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A hrotsay
GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
ENVIRONMENT AND FOREST DEPARTMENT
DISPUR, GUWAHATI-6
ECF No.221358/166 Dated Dispur, the 31% December, 2022
To : The Regional Officer,
Government of India,
Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change,
Integrated Regional Office, 4™ Floor, Housefed Building,
G.S Road, Rukminigaon, Guwahati-781022
Sub: Diversion of 14.56 hectare of forest land for widening/up-gradation of
NH-29 from 2 lane to 4 lane dividled NH from Daboka to Lahorijan in
SildharampurReserved Forest and Patradisa&Longit DCRF under Karbi
Anglong East Division, Diphu by NHIDCL.
Ref Govt. of India letter F. No 3-AS C/136/2022/GHY/3374-75 dated 29.12.2022.
Sir,

In inviting a reference to your letter on the subject cited above, I am directed
to furnish herewith the following additional information/documents as sought vide letter
under reference for favour of your kind information and necessary action:-

Govt. of India letter F. No Information Provided
3-AS B/136/2022/ GHY/
3374-75 dated 29.12.2022
Condition No. (1) The User Agency (NHIDCL) vide Iletter No.
NHIDCL/PMU-DIPHU/D-K/Sec-2/17/2020-21/2250
dated 23.12.2022 (Copy enclosed as Annexure- I) has
submitted the report.
Condition No. (2) The revised Compensatory Afforestation area SOI map,
KML file, site inspection report has already been
submitted vide letter ECF No0.221358/129 dated
08.11.2022.

Yours faithfully,

Signed by Indreswar
Kalita
Date: 31-12-2022 12:30:12
(I. Kalita, ACS)
Addl. Secretary to the Govt. of Assam
Environment and Forest Department
Memo ECF No.221358/166-A Dated Dispur, the 31* December, 2022
Copy to:-
The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests & HoFF, Assam Panjabari Guwahati-37.

(E-SIGNED)
Addl. Secretary to the Govt. of Assam
Environment and Forest Department
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OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL CHIEF CONSERVATOR OF FORESTS AND
HEAD OF FOREST FORCE, ASSAM
2 ARANYA BHAWAN, PANJABARI, GUWAHATI-37
Email: addlpcef.nodal@gmail.com

No. FG\27/FCA/Proposal/Road/NHIDCL/ K.A.E.Divn. Date:29.12.2022

TO, \/_
he Additional Chief Secretary to the Government of Assam
Environment and Forest Department, Dispur, Guwahati-6.

Sub Forest diversion proposal of 14.56 Ha. of forest land for widening/up-gradation of
NH-29 from 2 lane to 4 lane divided NH from Daboka to Lahorijan in Sildharampur
J g—) Reserved Forest and Patradisa & Longit DCRF under Karbi Anglong East Division,
PY9 J (M Diphu by NHIDCL.
A Government of India letter No. 3-AS C/136/2022/GHY/3374-75 dated 15.12.2022.

Sir,
With reference to the above, I am submitting herewith the additional

Wf information/documents as sought by the Government of India, MoEF &CC, Integrated Regional Office,
1 ?,'Euwahati vide their letter No. 3-AS C/136/2022/GHY/3374-75 dated 15.12.2022 as under-

Pl

Govt. of India letter No Information Provided
3-AS C/136/2022/ GHY/
3374-75 dated 15.12.2022

Condition No. (1) The User Agency (NHIDCL) has submitted the report vide letter No.
NHIDCL/PMU-Diphu/D-K/Sec-5/17/2020-21/2250 dated 23.12.2022
(Copy enclosed).

Condition No. (2) The revised Compensatory Afforestation area SOI map, KML file, DFO
site inspection report already submitted to the Government.

The above-mentioned information may kindly be sent to the Government of India,
MoEF&CC, Integrated Regional Office, Guwahati accordingly.

Encl: As stated above.
' Yours faithfull

1 DEC Ny (Dr. C Mutkiikumaravel, IFS)
e i< Chief Conservator of Forests &
f 2] Nodal Officer (FC Act), Assam
af O/o the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests and
o % }” Head of Forest Force, Assam
Copy to: L Blwane s

1. The Special Princip;'-i'imChief Conservator of Forests, Karbi Anglong for information.
2. The Divisional Forest Officer, Karbi Anglong East Division, Diphu for information.
3. The Executive Director (P), NHIDCL, 2" Floor, Agnishanti, GNB Road, Ambari, Guwabhati-

781001.
/

Chief Conservator of Forests &
Nodal Officer (FC Act), Assam
O/o the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests and
Head of Forest Force, Assam
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N NHIDCL, Project Monitoring Unit-Diphu

EVILOIN INFRASTRUCTURE - BUILDING THE KATION

PR

PWD(IB), PWD Colony, Lumding Road, Diphu,
Karbi Anglong, Assam- 782460
Email-nhidclsodiphu@gmail.com

%

BHARATMALA

ROADTO PROSPERITY

NHIDCL/PMU-DIPHU/D-K/Sec-5/17/2020-21/ 2 240

To,
The Chief Conservator of Forest &
Nodal Officer (FC Act), Assam
Aranya Bhawan, Panjabari
Guwahati-37

Sub: Proposal for diversion of 14.56 Ha of forest land for widening / upgradation of NH-29 from 2-lane
to 4-lane divided NH from Daboka to Lahorijan in Sildharampur RF and Patradisha & Longnit DCRF
under Karbi Anglong East Division, Diphu by NHIDCL.

