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(F'ort'st Diversion & Nodal Olliccr, IrC Act)
Oio the PCCI: & I lo[]l;, Odisha, lJhubaneswar

To
The Deputy Inspector Gencrsl of Forests (FC)
Govemment of India,
Ministrl' of Environment, Forests & Climate Change (F.C. Division)
lndira Paryavaran Bhawan, Aliganj, Jor Bagh Road
New Delhi-l10001

,l
Sub: Proposal fo4 seeting prior approval of the Central Government under Section 2(ii)

of the Foresi (Conservation) Act, 1980 in favour of M/s Odisha CoaI & Power Ltd
(OCPL) for non-forestry use of 342.87 he of forest land for development of Dip Side

Menoharpur Coal Mining Project in Sundargarh District of Sundergarh Forest
Division, Odisha - Compliance to GoI observations regarding.

Sir,

Ref-: Lener No. 8-631201l -FC)Vol-l) dated 27 .11.2023 of the Deputy Inspector Genera.l of
Forests, Gol, MoEF & CC (FC Division), New Delhi.

r .1

In invitin! 6 ieferince to the above mentioned subject, the user agency i.e Director and
I

CEO, lv{/s Odisha Coal and Power Limited vide his leuer No. OCPL/624 dated 27.11.2023 has

fumished the following compliance to lhe observalions of Govt. of India -:

(i) The Regional Director, CMPDI, RL-Vll, Bhubaneswar has fumished a detailcd

ljulificarion forlroposing non-sitc specilic aclivities duly aulhenticated by CMPDIL

on forest land is'enclosed as Annerure-I.

(ii) The CEO and Director, M/s OCPL has fumished a detailed note on review of 51.64

ha forest land rcquired lbr extcmal ovcr burden dumping at Manoharpur & Dip Sidc.,I
of Manoharpur Coal Minc Projcct (lixpansion of Mnnoharpur Coal Mine-8.0 to 16.0

' Million 'l'c per annum) of OCPL l.td., Ilhubaneswtu which is cnclosed as

Annerurc-Il. 'l'hc same hiu becn examined at this end and is found to be satisfactory.
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ln view of thc abovc, thc compliancc to thc obscrvBrions dated 37.1t.2023 of the,

Govcrnmcnt of India, Mol.ll; & C(,' (l;C l)ivision), Ncw l)elhi is scnl hercwjrh for favour of kinct

information and ncccssary ocl ion.

llncl: Compliencc in onc scl

Yours faith fullv

Principal Chi of Forcsts
(lforcst [)iverslon andN dal Officer, FC Act)

lllcmo No. Aetg5 / Dr. 88 tt a0e4
Copy along*rth thc compliance report forwarded to the Dy. Director General of Forests

(Central), MoEF & CC, Regional Office, Bhubaneswar for favour of kind information and

necessaly action with referencc to Lefler No. 8-63/201 l -FC)Vol-l) dated 27.11.2023 of the

Dcputv Inspector Gencral of Forests, Gol, MoEF & CC (FC Division), New Delhi.
Encl: Compliance in one set

Principal Chief Co i-f,".,,

r

or
(Forest Diversion and Nodal

tDt AB ll'A)ae
cer, FC Act)

Memo No A)t86
Copy alongwith the compliance report forwarded to the Additional Chief Secretary to

Government. Forest, Environment and Climate Change Department, Odisha, Bhubaneswar for
favour of kind information and necessary action with reference to Letter No. 8-63/201 1-FC)Vol-
I) dated 27. I I .2023 of the Deputy Inspector General of Forests, Gol, MoEF & CC (FC Division).

New Delhi.

Encl: Compliance in one set

Principal Chicf Con H For.r,.
(Forest Diversion and Nodal O cer, FC Act)

Memo No. A)187 /Dt.
Copy forwarded to the Regional Chief

information and necessary aclion.

2.8'tt-A685
Conservator of Forcsts, Rourkela Circle for

Iw[ur
l. ft ncrt

Principal Chie f a
(Forest Diversion and odal Office

McmoNo. aq /,88 M. a8'tt"|oe\g
Copy forwarded to the Divisional Forest Officer, Sundargarh Foresl Division for

information and ncccssary action.

Pri ncipar ch i. r c;*&.?tme** I u
(Forest Diversion and Nodal Oflicer, FC A{)

McmoNo. Ar{ 8q /Dr. ,{3 ll AoAg
Copy forwarded to lhe Direcror and CEO, OCPL, Zone-A, Ground Floor, Fortune Towers,

Chandrasekharpur, Bhubaneswat-7 51023 for information and necessary acrion with refercnce to

Letrer No. 8-$n0l t-F'C)Vol-l) dated 27.11.2023 of the DePuty lnspector General of Forests,

Gol, MoEF & CC (FC Division), New Dclhi

Principal Chicf Cunscrv a )r F'orests

, FC Act)
2lPage
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OCPL
Odisha Coal rnd Posrr Llmltod

