8-03/2019FC

Government of India
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

(Forest Conservation Division)
e Rt

Indira Paryavaran Bhawan,
Jor Bag Road, Aliganj,

New Delhi — 110003

Dated: 20th June, 2023

To.

The Principal Secretary (Forests),
Government of West Bengal,
Kolkata -700 098.

Subject: Diversion of 109.459 ha of forest land for Open Cast Mining Project at Gourangdih ABC
coal mine in favour of WB Mineral Development and Trading Corporation under Durgapur
Forest Division, West Bengal

Madam/Sir,

| am directed to refer to this Ministry's letter of even no. dated 24.04.2023 wherein the certain
information on the recommendation of Advisory Committee on 24.03.2023 was sought from the
Government of West Bengal. In this regard, the reply is awaited from State Government.

2. The Integrated Regional Office (IRO), Kolkata vide their letter No. 5 WBA/04/2019-BHU-08 dated
31.05.2023 has forwarded the inspection report of a sub-committee constituted by this Ministry on
24.04.2023. The sub-committee visited the area on 29.05.2023 and made certain observation with
regard to the instant proposal. A copy of the inspection report is enclosed for ready reference.

In view of above, Government of West Bengal is requested to provide the para-wise reply on the
observation made by the sub-committee in their report along-with the pending reply on Ministry's letter
dated 24.04.2023 for further consideration of the proposal in the Ministry.

Yours sincerely.

Encl: As Above

it - 10
(Suneet Bhardwaj) 9‘°| 0é \

Assistant Inspector General of Forests

Copy to:
1. The PCCF (HoFF), Department of Forest, Government of West Bengal, Kolkata ;
2. The Regional Officer, Integrated Regional Office. MoEF&CC, Kolkata;
3. The Nodal Officer (FCA), Department of Forest, Government of West Bengal, Kolkata;
4. User Agency;
5. Monitoring Cell, FC Division, MOoEF & CC, New Delhi for uploading on PARIVESH portal.
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Field Inspection Report of the Sub-Committee constituted vide Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change’s Office Memorandum _dated
24.04.2023 for inspection of Forest Land proposed for diversion for open-cast
Coal Mining at Gourangdih ABC Coal Mine in favour of West Bengal Mineral
Development and Trading Corporation Limited (WBMDTCL), West Bengal.

This is in reference to MOEF&CC'’s above mentioned office memorandum vide which
a sub-committee was constituted for inspection of the area proposed for diversion of
109.459 ha of Forest Land for open-cast coal mining project, ABC Coal Mine at
Gourangdih in favor of West Bengal Mineral Development and Trading Corporation
Limited (WBMDTCL) under Durgapur Forest Division, West Bengal.

The details of the case are as under:

1. Government of West Bengal vide letter no. 84-For/0/L/10T-01/2019 dated
14.01.2009 submitted the above subject proposal for seeking prior approval
under section Il of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980. The details of the
proposal are available on the ‘PARIVESH’ portal of the Ministry.

2. The Forest Advisory Committee (FAC) of the ministry in its meeting held on
31.03.2022 examined the proposal along with the Site Inspection Report (SIR)
and recommendations of the Regional office of MOEF&CC, Bhubaneshwar.

3. The FAC during its meeting on 31.03.2022 made certain observations and _
also recommended that a sub-committee of FAC will visit the area to look into
the observations raised by the FAC and report on the same for further
consideration of the FAC. Regional Officer, Kolkata was also to be a part of
the sub-committee.

4. In view of the observations of the FAC, the Ministry vide letter dated
08.04.2022 sought clarification from the West Bengal Government on the
observations made by the FAC. A sub-committee of the FAC was also
constituted by the Ministry on 08.04.2022.

5. The Government of West Bengal vide letter no. 1676-For/O/L/10T-01/2019
dated 24.11.2022 submitted its response on the observations made by the
FAC.

6. Since, the sub-committee of the FAC constituted on 08.04.2022 could not visit
the area of the instant proposal and in the meanwhile the tenure of Mr. Sanjay
Deshmukh, Expert, Non-official Member, FAC, who was also a member of the
above-mentioned sub-committee expired, the Ministry reconstituted the sub-
committee of the FAC vide OM dated 24.04.2023 comprising of Shri Manoj
Pant, Expert Member, FAC, Smt. Soma Das, IRO, Kolkata and Nodal Officer,
Department of Fgrest, West Bengal.

Al
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7. The sub-committee along with the field staff of Durgapur Forest Division
inspected the instant area on 29.05.2023. Representatives of the user agency
were also present during the field inspection. The observations of the sub-
committee after inspection of the said area are as under:

A. The FAC in its meeting held on 31.03.2022 had sought the comments of
the Chief Wildlife Warden, West Bengal on the likely impact of the project
on the wildlife and the mitigation measures required to be taken if any. As
informed by Nodal Officer West Bengal, the Wildlife Conservation Plan has
been prepared and approved by PCCF (Wildlife) and submitted to State
Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA), Department of
Environment, Government of West Bengal vide Memo no. 3362/WL/2M-33
(Pt-11)/2021 dated 23.11.2022. and also to IRO Kolkata on 27.03.2023
(Annexure 1).

B. There appears to be a contradiction between the area as approved by the
Ministry of Mining, Government of India and the area mentioned in the
instant proposal. As informed by the user agency, a total of 370 ha area of
the Coal Block comprising of 92.53 ha of forest land was allocated by the
Ministry of Coal, Government of India for Gourangdih ABC Coal Mine.
However, as informed by the user agency, this revised proposal of the coal
block from 370 ha to 356.575 ha and increasing the forest area from 92.53
ha of forest land to 109.459 ha is yet to be approved by the Coal Ministry.

C. Regarding adequacy of existing road infrastructure to accommodate the
increased transportation of coal, the response of the State Government
may be examined.

D. Regarding suggestion of the FAC, to explore the possibility of evacuation
of coal using common, closed/piped conveyor, the financial implications of
the proposal as per the study conducted through transaction advisor M/s.
KPMG International as provided by the State Government is high and is
not financially viable.

E. Since, the revised mining plan is yet to be approved by the Ministry of
Coal, the tabular statement indicating various types of land use including
dumping area also needs be revised and the revised map to be uploaded
on PARIVESH portal accordingly.
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In addition to the observations made by the FAC and the response of the State
Government thereof, the sub-committee cross-checked the boundary of the
proposed mining area by randomly selecting the boundary pillars and cross-checking
their GPS locations with the DGPS surveyed and geo-reference map of forest land
use plan in Gourangdih ABC Coal Mine as uploaded on the PARIVESH portal of the
Ministry. The details are as under:

Boundary Pillar GPS location as per GPS location as per
Number as per uploaded Map Ground -Festhing
the map Tnihny
14 N 23°49'24.744" N 23°49'24 61"
E 86°57'56.55" E 86°57'58.81"
13 N 23°49'24 528" N 23°49'24.61"
E 86°57'54.180" E 86°57'55.19"
79/As31 N 23°49'23.179" N 23°49'23.06"
E 86°57'49.458" E 86°57'49.39"
79/A12 N 23°49'27 408" N 23°49'29.54"
E 86°58'23.232" E 86°58'41.18"
79/A13 N 23°49'28.056" N 23°49'27.62"
E 86°58'27.94" E 86°58'41.36"
C-19/C-12/ Forest- N 23°49'06.88" N 23°49'06.88"
81 E 86°59'49.73" E 086°59'49.73"
C-13/C-20/ Forest- N 23°49'88.54" N 23°49'08.54"
82 E 86°59'52.15" E 86°59'52.15"
C-14/C-21/ Forest- N 23°49'09.26" N 23°49'09.26"
83 E 86°59'56.99" E 86°59'56.99"
C-19/C-28/ Forest- N 23°49'01.93" N 23°48'44 46"
134 E 87°00'07.24" E 86°59'51.60"
C-32/C-48 N 23°48'47.70" N 23°48'47.38"
E 86°59'40.85" E 86°59'40.547"
%fb Page 3 of 4
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The geo location of the boundary pillars as indicated in the uploaded map are within
reasonable limits of the ground verification.

Wiais I

a7
o L
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i. The extent of the boundary of the forest area as marked in the uploaded
map has to be in consonance with the records of the Forest Department,
West Bengal. The user agency may be advised to revise the land use map
as per the revised approved mining plan after verification and certification
by the Forest Department and upload the same on the PARIVESH portatl.

ii. The user agency may also be advised to submit the schedule of Forest
land of the said area as per the revised plan.

ii.  The safety zone along the periphery of the proposed mining area has not
been marked by the user agency.

iv.  The user agency may be advised to explore the possibilities of identifying
the dumping areas outside the forest area and may also revise tabular
statement regarding redistribution of area accordingly.

V. No mining activity was observed on the proposed site on the date of
inspection.

Vi. There is no overlapping of boundaries with the adjoining mine on the
eastern boundary of the proposed area.

