OFFICE OF THE DIVISIONAL FOREST OFFICER,
SUNDARGARH FOREST DIVISION

Phone No0-06622-272243, E-Mail- dfo.sundargarh@odisha.gov.in

No. ﬁéﬁ /4F (Misc.) /Dated. , U01/2025

To
The General Manager,
Mahalaxmi Area of MCL.

Sub: - Proposal for non-forestry use of 227.62 ha of forest land within a total mining lease area of 323.92 ha
within Basundhara (West) Extension Opencast Coal mining project by Mahanadi Coalfields Limited
(MCL).

Ref: - 1) Letter Dated 14.01.2025 of MoEF &CC, Gol (FC Division).
2) Memo No. 1398 dt. 18.01.2025 of Chief Conservator of Forests (Nodal).

Sir,

With reference to the letter cited above, the MoEF & CC has observation raised vide point no. (1 to 6)
and communicated by the Chief Conservator of Forests (Nodal)vide letter under reference, against the proposed
diverted land for Basundhara (West) Extension Opencast Coal mining project of MCL.

Therefore, you are requested to comply the above observation of MoEF & CC, for taking further
action at this end.

The copy of Memo No. 1401 dt. 18.01.2025 of Chief Conservator of Forests (Nodal) is enclosed
herewith.
Encl:-As above.

Yours faithfully,

g o

Divisionkl Forest Officer,

/\bé %@ndargarh Forest Division.
Memo No. Z /4F (Misc.)/ 2025 Dt. | g701/2025

Copy forwarded to the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Forest Diversion & Nodal Officer, FC
Act, O/O the PCCF, Odisha for favour for information and necessary action with reference to Memo No.1398 dt.

18.01.2025. T
WO 0%

Divisional Forest Officer,

q{\S}ndargarh Forest Division.
Memo No. 92 0 /4F (Misc.)/ 2025 Dt. 'g01/2025

Copy forwarded to the Regional Chief Conservator of Forests, Rourkela Circle, Rourkela for favour
of information and necessary action with reference to Memo No.1400 dt.18.01.2025 of CCF(Nodal) O/o the PCCF &

HoFF(O).
D &
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Divisional Forest Officer,

QL/Sufnﬂargarh Forest Division
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Through E-mail 7"

STATE FOREST HEADQUART ERS, ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL CHIEF CONSERVATOR OF FORESTS &HoFF
PLOT NO. GD-2/12,ARANYA BHAWAN, CHANDRASEKHARPUR
BHUBANESWAR-75!023
E-mail-: nodal.pcefhoff@ odisha.gov.in /nodal. ccfodisha@gmail.com

MemoNo. | 398 9F(MG) - 70/2024
Dated, Bhubaneswar the l 8‘7’\ January,2025

To
The Divisional Forest Officer
Sundargarh / Koraput Forest Divisions

Sub: Proposal for seeking prior approval of the Central Government under
Section 2(1) (ii) of the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam,
1980 for diversion of 227.62 ha of forest land within Mining Lease area
over 323.92 ha of Basundhara (West) Extension Open Cast Coal Block of
Mahalaxmi area of M/s Mahanadi Coal Field Limited in Sundargarh
Forest Division of Sundargarh District. — reg.

Ref: Letter dated 14.01.2025 of Assistant Inspector General of Forests, Gol, MoEF
& CC, (FC Division.), New Delhi.

Enclosed, please find herewith a copy of Letter dated 14.01.2025 of Assistant
Inspector General of Forests, Gol, MoEF & CC, (FC Division.), New Delhi on the captioned
subject which is self explanatory, for your information & necessary action.

In this context, I am directed to request you to comply the observations pointed out in
respect of Point (1 to 6) of the above mentioned Govt. of India letter and furnish the required
compliance to this office through RCCF, Rourkela Circle for onward transmission to Gol,
MoEF & CC, FC Division, New Delhi.

Encl: As above /\S“- B J 1 }"V/Z,f
Chief_ Conservator of Forests (Nodal)
MemoNo. | 399 . / £0 | %0

3\$ Copy along with its enclosures forwarded to the Principal Chief Conservator of

Forests (Wildlife) & Chief Wildlife Warden, Odisha for favour of kind information &
necessary action.
. Bl (A
Chief' Conservator of Forests (Nodal)
Memo No. ' 4oo Dt. [@"0"7’&/3"‘

Copy alongwith its enclosures forwarded to the RCCF, Rourkela / RCCF, Koraput
Circle for information & necessary action. <
N 1511 [0t

Chief Conservator of Forests Nodal
f9'0f~24’2,>r“*9ne ator of Forests (Nodal)

Memo No. ’ L{O, Dt.