{A Go,,orncrot ol Odirlo Corrponyl
ctN u l or ooot2o r 5sccor 8623

\aAtdrr: r*.o<y'.org. rn

a
Letter No: OCPL/624
Date;27.LL.20?3

The Prlncipal Chief Conservator of Forests (PCCF) Nodal,

Aranya Bhawan, Chandrasekharpur,
Bhubaneswar,

Sub: Minutes of Meeting (MoMJ of "Advisory Committee" (ACJ meeting dated 14th

November 2023 on Agenda No.10 - Forest Diversion Proposal of 342.870 ha

of Forest land for development of Dip-Side Manoharpur Coal Mining Proiect

in Sundargarh District of Odlsha Coal & Power Ltd (OCPLJ, Bhubaneswar
(0nline Proposal no. FP/OR/MIN /3763L/2018).

Reg- Essential Details Sought (EDS) letter dated 27.t1,2O23 of Dy. Inspector

General of Forests, MoEF&CC, New Delhi on the decision of the Advisory
Commiftee for detailed revlew by State on the 51.64 ha Forest land proposed

to be used for dumping.

Dear Slr,

This refers to the 342.87 Ha "Forest Dlversion Proposal for development of Dip-

side Manoharpur CoaI Mining Proiect ln Sundargarh District of Odisha Coal &
Power Ltd (OCPL), Bhubaneswar" (0nline Proposal no. FP/OR/MlN/37631/2018)
and the "Minutes of Meeting" (MoM) of Advlsory Commlttee meeting held on 14tt

November 2023. The Advisory Committee has required for a detailed revlew by
State on the 51.64 ha ofForest land proposed to be used for dumplng. Reference-

EDS dtd. ?7 ,L1,.2O23 of Dy. Inspector General of Forests, MoEF&CC, New Delhi.

ln this connection we would apprise that the matter has earlier been reviewed by
Central Mine Planning and Design Institute Limited [CMPDILJ, Bhubaneswar which

is the Nodal Agency of Govt. of India for Mine Planning. CMPDIL has prepared the
Mining Plan in September,Z0L9 for the "lntegrated Manoharpur and Dip-Side

Manoharpur Coal Mine" of OCPL for a Peak Rated Capacity of 16.0 Million Te per

annum. Subsequently, the requirement of Forest Land for OB Dump has been

reviewed by CMPDIL again on 28th June,2023. The CMPDIL Report on "Justification
for non-site specific activides on forest land" is enclosed herewith as Annexure.I.
CMPDIL has re-iterated that external 0B dumping has been minimized in the

RBgd. Ot ice: Zone-A. Gro.rnd FOor. Fortrrne lower. Chondros€tfiopLr. ghuboneswo./S1023
Phone: +9t 674 230654/664. For. +91 674 ,J0607
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project to 9.6 7o only but use of few patches of scattered forest land is essential for
increasing the height of the 0B dump from 60 meters to 120 meters maintaining a
regular geometrical shape for slope stability.

The Note and PPT in this regard are enclosed herewith as Annexure-Il and
Annexure-lll for further consideration on the matter.

ln view of no other alternate option available for the mine working we request
your kind office for grant ofStage-l Forest Clearance of Dip-Side Manoharpur Coal

Block for an area of 342,870 Ha.

Thanking you,

Yours faithfully,

*.1
Odlsha
Coal and
Power
Limited

irector?"\'!>CEO

Copy to:

Deputy Director General of Forests (C), Ministry of Environment, Forest and

Climate Change, Integrated Regional 0ffice, Bhubaneswar

Continuallon Sh.et No.-

Your kind support in this regard will be highly appreciated.

oiresl.r and CEO
Odisha C.al .nd tarlr LE.

EtrrI

1. CMPDIL Report dated 2g*r fune,23
2. Note on Forest Land requirement for 0B Dump

3. PPT

4. AC Meeting MoM dated 14dt Nov,23
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t. Exlernal OB dumo (51.64Ha of Revenue Forest Land)

Juetmcatlon

lind:

'forest
onqPqcillc acllvitt€s

l:
> lntegrated Manoharpur and olp side Mqnghargur Mine is hrvjng an Annual

Pmduction Capaclty of 16.0 Mlllion Toones. ThF total'volume of Orrerbqrdengcavited:..

dump requlrement & maxlmlshg lnErnat dump rapadty q !o gptlmlrr tran p9rt lead

dlstanc.. Out of total overburdcn.of 1747.47 MEufi ,1579.49 M.Orm of oleitfrden (
'' " : I ;t rl'rr 

"ii' 
r:iii1r" -'t''':'r .n'2,i '""'rl ''

.. more than 9ot6) can hc dumped tntgmaflyr)Mlli..ia* bcgr!.dSlglrpa-ppnsJ#rtng

., rllnimum damage to flnd A ecolorr,,,:, ;,.,.., ;.i,..;..,,,i,.,1.',,:. 
'', ',,...,._..