Vii. No instance of violation of FC Act, 1980 was observed during the
inspection.

e inspection report is hereby submitted for further necessary action.

o,
s $on2)
Shri Manoj Pant Dr. Soma Pas, IGF(C) Nodal Officer, FC V5

FAC Member IRO, Kolkata West Bengal

a‘\‘d‘)
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Directorate of §; o
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Office of the Principal Chief Conservay
' - oF of Farests, Head of Forest Force
Amng "p‘]‘}‘l“"'f; Block: LA-10A, Sali Lake City, Scctor - (11, Kolkata:: 700 106
one - Fax:: {(}3}). 2335 858177751, il *nfeonbaiomsil com

e Visit us at- ‘““‘“mb‘mgﬂﬁar:f.tgswym Mmat.Ce

No §25%/ LELT/2M133417 eoeE e

To: The Additional Chief Secreta
Department of Forest,

Dated: 23.11.2022.

7y 1o the Govi. af waa Reneont

Suby: D“:‘m?’mr“ 0? 10_9-4 29 ha. of forest land for Onen Cas«t AMinine Proiect ar Gaurmnerdih
ABC coal mine wn favour of Wi Mineral R R S Il e

Devele ; ?
Durgapur Forest Division, West Bengal. lopment and Trading Corporation under
el

1. Govt of India, MoEF & CC File No.8-03/2010FC dated 08.04.2 :
Parivesh Portal {Proposal No. FP/WB/MIN/26869/2017). 04,2022, EDS raised on

2. West Bengal Minernl Development &

Trading Co ti 1
MDTC/FM-5/154{FI{PL-1/2915 dated 17.10.0020 o o Do letter No.

The Chief Conservator of Forests, South Fast Ci W.B" 5
e et st Circle, W.B’s letter No. 3105/SEC/

e b S .

Sir,
With reference to above Para-wise reply is submitted as follows :-

Para (i)

Wildlife Conservation Plan has been prepared and submitted to the P.C.C.F., Wildlife
& Chief Wildlife Warden vide Chief Conservator of Forests, South-East Circle, W.B's No.
3105/SEC/23M-10 dated 21.10,2022.

Para (il] to [vi)

Reply given by West Bengal Mineral Development & Trading Corporation Wd. letter
No. MDTC/PM-5/ 144[F)(PL-11)/2915 dated 17.10;2022 {copy enclosed).

The Sub-Committee of FAC may visit the area if deemed necessary.
These replies may kindly be forwarded io iRG, Reikaia {ur consideration
Subtrﬁucd Please, Yours faithfully,

12 u|2022—
Addl. Principal Chief Conservdtoy of Forests &
: Nodal Officer, FCA

——t

Lncl: As siated avove. :
No. 9254 L& LT/2M-1334/17 Dated: 23.11.2022.

Copy forwarded for information and neccessary action, to ;-
The Chief Conservator of Forests, South-East Circle, W.B.
Tha Divisional Forest Officer, Durgapur Division,
The General Manager {Projects), WBMD & TC Lid,, WBIIDC Building, 3 Floor,
DJ-10, Sector-1l, Sali Lake, Kolkata-700091.
XYog azfylar—

Addl. Principal Clitef Conservatop of Forests &

BT A N e TVT'A
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DIRECTORAT TBENGAL

12 Priseia s . € OF FoResTs
SesiLhiel Conservator of F Hitdlif
& Chief witgs orests, Wildlife
ife W
Eikash Bhawan, Hon piocy, 34 g Lot Bengal

Teltin 033 9355 - ck, 3%  Flaor, Salt Lake City, ¥oikatan 700 071

Office of gt

Website - wvawwildbengat o /3583208, Far. 033.2334.5536

!.com

WS e &-mail pectod-wh @nic.in & whwildlife@gmail. com
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To

Date : 05.05.2022

the Principal Chisf Tonsarmsn.

\West Bengal

Sub ¢

Daf

of Fofesis & HoFe

{ Attn. Dr ¥ane Tatetdo. o
ATST, IFS, Addi. POCF & Nodal Officer, FCA, West Bengal |

i)werston of 109.459 ha of foreat land

for open cast mining project at Gourangdih ABC coal

V8 Mineral uevelnpment and ""ﬁmg Carpn, — impadi Gf project &0
N Mmeasures — comments

wlldhfe and mitigann

Gol, MoFFROr's 81a 8 Antansnes e e
z LU0 di. TA.54.22 , this OFICE TSING HwSoe it

33(PL1/2021 6t 13.04.21 and your mall d6.29.04.22.

asasy

With reference to the subject and communications quoted above, this is to state that the

arez is not particularly rich in biodiversity. However, certain spacles as Indicated in part-i! of
proposal exist in the area. Open cast mining will disturb the habitat of those animals, particularly

the burrowing ones. Following mitigation measures are proposed.

&

Bullding rescue and rehabllitation fadiity for all displaced animals.

MM e wimne iAo b s
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sv

Protecting the source population of wildiife in adjoining areas such a3 Biharinath and Garh

£ s = 2fos sha —iotos araz mav he renopulated ance the mining is over.
b R BRI bR S 2 R =22 T =

be compieied be

A wildlife conservation plan may be prepared for post-mining restoration of wildlife.

w‘y,
)
( DEB ) bi \
Principal Chief Cofiservator of Forem vildlifs &
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o i f.-!'
!ﬁyﬁ'“m!ﬂtol Wost Hfengil
Office of the Principay Chie I:: CCtorate of Forests

Aranya Bhawan, Bt 12 it Cliseryaror of Forests, iiead af Forest l'ﬂr‘tf';

Fhone - §; oo Salt gt Lty Secion - i, Rollata.. 700 106
Faxe: :1033) 2335 BSBI]; 251, e-mail : plcawb@gmatl.com

Visitus oy,
e Hh-__—_‘—% W ,,,,‘9,,,,
No-f328%  JL&ITN. 1331:2313WE‘-":’.L"EEF‘_.}'_E""E"M“ Rovin __

To: The IRD Kalkata,
mrr & CC, Governmeny of India_

15-198, Sediur- -1, h.\ltl'\kt_vtny
Kolkata-700106, :

Daied: Z27.03.Z073

b Wildhle G
su rie Lonservation Pan (w LCP) 0f Goyanpdih ABC Coal mine as submitted by WBMDTCL.

2ok EAT mpstinn b
Bet FACmesting held on 2470312023 4y New D{d!n

jrasdiaill,

With reference to he above the WLCP asapproved by PCCF WL and CWCL vide his memo No.
‘!\.\r’l /2K1.77 “‘5 i }fm 71 date

dated 23 11/2022 is enclosed herewith for onward transmission to
Mokl & CC. !

Eaclior CWILW had ¢

L

Tnged on mcpmjcct vide his memo No. 1129/WL/ZM-33 (M- /2021
dated 05/05/2022 (copy enclmud)

Encl: As stated above.

Yours faithfully,

Addl. Principal (‘ht@xu U!mL ffore 3f’=

: i & Nadal Gificer, Forest Conservatisn Act
No- J53Q4  /L&LTZMA33207 Dated:  27.032023
Copy forwarded for kind information and nut_‘esﬁ?_y action to:

- fiar,.
1. The Addirianal hi i._‘ ‘_5}"2:3"}' 454 -iii- 5&‘:1’\"“ ‘i‘i st Ecuhdl UL’EJ&U AnCH Ul it Urch\
ey

2. The ('hu:f Managing Director, West Bengal Mineral Development and Trading Corporation
Limited (WBMDTCL), 3+ Floor, DJ-10, WBIIDC Building, D Block, Sector-1I, Salt Lake City,

a, T PEL]. g o » ‘ . "
l. o l! aln- 7oanat {_“ "“!“‘ qr, fitrieiiNe n-w

A ".:,:'m" i

3 T4 D [
'_;é‘ Addl. Principal {.hfef(innserzamr fFoﬁ_D'sls
iy & Nodal Officer, Forest Cohservition Act.
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Copy to:
e imrm e T o ﬂ-&a--z.u—s_f =% =2
4 Ny b dANdTian

Fite No.8-03r2019FC

S50 S da,

R e

pollution loads on the existing 702d infrastructure.
Orod et 4 e=l 3-..4' L"FL €

v. As per detailed provided onling, Bl arca invohved in the
comprising of 247116 ha of non-forest land and 109459 ha of forest land
Corresponding dezmil of area ﬂwmmrzﬂd in the approv ed ‘.hmm. Plan nrc dnﬂ‘crem

wherein 1otail area has becti mumuu“u as 37U [1a comipi i':iﬂt.f ui 22,55 ha of fgresi fand
77.47 ha of non-forest land, Dzscrepancy in the area needs to be rectified by the

and 2
State and exact detail may be provided to the Ministry.

vi. Areas of Mining Plan and Mining lease are not same. Ministry's guidelines stipulated
that area of safety zone should be inside the mining lease while the sanie has been kep!

