
GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
FOREST, ENVIRONMENT & CLIMATE CHANGE DEPARTMENT

l\,4emo No 10A65 reacc, Date 1a.06,29

Copy of Government of lndia, MoEF&CC (FC Division), New Delhi Letter No.8-
112O24-FC d1d.11.06.2024 on the matter for proposal for seeking prior approval of the
Central Government under Section-2 of the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan)
Adhiniyam, 1980 for non-forestry use of 134.69 ha of forest land for Expansion of Kulda
Open cast Coal lvining Project of Basundhara Area of Mahanadi Coalfields Limited in

Sundargarh District under Sundargarh Forest Division loMarded to the Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests & HoFF, Odisha for information and necessary action.

He is requested to please furnish the required information directly to the Ministry
under intimation to this Department

df"fe\^-r
OSD-cum-Special Secretary to Government

lvlemo No t1Ltb0 /FE&CC Date lg' 06'
Copy with copy of enclosure foMarded to the Principal Chief Conservator of

Forests (Wildlife) & Chief Wildlife Warden, odisha/ Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
(FD&NO, FCA), O/o the PCCF & HoFF, Odisha for information and necessary action.

A"iolq"'"
OSD-cum-Special Secretary to Government

lvlemo No /FE&CC. Date tg ,06. z9
Copy with copy of enclosure forwarded to the Regional Chief Conservator of Forest,

Rourkela Circle/ Divisional Forest Officer, Sundargarh Forest Division for information and
lecessarv action. 

)*trr1Ll-^l

OSD-cum-Special Secretary to Government
vremo No. lA4 6Z reacc, out" g'a6.

Copy with copy of enclosure forwarded to the Steel & l\.4ines Departmenu Director,
Environment-cum-Special Secretary to Government, FE&CC DepartmenV Member
Secretary, SPCB, Odisha/ Collector, Sundargarh for information and necessary action.

4,.4u1.r
OSD-cum-Special Secretary to Government

r\.4emo No. IOV b? neacc, o"t" .06.2
Copy with copy of enclosure forwarded to the Chief Manager Mines, O/o the Project

Officer, Kulda OCP, Basundhara Area, l\4CL, Sundargarh, Odisha-770076 for information
and necessary aclion.

4.4c-l-.1
OSD-cum-Special Secretary to Government

By Posti e-mail

FE-DlV-FLD-0033-2024 I 1OF (Cons)-2312024



t3o6of E17o2l
8-712o24-FC

Government of India
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

(Forest Conservation Division)

I3a o6.{oey

Indira Paryavaran Bhawan,
Aliganj, Jor Bag Road,

New Delhi - 1roo03.
Dated: Jure,2024

ll+,\

The Addl. Chief Seqetary (Forests),
Govemment of Odisha,
Bhubanesrvar

Sub: Proposal for seeking prior approval of the Central Government
under Section z of the Van (San-rakshan Evam Samvartlhan) Adhiniyam,
1980 for non-forestry use of 134.69 ha of forest lald for Exlransion of
I(rlda Open Cast Coal Minfuig Project of Basu:ndhara Area of Mahananfi
Coalfields Limited in Sund.argarh District under Sundargarh Forest
Division-r'eg.

Madam/Sir,

I am directed to refer to the State Governm€nt of Odisha's letter No. FE-
DIV-FLD-oog3-2o24-7629/FE&CC dat""A 2s.o4.2o24 on the above subject seeldng
prior approlal of the Central Government in accordance with Section 2 of the Van
(Sanlai<shan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980 and to say that after examination
of the proposal the follou,ing shodcoming has been observed:

i. 7906 trees has been repofied as project affected tlees in t[]e online proposal
u'hile the inspection report ofthe DFO mentioD the same as 30,441. The same
needs to be rectified by the user agency by providing the couect Dumber of
trees im,oh,ed in the project.

ii. Compensatory afforestation, as pel the provisions of the Van (Sanmkshan
EYam Samrardhan) Rules, zoz3, should l:e raised over non-forest/revenue
forest land or the lands accredited under ACA can also be swapped in lieu of
CA. The State Government may, therefore, inform the details of mined out and
reclaimed non-forest lands available u,ith M/S MCL and possibility of using
tbem as CA.

iii. As per analysis of the land use detaiis giveu in the proposals follouing
disclepancies have been observed and same be clalifieil:

a) State Govemment's forr,r,alding ietter mentions total forest arca
involved in the I(ulda OCP as 354.06 ha u'hile fiom the perusal of
approl'al granted in the past, the total forest area comes out to be
862.58 ha (2zZ .B9+134.69). The State Government therefore, u'hile
rcctifl'ing this disclepancy should clalif,'the exact i[voh'ernert of
forcst arca in tlle extaut proposals as rell as in the approyals granted iD
the past.