. requlred to be dumpld extemalli in the e;1taryt, 91aq,q1 tlP coat plne irlhln mtne

,icaq,.area 
whkh tr also lln.loel q".rh& $fr" qq? n.lro$.,:l-f rpsc. T:l!:!g frt

!,lterntl dumplnt rs both tlre bltic*s sro surrounded !y othGr. cq-a[ block in 1lt tt's

r.mrlnlng three sldes, Ertemdl dumplng:toulardsidipEide & rehanillng the rame lnio
.-

intcrnal votd'ls also. not possible €orElderiog $nale guarry gperatfon g non avalablllty

of roid bctween wo*ing mlne & dump slope, brtw€cn haul rood &dump slqp€ ?t hlgh

) Two number of External OB Dumpi haw b€en proposed In the Mlne phn mostly

over non-forest land end keeplng ln consldBratlon bare mlnlmum use of forest land,

trom mlning point of vlelv slngle extemal Overburden Dump would have been a better

proposition, however, to mioimize the lnvolvement qf forest land, two exteinal OB

Dumps have bcen de5igned with an s,Iq? 
"qf

33.5Q H. and 236.01 Ha respegttvdf ln

whlch forest land ls 4.f8 retpo4lvely, F.orest patches located tn thls

aea are ln scatterEd maincr r hss ttra! 0,3 (Eqo-d.ss-lll). '

>; - Ourlng development strgc wld w.lll.rot..be.'4rrated for- bict tllllng ot

?ntir. wacte, requlrlnf the erternal roplns of gB, Fgrthqr whgf ,tlr! mint q$dl

I

-

I-



fE E
Increasei beyond 200m, st,fpplng rdto will be incrdased with higher annual 0B

removal and the void created will not be suffldent for accommodating the entire OB

generated, requiring extemal dumplng of part quanuty, Le. around 74.14Mc{m,

) Backfilling has been start€d ln 2nd year ttseff. However due to llmlted void,

slmuttancous backlilllng & cxternal durhping have to b€ contlnud for certaln years.

Care has also b€ed taken to iccdmmddatd mb)dfium quantity wlthin tlte desilhed

external orerburden dump areE wrth mlnimum surface OB transport.

> The rpprovcd MP (Rev lll) already considers a maxlmum dump helght sf 150rn in

the lntehai dumps and hence-ftlrther OB tari't be eccommodated in tfie exlsflng ph,

ifri *tginiit:iliHi.llr fi tn rr*a of 175.57 tta whtra maxrmum hctght of'Ed rfi. trrc

approned MP (Rev lll) accommodates around 152.5 MCum of Insitu waete in the

emernel dumpll (earli€r ext. dumfllll in an area of 235.80 Ha wlth addttion of 51.64

Ha of forest land. To mlfllmlz! the usage of ftrest tand, In the extemal area, the dumps

8re Filanned to a hrl ht of l2O m from tha ground level and elsdthe lrregular strapes of

drimps h leadier pli,i (iey [] try.af iroutfi&U Ih Mi iia/ m) t6 ,csomiiroil€t€ more

wlume oi OB, Ttre layout of both the plaiE'lr attached a5 ArnGxuGt.

> The locdtion & hetght of ortemal OB dumps ar well if5 de3lgn hai beeii-"'pfanned

s(lentffi;lly. Tliese iumps have been ptanned conslderlng lndMdual tier of 30 m whh

maxlmum ca'paclty, adequatr iaftty berfiS;& proper en8le. Sofie of ihese forest

latches are ln the middle of proposed extemal dump, lf these scittered patches of

forest are avoide4 then theJe dumps cannot be cbnstructed with full capacity &

height & there will be shortage In dumping space.

> ln absence ofthese forest land , followin8 are the disadvantages:

. Huge additlonel non foaest of equlvalent arEa or more may be reqdlred in

outslde le?sd area for dumplng whlch ti tum leads to destructlon sf more land &

further damage tb ecolog'y,

lncreased cdst of mlnlng with mote transport distance for Og, transportation of

oBoutllde leare area wtitfu*rrcr enhance pollstlon. | ,

oL

a

-
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fi! Qoqslderlng the rechniBt ana.fl{Y of vtrilw, the forcst Pit$6i: ii4

rirlnlmum acquirlmtnL Thui, total arclusion of t+ tqest tmd ln oB dullrp aroa Ir

unavoidable consldering $e rltc condluoo and bare mlnirirum $e of forett land hs 
.

.hlen planned.

2. i;lh,r"v sidino (0.27Fia"'oi Foftisi Gnd) & Atiorbach Road-ig:s7H?'qf

> lntegrated Manoharpur ind Dip slda [i nohrrpur Mirre k havlrU'rn. {urat.: " ,-:- l

'' Producuon Capac'rty of ,15,0 MlfitQn ronnrrt,fta'-filne.ls clpflvc'to.+f60Mw
. i{, Jr\j,r,.r .l, unltsof lbrhemil P-awei6t tlgnof opGG 'ii.,ii1r111,;;gi, i.' , . !t :'rl') Ihe coal rqquir.ment oi,thi: ilpttvctunttr ls lrMstgBl q r+,P; lemrpl

dependlnB on Plant Load Fector.nd Spcitfic CBI Consumpuon qf the $ttlon .