N FESTPNE S TR NI
ﬁ ‘i%lill‘li e aa liiri'i ‘lldh

gy SRS N
h’.l H- SAGaiid Lase :.!Hllif;ﬂli Hica <i

Oul side ihe icase area

infrastructure have also been kept outside the lease. Rationale for not including
143,305 ha of area outside the lease containing vital project components like safety
<uone, exierndi dumps, infrasiruciure, etc. may be intinaied by ilic State.

vii.A Sub-Committee of the FAC will visit the area to lock into the above observations of

'l‘lﬂ Fdr' :r-:.—' n ramsart an !lxn :;-nmy- 1---1! .—u:: c::!xmnﬂd&r‘ rﬂf‘ ﬁtﬁliﬂi‘ l“!‘i!!"!i’if""!!lﬂt‘ ﬂr‘ilﬁ

- h’l e weEs
Commmcc Regional Oﬂ'ccr, l\ulkam will also be part of the Sub-Committee

In view of above Govi nf West Bengal is requestied to provide the clanficaton/

information‘documents on points as indicated a point (i) to (vi) above for further necessary
action. It is also requested to co ordinate with the IRO koltkaia for the visit of subcommirtee

as specified by FAC at para vii above
Yours faithfully,

¥

Tie F qu.ij;r.u Chiel Caias

Kolkata.
The Nodal Officer (FCA), O/o the PCCF, Government of West Bengal

Pii
N

Roikata.
Regional Officer (Central), Integrated Regional Office, Kolkata.to co ordinate
vith Government of West Bengnl for the visit of FAC subcommittee

AF]

<4, User agency,
5. Monitoring Cell of FC Division, MeEF&CC, New Delhi

6 Guhrd ﬁle.ﬂ

Signed by Sand
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Government of g, :
Minlstry of Environment, Farests &nd Climate Change
{Foiesi Cﬁﬁi:rvnﬁon Division)
LA TS e *

Indira ParyavaranBhawan,
JorBagh Road, Aliganj,

Kta =
Datedip Aprii, 20iz

Principal Secretary,

overnment of West Bengal,

allaa 700 faR

ib:

Diversion of 109.459 ha of forest land for Open Cast Mining P;'ojeu at

ourangdih ABC coal mine in favour of WEB Mineral Development and “Trading
vrporaiion under Durgspur Forest Division, West Bengal.

adam'Sir,

s been considered by FAC in its meetin

MY L

T'am directed to refer to the above subject proposal and to inform that the in‘sl:s'hi:‘pmposal

& held on 31.03.2022 and the minutes of the meeting
be seen at www.parivestunic.in, The FACT infer-ajia recommended that:

reported in the area. Comments of the Chief Wildlife Warden of the State on thelikely
unpact of iic projeci on wildiife and miligatng measures, if any, required to be taken

for the conservation and development of the wildlife be obtained and intimated to the
Ministry, ‘

il. Detailed purpose wise breakup of ‘the. fu_ré'f land as well as non-forest land in

commensuration with the land use proposed n the approved mining plan nceds to be

HT 7, S | 4 TP o O
infomizd by the State.

Il Adequacy of existing road infrastructure to npﬁtjmmodatc the increased transponation

of caal from the proposed mine and sxisting Srines may

supported with scientific and factual inputs.

ha infresed Lo 3h. Qeaeo
A T RERIUGYY U i Jldie

fv.Railway siding is reported to be located at distasce of 20 kim from the proposed mine

which is reported to be used by other mines also, therefore, possibility of evacuation of
coal using common closed/piped canveyor carridor should also be explored to reduce

Schedule-1 species like Porcupine, Rock Python, Spectacled Cobra, ete. have been
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> GOVERNMENT oF wesT BENGAL S0
ol Oy - MIRECTORATE oF ropeeTe e o
o - 3y ‘“38:‘3}11'&1&:1 Chief Conscrvator of Forests (Wildlife) Reer=
Dikagh . el Wildlife Warden, West Rengal
Bhnw‘_‘;':,‘m}h Block, Thizd !’Iﬂ::ﬁaltiaku City, Kolkata - 700 ke
ehuails poctwl-whitnie fup. - -3 -0900/2356-3208, Fax. 91035233 5046
WLI:M-as(m.]m 2021 Date: 3/ 1172022
To: The Chairmap
State Envi
:5;“-:? of B PIEt Assessment Authority (SETAA)
T of Bnvironmeny, Gow, of West Bengal.
Sub:  Wildiife Conservation Pag of Gourmngdih ABC Coal Mine - reg.
Reb: 1. . v
g5 mﬂnﬁmﬁ“ (Projects), WBMDTCL"s memo no. MDTC/PM-5/144/Envi2879 dated

e 2- 1
3 APCCF & CCF, South.Bast Cirelers letter no. 3105/SEC/2M-10 dated 21/10/2022.

Sir,

Tha W2

L 2= Wik Conservation Plag for Gourangdih ABC Opencast Conl Mining Project is approved
from this end for secking Environment Clearance,

Encl: as stated - Yours faithfully, *
; i Y
(Debal Ralp®
Principal Chief CodServator of Forests, Wildlife
& Chief Wildlife Warden, West Bengal
Memo No.: 3¢ 2{2): WL/ 2M-33(Pt-11) 2021 Date: 23/ 11/2022

Copy forwarded for information to -

I. The General Manager (Project), West Benpal Mineral Development & Trading Comortion Lad.
E~maii: whmdicitd@gmail.com / wbmdtel. gabe@gmail.com ;

The Chief Conservator of Forests, South-East Circle, West Ben enl.

3. The Divisicnal Forest Officer, Durpapur Division, West Benesl

=

{Defial Ray)
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Wildlife
& Chicf Wildlife Warden, West Bengal

Sarua WiiHg)
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i II For‘nr.,_ _Pﬁﬂ.‘ﬂs
'-fff' Aranya Bhavan, Blost s » F"F*{
- - """Igde‘s,'ﬂor.m, Salt Lake City
No. 1676-For/0/L/10T-01 /2010
] : Kolkata, the 24m November, 2022
From: Deputy Secretary to the Govt, or Westas
To:  The Assistant Inspector Genera of Fores
Ministry of Environmen:, Forests g Cii -
{Forest Conservation Division),
Govt. of India, Indira Paryavarap Bhaway,
Jorbagh Road, Atigag;, %
! New Delhi-110 003,
}
Sub:  Proposal for diversion ©f109.4594.
At Gourangdih ABC coqp mine iy £
Trading Corporation under Durgag;e
Sir,
il seterence 1o your letter pg, B-03 IZOf
fam directed to send herewith Para wise reply r #d from Directorate of forests far vour leird
Information and taking Recessary action at your '
Tours iaithiuily,
L
\Jf-'f s
Deputy Secretary
No. 1626/1(1}-For Kolkata, the 24» November, 2022
Copy forwarded for information to;
The APPCF & Nodaj Officer, FCA, 1980
Deputy S'efr'é'f:lb' 2
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Field Inspection Report of the Sub-Committee constituted vide Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change’s Office Memorandum dated
24.04.2023 for inspection of Forest Land proposed for diversion for open-cast
Coal Mining at Gourangdih ABC Coal Mine in favour of West Bengal Mineral
Development and Trading Corporation Limited (WBMDTCL), West Bengal.

This is in reference to MOEF&CC'’s above mentioned office memorandum vide which
a sub-committee was constituted for inspection of the area proposed for diversion of
109.459 ha of Forest Land for open-cast coal mining project, ABC Coal Mine at
Gourangdih in favor of West Bengal Mineral Development and Trading Corporation
Limited (WBMDTCL) under Durgapur Forest Division, West Bengal.

The details of the case are as under:

1. Government of West Bengal vide letter no. 84-For/0/L/10T-01/2019 dated
14.01.2009 submitted the above subject proposal for seeking prior approval
under section Il of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980. The details of the
proposal are available on the ‘PARIVESH’ portal of the Ministry.

2. The Forest Advisory Committee (FAC) of the ministry in its meeting held on
31.03.2022 examined the proposal along with the Site Inspection Report (SIR)
and recommendations of the Regional office of MoEF&CC, Bhubaneshwar.

3. The FAC during its meeting on 31.03.2022 made certain observations and
also recommended that a sub-committee of FAC will visit the area to look into
the observations raised by the FAC and report on the same for further
consideration of the FAC. Regional Officer, Kolkata was also to be a part of
the sub-committee.

4. In view of the observations of the FAC, the Ministry vide letter dated
08.04.2022 sought clarification from the West Bengal Government on the
observations made by the FAC. A sub-committee of the FAC was also
constituted by the Ministry on 08.04.2022.

5. The Government of West Bengal vide letter no. 1676-For/O/L/10T-01/2019
dated 24.11.2022 submitted its response on the observations made by the
FAC.