Ref: MOEF&CC’s IRO Guwahati’s letter no: 3-AS C/136/2022/GHY/3374-75 dated 15/12/2022 (copy
enclosed)

Sir,

Please refer to the MoEFEtCC IRO Guwahati letter dated 15.12.2022, cited under reference vide
which certain observations were conveyed regarding the subject cited proposal. The para wise reply is as
below:

Para

Observation

Reply

1

The NBWL clearance of the 6.64 Ha
proposed area falling under Longit
DCRF as per the Ho’ble Supreme
Court Order Re: T.N. Godavarma
Thirumulpad Vs Union of India and Ors
Reported in 2022 Live Law (SC) 540
dated 03.06.2022 as the aerial
distance of the propsed area is 7.16
Km from the Marat Lonjgri Wildlife
Sanctuary within is the ESZ of the
Marat Longri Wildlife Sanctuary.

MOEF&CC vide its OM dated 17.05.2022 has issued the
clarification on Requirement of Various Environmental
and Forest Clearances for Project/Activity in Eco-
Sensitive Zone and other such areas outside Protected
Area, in light of the recent correspondences and in the
matter related to Honble Supreme Court Order Re: TN
Godavarma Thirumulpad VS Union of India and Ors.
Reported in 2022 Live Law (SC) 540 dated 03.06.2022 & in
the matter of Goa Foundation v/s Uol in WP (C) No.: 435
of 2012. The following has been stipulated in the para 5
of the OM.

5. Accordingly, in suppression of Ministry's previous OM
No. 22-43/2018-1A.1ll dated 08.08.2019 and OM No.: 6-
60/2020 WL Part (I) dated 16.7.2020, the following
procedure is prescribed wrt applicability of EC, FC and
WC in ESZ/ESA and other ecologically significant areas
outside PA.

Project / Activity in Notified
ESZ around PA or in notified

Clearance Category ESA

Projects/Activities proposed to
be located within notified
ESZ/ESA shall be regulated and
governed by the concerned ESZ
Notification. Accordingly,
activities prohibited under the
ESZ Notification shall not be

Consideration by
the National Board
of Wildlife /
Standing Committee
of the National
Board for Wildlife
(NBWL / SCNBWL)

Head Office: 3™ Floor, PTI Building 4-Parliament Street, New Delhi- 110001
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(Ministry of Road Transport & Highways, Govt. of India : \
NHIDCL, Project Monitoring Unit-Diphu Iéw’"v
PWD(1B), PWD Colony, Lumding Road, Diphu, @

“%k Karbi Anglong, Assam- 782460 - _
Email-nhidclsodiphu@gmail.com , BHARATMALA .

BUILDING INFRASTRUCTURE - SUILDING THE KATION ROAD TO PROSPERITY

undertaken.

Whereas, regulated and other
activities proposed within the
notified ESZ around National
Park or Sanctuary shall require
consideration by the
NBWL/SCNBWL, if such activity
is covered under the Schedule
of EIA Notification, 2006.

In this regard, the stipulation pertaining to the Schedule
of the EIA Notification,2006 along with its subsequent
amendment, elated to Highway Projects (Category 7(f) is
as below:

Description of Highway Description of Highway ’
Projects in the Projects in the Amendment |
Schedule of EIA to the Schedule of EIA I

Notification, 2006 Notification, 2006 dated |
(14.09.2006) 22.08.2013 |

Expansion of Highways | Expansion of Highways |
greater than 30 Km, | greater than 100 Kmi
involving __additional | involving additional right of
right of way greater |way or land acquisition
than 20m __involving | greater than 40m on existing
land acquisition and | alignments and 60m on re-
passing through more | alignment or bypasses.

than One state.

J

The stretch of highway pertaining to the subject
captioned proposal is “less than 100 Km” and according
is not stipulated in the schedule of the EIA Notification,
2006 subsequently amended on 22.08.2013.

Accordingly, in light of the stipulations of the MoEF&CC
dated 17.05.2022, the NBWL Clearance is not required.