> Th! lntlre coal Is lnvisaSed to b! trsnsportld through a dedlcatrd 47ln Coubh

lndkMrrry.GgRornd(i!G$oj5,rmfiOstr!.lne!q,p,o.^r,.!idrft :, .,' .

> At pre.rnt t*o unitr (a560luwl 1ru'iindgr grratloD .and th. afiiE coal

l'.'iequtrlmert ts met trr*n Ure cap6e,mlnl iltroqtt:thc. sinlte itna"M6i F!c!;
I : -, .,.r. 1 .... 1., ,. -- i r' ': 

.

' Femaining two untts and irona lne on the MGR tvttem are cnvlsatFd to {e

commisslonedbyea02$s0irpcrtheGoarpproval' . .

> A! plr $e effl€lency parametcrs of coel block Allatment Agracmrnt cl8n d w{tl

Mlntstry of Coal, Gol, the coal comPany needs b alhcr€ thc Producflon $hcdule

of ApproYrd Min! Plan. ..

> Ar per the Approred Mlne PlaG vtlne -h to pn duoe 10.MI ln Ff2!

14 xlMTln Fl2+25rnd onrrprils

;D l@rdf ngly,,there wlll be o ifrom tho mlna,and the quant lt| of 9.EFs6

coil. E dcpendhS o|| thc aOrl-req ment qf oFGe
I
{
I

I

I
I
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l id avoid the road trdnsportatlon of cxcess coal lt has been planned to connect

the mlne uilth-lndlan Rallway system by construcung e Ralh./ay sldinli near

> A dedieted rongete roed wtl be derrcloged from m lne to the proposed iailv{ay

sldin& whlch enibles minlmum robd tra4sponaion. thlrcby rcductng ihe air

polludon to I gr€at€r cxtert.

. P Thui, tre pmposed dlveBion of Forcat hnd for conctrutfon of Sldhg and its

rpptoedr road ls esiemlal for avrotadon of coal wfth mlnlmum damage to the

Enylron rn erlt,



AnnLq.tA, t'u

Dt-27$ Nov,23

Note on revlew of 51.64 ha forest land requiremetrt for external over burden dumpltg at

Manoharpur & Dlp Side of Manoharpur Coal Mlne Proiect (ExPanslon of Manoharpur Coal

Mlne-8.0 to 16.0MllllonTe per Annum) of odlsha Coal and Power Ltd,Bhubaneswar

1. Backrround of Prol.ct

Odisha Coal and Power Ltd a State PSU of Govt.of odisha is allotted with two coal blocks

namely Manoharpur and Dip-side Manoharpur Coal Block wlth speclfied End Use Plant at

orissa Power Generation Corporation (Thermal Pow€r Units 4x660 Mw). Manoharpur Coal

Mine has obtained all permits and clearances for 8.0 MTPA and is producing coal from Dec

2079.ln F\ 2022-23, mine has achieved 8.0 MT Peak Rated Capacity as per approved Mining

Plan.During Minlng Plan approval for Dip-slde Manoharpur Coal Block, the Technical

Committee ofthe Minlstry of Coal directed OCPL to integrate both the coal blocks into one

mine as Dip-side Block is not geologically suitable for independent mlnlnt .lntegrated

Manoharpur and Dip side Manoharpur Coal Mine of OCPL ls havlng extractable reserves of

636 Mllllon Tonnes(MT) and the Rated Capacity of Mine is 15 MTPA. Total volume of OB

proposed to be excavated durlng the life of the min e is L747.41Million Cum.

CMPDII the Nodal Agency for Coal Mine Planning of Govt. of lndia has prepared & reviewed

the Mlne Plan and Mine Closure Plan and CSIR-CIMFR, Govt. of lndia has also carried out the

scientiffc studles on slope stability of working and OB dumps benches.

As per the approved Minlng Plan, total volume of the OB accommodated in the

lntemal dumps is 1579.49 M.Cum. Thus, the resldual OB quantity of 157.92 M. cum,

which ls only 9.5% of the total oB, is requlred to be dumped extemally in the eastern

side of the coal mlne having no other option as there are othet coal blocks adjacent

to the lnt€grated Mine owned by NTPC, MCL & Hlndalco.