Copy forwarded to the General Manager, Basundhara Area, Jagruti Vihar, Burla,
Sambalpur-768020 for information and necessary action with reference to Letter dated
14.01.2025 of Assistant Inspector General of Forests, Gol, MoEF & CC, (FC Division.),
New Delhi.

ANee 13 11 [P

Chief Conservator of Forests (Nodal)
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Government of India
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Chang
(Forest Conservation Division)

Indira Paryavaran Bhawan,
Aliganj, Jor Bag Road,
New Delhi - 110003.

Dated:14-01-2025

MTO
(®%" “The Addl. Chief Secretary (Forests),

Government of Odisha,

\\}; Bhubaneswar

{ ¢y
Q\ Sub: Proposal for seeking prior approval of the Central Government under

Section 2 (1) (i) of the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980
for diversion of 227.62 Ha of Forest land within Mining Lease area over
323.92 Ha of Basundhara (West) Extension Open Cast Coal Block of
Mahalaxmi Area of M/s Mahanadi Coal Field Limited in Sundargarh Forest
Division of Sundargarh District (Proposal No. FP/O—F?MIN/20559/2016) -reg.

Madam/Sir,
| am directed to refer to the State Government of Odisha's letter No. FE-

DlV-FLD'-OOB6-2024-25365/FE&CC dated 17.12.2024 on the above subject
seeking prior approval of the Central Government in accordance with Section 2 ()
(ii) of the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980 and to say that

the non-site specific activities on non-forest land and submit comments in this
regards.

2. The proposal was accepted by the Nodal Officer in 2018 and now after
lapsing of almost of 6 years it has been submitted to the Ministry for approval,
The reasons with cogent and valid justification for Submitting the proposal
with such extraordinary delay shall be submitted.

3. As per the guidelines issued by the Ministry vide letter No. Fc-11/118/2021-
FC dated 25.01.2024 the State Govt. shall complete the procedures laid
down in the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980, the

attached with part-IV of forms and processing of Proposals, through
Conservator of Forests, for completing the procedural/technical purposes",
The compliance in this regards is required.

4. The State Government has not Uploaded CB analysis as per the guidelines
and in prescribed format on Parivesh portal. The Same needs to be uploaded
on Parivesh portal,

5. The evacuation/transportation plan of the coal, along with provision of
electricity transmission and water distribution shall be provided. If any
additional forest area is required for the same then a comprehensive proposal
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shall be submitted.
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6. Analysis of the area proposed for diversion and area proposed for CA area
using DSS revealed the following:
i After the analysis of the KML file of the proposed forest land it has been

iii.

observed that non-forestry work, solid structures, road and cultivation
land is visible in the proposed forest patches. In this regard the
comments of the State Government shall be provided along with action

report as applicable.

i It has been observed that Basundhara River flows along the eastern

boundary of Basundhara (West) Extension mining lease and proposed

\

#

—

patch no. A, B falls within its 100m buffer. In this regard the no objection

from concerned State Department (irrigation/water resources) shall be
provided.

The land proposed for diversion is 2297.62 ha however, as per DSS
analysis the area is found 239.409 ha. Therefore, there is a discrepancy
of 14.731 ha observed in the KML file of proposed forest patches. The
State Govt. shall examine and submit the correct area details and
correct KML file of the lease area.

Component wise KML file of Basundhara (West) Extension OCP is not
available on Parivesh portal. The State Govt. shall submit KML files on
Parivesh portal.

With regard to the proposed CA land it has been observed that
cultivation land, unmetalled road, man-made water body and some
solid structures are visible. The State Government shall offer

comments.

~ In view of above, the State Government is requested to furnish
information/documents, as indicated above for further consideration of the proposal

in the Ministry. :
: Slgqed be. : Yours faithfully,
Dheeraj Mittal
Date:‘;-14~01{-2025 15:07:38
(Dr. Dheeraj Mittal)
Assistant Inspector General of Forests
Copy to:
1. PCCF (HoFF), Department of Forests, Government of Odisha, Bhubaneswar.
2. Dy. DGF (Central), Regional Office of the MoEF&CC at Bhubaneswar.
3. Nodal Officer (FCA), Department of Forests, Government of Odisha,
Bhubaneswar. -
4. User Agency

Monitoring Cell, FC Division, MoEF&CC, New Delhi for uploading on
PARIVESH portal.
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