2 | The SOI map indicating the 13.28 Ha | The same have been enclosed again with this letter
revised CA area as recommended by
the State Govt in its site inspection
report dated 07.11.2022 along with
Sol map indicating the CA site, site
suitability  certificate, corrected
kml/shape file, GPS, coordinate etc

Head Office: 3" Floor, PTI Building 4-Parliament Street, New Delhi- 110001
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(Ministry of Road Transport & Highways, Govt. of India K\j
NHIDCL, Project Monitoring Unit-Diphu '
PWD(IB), PWD Colony, Lumding Road, Diphu,
Karbi Anglong, Assam- 782460
Email-nhidclsodiphu@gmail.com BHARATMALA

ROAD TO PROSPERITY

In view of the above, it is kindly requested to convey the Forest Clearance ofthe sub;ect |
captioned proposal, expeditiously please.

(COLCRR KATYAL)
General Manager (P)
PMU-DIPHU

Enclosed: As above
Copy to:
1. Spl. Principal Chief Conservator of Forest, Council Head of Department (Forest), Diphu: for
kind information please *

2. DFO, Karbi Anglong East Division, Diphu: for kind information please
3. Executive Director(P), RO-Guwahati, NHIDCL: for kind information please.

Head Office: 3™ Floor, PTI Building 4-Parliament Street, New Delhi- 110001
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Government of India &

ygfazor,ad ¢d Srerary ufvad #ATCrd
Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change

(EAEE! M’Jmﬂfﬁ‘lﬂ&a@ﬁﬂntegmted Regional office, Guwahati 1 ;?
Ao, ReilsinicH Faeofira, BUYALELE: 7
4 Floor, Housefed puilding, GS Road, Rullminigann,(}uwahati 781022 Wy 1§ 51
AT/ Tel Fax: (1361-2962350, E-mSIi]:1r&_g_yﬁt_hﬂﬂ-_mcf¢t@g£_\li_ll_“_ o
s - 75" December, 2022

[FNo.3-AS CN36/2022/GHY/727y~75

Fard,
Jifafa vHd Tfer@/ Addl. Chief Secretary,
3T GIHR/Govt of Assam,
iRl 3R g fauTT/Environment and Forests Deaprument,
feuR/Dispur, ﬂa'%ﬁ'l‘a/(iuwahati—?S 1006.

Sub:  Proposal for diversion of 14.56 ha of forest land for widening/up-gradation of NH-29 from
2 lane to 4 lune divided NH from Daboka 10 Lahorijan in Sildharampur Reserved Forest
and Patradisha &W..ongit DCRF under Karbi Anglong EBast Division, Diphu by NHIDCL.

Ref: (i) Letter No. ECF No. 221358/146 dated 18.11.2022 of Gowt of Assam.

Sir,

With reference to the subject and letter cited above, I am directed to inform that the
proposal mentioned above was discussed by the REC in its 18" REC meeting held on 22.11.2022
in the Integrated Regional Office Guwahati. However, after examining the State Gonvt letter under
reference (i) above received a day pefore the REC meeting observed the following lacking
information:-

{. The NBWL clearance of the 6.64 ha proposed area falling under Longrit DCRF as per
the Hon’ble Suprime Court Order Re: T.N. Godavarma Thirumulpad Vs Union of
India and Ors. Reported in 7022 Live Law (5C) 540 dated 03.06.2022 as the aerial
distance of the propesed area i< 7.16 km from the Marat Longri Wildlife Sanctuary,
which is within the ESZ of Marat Longri wildlife Sanctuary.

9 The Sol map indicating the 13.28 ha revised CA area as recommended by the State
Govt in its site inspection report dated 07.11.2022 along with Sol map indicating the
CA site, site suitability certificate, corrected kml/shape file, GPS coordinates etc.

State Govt. is requested 10 furnish the following information to this office at the earliest for

further processing of the proposal. -

)

Ay - ..4:’
(!'_rl "‘! iF / =

v M i

(Ms  Lactitia Jean Syiemiong) X

e DIGE(C), IRO, Guwahat Q/

Copy to: / b

1. The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests & HoFFE, Govt of Assam, Environment and Forest
Department, Aranya Bhawan, Rop Konwar Jyoti Prasad, Agarwal Path,’ Near Srimanta
Sankardev Kalakhetra, Panjabari, Guwahati-781037 for kind information and necessary aclion

21 §J T= )

/e DIGF (C), IRO, Guwahati
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FC-1 1/119/2020-FC
Government of India
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(Forest Conscrvation Division)

Indira Prayavaran Bhawan.
Aliganj. Jorbagh Road.
New Delhi-110003

Dated: 17" May, 2022

OFFICE MEMO RANDUM
Subject: Clarification on Requirement of Various Environmental and Forest
Clearances for qujg_ct!_»xctivit}' in Eco-Sensitive Zome and Other Such Areas Qutside
Protected Area — regarding.