During development stage of mlne, enough void will not be created for back fllling of
entire waste, requlrlng the external dumpint of OB. Further when the mine depth

increases beyond 200m, strlppint ratlo will be lncreased with higher annual OB

removal and the vold created will not be sufficlent for accommodating the entlre

Benerated OB. However, the backfilling has been started in 2nd year itself but due to
limited void, simultaneous backflling & external dumpinE have to be continued till 31fr
years,

To minimize the involvement of forest land, two numbers of External OB Dumps, have

been proposed in the Mine plan mostly over non-forest land and keeping in
consideration bare minimum use offorest land,

The forest patches located ln oB dump area are ln scattered manner wlth ffown
density of less than 0,3 (Eco class-lll). However, these forest patches are essential to
lncrease the dump hei8ht from 60mtr to maximum height (120m) to accommodate

the generated OB.

a

a

a
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2 Dumo deslen:
A, The following design parameters have been considered for OBdump:

i. Maximum helght of each deck allowed as per DGMS permission is 30 m.

ii. A width of 30m shall be left on each deck.

iii. 40m width is required for slope (37.50) ofeach deck.

iv. For constructing each bench of 30m height, minimum 1tO m width is required
v. Thus for a 120m height of OB dump, 56Om of minimum width is required.

!ou
- -stt--- ---- l

B. Comoarlson of Dumo des lcn ln earller and revised Mine Plans:

3. Justlflcatlgn for use of Forest lend in External OB Dumo

Mine has been designed considering minimum damage to land & ecology

and maxlmlzation of internal dumping to avoid external dumping.

The location, height and shape of the OB dumps as well as its desi3n has

been planned scientifically during the preparation of Mine Plan and no
suitable non-forest area is available in surrounding for these OB dumps.

The approved Mining Plan (Rev-lll) already considers a maximum dump
height of 150m in the internal dumps and hence further OB can't be

accommodated in the existing pit.

As three sides of the mine are Coal Bearing, both designed external OB

dumps are located in the eastern side ofthe mine in non-coal bearing area.

a

Extemal Dump2
deslgn

Rev-ll
(Manoharyur

block)

Rev-lll
(lnregrated Mine)

Remarks

Dump Area, Ha 775.s7 230.80 lrregular shape is

rectified to increase

the dump height and

accommodate more
OB in less area.

Dump Height 30 to 80m
(avg.60m)

120m

Quantity of OB,

Mill. Cum

58.89 152,5

2k,.,,/t \



CMPOll" the nodal agency for Coal Mine Plannin& has verified twice the
forest land requirement for external OB dump and has kept it at the
minimum level (9.6% only balance for back filling). Justlflcation provided

by CMPDIL regarding requirement of forest land for non-site speciflc
activitles ls attaehed as Annexure-l,

The forest patches located in OB dump area are in scattered manner with
crown density of less than 0.3 (Eco class-lll).A8ainst a existlng tree
enumeration of 309 trees per ha, the proposed CA Land for dlversion of
this patch provides for 1000 Trees per ha.

Thus considedng the technical and safety point of view as reviewed by
CMPDIL the forest patches are bare mlnlmum requirement and incluslon
of the forest land in OB dump area is unavoidable considering the site
condition.

L>
CEO and
OCPL

Oltx,tor and CEO
Odlrhr Cral end pcyar LU.
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ODISHA COAL AND POWER LIMITED
(A Government of Odisha Company)
Regd. Office: Plot No- Zone-A, Ground Floor, Fortune Towers,
Bhubaneswar - 7 51023, Odisha,
website: www.ocpl.org.in, email : info @ocpl.org. in; 1

Review on Forest Land requirement for
External OB dumping
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. lntegrated Manoharpur and Dip side Manoharpur Mine is having extractable reserves of 636
Million Tonnes(MT) and the Rated Capacity of Mine is 16 MTPA.

. Total volume of OB proposed to be excavated during the life of the mine is L747 .4L M.Cum.

. CMPDI, the Nodal Agency for Coal Mine Planning of Govt. of lndia has prepared & reviewed
the Mine Plan and Mine Closure Plan and CSIR-ClMFR, Govt. of lndia has carried out the
scientific studies on slope stability of working and OB dumps benches.

. Totalvolume of the OB accommodated in the internal dumps is 1579.49 M.Cum.

. The residual OB quantity of 167.92 M. cum, which is 9.6% of the total OB, is required to be
dumped externally in the eastern side of the coal mine having no other option as there are
coal blocks adjacent to the lntegrated Mine owned by NTPC,MCL & Hindalco .

. During development stage enough void will not be created for back filling of entire waste,
requiring the external dumping of OB. Further when the mine depth increases beyond
200m, stripping ratio will be increased with higher annual OB removal and the void created
will not be sufficient for accommodating the entire OB generated.

Project Background

2



a To minimize the involvement of forest land, two numbers of External OB Dumps, have been
proposed in the Mine plan mostly over non-forest land and keeping in consideration bare
minimum use of forest land.

Backfilling has been started in 2nd year itself. However due to limited void, simultaneous
backfilling & external dumping have to be continued till 31years.

Forest patches located in OB dump area are in scattered manner with crown density of less
than 0.3 (Eco class-lll).

a

a
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Maximum height of each deck allowed as per DGMS permission is 30m.

A width of 30m shall be left on each deck.

40m width is required for slope (37.50) of each deck.

For constructing each bench of 30m height, minimuml40m width is required

Thus for a 120m height dump, 560m of minimum width is required.

