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?f,:‘- ;‘e;j;: Sub:- Prnpos'a | for seekmg prior approval of the Central Government under

. lornon-forestry use of:230.780 ha of forest land (63.930 ha. Protected Forest
= o & 166.850 ‘ha. Rev nue ! xForest land) for Coal: mxmng ‘in Bhatgaon
§ Underground Mme ofaSECL Bha’tgaon Area in Suraijr District in ihe State

of Chhatttsgarh (Onlln roposat No FP/CG/MIN/39553/201 g)- regardmg

Sir, 8t -
| am: directed 4o refer

T ‘.‘
t’l )

the State Government of Chhattlsgarh Ietter No. 5-

56/2023/10-2. dated. 16.07.2024 omthe abave subject seeklng prior approval of the
Central Government-under ssectign 2':(1).:(ii)“of thei:Van (Sanrakshan Evam
Samvardhan):Adhiniyam,:1980 and to say that after- examlnatlon ‘of proposal the

%

following shortcomlng is observed;;, i ?i_

The Mlnlstry vnde leuer no 8 55/2016 FC dated 04 07.2017 has granted
Stage -IT approval \ dlversmn of 75,055 ha ha: of forest land for Bhatgaon
mining project.in. favour of M/s SECL.:Inthisiregard, the State Govt. is
.requested to submit the status of: comphance of condmons stipulated in

‘Stage-Il approval to this Mimstry o
e ii. Thereis:a reference to: threegproposals submltted In the past:for the project.
B The total area of‘all these proposals comes cut to be 460.489 ha which
implies-that more forest ‘land:js involved in the mnmng lease area. The state

of total forest and: non-forestdand involved. The detail of the forest area for
‘((%"GT’ ‘which approval has already been accorded and the forest area for which it is
A -yet to be obtained-shall be submmed along with the KML files of the

< orrespqnding area.
“ A ﬁﬂ&% &Uﬁ)ﬂlncy has mentioned ln Part-1 that minlng plan ‘has been approved In
W wear 1979. However, copy of-approved ‘mining plan has not been submitted
“along with the proposal. Furlher the validity of the mining plan approved 45
. -years ago for fresh'mining In the area may be examined. The State/UA shall
“ensure that the proposed Janduse In the diverslon proposal Is commensurate
with -the mining plan. A comparauve analysls of the companent wise area
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Section 2 (1): (\1) of‘the;Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhinlyam, 1980

shall thérefore give the -detail of total lease area/project along with quantum °

:;proposed for dlversion and the component Wlse breakup as per mining plan >



v, Reeping inview the provisior ~ - iE
. guidelines the Stg;gE;OViSlOnS_contalned In'para 7.8 (a) of the consolidated:
~:subsiderice prediction s 10 ensure that the requisite detalls Including |
L 'documents. A bilat r report are there in the mining plan and the related

v &s per e i 'et note in this regard shall be submitted.

 irbar of information uploaded in Part-l on the PARIVESH portal, fhe
“aer of families displaced due to the project s reported as Nil, Howeyen
dn the physical copy of the proposal as submitted by the user agency; it pas
rgpo‘rted that 653 families have to be displaced due to this project in Surapur
district. Gopy of R&R plan has also been submitted. Further, CCF, Surglja
has mentioned in his site report that 999 persons have been displaced and
project  affected persons have been given land emP"?Ymem, and
compensation and an approved package jor rehabilltation. Glarification in this
regard negds to be submitted. | ‘ ,
vi. Satellite imagery shows road, solid structures such as settlement, cultivation
land etc: is visible on the surface of Bhatgaon Unde‘r_Ground lease area. 'he
state' shall- examine- and submit a detailed report on the same and agtion

taken in this:regard:.

vii. As per DSS analysis, the proposed forést area falls in High Consetv tion
Value (HGV) Zone as per Decision Rule 1 (due to presence of prote ted
area). The proposed area s within 1-km radius of the Tamor Pingla WLS.

However, the state: has not-.given any ‘such information. The state shall |

examine the same and submit the justification in this regard. _
viii. Keeping in view the-Tamor Pingla WildlifeTSanctuaty the state shall su mit
~ the comments from. PCCF (WL)/CWLW  and alss intimate the statu of

recommendation of SCNBWL. - . AV .
ix. In accordance to para 7.8 (b) of Van {(sanrakshan Evam Samvard an)
Adhiniyam, 1980 the user agency shall submit anlundertaking stating [that
- under no circumstances the underground;\r_nining‘;ppé%atijc}ns will be converted
1o opencast mining-operations-on the said forest land: at a:later date.

In view of the above, the State Gove_rnment is. ‘r'é‘aue"sted to submit | the
' information/documents, ‘as indicated above, -for further consideration -of| the

" proposal inthe Ministry. - ‘, H
Signed by Suneet Brardiej Yourstaitffully
Date: 14-08-2024 20:31:27
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Assistant Inspe t (sé:':]néét‘lshar waj)
i g 8 Spector -ofil .
Copy to: - .p eneral-of:Fo osts

1. The PCGF (HoFF), "Governmqnt of Chhattisgarh, R 5|'pur_;

, The Dy. DGF (Central), Regional Office, Nagpur. =

3. The Nodal Officer (FGA), Government of Chhattisgarh, Raipur
4. Sub-office, MoEF&CC, Raipur. ' ‘ ur,
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‘5. User Agency.

' Monitoring Cell, FC Division, MoEF & CC, New Delfil for uploading
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