6. Since, the sub-committee of the FAC constituted on 08.04.2022 could not visit
the area of the instant proposal and in the meanwhile the tenure of Mr. Sanjay
Deshmukh, Expert, Non-official Member, FAC, who was also a member of the
above-mentioned sub-committee expired, the Ministry reconstituted the sub-
committee of the FAC vide OM dated 24.04.2023 comprising of Shri Manoj
Pant, Expert Member, FAC, Smt. Soma Das, IRO, Kolkata and Nodal Officer,
Department of Tqrest, West Bengal.
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7. The sub-committee along with the field staff of Durgapur Forest Division
inspected the instant area on 29.05.2023. Representatives of the user agency
were also present during the field inspection. The observations of the sub-
committee after inspection of the said area are as under:

A. The FAC in its meeting held on 31.03.2022 had sought the comments of
the Chief Wildlife Warden, West Bengal on the likely impact of the project
on the wildlife and the mitigation measures required to be taken if any. As
informed by Nodal Officer West Bengal, the Wildlife Conservation Plan has
been prepared and approved by PCCF (Wildlife) and submitted to State
Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA), Department of
Environment, Government of West Bengal vide Memo no. 3362/WL/2M-33
(Pt-11)/2021 dated 23.11.2022. and also to IRO Kolkata on 27.03.2023
(Annexure 1).

B. There appears to be a contradiction between the area as approved by the
Ministry of Mining, Government of India and the area mentioned in the
instant proposal. As informed by the user agency, a total of 370 ha area of
the Coal Block comprising of 92.53 ha of forest land was allocated by the
Ministry of Coal, Government of India for Gourangdih ABC Coal Mine.
However, as informed by the user agency, this revised proposal of the coal
block from 370 ha to 356.575 ha and increasing the forest area from 92.53
ha of forest land to 109.459 ha is yet to be approved by the Coal Ministry.

C. Regarding adequacy of existing road infrastructure to accommodate the
increased transportation of coal, the response of the State Government
may be examined.

D. Regarding suggestion of the FAC, to explore the possibility of evacuation
of coal using common, closed/piped conveyor, the financial implications of
the proposal as per the study conducted through transaction advisor M/s.
KPMG International as provided by the State Government is high and is
not financially viable.

E. Since, the revised mining plan is yet to be approved by the Ministry of
Coal, the tabular statement indicating various types of land use including
dumping area also needs be revised and the revised map to be uploaded
on PARIVESH portal accordingly.
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In addition to the observations made by the FAC and the response of the State
Government thereof, the sub-committee cross-checked the boundary of the
proposed mining area by randomly selecting the boundary pillars and cross-checking
their GPS locations with the DGPS surveyed and geo-reference map of forest land
use plan in Gourangdih ABC Coal Mine as uploaded on-the PARIVESH portal of the
Ministry. The details are as under:

Boundary Pillar GPS location as per GPS location as per
Number as per uploaded Map Ground Teathing
the map
14 N 23°49'24 744" N 23°49'24 61"
E 86°5756.55" E 86°57'58.81"
13 N 23°49'24 528" N 23°49'24 61"
E 86°57'54.180" E 86°57'55.19"
79/A31 N 23°49'23.179" N 23°49'23.06"
E 86°57'49.458" E 86°57'49.39"
79/A12 N 23°49'27.408" N 23°49'29.54"
E 86°58'23.232" E 86°58'41.18"
79/A13 N 23°49'28.056" N 23°49'27.62"
E 86°58'27.94" E 86°58'41.36"
C-19/C-12/ Forest- N 23°49'06.88" N 23°49'06.88"
81 E 86°59'49.73" E 086°59'49.73"
C-13/C-20/ Forest- N 23°49'88.54" - N 23°49'08.54"
82 E 86°59'52.15" E 86°59'52.15"
C-14/C-21/ Forest- N 23°49'09.26" N 23°49'09.26"
83 E 86°59'56.99" E 86°59'56.99"
C-19/C-28/ Forest- N 23°49'01.93" N 23°48'44 46"
134 E 87°00'07.24" E 86°59'51.60"
C-32/C-48 N 23°48'47.70" N 23°48'47.38"
E 86°59'40.85" E 86°59'40.547"
™ ' Page 3 of 4
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The geo location of the boundary pillars as indicated in the uploaded map are within
reasonable limits of the ground verification.

i. The extent of the boundary of the forest area as marked in the uploaded
map has to be in consonance with the records of the Forest Department,
West Bengal. The user agency may be advised to revise the land use map
as per the revised approved mining plan after verification and certification
by the Forest Department and upload the same on the PARIVESH portal.

i. The user agency may also be advised to submit the schedule of Forest
land of the said area as per the revised plan.

ii.  The safety zone along the periphery of the proposed mining area has not
been marked by the user agency.

iv. The user agency may be advised to explore the possibilities of identifying
the dumping areas outside the forest area and may also revise tabular
statement regarding redistribution of area accordingly.

V. No mining activity was observed on the proposed site on the date of
inspection.

Vi. There is no overlapping of boundaries with the adjoining mine on the
eastern boundary of the proposed area.

vii. No instance of violation of FC Act, 1980 was observed during the
inspection.

he inspection report is hereby submitted for further necessary action.

0 1 %)

Dr. Soma Das, IGF(C)
IRO, Kolkata West Bengal
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Government of Weai Bengal

Directorate of I, e

L] - ‘

Office of the Principal Chief Conserva i

io ;
Aranva Dhawnn Black: 1 A 104 €. Fof Forests, Head of Forest Force

......

I Livai. wail iake Cigy, Scctor - il, Kolkata:; 700 106
Phone - Fax:: (033) 2335 858177751, e-mail : plcawb@ gmail.com
_ Visitusae: W snesthenasie oo cov in G

xe 25 yARR LT/2M-1334/17

To:  The Additional Chiel Seeretary 10 the Govt. af west Renent
Departmen? of Forest, i o

Dated: 23.11.2022.

Sub f{;‘:gﬁ?ﬂﬂ;oq: 59 ha. ?{:‘i;‘:“t 1and for Onen Cast Mining Proiect at Gaumnedih
- ¢ in favour of WE Mineral Development and Trading Corporation under
Durgapur Forest Division, West Bengal, lopme Trading Corporation under

Wal

. Govt. of India, MoEF & CC File No.8-03/2010FC dated 08.04.2022 .
: 0A, . ED
Parivesh Portal {Proposal No. FP/WB/MIN/26869/2017). S raised on

West Bengal Minernl Development & .dein Cooaiian: fad. A i
MDTC/PM-5/ 144(F){Pr.-11)/ 2915 dated 17_!0'2022? o d. letter No.

3. The Chief Conservator of Forests, South East Circle, W.B's letter No. 3105/SEC/
2M-10 dated 21.10.2022.

R e o

With reference to above Parn-wise reply is submitted as follows :-

Para (i)

Wildiife Conservation Plan has been prepared and submitted to the P.C.CF., Wudlife
& Chief Wildlife Warden vide Chief Conservator of Forests, South-East Circle, W.D's No.
3103/SEC/2M:-10 dated 21.10.2022.

Para {il] to [vi}
Renly given by Wes! Bengal Mineral Development & Trading Corporation Lid. letter
No. MDTC/PM-5/ 144(F)(Pr-11)/2915 dated 17.10.2022 {copy enclosed}.

The Sub-Committee of FAC may visit the area if deemed necessary.

These replies may kindly be forwarded o iRO, Roikaia {or consideration

Submitied Please, Yours faithfully,
a:.g.)u w DB
Add], Principal Chief Conservdtoy of Forests &

Lncl: As siaied aoove. Nodal Dificer, FCA
No. 9254 L& LT/2M-1334/17 Dated: 23.11.2022.

Copy forwarded for information and nccessary m:_l.ion_, to -
. The Chief Conservator of Farests, Soulh-Ea_st* Circle, W.B.
Tha Divisinnal Forest Gificer, Durgapur Division,
The General Manager {Projects), WBMD & TC Lid., WBIDC Building, 3% Floor,
DJ-10, Sector-11, Salt Lake, Kolkata-700091,
XY= azlylar—

AddL Frincipaj Clisef f:onscnmj' of Forests &
Y
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Website - wvrnwildbenga) o
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Gog:immn OF WEST BEngaL
Office of the py CTORATE oF Fopests

ARzl Chiel Conservatas fF Mildlife
5 | of Forests, Wildlife
Chief Witdtife Warden, West Bengal

=
Teltin 023 3332 - +3°, Flacr, Salt Lave City, ¥ofkataz 700 091

;;“"”“" 2358-3208, Fax. 0332334-5536

T e e i &-mail pectul-wh @nic.in & whudldlifef@gmall. com
Hel 129w "1'33{5’1._‘?}!?(_‘;?1 e et 8 i o 0 o e W S i 8 M A
=1 12023

To

the Printipal Chief Consarmae..
\West Bengal

Sir,

area is

Date : 05.05.2022
of of Forests & HofF

{ Attn, Dr Mans Talobodos sme oo0n o - : —

—mimnicd, i, SOOI FLCF & Hodsl Officer, FCA,_ West Bengal |

Diversion of 109.459 ha of foreat tand for open cast mining project at Gourangdih ABC coal
ming In favour of 18 s -

il +e8 Mineial Development and Trading Carpn. — impact of project &0
wildlife and mitigation measures — comments

t_’;g!f MoFEROr"e 812 8 Avtamansa

2.5 0272015F8 i G8.5uLIE
33(PL.11/2021 dt. 13.04.21 and your mall dt.29.04.22.

sease

= - _ zimomasl_.afiag
TETHIT  (idamray Giag =25

, this giiice

With reference to the subject and communications quoted above, this is to state that the

not particularly rich in biodiversity. However, cartain specles 2s Indicated in part-ii of

proposal exist in the area. Open cast mining will disturh the habitat of those animals, particularly

the burrowing ones. Following mitigation measures are proposed.