--560 M-

40 lvl

4

OB Dump construction
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Position of Forest Land (51.64Ha) in External OB Dump
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forest patch is essential ,to increase
the dump height from 60 mtr to
maximum height(120m).
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OB Dump construction

--<A\
(

I

I |

+I

Dump Area, Ha

Dump Height

Quantity of OB, Mill. Cum

175.57 230.80

30 to 80m (avg.60m) 12Om

lrregular shape is rectified to
increase the dump height and
accommodate more OB in less

6

_-<-__+-

ev-ll (Earlier Plan) Rev-lll (lntegrated Mane)
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Final Stage Dump Plan
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The approved MP (Rev lll) already
considers a maximum dump height of
150m in the internaldumps and hence

:rg.:j. I further OB can't be accommodated in
the existing pit.
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Addltlonal DLC l-and (Ha) Total Area (Ha)
264.424 69-O78 434.102

Land Wpe Area (Ha) Non Forest/Open
forest, Ha

MDF VDF

Govt. Land

DLC land

Addl. DLc

Total

Plantation proposed

264.424

59.078

100;6

434.].02

183

90

3

95

188

1,83,000

122

33

5

160

0

47

34

81

0

241Ha of CA land identified is falling in MDF & VDF category and hence the land handed over to forest
department will have considerable tree growth.
To meet the loss of tree by tree criteria, 160Ha of Degraded forest land has been identified in Malkangiri
forest division.

DSS Analysis of CA sites

Govt. Land (Ha) DLC r-and (Ha)
I OO.600
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Mine has been designed considering minimum damage to land & ecology, maximization of
internal dumping.

The location, height and shape of the OB dumps as well as its design has been planned
scientifically during the preparation of Mine Plan and no suitable non-forest area is available
for these OB dumps.

As three sides of the mine are Coal Bearing, both external OB dumps were located in the
eastern side of the mine in non-coal bearing area.

CMPDIL, the nodal agency for Coal Mine Planning, has verified twice the Forest land
requirement for external OB dump and has kept it at the minimum level (9.5% only balance
for back filling ). Justification provided by CMPDI is attached with the proposal.

Considering the technical and safety point of view, the forest patches is minimum
requirement.

Thus, inclusion of the forest land in OB dump area is unavoidable considering the site
condition.
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Recommendation

a ln view of the above, the proposal may be recommended for grant of Stage-l FC of
Dip-Side Manoharpur Coal block.
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THANK YOU
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3Oh year stage plan
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Schematic - Coal Block & lts Contiguous Block
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Forest land cleared with Stage-ll FC for Manoharpur Block: 273.244ha

Forest land applied for diversion in Dip-Side Block proposal: 342.87 Ha

176.59Reserve Forest L76.59

702.74 64.L4 766.24Revenue Forest

274.73 64-14 342.87

78

Diversion of 342.87 ha forest land for development of Dip-side
Coal Block

Type of Forest land lnslde Coal block
Outside Coal Block

(OB Dump & evacuation
roadl

Total Forest

TOTAT



Justification for use of Forest Land (212):

2.0 Road & Railw Sidins :8.94 Ha

' To avoid the road transportation of excess coal it has been planned to connect the mine with lndian Railway
system by constructing a Railway siding near Laikera village, which is at a distance of only 5.4 Km from the mine.

' A dedicated concrete road will be developed from mine to the proposed Railway siding, which enables minimum
road transportation, thereby reducing the air pollution to a greater extent.

' Thus, the proposed diversion of Forest land for construction of Siding and its approach road is essential for
evacuation of coal with minimum damage to the environment.

3.0 Mine Colonv : 1.2 Ha

' This patch is falling within the proposed colony expansion which will be protected by providing landscape and
additional plantation.

79
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4.0 Other lnfra : 2.36 Ha



l/584)i /2021

1t-91/?OIa-FC(PLl

Minutes of the Meeting of the Advisory Committee (AC) meeting
held on 14.1L.2023

Agcnda No. 1

File No. &0U201&FC
Sub: Proposal for dlversion of forcst Iand for Gxnnsion of lease of 94,98 ha, lor setting
up of experimental farm at Pcruvannamuzhy Range h Kozhikodc District by Itrdian
lnstitute of Spices Rcsearth (IISR)- regarding,

fuea utilizadon at ICAR-IISR Expelimental Famr, Penrvannaouzhi

Sl. No Particulars Appmdmate
tuea (Ha)

1 Residential Area 0.50

2 Farm offices aad o(her infrastruc res

(includes the buildines and surroundings of Farm office)
1.50

3. Farm pond9 water harvesdng structures 0.50

4. SDice processing units, dryinE yards, solar tunnel, boiling unjts etc 1.00
c Farm roads

6. Area under elephant mnch, compound wall and solar fence 3.00

7 Area under nursery sheds for spice experimens, planting material
production purposes

3.50

o Area under meteorological obsewatory 0.50

9 National Active gennplasm site for Black Pepper, ginger, turmeric,
garcinia, clove, allspice, cinnamon, vanilla

15.0

10. Evaluating Black pepper hybrid progenies, promising lines, DUS and

otber ria-ls on ouheg etc.