To



b) As per detail provided in the Mining PIan (Page-r of Chapter-z), the
total lease area has been revised to 9zr.3o5 ha from the 634.20 ha used
in Phase-I i.e. additional increase of 287.ro ha is involved in the phase-
II. R&R PIan indicates the total area i[volved in the expansion project
as 284.10 ha while as per proposal submitted online and approved
Mining Plan, tle total in$emental arca is indicated as 295.62 ha.
Discrepaney may be rectifi.ed by the State.

c) A.tl area of 8.52 ha from the already diverted forest land of 227,89 ha \s
also being used in the extant expansion proposal, n'hich amounts to
modification of approval dated 8.o8.2oo7. The State Gol€rnmert
therefore, needs to provide a KML file ofthe already approved area and
area being utiiized in the extant extension proposal. Change in the land
use of other components ofthe existing project. If any also be informed
by the State Government.

iv. Examination of the cost benefit ana'lysis revealed that the loss of the EC&S has
been estimated by taking the NPV value corresponding to the loraer canopy
vegetation density. The DFC in Part-II indicated the canopy density of RF and
of Revenue Forests as o.6 and o.4, respectively u,hile the corresponding values
taken for the estimation of loss of EG&SS are o.5 and o.3, respectively. As
estimation of most of the parameterc is based on the value of NPV, it lvill,
therefore, be apprcpriate that entile CB analysis may be rcvisited by taldng
iuto account the correct canopy density as mentioned in the online Part-II.

\,. The State Government in its forh?lding letter, adyerting to submission made
by the DFO, mentioned the peal( rated capacity of the mine is 21 MTPA 1a'hile

approval dated 10.06.2020 of the Board of Directors of the MCL fot' Mining
Plan, submitted oBlire, mentioned the capacity as 18.75 MTPA. The State
Gol€lnment may thet'efore confirm if any rcr'ised approval for enhancing the
capacity of the mine to 21 MIPA con'eyed by the BOD of MCL.

vi. It is observed that proposed project is in the proximity of the Basundhara
riYer and its tdbutaries such as Chattajornallah. lmpact of the proposed
expansion of mining on Chattajornallah nallah and mitiSation measules, if
any, needed to be undertaken needs to be informed bythe State.

vii. The measurcs proposed by the user agency fol the transportation of the
excavated coal from tlle mines to the nealest rcad/mil head also needs to be
flirnished by the State.

r.iii. A monitoring repoft on the status of compliance of conditions, stipulated in
the approval dated 8.o8.2oo7 granted over 227.89 ha offorest 1and.

ix. Proposal intoh,es rehabilitation of 975 families while the R&R Plan submitted
online is already being implemented. The State Government may therefore
inform ifthe PIan submitted alorg $.ith the proposal include the 975 families
also and the status of approval of the R&R PIan b), the competent authodv
whether obtained or ),et to be obtained.

In vie\l, ofabol'e, the State Govelnment is requested to flrrnisir in{ormation, as
indicated abol'e, for further consideration ofthe pt'oposal in the Ministry.

You tu

(Chalan Jeet Singh)
Sciertist'D'

1

0.1o-t,



Copy to:

i. PCCF (HoFF), Deparrment of Forests, Government of Odisha, Bhubaneswar.
ii. Dy. DGF (Central), Regional Of6ce ofthe MoEF&CC at Bhubaneswar.
iii. Nodal Officer (FCA), Department of Forests, Government of Odisha,

Bhubaneswar.
iv. User Atency
v. Monitoring Cell, FC Division, MoEF&CC, New Delhi for up'loading on

PARnESH portal.