W

Ministry has been receiving communications from  States/Union Territories, Project
Proponents. associated organizations and other stakeholders seeking clarifications regarding
requirement of various statutory clearances Viz. Environmental Clearance (EC). Forest Clearance
(FC) and consideration by the Tg,umaI:Bgﬂ _EQL_\E_ELQ_LJ_!];{S_L;mdiJ}g Commiltee of the National
Board for Wild Life (NBWL/SCNBWL) for Project/Activity falling in Eco Sensitive Zones
(ESZ) Eco Sensitive Area (ESA) and other such ecologically significant areas around Protected
Areas (PAs) as defined in Wild Life (Protection) Act. I_??E.

2. In this reference, it is jmperative Lo take note of some of the important related court
judgements. which are as enumerated below: '

R

i The Hon’ble Supreme vide Court Order dated 4.12.2006 in Writ Petition No. 460 of 2004
in the matter of Goa Foundation Vs. Union of India, inter-alia directed that “(MoEF)
would also refer (o the Standing Commitiee of the Nationul Board for Wild Life. under
Section 5th) & (¢ (i) of the Wild Life (Protection) et 1972, fbg_ﬂx;eu'h@;g__'
Environmental Clearances have already been grunted where activities are within 10km
e "'-.5'_{_1}"_7_!_5(3_'__S'(:r_rgf_u,:gjf_(j{_gr_:_r_:_! ;-\'Ia_.'_:':{_:_{-:u!_'i"iii-](f'"_ '

e

. Many of developmental activities are prohibited jregulated _i_l)_ESZsﬁg_c_r-a{fg including
mining operations to be carrjed out in accordance with the Order of the Hon’ble Supreme
Sourt dated 4.08.2006 in the T.N. Godavarman Thirumulpad vs UOT matier in WP(C) No.
202 of 1995 and Order dated 21.04.2014 in the mattef of’ Goa Foundation Vs. Uol in

WP(C) No. 435 of 2012.

-

3 Taking cognizance of conservation need of ccologically rich area outside notified PAS
and aforesaid Court Orders. Ministry has issueq_ﬂgﬁﬂ_&:ﬂaﬂons_in reference to the subject matter
in the past vide OM No. 22-43/2018-1A11 dated 08.08.2019 followed by OM No. 6-60/2020WL
Part (1) dated 16.07.2020.

4, The matter has been further examined in detail in the Ministry with relerence 1o various
recent communications received seeking further clarifications w.r.L. applicability of EC, FC and

WC in ESZ/ESA and other ecologically signilicant arcas outside PAs.

S Accordingly. in supersession of M_}ni511‘5"5_[3135\-'i0!.ﬁ__()_}yi No. ?._Ev-_-lfﬁ!'_’ﬁl?ﬁié\.lli_gggm_,__,

—— R

08.08.2019 and- OM No. 6-60/2020°WL Part (1) dated 16.07.2020. the following procedure is
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prescribed w.r.L applicability of EC. FC and WC in ESZ/ES A and other ecologically significant
areas outside PA:

Clearance Project/Activity in Project/Activity outside Project/Activity
Category Notificd ESZ Around  |[PA wherein ESZ is not outside PA in arca
PA or in notificd ESA  |notified or ESZ which is part of Tiger
Notification is at draft |Reserve or linking one
stage PA or Tiger Reserve

to another PA or

/ Tiger Reserve

Environmental Project/Activity shall bellor Project/Activityjl-or Project Activity
Clearance (EC) rcéul:ncd and  2on ernedicovered under thelcovered  under  the
by the concerned|Schedule ol F1A|Schedule ol FIA
ESZ/CSA  Notification[Notitficaion, 2006: prior{Notification. 20006:
Accordingly. activities|EC as per the preseribediprior ECas per the

prohibited  under thelprocedure is mandatory |preseribed procedure is
ESZ/ESA  Notificationjanywhere  outside  the mandatory  anywhere
cannot  be undertaken.PA. outside the PA.

Whereas., for regulated
and other activitics in
ESZ/ESA  Notification

-

covered under the

Schedule ol 1A :

Notification. 2006: prior

FC as per the presceribed
|

procedure is mandatory.

Forost Clearance  |Projects shall be regulated|iorest Clearance will beflForest  Clearance  will

(FC) and governed by thejrequired amywherelbe  required anywhere
, concerned £S7/CSAloutside the PA. only itloutside the PA. only il
/ Notification. Accordingly forest land is involved|lorest fand is involved r

activities prohibited underjand proposed activity isfand proposed activity is
\he ESZ  Notification|for non-forestry use. as for non-forestry use, as
cannot  be undertaken per provisions of Forestiper provisions ol FForest
Whereas. for rcguia{cd(Conservatinn) Act.[(Conservation) Acl.
and  other  activities:{1980 and Rules and{1980 and Rules and
Forest Clearance will beleuidelines made therejeuidelines made there
required. only il forestunder. irrespective of thejunder.  irvespective ol

land s involved  andipotified Timits/detaultthe natilicd
proposed activity is  forflimits of ESZTESA. limitsrdelanlt Timits ol
non-lorestry use. as per] ESZIESA.

provisions  of  Torest
(Conservation) Act, 1980
and Rules and guidelines

made there under.

