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VAN (SANRAKSHAN EVAM SAMVARDHAN) RULES, 2023
NOTIFICATION

New Delhi, the 29™ November, 2023

G.S.R. 869 (E). - In cxercise of the powers conferred by sub-scction (1) of section 4 of

the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980 (69 of 1980) and in SUpCrsession
ot the Forest (Conservation) Rules, 2022, except as respects things done or omitted to be done
before such supersession, the Central Government hereby makes the following rules. namely:-

—

1. Short title, extent and commencement. - (1) These rules may be called the Van
(Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Rules. 2023.

(2) They shall come into force on the st Day of December 2023.

2. Definitions. - (1) In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires, -

(a) “accredited compensatory afforestation”™ means a system of proactive afforestation 10
be used for obtaining prior approval under sub-scction (1) of scction 2 of the Adhiniyam.

(b) "Adhiniyam" means the Van (Sankashan FEvam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980 (69 of

1980):

(¢) “Advisory Committec” means the Advisory Committce constituted under scetion 3 of
the Adhiniyam;

(d) “compensatory aftorestation™ means afforestation done in licu of the diversion of forest
land for non-forest purposc under the Adhiniyam;

(c) “compensatory levies™ includes all money and funds specified in clauses (iii) and (iv)
ol sub-scction (3) of scction 4 of the Compensatory Afforestation Fund Act. 2016 (38 of
2016);

(f) “Conservator of Forests™ means Conservator of Forests, Chicf Conservator of Forests.
the Regional Chicl Conservator of Forests or an officer cquivalent to Conservator of
Forests appointed by the Statc Government or Union territory Administration to hold the
charge of a forest circle having jurisdiction over the forest land for which the prior approval
of the Central Government is required:

(g) “Deputy Director Gencral of Forests (Central)” means head of the Regional Oftice
appointed by the Central Government;

(h) “dereservation™ means an order issucd by the State Government or Union territory
Administration or any authority thercot, for change in the legal status of a land statutorily
or othcrwise recognised as forest to any other catcgory of land:

(1) “diversion™ means an order issued by the State Government or Union territory
Administration or any authority thercofl for the usc of any forest land for non-forest
purposc or assignment of a lcasc of any forest land for non-forest purpose;

(1)) "District Collector” includes Deputy Commissioner, to hold the charge of the
Administration of the revenue district having jurisdiction over the forest land for which
the prior approval of the Central Government under the Adhiniyam is required;

(3 Scanned with OKEN Scanner



may seck comments of the concerned Statc Government or Union territory
Administration, as the case may be, on the information furnished by the user agency
or consider granting ‘In-Principle’ approval.

(10) The Statc Government or the Union territory Administration, il so desire, alter
obtaming the ‘In-principlc” approval of lincar proposal and deposition of compensatory
evies such as compensatory afforestation and Net Present Value and cost of mitigation
vlans such as of the Wildlife Management Plan and Soil and Moisture Conservation Plan,
as applicable, notification of the land identified for raising compensatory afforcstation as
Protected Forest under Indian Forest Act, 1927 (16 of 1927) or local forest Act and
compliance ol other statutes including the Schedule Tribe and Other Traditional Forest
Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act. 2006 (2 of 2007), may grant 'working
permission’ for the commencement of project work before grant of ‘Final® approval.

11. Final approval of the proposal.-

(1) The Nodal Ofticer may, after receipt of the ‘In-Principle’ approval from the Central
Government, communicate the same to the Divisional Forest Officers, District Collectors
and Conservator of Forests.

(2) On receipt of a copy of the *In-Principle’ approval, the Divisional Forest Officer shall
prepare a demand note containing the item-wise amount of compensatory levics , as
applicable, to be paid by the user agency and communicate the same to the user agency,
along with a list of documents, certificates and undertakings required to be submitted by
them m compliance with the conditions stipulated in “In-Principle’ approval.