[~

ci

e,

Bullding rescue and rehabilitation facility for all displaced animals,

Creating awaieness for whdlifz consenationinthe arza

Protecting the source population of wildlife in adjoining areas such as Biharinath and Garh
arez may be repopulated once the mining is over.

The mining work may be carried out in a phased manner and reclamation of one area may

i 2a 1R taling
De cOmpieiey BEIGIE AR

A wildlife conservation plan may be prepared for post-mining restoration of wildlife.

Yourg feithlully,
%//
iy : Hvg

R S
2\

(DEBALRAY) D
Principal Chief Cofiservator of Forests, Wildlife &

ret_tunldlifa Wiardeao Weet Renaal
Ndilimd W% pamessim 55— S v

PCCFWL KR




£;3"‘-'ti'iim¢nt of West Hong. i
Office of the p teto f Farests
Aranm I!‘h i ‘ri:cligal }f:hlcf (‘umu:::t :. of Yorests, Head aof Forest Force
i OCk-1 a A
“““(" s " ‘)““Lﬂ @ { “y SeCiui n;, nun\.ﬂd iuu iuu
Fax: (033) 233 858177751, e-mail : pleawb@gmal.com

T 0 e Visit us
No-1320% /L& '-Tiﬂmim;l; w-ww"wﬁstlwn;..!Hnrev govin

Dated: 27.03.2023
To: The IRD Kalkata,
MuFi‘ & CC, Gavernment gf india,

1198, Sewior-iii, h-\ﬂlnkhﬂtly
Kolkata-700106, k-

b Wil ;
Sub lldlife Conservation Plag [WI.CP} ﬂfGnurangdlll ABC Coal mine as submitted by WBMDTCL. _

12t EAL” mipoting b
LR - NPTUNE

betd o Hf0a 2023 n New Dolhi

ll1-|1r|\

§tietdadidd,

With reference to the above the wicp asapproved by PCCF WL and CWCL vide his memo No.

IIAZIWL/2M.33 (Pt 72021
VIR dared 23y “!2022 is enclosed herewith for onward transmission to

Jf o=
MoEF & CC.
Earlier CWLW had s

COmEENiCd on the Project vide his memao No. 1129/WL/2M-33(Pt-H)/2021
dated 05/05/2022 (copy enclosed),

Encl.: As stated above,
Yours faithfully,

Addi. Principal l"htm\uwmi}; i }!15"<

& Nodal Qfficer, Forest Conservativy Act.

No- ;3’}9; JL& LT/2M-1334/2017 f

Copy forwarded for kind information and ncgessa'fy action to:

Dated: 27.03.2022

3 "hn ﬂ.r‘! ! irg ,n;-n 1] ("h Flumrntnm: qg‘.,c

£ H st mF18F n.
i e 444 Taes y tmtae R

VLB WY est Beagal, u%.iidl umncit of Foresi.

2. The (‘hmf Managing Director, West ﬁengnl Mineral Developmemt and Trading Corporation
L:mlted [WBMDT{ZI) 3% Floor, DJ-10, WBHDC Building, D] Block, Sector-1i, Salt Lake City,

AFD 3 '\
{alkata- 700091 {whmdtchd@gmaileom).

amdiak 4.3 .

'! oy L
Addl. Prmc:p:;l{.hfcf Conseryator ¢f FO?#?S(S

& Nodal Officer, Forest Cohsenvition Act.
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v

File No.8-03/12019FC

armsnnt ix FEL STIL &
pPaviswmi o <o ra a
.

pollution loads on the existing r02d infrastructure.
v. As per detailed provided onlifg, foial gica invelhved in the

comprising of 247116 ha of non-forest land and 109459 ha of forest land

Corresponding deail of area m{:migned in the approved Mimng Plan are differens

wherein 101ai area has Deen munilidied as 370 ha comprising ui 72.55 lia of ioiesi jand

and 277.47 ha of non-forest land. Discrepancy in the area needs to be rectified by the
State and exact derail may be provided to the Ministry.

vi. Areas of Mining Plan and Mining lease are not same. Ministry’s guidelines stipulated

that area of safety zone should be inside the mining lease while the same has been kept
oul side the icase area in (L€ SXiaind <ase Simwiarly, #ead Of Txicmal dumps and
infrastructure have also been kept outside the lease. Rationale for not including
143,305 ha of area outside the lease containing vital project components like safety
Zuhie, exiernal dumps, infrasiruciure, eic. may be wniimaied by thic Slate.

vii.A Sub-Committer of the FAC will visit the area to look into the above observations of
the FAC and = report on the same will be submitted for finther concideration of the

» : - 5 . -
Committee. Regional Officer, Kolkata will also be part of the Sub-Committee.

In view of above Govi. nf West Bengal is requesied to provide the clarificauon/

information/documents on points as indicated a point (i) to (vi) above for further necessary
action. It is also requested to co ordinate with the IRO kolkaa for the visit of subcommirtee

Yours faithfully,

as specified by FAC ar para vii above

Copy to:

G AR e il g ey S s TR G RN
d. d € CIHICIPaI Vil L Guscivaing ©

Kolkata.
2. The Nodal Officer (FCA), O/o the PCCF, Govemment of West Bengal,

Koiraia.
3 Regional Officer (Central), Integrated Regional Office, Kolkata.to co ordinate
with Government of West Bengal for the visit of FAC subcommittee

<4, User agency,
5. Monitoring Cell of FC Division, MoEF&CC, New Delhi.
& Guard file.

Signed by Sancee?

m_i_. o8 0y 002 1723

WEE e =
a
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Government of 1,
Minlstry of Environment, Foree, nd Climate Change
Lruiesi Conscrvatign DMSi on)

Indira ParyavaranBhawan,

JorBagh Road, Aliganj,

N

Dated:p Aprii, 2022
1¢ Principal Secretary,

overnment of West Bengal,

Allarn. 700 008
allatn 700 NA8

ib:  Diversion of 109.459 ha of forest land for Open Cast Mining P-rnject at

ourangdih ABC coal mine in [avour of WB';}mneral Development and "Trndl_ng
vrporation under Durgapur Forest Division, West Bengal.

adam/Sir,

[um directed to refer to the above subject proposal and to inform that the instant proposal
is been considered by FAC in its meeting held on 31.03.2022 and the minutes of the meeting
bs seen at www.parivestumicin. The FAC infer-afia recommended thar: s
. Schedule-1 species like Porcupine, Rock Python, Spectacled Cobra, ete. have been
reported in the area. Comments of the Chief Wildlife Warden of the State on thelikely
inpact of thie project on wiidiife and mitigatng measures, if any, required 1o be taken

for the conservation and development of the wildlife be obtained and intimated to the
Ministry, =

» Detailed purpose wise breakup of the. fqrg;i land as well as non-forest land in

commensuration with the land use proposed in the approved mining plan needs 1o be
FECE T . ! R ST IO - P -
i ST SURy T e

lii. Adequacy of existing road infrastructure to accommodate the ingreased transportation

of conl from the propased mine and sxisting tines m

) asr ha infasecad La: 3he Consn
supported with scientific and factual inputs.

...... = ORIy A GEiViiiived W iw Aieibe
s e siieat) 3
tv.Railway siding is reported to be located at distance of 20 km from the proposed mine

which is reported 1o be used by other mines also, therefore, possibility of evacuation of
coal using common closed/piped conveyor carridor should also be explored to reduce

-
-

e s o
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| f’d[p/ GOVERNMENT oF weST BENGAL el !
Pt Offics o e o RECTORAYE oF FoRESTS omal |
v *he Principa) Chjer Conscrvator of Forests (Wildlife) he==h |

Blkash Bhaw & Chief Wildlits Warden, West Bengal s
: . iengn
ey 2eth Block, Thizd Floor, Saltlake City, Kolkata - 700 091.

- ; CINA Ban, "
LA peetwlh-whEnie fnp o - -OS00/2358-3208, Fax. 91-033-2334-5046
c'ln,pmr”'ﬂmeﬂ-.fd-wh@bnuxh.guv.in, Visit us at www,wildbengal.com

Memo No.: 9307
FH ! 2M-33(P 11y 2005 Date: £3/11/2022
To:  The Chaimap
State Eﬂﬁmnmcm 1
Department of Bayire - 35SMent Authority (SETAA)

S b: ‘I". i &3 Ny
" WM Conservtion Pl of Gowangfih ABC Coe Mine - reg.