Consideration  by|Projects/activities ProjectzActivity coverediApproval ol
the National Boardjproposed to be locatedlunder the Schedule of(NBWL/SCNBWL is
of ~ Wildpwithin notified ESZ/ESA|EIA Notification. 2006jmandatory il the
Life/Standing shall be regulated andland located within 10 km project/activity is
e
lq.._ju‘:h -




Commiittee of the|governed
National Board foriconcerned

Wild

-

6.

grant of Terms of Reference

e ENF- -
:102703__4/2022/ENV&F0RESFT13023/16/2022-ENV./FOREST-Environmént & Forest _

(N BWL/SCNBWL) activities pmhibited underfNB WL/SCNBWL.

park or|proposed to be located

requirelin an area which forms
by the|part of a liger Reserve
or arca linking one PA
or Tiger Resenve with
another  PA liger
Reserve as per section
380(1g) of the Wild
[ il (Protection Act.

(72

thelof  National
£S7[Sanctuary shall
el - —— . ;
Life Nouﬂ:.‘auon._:\ccordmgly. consideration

by

the ESZ Notitication ‘shallf
NGl D undertiken.

Whereas,  regulated and
other activities prupm—icd
i nailnied - S
around National Park ol
Sanctuary  shall pequire
cn|isﬁii"fiﬁ‘|'(it:{" Y. the
~ANBWL/SCNBWL. if such
:TC‘1"{\-"Ity‘"i's"'t:i'i'\'-(:'i‘éd" under
the  Sechedule of ETA
Notilication. 2006.

or

submit the application simultaneously for
as well as for FC and consideration by the

In all such cases. the project proponent may
under EIA Notification

NBWL/SCNBWL.

i

Hon ' ble Supreme court dated 4.08.2000 in the N, Godayarman
WP(C) No. 202 of

accordance with the Order ol the
Thirumulpad vs U0 matier i
dated 21042014 in the mater ol Goa Foundation Vs. LOLn

In addition, mining operations shall be carried out in

1093 and Order

WPC) No. 435012012,

To:

1 —

Copy

iz
il.
ii.
iv.
L
vi.

vil.

This issues with the approval of Competent A uthority. )
__.p'/
s SRR
a
(Suncet Bharchl'?ﬂ

Assistant Inspector General of Forest (FO)

The Chief Secretary. All States/UTs

Chairman, CPCB

The Addl Chicl'Scc:‘elm‘_\'f'I’rinc'tpnl Geeretary/Secretary. Eavironment & Forest
Department. All States/UTs.
to:

Principal Chiel” Conser ator of Forests. All Stae Governments: U1 Administrations
Chief Wild Life Wardens. All State Governments/ UT Administrations

All Integrated Regional Offices. Ministry of Envirerment. Forest and Climate Change
(MoFF&CC). Government of India

All ADGFs/Addl. Gecretaries/|GFs/ IS8/ Advisors in MoEF&CC. Gol. New Delhi
Meniber Secretary. National Tiger Conservation Authority. New Delhi

Sr. Director (Technical). NIC. Mol &CC with a request 1o place @ copy ol the leticr on
website of this Ministry.

PPS to Secretary (EF&C CY/DGF&SS. MoEF&CC. New Delhi.
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[ ¥ 11—73% 3(ii)] ATTE T AR ;. A 51
Fu) @) @) @) B (5) |
(e) Ports, Harbours [ 2 5§ million TPA of| <5 million TPA. of cargo(General Condition  shall

cargo handling handling capacity and/or apply
capacity (excluding ports/ harbours 210,000
fishing harbours) TPA of fish handling
capacity
— b =
G Highways i) New National High i) New State High ways; General: Condition  shall
ways; and and apply :
ii)  Expansion of] ii) Expansion of National
National” High ways|/ State Highways greater
greater than 30 KM, | than 30 km involving
involving  additional, additional right of way
right of way greatgr| greatet than 20m
than 20m involving| involving land
¢ land acquisition and | acquisition.
passing through” more
than onc State.
7(g) Aerial ropeways All projects General  Condition  shall
apply
| A i
7(b) Commeon All projects General Condition shall
Effluent apply
Treatment Plants
(CETPs)
(1) Common All projects General  Condition shall
spply

Municipal Solid
Waste
Management
Facility
(CMSWMF)
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1. @ 173300, g 11 IF 2007,

9. w1.3m, 3067030 g 1 RE 2009;

4 &3, 695030, arfre 4 W, 2011;

