
 ಕರ್ನಾಟಕ ಸರ್ಕಾರ
GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA

   ಪ್ರಧಾನ ಮುಖ್ಯ ಅರಣ್ಯ ಸಂರಕ್ಷಣಾಧಿಕಾರಿ
(   ಅರಣ್ಯ ಪಡೆ ಮುಖ್ಯಸ್ಥರು)  ರವರ ಕಚೇರಿ

Office of
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests

(Head of Forest Force)

 ಅರಣ್ಯ ಭವನ, 18  ನೇ ಅಡ್ಡರಸ್ತೆ,
ಮಲ್ಲೇಶ್ವರಂ, ಬೆಂಗಳೂರು-560003
Aranya Bhavan, 18th Cross,

Malleshwaram, Bengaluru- 03
Telephone : 080 2334 6472
Email : apccffc@gmail.com

Old File No. A5(1).MNG.CR.6/2018-19
E-office File No. KFD/HOFF/A5-1(MNG)/28/2018-FC 
Encl. 

E-63998 
Date 25-01-2024

EDS QUERY
URGENT

To,
The Additional Chief Secretary to Government
Forest, Ecology & Environment Department
M.S. Building, Bengaluru-560 001

Sub: Diversion of 9.547 Ha. Of forest land in Hirekandavadi Village Sy.No. 107 
and Thanigehalli Village Sy.No. 35, B-Durga Hobli, Holalkere Taluka and 
Dindadahalli Village Sy.No. 18, Hireguntanuru Hobli, Chitradurga Taluka, 
Chitradurga District  for  establishment  of  Conveyor Project  for  Iron  Ore 
Mine ML No. 2677 in favour of M/s. Vedanta Limited Chitradurga
Proposal No.FP/KA/MIN/51389/2020 [FORM-A]-reg

Ref: 1. This office letter of even number dated 25-07-2023 to Government of 
Karnataka [Stage-I proposal] and 21-09-2023 [communication of EDS 
query raised by GoK]

2. Government of Karnataka letter No.FEE 20 FLL 2023 (e) dated 13-09-
2023 [EDS Query]

3. M/s Vedanta limited, Benagluru letter dated 11-10-2023 [addressed to  
DCF, Ballari reg submission of the information sought by the GoK]

4. The Deputy Conservator of Forests, Chitradurga Division letter No. A6/
FC/VEDANTA/CB/CR-03/2021-22/3404  dated  06-12-2023  [EDS 
reply]

5. The Chief Conservator of Forests, Bengaluru Circle letter No. No. M1/
MNG/Conveyor-Belt/CR-4/2018-19 dated 26-12-2023 [EDS reply]

With regard to the proposal submitted by this office vide Ref (1) for seeking 
Stage-I  approval under the Forest  (Conservation)  Act,  1980 to the Government of 
Karnataka,  the  Government  of  Karnataka  vide  Ref (2)  has  raised the  EDS Query 
seeking additional information. Further, the same has been communicated to the Chief 
Conservator of Forests, Ballari Circle seeking for the detailed examination of the issue 
as per rules and to submit the report to this office with his specific opinion. The same 
has been communicated to the DCF, Chitradurga Division and the User Agency.
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Accordingly,  the  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  Chitradurga  Division, 
Chitradurga has obtained the point wise information/documents from the user agency 
and has also inspected the project site on 02-12-2023 along with relevant documents 
and has submitted the information to the Chief Conservator of Forests, Ballari Circle 
vide  Ref  (4).  Further,  the  same  has  been forwarded  by the  Chief  Conservator  of 
Forests, Ballari Circle to this office vide Ref (5) as below.

1) The  extent  land  sanctioned  for  mining  purpose:  the  extent  of  land 
sanctioned for mining purpose as per the mining lease deed to the ML No. 
2677  is  160.59  hectare.   Copy  of  the  mining  lease  deed  is  enclosed  as 
Annexure-1. 

2) The present status of this mining lease: The said mine is presently working. 
Further, the mining lease period is valid upto 27-10-2032.

3) Allowed  Mining  Capacity,  Current  mined  and  Transported  capacity:  As  per 

latest  order  of  the  Monitoring  Committee  dated  29-03-2023,  the  maximum 
permissible  annual  production  limit  is  5.89  MTPA.  Details  enclosed  as 
Annexure-2.

The facts are hereby submitted for kind information and it is requested 
to move the matter to the Government of India for seeking Stage-I clearance 
under the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980. 

                    Yours Faithfully,

(Brijesh Kumar Dikshit, IFS)
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests

(Head of Forest Force)

Copy to the:

1. Chief Conservator of Forests, Ballari Circle, Ballari for information.
2. Deputy Conservator of Forests, Chitradurga Division, Chitradurga for information.

3. M/s Vedanta Limited, Sesa Goa Iron Ore, Megalahalli Office Complex, Megalahalli 
village, Bheemasamudra, Chitradurga – 577 520 for information.
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