Rells 1. General Mana

i1/1072022

APCCF :
& CCF, South-East Circle’s letter no. 3105/SEC/2M-10 dated 2171072022,

ger (Projects), WBMDTCL's memo no. MDTC/PM-S/144/Env/2879 dated
% 3,

Sir,

Ths e .

£ PYRILIC Conservation Plan for Gourangdih ABC Opencast Coal Mining Project is Eppyeel
from this end for seeking Environment Clearance.

Encl: as stated
e - Yours faithfully, *
i i
. {Debal Bad >
Principal Chief CodServator of Forests, Wildlife
& Chicf Wildlife Warden, West Benpal _
Memo No.: 3¢ Q{Q)l WL / 2M-33(Pe-11)/ 2021 Datez 23/ 11/2022 |

Copy forwarded for information to :-

1 Thc General Manager (Project), West Benpal Mineral Development & Trading Corpotation 1 3d
E-muii: whmdicltd@gmail.com / wbmdtel.gabe@gmail.com e
The Chief Conservator of Forests, South-East Circle, West Bengal,

3. 'The Divisicnal Forest Offices, Durgapur Division, West Benpni.

)

F\O A
Ll

- eBal Rav)
incipal Chief Conservator of Forests Wildli
& Chief Wildlife Warden, West Bc:'ign; e

Sarta WLiHyg)




Aranya Bhavap, Blos

Np. 1676-For/O/L/10T-01 #2010

From: Deputy Secretary to the Gove, or Weet

The Assistant Inspector Gen
Ministry of Environment, Fo
{Forest Conservatiap Division),
Govt. of India, Indira p3
Jorbagh Road, Alizan;

New Delhi-110 003,

To:

Thiets & =
: 943;..* [F 8 W

Sub:
at Gourangdih ABC ¢
Trading Cornoratic; un

sir,

lamdirected to send herewith paraw
information and taking necessary o

e
o

Cepy forwarded for in formation

The APPCF & Nodal Officer, FCA, 1980

FASuman Rey\10T\L-107T-01-2019 docx
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Tyavaran Bhawap

Proposal for diversion of109.459
al mine jg
der Durgagys
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Btangy,

204, Sactor-1i1, Salt Lake City

Kolkata, the 24 November, 2022
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"Me thange,

forest land for open cast mining project
Vour of WE Minara! De

.'."

FForest Division.

x:

sy

{ ] === __ &
YOICpmiciit and

ur
Yours faithiuiiy,

Seff~
-

Deputy Secretary

Kolkata, the 24» November, 2022

Jhle o
Deputy é_e?r%;:‘nﬂ e




Field Inspection Report of the Sub-Committee constituted vide Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change’s Office Memorandum dated
24.04.2023 for inspection of Forest Land proposed for diversion for open-cast
Coal Mining at Gourangdih ABC Coal Mine in favour of West Bengal Mineral
Development and Trading Corporation Limited (WBMDTCL), West Bengal.

This is in reference to MOEF&CC'’s above mentioned office memorandum vide which
a sub-committee was constituted for inspection of the area proposed for diversion of
109.459 ha of Forest Land for open-cast coal mining project, ABC Coal Mine at
Gourangdih in favor of West Bengal Mineral Development and Trading Corporation
Limited (WBMDTCL) under Durgapur Forest Division, West Bengal.

The details of the case are as under:

1. Government of West Bengal vide letter no. 84-For/0/L/10T-01/2019 dated
14.01.2009 submitted the above subject proposal for seeking prior approval
under section Il of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980. The details of the
proposal are available on the ‘PARIVESH' portal of the Ministry.

2. The Forest Advisory Committee (FAC) of the ministry in its meeting held on
31.03.2022 examined the proposal along with the Site Inspection Report (SIR)
and recommendations of the Regional office of MoEF&CC, Bhubaneshwar.

3. The FAC during its meeting on 31.03.2022 made certain observations and
also recommended that a sub-committee of FAC will visit the area to look into
the observations raised by the FAC and report on the same for further
consideration of the FAC. Regional Officer, Kolkata was also to be a part of
the sub-committee.

4. In view of the observations of the FAC, the Ministry vide letter dated
08.04.2022 sought clarification from the West Bengal Government on the
observations made by the FAC. A sub-committee of the FAC was also
constituted by the Ministry on 08.04.2022.

5. The Government of West Bengal vide letter no. 1676-For/O/L/10T-01/2019
dated 24.11.2022 submitted its response on the observations made by the
FAC.

6. Since, the sub-committee of the FAC constituted on 08.04.2022 could not visit
the area of the instant proposal and in the meanwhile the tenure of Mr. Sanjay
Deshmukh, Expert, Non-official Member, FAC, who was also a member of the
above-mentioned sub-committee expired, the Ministry reconstituted the sub-
committee of the FAC vide OM dated 24.04.2023 comprising of Shri Manoj
Pant, Expert Member, FAC, Smt. Soma Das, IRO, Kolkata and Nodal Officer,
Department of Forest, West Bengal.

ﬂ\\ n({*w/}
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7. The sub-committee along with the field staff of Durgapur Forest Division
inspected the instant area on 29.05.2023. Representatives of the user agency
were also present during the field inspection. The observations of the sub-
committee after inspection of the said area are as under:

A. The FAC in its meeting held on 31.03.2022 had sought the comments of
the Chief Wildlife Warden, West Bengal on the likely impact of the project
on the wildlife and the mitigation measures required to be taken if any. As
informed by Nodal Officer West Bengal, the Wildlife Conservation Plan has
been prepared and approved by PCCF (Wildlife) and submitted to State
Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA), Department of
Environment, Government of West Bengal vide Memo no. 3362/WL/2M-33
(Pt-11)/2021 dated 23.11.2022. and also to IRO Kolkata on 27.03.2023
(Annexure 1).

B. There appears to be a contradiction between the area as approved by the
Ministry of Mining, Government of India and the area mentioned in the
instant proposal. As informed by the user agency, a total of 370 ha area of
the Coal Block comprising of 92.53 ha of forest land was allocated by the
Ministry of Coal, Government of India for Gourangdih ABC Coal Mine.
However, as informed by the user agency, this revised proposal of the coal
block from 370 ha to 356.575 ha and increasing the forest area from 92.53
ha of forest land to 109.459 ha is yet to be approved by the Coal Ministry.

C. Regarding adequacy of existing road infrastructure to accommodate the
increased transportation of coal, the response of the State Government
may be examined.

D. Regarding suggestion of the FAC, to explore the possibility of evacuation
of coal using common, closed/piped conveyor, the financial implications of
the proposal as per the study conducted through transaction advisor M/s.
KPMG International as provided by the State Government is high and is
not financially viable.

E. Since, the revised mining plan is yet to be approved by the Ministry of
Coal, the tabular statement indicating various types of land use including
dumping area also needs be revised and the revised map to be uploaded
on PARIVESH portal accordingly.
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In addition to the observations made by the FAC and the response of the State
Government thereof, the sub-committee cross-checked the boundary of the
proposed mining area by randomly selecting the boundary pillars and cross-checking
their GPS locations with the DGPS surveyed and geo-reference map of forest land
use plan in Gourangdih ABC Coal Mine as uploaded on the PARIVESH portal of the
Ministry. The details are as under:

-Boundary Pillar GPS location as per GPS location as per
Number as per uploaded Map Ground T#bdthing

the map V5

14 N 23°49'24.744" N 23°49'24.61" \
E 86°57'56.55" E 86°57'58.81"
13 N 23°49'24 528" N 23°49'24 61"
E 86°57'54.180" E 86°57'55.19"
79/A31 N 23°49'23.179" N 23°49'23.06"
E 86°57'49.458" E 86°57'49.39"
79/A12 N 23°49'27.408" N 23°49'29.54"
E 86°58'23.232" E 86°58'41.18"
79/A13 N 23°49'28.056" N 23°49'27 62"
E 86°58'27.94" E 86°58'41.36"
C-19/C-12/ Forest- N 23°49'06.88" N 23°49'06.88"
81 E 86°59'49.73" E 086°59'49.73"
C-13/C-20/ Forest- N 23°49'88.54" N 23°49'08.54"
82 E 86°59'52.15" E 86°59'52.15"
C-14/C-21/ Forest- N 23°49'09.26" N 23°49'09.26"
83 E 86°59'56.99" E 86°59'56.99"
C-19/C-28/ Forest- N 23°49'01.93" N 23°48'44 46"
134 E 87°00'07.24" E 86°59'51.60"
C-32/C-48 N 23°48'47.70" N 23°48'47.38"
E 86°59'40.85" E 86°59'40.547"
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The geo location of the boundary pillars as indicated in the uploaded map are within
reasonable limits of the ground verification.

Vi.

Vil.

