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“15. Proceedings against persons guilty of offences under Adhiniyam.— (1) With effect from
such date as the Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gagzette, appoint in this
behalf, officer holding the rank of Divisional Forest Officer or Deputy Conservator of Forests or
above in the State Government or Union territory Administration or an officer holding the rank
of Assistant Inspector General of Forests or above in the Regional Office of the Central
Government, having jurisdiction over the forest land in respect of which any offence under the
Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980 (69 of 1980) is committed or violation
of the provisions of the Adhiniyam has been made, shall initiate legal proceedings and file
complaints against such person, authority or organisation, prima-facie found guilty of offence
under the said Adhiniyam or the violation of the rules made thereunder, in the court having
jurisdiction in the matter.

(2) The Central Government or the Regional Offices under the Central Government, after
receiving the information with respect to offence committed or violations made, shall, after
examination, communicate the same to the State Government or Union territory Administration
and the authorities concerned under whose jurisdiction the offence under the Adhiniyam has
been committed or any provision of the said Adhiniyam has been violated, for filing the
complaint against the offenders before the court having jurisdiction within a period of forty five
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