4 1.7, 2896 @0, et 43 Eey, 2012 ik

5 #1.30. 674030 arfrr 13 A, 2013

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONM ENT AND FORESTS
NO’T)FICAT!ON
New Delhy, the 22nd August. 2013
5.0 559(E)= Whercas by notification of the Government of India in the Ministry of Environment and Forests
vide fdumber g.0.1533(E), dated the 14th September, 20006 issucd under sub-section (1) and clause (V) of suh-scchion
(2) of section {3) of the Favironment {Prutcc\wn) Act, 1980 read with clause (d) of sub-rule (3 of rute 5 of the
[inviconment (Proteetion) Rules, 1986, the Central Giovernment dirccted that on and from the daic of its publicnlinn. the
required construction of new projects of activities or the expunsion of modernization of existing projects or activities
fisted in the Schedule 10 the said notification entailing the _cap;ichy_ addition with change In process of tcchnology and
or producl mix shall be undertaken in any part of India only afier prior environmental clearance from the Central

("ii'\_\-crmncm_br as the case may he. by the State tevel Environment Impact Assessment Authority. duly constituted by
e Cemral CGiovernment under sub-section (3) of section 3 of the said Act. in accordance with the proccdurc spcciﬁcd
therein,
And whereas the Govemment of {ndia in the Ministry of ¢nvironment and Forests had constituted 3 High
L.evel Commitlee under the Chairmanship of Member (Cavironment and Foresis and Science and Technology).
Plunning Commission. vide OM NB.ZI-Z?OQOOB-U\.IH Jdatcd the 11th December, 2012 to review the provisions of
nvironmental Jmpact Agsessment Notification, 2006 relating 10 granting Envirnnmcmai Clearances for Roads,
Buildings and Special Eeonomic Zone projects and provisions under the OM dated the Tth February, 2012 issued by
the Mimstry of Favironment and Forests regarding guidelines for High Rise Buildings:

And whereas one of the terms of reference (ToR) of the Commitice Was 1o TEViCW the requirement of
{nvironmental Clearance for highway expansion projects up 10 {he right of way of 60 meters and length gf 200 kms
under Envimnmcma’l Tmpact Assessment potification.
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4 THE GAZETTE OF INDIA EXTRAORDINARY [Part 1= -Suc 30|

And whereas the Committee has submitted its report to the Ministry and on this ToR. the Committee has
recommended cxcmpting highway cxpansion projects from the requirement of scoping and that Environmental mpact
Assessinent of Environment Management Plan for highway cxpansion projecls may be prepared on the hasis af maodcl
I'oRs 1o be posted on Ministry’s website and in respect of requirement of enviranmental clearance, the Comimitiee has
recommended that expansion of National Highway projects up to 100 kms involving additional right of way or land

sting alignments and 60 Tats on re-lignments or by-passes may he exempted (rom the

acquisition up to 40 nts on exi
preview ol the ndtification:

And whereas the report of the Committee has been examined in the Ministry of Environment and Foresis
Faricr, vide notification §.0 3067(F), dated the st December 2009 all State Highway expansion projecis. cxcepl
those in hilly terrain (above 1000 m AMSL) 2nd ccologically sensitive areas. have already been exempled from the
purview of the Invironmental lmpact Assessment notification, 2006.

And whereas, keeping inter-alia in view the foregoing, the Ministry of Environment and Forests has decided to
accopt the aforesaid recommendations of the Ihgh Level Committee constituted vide OM N 21-27072008- 1A 111,
dated the | 1th December 2012

Now, therefore in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) and clause (v) of suh-scction (2) of
section 3 of the Environment (Protection) Act. 1986 (29 of 1086) read with sub-rule (4) of rule (5) of the Cuvironment
(Protection) Rules, 1986, the Central Government hereby makes the following further amendment to the notification o
the Ciovernment of India, in the Ministry of Environment and Forests number $.0. 153 3(12), dated the 14th September,
2006 after having dispensed with the requirement of notice under clause (a) of sub-rulc (3) of the said rule S pubhc
iterest, namely: -
2 1o the said notification, — .
(a} in paragraph 7. in sub-paragraph 11, for item (i), the following item shal] be substituted, namely®