The extent of the boundary of the forest area as marked in the uploaded
map has to be in consonance with the records of the Forest Department,
West Bengal. The user agency may be advised to revise the land use map
as per the revised approved mining plan after verification and certification
by the Forest Department and upload the same on the PARIVESH portal.

The user agency may also be advised to submit the schedule of Forest
land of the said area as per the revised plan.

The safety zone along the periphery of the proposed mining area has not
been marked by the user agency.

The user agency may be advised to explore the possibilities of identifying
the dumping areas outside the forest area and may also revise tabular
statement regarding redistribution of area accordingly.

No mining activity was observed on the proposed site on the date of
inspection.

There is no overlapping of boundaries with the adjoining mine on the
eastern boundary of the proposed area.

No instance of violation of FC Act, 1980 was observed during the
inspection.

e inspection report is hereby submitted for further necessary action.

0"
3\ > \Lgf
Dr. Soma Das, IGF(C) Nodal Officer, FCA
IRO, Kolkata West Bengal
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Government of Weo: neneal

- TR RRaAl DCLIES

. Directorate

Ofice of the Principal Chief Consery

of Forests
ator s - 2k
armnyva Dhawnn, Black: 1 2 104 ¢ r of Forests, Head of Forest Force

it Lake Cin  Sector - [ii. Kolkata:
Phone - Fax:: (033) 2335 858 € Cigy, Sector - (1, Kolkata:: 700 106

3) 177751, e-mail : nfcanwb@ gmail.com
Visit us at www,

e westhengalfurestgovin
Mo 2 5% /L& LT/2M-133417 Dated: 23.11.2022.
To: The Additional Chief Secretany to the Govi, st wees Reneal

Department of Forest. e . oo

Sub: Di\?ﬁiny\ o_f 10_9.4_59 ha. of foreat land for Onens Cast Mining Proiect at Gauranodib
ABC coal mine in favour of WB Mineral Deye A irangrith

X nt and Tradi i ;
Durgapur Forest Division, West Ben gal. .IGT'mt rading Corporation under

Dl
1. Govt. of India, MoEF & CC File No.8-03/2010FC dated 08.04.2022, EDS raised on
Parivesh Portal {Proposal Na, Fplwn,!‘"“’?ﬁﬁﬁ@[i@l?}, . 3
2. West Bengal Mineml Development & Trading Corporation Ltd. letter No.
MDTC/PM-5/ 144(F)(PL-11)/2915 dated 17.10.2020° — ©°
3. The Chief Conservator of Forests, South East Circle, W.B’s letter No. 3105/SEC/
2M-10 dated 21.10.2022.
Sir,

With reference to above Para-wise reply is submitted as follows :-
Para (i)

Wildlife Conservation Plan has been prepared and submitted to the P.C.C.F., Wildlife
& Chief Wildlife Warden vide Chief Conservator of Forests, South-East Circle, W.B's No.
31053 /SEC/2M-10 dated 21.10.2022.

Para {il) to [vi) |
Reply riven by West Bengal Mineral Development & Trading Corporation Lid, letter
No. MDTC/PM-5/144(F)(Pr-11)/2915 dated 17.10.2022 {copy enclosed).

a

Taraivii]
The Sub-Committee of FAC may visit the area if deemed necessary.

Bw_EE = £

These replies may kindly be forwarded to iRG, Rolkaia ior co nsideralion

Submitted Please, Yours faithfully,
a,zju 2022
Addl, Principal Chief Conservdtoy of Forests &

tncl.: As siaiéd avove Nodal Officer, FCA
No. 9254 L& LT/2M-1334/17 Dated: 23.11.2022.

Copy forwarded for information and necessary écﬁorx: to :-
The Chief Conservatar of Forests, Snuth-E{a?t‘CircIc, W.B.
Tha Divisianal Forest Officer, Durgapur Division,

The General Manager {Projects), WBMD & 7C Lid,, WBIIDC Building, 3 Floor,
DJ-10, Sector-I1, Salt Lake, Kolkata-700091.
XY=y aziyla—

AddiL Principal Chile! Conservatoy of Forests &

"t _ At AT TMMA

L b
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Go:f::fdtm OF WEST BENGAL
Office of 1he ;sm.,..cf?f"‘.“ OF FoREsTS
e TR ST

Website - www. wildhe B 530G/2358-3208, Fax,

i Lonservatar of F '
& Chief witg of Forests, Wildlife
1[‘5' ‘iuard
Bikash Ehawan, o, Block, =0, Weat Bengal

Tl Ho.0a3 201 3", Flaor, Sait Lake City, Folxata:; 760 091

033.2334.%916
ngalc
,_...--m—---—---—’—....._,_'_’_a,i.ii &-mail peetwl-wh@nicin & whuildlite@gmail com
e 112820331 /a1 B = o b e b SR
—

To

Date : 05.05.2022

The Printipal Thief Contervmrs. o¢ fo

wWest Bengal

Sub:

faf:

LRGeS & o

i At‘tn l'] H "I'i1 o
fRara Yalukdey, 175, Addi. POCE & Nodal Officer, FCA, West Bengal |
Diversion of 109.459 ha of foreat land for open cast mining project at Gourangdih ABC coal
mine In favour of win se: .

72 Wineial Geveiopment and Trading Carpn. — impact af project &
wildlife and mitigation measures — comments

GEL MnFERCMe 8ls 8 Aafananna g

3. ea___ . mimencl.iiTaL
-TASjAVadrL @i UBMLIL , his QIICE IVICTIIU (isdemry 5dmg =35

33(PL.11/2021 dt. 13.04.21 and your mall dt.29.04.22.

With reference to the subject and communications quoted above, this is to state that the

arez is not particularly rich in biodiversity, However, certain species as Indicated in parnt-ll of
proposal exist in the area. Open cast mining will disturh the habitat of those animals, particularly

the burrowing ones. Following mitigation measures sre proposed.

8,

Building rescue and rehabilitation fadlity for all displaced animals. :

CRTRLE e £ mmmmmemtimm I s msa=
7 WIS ST 20 SEAwTl 457 ARl =Eaa.

e € 8 os__ st-aaba —imles aras mav he tennaulatad once the mining is over.

FOiiRiiaRt s 2% MMiGe Sbis plitilliipy Si5@ s g == 220 s 4

The mining work may be carried outin a phased manner and reclamation of one area may
T (I e e 1
De COMpIgiEy usivis

A wildlife conservation plan may be prepared for post-mining restoration of wildlife.

ithlully,
(m-:a B ) "\
Principal Chief Cofiservator of Forests, Wildlite &

ro2_2urnldlifa Wardan Weet Benaal
LIS danlan® Yoo D05, Ty TS

PCCFWL: g5




!z‘sﬁ’-g_-i‘ﬁmtﬂt ol West rng. li
Office of the Princi . ectargte of Farests
al en
Rt M Bal Chief ¢y “Wﬁramr of Forests, Head af Forest Farce

Motk fayn, o TRIDERL R e e
i“u;um-- : ock- i.’n 15 '-'hl“ L.‘ﬂ‘.i. LAY, ECLul = 1, Rutkata: LU0 100

Fax: -
axz (033) 2335 ﬂsam 51, e-mail : pleawb@gmail.com
No-J328%  LRTT/2N 13_3?55?1‘ TwesthengIOTeSLEOVIR. .

To: The IRD Kalkata,
Muﬂ' & CC, Gove

Daied: £7.G3.20Z3

Mmment gf !min

515 i j-i Jl.lll,ﬂ -iii '.'h“[ i ‘\hn cn
Kolkata-700106, e
Sub:  Wildlife Conserv :
se nnltlnn Man [WLCP) ﬁmﬂurannﬂ ih ABC Coal mine as submitted by WBMDTCL.
Bel- FAC meecting keld o 20 *!UJIZQZB in New Dv]'hi

Bl e
Frldseaddiid,

With reference to the above the wi.cp asapproved by PCCF WL and CWEL vide his memo No.
I3A7 }‘WI 728233 fp, Hifano

Spf denrl ) d
Mokl & CC.

r-"'h’” INUL l \l_f ,""l Lo lLiiltu on mepmjﬂﬂ U]lh: h[s mema NO 1 IZQf‘VI /251 33 {F[ "}!2021
dated 05/05/2022 (copy enclosed),

led 73.‘“!20& is enclosed herewith for onward transmission to

Encl.: As stated above.