(3) The user agency shall, after receipt of the communication, make payment of
compensatory levies and hand over the land identified for compensatory afforestation, a
comphiance report along with copics of documentary evidence including undertaking and
certificate in respect of the payment of compensatory levies and handing over of
compensatory afforcstation land to the Divisional Forest Officer.

(4) The Divisional FForest Officer, after having received the compliance report as referred
to n sub-rule (3), shall examine its completeness and make his recommendations on the
compliance report and forward the same to the Nodal Officer.

(8) thc Nodal Officer, after having reccived the compliance report. cnsurin g IS
completeness and obtaining approval of the Principal Chicf Conservator of Forests of the
State Government or head of the Department in casc of Union territory Administration,
shall forward such report with his recommendations to the Statc Government or Union
territory Administration, as the case may be.

(6) The Central Government afier having reccived the compliance report and ensuring its
completeness may accord ‘Final’ approval under sub-section (1) of section 2 of the

Adhintyam and communicate such decision to the State Government or Union territory -

Administration and the uscr agency.

(7) The Statc Government or Union territory Administration, as the casc may be, aller
recciving the ‘Final” approval of the Central Government undcr sub-scction (1) of scction
2 of the Adhintyam, and after fulfilment and compliance of the provisions of all other
Acts and rules made thercunder, as applicable including cnsuring scttlement of rights
under the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest

15
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Rights) Act, 2006 (2 of 2007), shall issue order for diversion, assignment of [case or
dereservation, as the case may be.

(8) The final order of dereservation under clause (i) of sub-section (1) of section 2 of the
Adhiniyam, wherever accorded, shall be published in the official Gazette by the State
Government or Union territory Administration, as the case may be, informing
dereservation of the forest land;

(9) The whole process of obtaining approval shall be carried out in the online portal
developed for this purposc.

(10) Where compliance of condition imposed in the ‘In-principle’ approval is awaited
from the State Government or Union territory Administration, as the casc may be, for
more than two ycars, the ‘In-Principle’ approval shall be deemed to be null and void:

Provided the Central Government may, for the rcasons (o be recorded in writing,
in respecet of proposals involving forest land of more than thousand hectarcs. where
‘In-Principle’ approval has been obtained, may consider grant of phase-wisc “Final®
approval by the compctent authority subject to compliance in respect of-

(a) payment of compensatory levies and notification of land identified and
accepted for raising Compensatory Afforcstation, proportional to the part arca for
which compliance is submitted; and

(b) any other specific condition that the Central Government may deem fit to have
been complied with.

(1T1) After 1ssuc of final approval undcr sub- rule (7) and Gazctte notification undcr sub-
rule (8) the forest land concerncd may be handed over or assigned, as the case may be, to
the user agency by the Statc Government or Union territory Administration.

(12) The Regional Office shall monitor the compliance of all conditions imposed at the
time of granting ‘In-Principle’ approval and the State Government or Union territory
Administration and the uscr agency shall also monitor, at lcast once cvery year, the
compliance of conditions imposed during ‘In-Principle’ approval and upload the
monitoring report in the online portal.

(13) The entire process {or processing the proposals by the various authoritics in the State
shall bc completed within the time limit specificd in Schedule-I appended to these rulcs.

12. Proposal seeking prior approval of Central Government for working plan.-

(1) The Nodal Officer of the State Government or Union territory Administration shall
submit the draft Working Plan of a Forest Division, duly prepared in accordance with the
provisions of the National Working Plan Code, along with the recommendation of the

Statc Consultative Committee, in the online portal for prior approval of the Central
Government.

(2) The draft Working Plan shall include, inter alia, details of forest land diverted.
corresponding Compensatory Afforestation lands and status of afforestation thercon.

(3) the draft Working Plan submitted to the Central Government shall be examined by the
Regional Office concerned for its conformity with National Working Plan Code, the
National Forest Policy and with preamblc of Adiniyam for conservation and augmentation
of [orests and thc Regional Office may accord prior approval to the draft Working Plan
along with conditions or without conditions or accord approval along with modification

16
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