15.0

11. Experimental and seed multiplication of GinEer and turmeric 5.00

Biodiversity consewation area (outside $e uench) 15.0

1. the above stated agenda item was considered by Advisory Committee (AC) io its meeting

on 14.11.2023. The comsponding details of dre agenda Eay be seen at ffi,&adyffhJxif.h.
2. During the meeting, all the facts and background of the proposal, along wi$ examiaation

of dre proposal in the DSS were prcsentd and explained by Member Secretary before the

Advisory Cornmiftee (AC). CoDmittee was a]so apprised of the relevant provisious under

other Acs, Rules and Guidelines relevant to the proposal and their signilicance,

3. The DIGF (C) Regional Office, Bangalore was also present in the meetirg during the

discussion of the above proposal

4. The Advisory CoEEiuee (AC) after thdrough deliberation and discussion obcerved that
(i) The present proposal is for extension of lease of 94.98 ha, for sening up of experimenal
farm at Peruvannamuzhy Range in Kozhikode District by Indiao Instiurte of Spices Reseuch
(IISR). The Legal Status of the proposed forest land is Reseryed Forest.

(ii) The foliowing area is utilization by IISR as per record:

It.so

12, lArea resewed for annual planting of glnger and turmerlc on mtationl8.0O

tu.i, I



| /sa433/ zozl

r r-9r /20r 2-FC(Pt. )

lv. The CA area has been provided over 67.052 ha NFL; therefore, the State C,ovt. shall
ensue that the equivalent non-forest land to the extent of the forest land being divened
will be provided.

Agenda No. l0

File No, 8-53,201f-FC (Vol-I)

Sub: Proposal for seeking prior approval of the Central Gov€rnment under Section 2
(ii) of the Forest (Consenr'ation) AcL 1980 in Iavour of l\lVs Odisha CoaI & Powcr Ltd
(OCPL) for non-forestry us€ of 342.870 ha of forest Iand for development of Dip Side
Manoharpur Coal Mining Project in Sundargarh District of Sundargarh Forest
Division, Odisha (Online Proposal no. FP/ORrtIINB763U2018)

1. The above subject agenda item was considered by the Advisory Committee in its
meeting held on 14.11.2023. The corresponding agenda note may be seen at
www.padvesh.dc,in. Nodal Officer (FCA), Odisha was not aftended the meeting
however, represenlative of the Nodal (FCA) from Govt. of Odisha was present and
DDGF (central), MoEF&CC's RO at Bhubaoeswar was also present il the meeting.

2. During the meetiDg, all tlre facts and background of the proposal, along with
examination of fte proposal in the DSS were presentd and explained by the
Member Secretary before the AC for their examination and analysis. Committee was
also apprised of the relevant provisions of the Act, Rules and Guidelines relevant to
the proposal and their significance.

3. Advisory Commiftee after through deliberation and discussion observed that:
i. The Government of Odisha vide their letter no. FE-DIV-FLD-0016-2023-3657

dated 27.02.2023 submised above subject proposal seeking prior approval of
Central Govenunent under section 2 For€st (Conservation) Act, 1980.

ii. Manoharprrr and Dip side of Maaoharpur block are contiguous blocks having
common boundary. These two coal blocks were allocated by Gow of India,
Ministry Coal in favour of OPGC. The Supreme Court of India tkough its
judgment dated August 25, 2014 read with its order dated September 24, 2014
(collectively the "Supreme 6o111 luagpent') had cancelled allocnent of 204
coal blocks including fte Manoharpur and Dipside Manoharpur coal block
which were allotted to OPGC. Subsequent to the Supreme Coun judgment, the
Coal Mines (Special provisions) Odinance 2014 and Coal Mines (Special
provisions) Second Ordinance, 2014 (collectively the "dinance") w€re
promulgated and the CoaI Mines (Special Provisions) Rules, 2014 (the
"Rules") were framed for aucdon atrd allotrnent of all blocks which were
subject to cancellation pumuant to the Supreme Cout judgment. Further, the
CoaI Mjnes (Special Provisions) Act, 2015 (the "Aa") was enacted which
replaced the ordinance.

iii. The net geological reserve of Manoharpur coal block is 252 Million Tonne
(MT) and that of Dip side Manoharpur coal block is 726 MT Forest Clearance
(Stage-I & II) for 276.555 ha (including 76.19 ba area which is to be treated as

forest as per dictionary meating) of Manoharpur Coal Block has been
obtained from MOEF & CC vide lener F.No.8{3/2011-FC dated 20.08.2014
by the prior allottee (OPGC). Since, thls 75.19 ha of land is Govt non forest
land, the same has been acquired tlrough OGLS Act, 1962. However, all the
r€quirement of FC Act & conditions stipulated in Stage-I & II approval has
been complied. The Forest Clearance was Eansferred to OCPL vide Letter
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F.No.&6y2011-FC dated 30.11.2015. Funher, 86.527 ha of land falling
outside the coal block, which indudes 57.078 ha of forest land were acquired
by OPGC for pit head infrastructur€s & coal stockyard etc. under the head