Yours faithfully,

Adai. Principal Ch 1@&?&“0:}; EZ}%S:

& Nodal Officer, Forest Conservativn Act.
4
No- 15394 L&LTZMA3342017 Dated:  27.03.2023

Copy forwarded far kind information and necessary action to:

The C hlef Managmg D]rm,tnr, West Bengnl Mineml Dewlupmom :md 'Iradm;, Corporation
Lm‘uted (WRMDTCL), 3% Floor, DJ-10, WBIIDC Bullding, D] Block, Sector-11, Salt Lake City,

nta, TRAANGT ool I-,lr\....-.m! -.nwﬁ
l’; !!“'“:-i -'Su\.- - t\ wF #i'ﬁ‘t\i .b Lt il'.
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pollution loads on the exisung T oad infrastructure.

v. As per detaiied provided
comprising of 247116 ha of non-forest land and 102459 ha of forest land.
Corresponding demail of area m-:_?nli-n‘ned in the approved MEPEE.?I.M‘ are different
wherein 101al area has Deeil (CUOHEd @5 370 113 COMPIIsMKE Ui Yo 02 (d O i0iesi iand

and 277.47 ha of non-forest land. Discrepancy in the area needs to be rectified by the

File No.8-03r2019FC

Sy FLoT b i e SR, IO ¥s,
hiasiish, AU ILG HEaWGi YR b sadl il s

State and exact detail may be provided to the Ministry,

vi. Areas of Mining Plan and Mining lease are not same. Ministry’s guidelines stipulated

Zunie, exiernal dumps, infiasii
vii.A Sub-Committee of the FAC will visit the area to look into the above observations of

tha FAL and n ran e th
g AL Foepon o i g

SEREEIN o e A SR e T e e e
Caire, gic. l'llfly O HILHTHIIEG Uy i Odae.

FFE M3 shin s=ins 22::! b =
e S EEFFFw FAEFA Arow misiatisEFIdw

snd = rep : c
Commirtee. Regional Officer, Kalkata will also be port of the Sub-Conumittec,

In view of above Govi of West Bengal is requesied 1o provide the clarificanon/

tee #lim reminar ja FLL TL €
TR P 17 )

o L |

that area of safety zone should be inside the mining lease while the same has been kept
oul side the iease area in i€ &Xiani case Simiiarly, aicd of oxicmal dumps and
infrastructure have also been kept outside the [ease, Rationale for net including
143.305 ha of arca outside the lease containing vital project components like safety

information‘documents on points as indicated a point (i) to {vi) above for further necessary
action. It is also requested to co ordinate with the IRO kolkaia for the visit of subcommirtee

as specified by FAC at para vii above

Copy to:

N bii
» .

4¥T]

4.
5.
6

.
Sup

—2 o T O, O, (oo, LD o e Py =15 2
§HIC CTINCTjRai il L Giiaciy 4ol

Kolkata.
The Neodal Officer (FCA), O/o the PCCF, Government of West Bengal,

Yours faithfully,

Roikaia.
Regional Officer (Central), Integrated Regional Office, Kolkata.to co ordinate

' with Government of West Bengal for the visit of FAC subcommittee

User agency. :
Monitoring Cell of FC Division, MoEF&CC, New Delhi.
Guard file.

Signed by Sanc

o L L :"I'-_:
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Fiie No.8-03/201g:

*

Government of 1, :
Minlstry of I‘,nvlmnmcnt, i‘ﬂrm; snd Climate Change

{Foiesi Lﬁﬁbmuno
oist ] Dlvisloﬂ)

Indira ParyavaranBhawan

JorBagh Road, Aliganj,

New Deini= 110003,

e f

Dated:p Apeli, 20z
1¢ Principal Secretary,

avernment of West Bengal,

Allaa 0NN NAY
iisaiaEe s oww Ha

ib:  Diversion of 109.459 ha of forest land 'for Open Cast Mining Project at
ourangdih ABC coal mine in favour of WB Minera! Development and Trading
orporaiion under Durgspur Forest Division, West Bengal.

adam’Sir,

1 am direcled to refer to the above subjcct proposal and to inform that thei instant proposal

s b;cn considered by FAC in its mcctlng helfd on 31.03.2022 and the minutes of the meeting
iy ¢ seen @ Www.parivesiumic.in, The FAC infer-giia recommended that:

I. Schedule-1 species like Porcupine, Rock Python, Spectacled Cobra, ete. have been

reported in the area. Comments of the Chief Wildlife Warden of the State on thelikely

iipact of e project on wildlife and ouiigatng measures, if any, required to be taken

for the conservation and development of the Wﬂdlzfe be obtained and mumnlcd to the
Ministry,

. Detailed purpose wise breakup of the. fom’t land as well as non-forest land in
wmmensuranon with the land use prupuscd’in the approved mining plan nzeds to be

o
nforme 1ed UJ’ the alsic.

iii. Adequacy of existing road infrastructure to nccummodatc the increased transporation

n* Cﬂ“i rﬂ’““ ﬂ\ﬁ nrnﬁnenA Wunn qqul nwuohng t‘hvn-e mney hae imfrcmead Liy sha
[ il pied

supported with scientific and factual inputs.

Cam
Fimy v Adfiviieiuid u’ i ui—l b

tv. Railway siding is reported to be located at dmance of 20 ki from the nmmwd mine_
which is reported to be used by other mines also, therefore, possibility of evacuation of
coal using common closed/piped conveyor comdor should also be explored to reduce
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3 g GQVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL [l
I o DIRECToORATE o ronceTs ' 2!5"*?;‘ .
\‘_} bl LS Ol dhe El;:lclg:‘:]'] ]?]hhr Conservator of F nrclst.q (Wildlife) hx.."'—" i

sh i o lifo Warden, West B n
4 han e Nur'ﬂ‘}; oek, Third ;lﬂne:bﬂ'::nk: :::;t}'. Holkata - 700 031
Einails pectwis | Mo, 233 4-6300/2358-3208, Fax. 51-033-2334-5946 ]
Memo No- 03 L"bf nicinfpeefy wlofTico, fd-whEbanglagov.in, Visit us at www,wildbengal.com
WL 12M-33¢pt. -1V 202) s Date: §3/11/2022

12 Tne Chairmanp
State Envimnm:nt I
Mpact Assessment
S : ent Authority (SETAA)
fanment of Envipy, tmzal, Govi, of West Bengal,

Sub:
ub:  Wildlife Con servation Plan of Uoumngdih ABC Coal Mine - -reg.

Ref: 1. ral M
ﬁifmmm-. get (Projects), WBMDTCL's memo no. MDTC/PM-5/144/Env/2879 dated

i 2, ,
3 APCCF & CCF, South-East Cirele’s Jester 00. 3105/SEC/2M-10 dated 21/10/2022.

Sir,

"hu. ur’ua = m

e Conservation Plan for Gamngd'h ABC Opencast Coal Mining Project is approved
from this end for secking Environment Clearane

Encl: as stated . Yours faithfully, *
1
"
(Debal Railyn®
Principal Chief CoviServator of Forests, Wildlife
& Chief Wildlife Warden, West Benpal
Memo No.: sgtq{gym. { 2M-33(Pe-11) 2021 Date: 2371172022

Copy forwarded for information to :-

L The ‘G‘Cﬂﬂ'ﬂ] Munagcf (Prq'cct)* “"351‘. Bﬂﬂgﬂl Mmcral Dﬂt!opmt & deml! Cmmnh'\ﬁ 1 hl
E~maii: whmdicltd@gmaii.com / whmdtel, gabe(@gmail.com
2. The Chief Conservator of Forests, South-East Circle, West Ben enl.
3. 'The Divisional Forest Officer, Durgapur Division, West Benrml.

g

¢Bal Ray)

. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Wildlife
& Chief Wildlife Warden, West Bengnl

Lara Wistg)
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i' ~ (Gt Bl
'(, ‘:)‘ 15(""22" Governme -- ‘ y
Fik D ot %5y Benga
4 i y fmﬂ.’;ﬁg&hmﬂ;
:O Aranya Bhavap, Blosi s - i!-:q"'_?"?,
: 04, Sector-111, Salt Lake City
Ko. 1676-For/0/L/10T-01 /2010 ; R R
Kolkata, the ovember, 2022
From: Deputy Secretary to the Gove, of W, na
ket
To:  The Assistant Inspector General of Forests,
Ministry of Enviranment, Foroet- a0 : _ﬂ"t}
{Forest Conservatign Division}, E&Uunge
Govt. of India, Indira Paryavargn Bhawap,
E larhagh Road Aliganj,
? New Delhi-110 003,
} .
Sub:  Proposal for divers 4
b g:ura ngdih A B;_'Bn 0f109,4595?% forest land for open cast mining project
o edi L coal mine 5 favour of WR Minerat Development and
Tra INZ Lorporatisn under Durga-“f--‘iw‘ est Division.
Sir, '
Wiiii reference 1o your letter I‘i% — Pl
iraiicite ceia L Frmo. 803/ 202%5 dt. 08/04/2022 &n the aforesaid subject,
tam directed to send herewith para wise eply rectlved from Directorate of Forests far vaur Lind
Information and taking Recessary action at your epd e T '
Tours faithiuiiy,
0 47
\:j‘;ql ATl
Deputy Secretary
No.1676/1(1)-For Kolkata, the 24m November, 2022
Copy forwarded for informatinn o o
The APPCF & Nodal Officer, FCA, 1980 £
J__g_-g ; fﬁr‘r‘ Y
Deputy Seffé’f:ib’ .
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