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EMIL/Bunder/HO/2021/14 9 July 2021

The APCCF (Land Management) & Nodal Officer

_ Forest Department, Government-of Madhya Pradesh

Satpuda Bhawan
Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh

Subject: Proposal for diversion of 382.131 Ha forest land for Bunder Diamond Project in favour
of M/s Essel Mining & Industries Limited District, Chhatarpur State of MP (Gnline Proposal No
FP/MP/MIN/A5288/2020)-regarding.

Reférence:

1. Your letter no F-1/622/2021/10-11/2155 dated 2 July: 2021
2. Letter from MoEF&CC, New Delhi bearing letter no FC-8-0472021-DC dated 1 July 2621

Dear Sir,

With reference to the above stated letters dated 15 & 2% July 2021, seeking response on the EDS queries
sought by MoEF&CC, New Delhi, we are herewith stating the response on the requested points below,

Point 1: Part II of the Forest diversion proposal contains details of the no of trees enumerated but
the details of the actual tree felling required for the project is not provided. In this regard, it is’
requested to provide the complete details of actual number of trees to be felled against the figure
submitted and type of mining.

Response:

e The number of trees enumerated by the state forest department within the applied forest diversion
area of 382.131 Ha is 215,875 trees. It is pertinent to mention that 179,839 trees (~83.3% of total
trees) are with girth size of 0 — 60 cm and balance 36,036 trees are with girth size more than 60 cm.

¢ The mine plan for the project is approved by the Indian Bureau of Mines, which provides mining

to be undertaken in phases ensuring optimal utilization of land, therefore the tree felling will be
phased over a period of 10 -12 years.

The Project Proponent while undertaking mining will ensure optimal utilization of land thereby

minimizing the trees felling. No tree felling will be required in the 7.5m wide safety zone along

lease boundary, while tree felling will be optimised in others also. It is envisaged that about 15000

— 16000 trees will not come under felling during the operation of the project. Thus the total trees

under impact will be less than 2 lacs. It is pertinent to mention that the Project Proponent shall be

paying NPV upfront to offset the immediate loss to the ecosystem as per Hon Supreme Court
directives although the tree felling is phased over the years.

Essel Mining & Industries Ltd.
Aditya Birla Center, ‘A’ Wing, 1% Floor, S.K.Ahire Marg, Worli, Mumbal 400030, India.
T: #9122 6652 5000/2439 5000} F:+9122 5562 5831/24§9 5831|E: emil.corporate@adityabiria.com
W: www.adityabirla.com/www.esselmining.com
Registered Office: Industry House, 18th floor, 10, Camac Street, Kolkata 700017, India.
Corporate ID No.: US51109WB1950PLCO18728



e The Project Proponent as part of Compensatory. Afforestation'shatl be planting 383,000 trees in the
. Compensatory Afforestation {and. The plantation of 383,000 trees will be undertaken much ahead
of start of mining operations and both the CA and NPV payments are done before actual start of

mining.

e Additionally 425,000 trees will be planted within the lease area as part of reclamation and
rehabilitation as per approved Mine plan over the life of the project.

e On 7th June 2021, the Chief Minister's Office announced multi-fold plantation to negate the impact
by tree cutting due to developmental projects in the State. The announcement mentions that in
Chhatarpur.district, estimated 2 lakh trees will be cut for the developmental project but 19-1akh trees
will be planted in the district. The announcement reiterated the Government’s commitment to use
Compensatory Afforestation Fund Management and Planning Authority (CAMPA) funds for
additional plantation.

Point 2: Detailed note on methodology adopted on Diamond Mining

o The Project Proponent will undertake mining by adopting mechanized Opencast Method using
shovel dumper combination. The unit operation for mining are site preparation, drilling, blasting,
excavation, loading and transport of ore and waste. The major equipment used in mining will-be
drilling machines, shovels, dump trucks dozers etc.

o The mine will be designed systematically by opening up benches for excavation of ore and waste.
The ore mined will be transported to wet mineral processing plant while the waste will be stacked
in the waste dumps within the lease area.

o The ore transported to the mineral processing plant will be crushed, screened and processed for
recovery of rough diamonds. The tailings generated after recovery of diamonds will be dry disposed
and stacked separately in designed tailings dumps within the lease area.

o Progressive and final reclamation of mine will be undertaken as per approved mine plan and the
lease will be handed over back to the forest department on mine closure.

e The mining operation will be undertaken as per the Approved mine plan and international best
practice in mining operation.

Our responses may be suitably incorporated in your consolidated response to. the MoEF&CC in this
regard. We look forward for your earliest response on the matter to propel the project forward.

Thanking you

For Essel Mining & Industries Limited
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Krishan Kant Sinha \\‘}‘wggff’
General Manager .
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