(i) “Scoping” refers 1o the process by which the Lxpert Appraisal Committce in the case of Cawcgory A
‘projects activities, and State level Expent Appraisal Committee in the case of Category ‘B1'projects or aehivitics
including applications for expansion or maodernization or change in product mix of existing projects or achivilies,
determine detailed and comprehensive Terms of Reference (TOR) addressing all relevant environmental concerns fur
the preparation of an Environment Impact Asscssment (EIA) Report in respect of the project ar activity for which prioy
environmental clearance is sought and the Expert Appraisal Committee or State level Expent Appramal Commuitee
concerned shall determine the terms of reference on the basts of the information furmshetl in the preseribed apphcation
Form | or Form 1A including terms of reference proposcd by the applicant, a site visit by a sub-group ol Lapert
Appraisal Committee or Suate level Expert Appraisal Commitice concerned only if considered nccessary by the kxpeit
Appraisal Comumittee or State Level Expen Appraisal Commiilee concerned, terms of Reference suggesied by the
apphicant il furnished and other information that may be available with the Expert Appraisal Committee or Staw J.evel
Fxpert Appraisal Commitiee concerned:
Provided that the Tollowing shall not require Scoping

t all projects and acuivities listed as Category *B' in item 8 of the Schedule {Construction or Lawaship o
Commercial Complexes or Housing):
() all Highway expansion projects covered under entry (i) of column (3) and column (4) under subtem (1)

of item 7 of the Schedulc:
Provided further that-—

A the projects and activities referred to in clause (i) shall be apprised on the basis of Form | or Form 1A and
the conceptual plan;
3. The projects referred to in clause (ii) shall prepare EIA and EMP report on the basis of model TOR

specified by Ministry ol Environment and Forests:
(b} the Schedule, against sub-item () of item 7, in column (3). for the entry (ii). the followmy entry shall he
substituted, narnely:
“(ii} Expansion of National Highways greater than 100 km invalving additional right of way or land acquisinon
gealer than 40m on cxisting alignments and 60m on re-alignments or by-passes.”

[F. No. 21-270/2008-1A U1
AJAY TYAGE 3t Scev
Note: The prinzipal rules were published in the Gazeite of India, Extraordinary, Part 11, Section 3. Sub-scction ) vide
notification number S.0. 1533(E). dated the 14th September, 2006 and subsequently amended as follows:
1.5.0 1737 (E), dated the 11th Octoher, 2007;
2 §.0. 1067 (F), dated the Ist December, 2009,
1.5.0 695 (F). dated the dth April. 2011
4.5.0, 2896 (E), dated the 13th December, 2012; and
5 $.0.674(F), dated the 13th March, 2013

¢
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pased power plants. The fly ash notification makes essential the use of fly ashin road

construction activities.

As per Fly ash Notification, 2008, all agencies undertaking construction Of roads, flyover
pridges and reclamation and compaction of low lying areas, including Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways (MORTH), National Highways Authority of India (NHAT), Central
Public Works Department (CPWD), State Public Works Departments and other State
Government Agencies, shall with immediate effect: '

a) make provisions in their tender documents, schedules of approved materials
and rates as well as technical documents for impiementatlon of this
notification. including those relating 10 s0il borrow area of pit as per

sub-paragraph (7) of paragraph of the above mentioned Fly Ash Notification,
2008.
D) make necessary specmcamns or guidelines for road or flyover embankments

that are not covered by the specifications laid down by the Indian Roads
Congress (IRC).

1.6.18 gnvironmental Impact Assessment Notification. 2006 and amended 2009

The Ministry of Environment and Forests has revised the EIA notification in 2006, and
issued the revised EIA notification on 14" September, 2006 and its amendment on
1% December, 2009.

1.6.19 Ecologically Sensitive Areas (ESAS)

Ecologically Sensitive Areas (ESAs) have been identified and notified by the Indian
Ministry of Environment & Eorests (MOEF) since 1989. Notifications declaring areas
as ESAs are issued under the Environment (Protection) Act 1986.The clauses of the
£PA which allow for the notification of ESAs hold the possibility of realising landscape-
level conservation. In response to a Writ Petition (No. 460) (Goa Eoundation v/s Union
of India) filed in 2004, the Supreme Courtin its order dated December 4, 2006 gave
specific direg@ng_g_g_ggglgggtiqlw of an area of 10 km around Protected Areas as
ESAs. The order clearly stated the need 10 notify the areas within 10 km of the

—
boundaries of wildlife sanctuaries and national parks as Ecologically Sensitive Areas

with a view to conserving forests, wildlife and the environment, and to give due regard
to the Precautionary Principle.

16
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Azadik,
Amrit Mahotsav

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM

ENVIRONMENT AND FOREST DEPARTMENT

ECF No0.221358/129

DISPUR, GUWAHATI-6

Dated Dispur, the 8" November, 2022

To : The Inspector General of Forest (Central),
Government of India,
Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change,
Integrated Regional Office, 4" Floor, Housefed Building,
G.S Road, Rukminigaon, Guwahati-781022

Sub: Diversion of 14.56 hectare of forest land for widening/up-gradation of NH-
29 from 2 lane to 4 lane divided NH from Daboka to Lahorijan in
SildharampurReserved Forest and Patradisa&Longit DCRF under Karbi
Anglong East Division, Diphu by NHIDCL.

Ref Govt. of India letter F. No 3-AS C/136/2022/GHY/3088-89 dated 30.9.2022.

Sir,

In inviting a reference to your letter on the subject cited above, | am directed to
furnish herewith the following additional information/documents as sought vide letter under
reference for favour of your kind information and necessary action:-

Govt. of India letter F.
No

3-AS B/136/2022/ GHY/

3088-89 dated 30.9.2022

Information Provided

Condition No. (1)

The User Agency (NHIDCL) vide letter No. NHIDCL/PMU-
DIPHU/D-K/Sec-2/15/2021-22/2029 dated 4.11.2022 (Copy
enclosed as Annexure- 1) has stated that the NH-36 (Old)/NH-29
(New) from Daboka to Lakorijan was entrusted to NHIDCL vide
Govt. of India Notification dated 3.7.2020 and subsequently
handed over to NHIDCL on 12.10.2020 for widening to 4-laning.

The said road was declared a National Highway vide Govt. of
India Gazette Notification dated 21.07.1971. Prior to this, the road
was an important connectivity corridor in the State of Assam. The
copy of Gazette Notification dated 21.07.1971 is enclosed.
However the clarification has been requested from EE, PWD NH,
Bakalia Division, which is awaited. Once the inputs are obtained
from EE, PWD NH, Bakalia Division the same will be conveyed.

Condition No. (2)

The Divisional Forest Officer, Karbi Anglong East Division,
Diphu has submitted the Compensatory Afforestation scheme
technically approved by Spcl. PCCF KarbiAnglong. (Copy
enclosed as Annexure-11).

Condition No. (3)

The Divisional Forest Officer, KarbiAnglong East Division,
Diphu vide letter No. B/KAE/NHIDCL/Section-2/2021-22/1820-
22 dated 7.9.2021 (Copy enclosed as Annexure-l111) has
submitted the aerial distance of the proposed area from nearest
Protected Area/Wildlife Sanctuary/National Park

Condition No. (4)

The User Agency (NHIDCL) has stated that the FRA-2006
certificate is currently under process.

Condition No. (5)

The Divisional Forest Officer, KarbiAnglong East Division,
Diphu has submitted the Site Suitability Certificate for proposed
Compensatory Afforestion areas (Copy enclosed as Annexure-
V)

Condition No. (6)

The User Agency (NHIDCL) has submitted the stretch and total
length of the proposed road in Km as follows :

Pkg-11 having length=15.213 Km

Pkg-V having length=17.43 Km.
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Condition No. (7) The User Agency (NHIDCL) vide letter No. NHIDCL/PMU-
DIPHU/D-K/Sec-2/15/2021-22/2029 dated 4.11.2022 (Copy
enclosed as Annexure- 1) has stated that the segment wise details
are already uploaded in the Parivesh portal.

Condition No. (8) The User Agency (NHIDCL) vide letter No. NHIDCL/PMU-
DIPHU/D-K/Sec-2/15/2021-22/2029 dated 4.11.2022 (Copy
enclosed as Annexure- 1) has stated that the Muck disposal is not
required

Condition No. (9) The User Agency (NHIDCL) has submitted the proximity of the
proposed area of the nearest river/stream is to be depicted in SOI
Map (Copy enclosed as Annexure-V)

Condition No. (10) The Chief Wildlife Warden, Assam vide letter No
WL/FG/Proposal/NHIDCL/KA  West  Division/2022  dated
7.11.2022 (Copy enclosed as Annexure-VI1) has submitted the
comment of presence of elephant and deer

Condition No. (11) The Wildlife and Elephant ConservationPlan will be submitted to
the Government of India before accordance of “Final Approval”.
Condition No. (12) The User Agency (NHIDCL) vide letter No. NHIDCL/PMU-
DIPHU/D-K/Sec-2/15/2021-22/2029 dated 4.11.2022 (Copy
enclosed as Annexure- 1) has stated that the stretch is entrusted to
NHIDCL vide Gazaette of India notification dated 3.7.2020 (copy
enclosed) and accordingly, the user Agency is NHIDCL and not
PWD

Condition No. (13) The Spcl. PCCF Karbi Anglong submitted the Site Inspection
Report of the proposed Compensatory Afforestation site along
with photographs (Copy enclosed as Annexure-V1I).

It may be mentioned that raising of Compensatory Afforestation
plantation in the site will have positive impact on hydrological
layer by impose soil/moisture conservation.

Yours faithfully,

Signed by Indreswvar
Kalita
Date: 08-11-2022 11:51:24
Reason: Approved
(I. Kalita, ACS)
Addl. Secretary to the Govt. of Assam
Environment and Forest Department

Memo ECF N0.221358/129-A Dated Dispur, the 8" November, 2022
Copy to:-
The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests & Head of Forest Force, Assam Panjabari
Guwahati-37.

(E-SIGNED)
Addl. Secretary to the Govt. of Assam
Environment and Forest Department