MGR The entire non-forest land wu transfened in favour of OCPL by
IIDCO, Govt. of Odisha and the entire forest land were transferred in favour
of OCPL vide MoEF& CC, Regional Office Bhubaneswar Letter No.S-
ORA1552012-BHU, dated 17110/2017,
The DFO, Sundargarh Forest Division has rtponed that the total forest land
divened & uansfened in favour of OCPL Ous comes to 257.543 ha (200.465

ha + 57 078 ha). Further, OCPL has already applied 15.701 ha of left out
forest land for Manoharpur coal block, the proposal of which has been

forvarded from State Go!,t to MOEF & CC and in the mean-time it has got
Stage,l approval also. Forest Land is requircd for CoaI miniag extemal
overburden dumping, construction o[ evaclation facilities & allied
iffrastrucurc.
Apart from the land already acquired for Manoharpur Coal mine project by the
user agency, the total land planned to develop Dip-side Manoharpur Coal
block is 780.440 ha (Inside block 684.620 ha+ Outside blockl 95.82 ha),
which is proposed to be acquired. Therefore, dris diversion pmposal has been
submitted by the User Agenry coverlng forest land ol U2.870 ha (Inside
block: 278.730 ha + Ouside block 64.140 ha) for use in non-forestry pupose
under the provisions of Sec-2 of the Forest Conservation Aa, 1980. The
blocks are connected by road to the sute capital Bhubaneswar through Sute
Highway-l0 and Nadonal Highway-Ss, with a total distance of around 400
km, approx, The nearest railhead is Hemgir on MuEbai-Howrah Broad Gauge
of South Eastem Railway at a distance of about 2Skms. Jharsuguda railway
station on Jharsuguda-Sambalpur-Bhubaneswar rail Iine of East Coast Railway
is situated at a distance of about 45 kn. approx. Tbe nearest port at Bay of
Bengal is Pamdip and situated at a distance of about 600 km. from the block.
The Jharsuguda Airyor! is the nearest airport from the block (Approx. 45
KM).
The uea proposed for diversion falls in Sundergarh Forest Division of Odisha
and the UA has applied this area for rl4 years, The legal status of the Forest
Iand is RF (176.59 ha) and Revenue Forest (166.28 ha). The density of
vegetation of Reserve Foresr (U5.50 ha) is 0.4 Revenue Forest (166.28 ha) is
0.3 and EceValue Class-III.
The total forest land of 342.870 ha (inside block 278.730 ha + ouside block
64.140 ha) has been applied for dlversion. The total forest land, Govt. oon-
forest land and Private land involved in &e Dip side Manoharpur coal block is
780.440 ha. Out ot which 684.620 ha is inside block arca and 95.82 ha in
outside block. In the Mining lease area of 684.62 ha the forest area is 278.73
ha. Further, for ouside of the Coal Bloclq additional area of 95.82 ha
proposed, out of which the forest area is 64.14 ha. Cumulatively for both
inside and outside of the proposed Coal Block, the forest area requirement is
(27 8.7 3+ 64.14) =342,87 ha.
The total forest land located in the safety zone area of the Mining lease ls 4.15
ha.
As reported by the DFO, Sundargarh Forest Division, plantation over an area

ot 44.942 ha (non-forest Govt. land 245.318 ba + DLC land 93.691 ha and
109.933 ha) has been identified in village Bendrichua. Eha, Laxmanapa,

vl
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Fateimunda, Kesrijima, Kunjanala of Tahasil Hemgiri, Lephripada, Badagaon,

Balisankara and in villages Bailma, Karuabahal, Khatrubahal, Tunumura,
Kandeimunda, Kutra under Tahasit Kutra and Balisankara. The land schedule

authenticated by the concerned Tahasildars and countersigned by the DFO,

Sun&rgarh Forrst Division has been provided.
The DFO, Sundargarh Forest Division has reported that as per DSS analysis,
the effective area suitable for plantation is 75 ha out of identified 245.318 ha

non-forest Govt. land and 103 ha DLC land out of identified 109.933 ha.

Accordingly, the CA Scheme has been prepued by the DFO, Sundaryarh
Forest Division over 76 ha of non-forest Govt. land and 103 ha DLC land at
the current wage rate t333/per mandays of 10 years' maintenance with
required SMC measure over total area of M8.942 ha identified for CA (as per

onetime cost norm). The plantation scheme has been pmvided. The area will
be restocked by planting adequate no. of seedlings of Gamar, Asan. Jamun,
Tamarind, Simuli, Jack fruit etc- as per site requirement.
The CA scheme with provision for AR plantation @1000 seedlings per ha

over 76 ba of non-forest Govt. land and 103 ha DLC land has been prepared
which accommodate only 1,79,000 seedlings. The balance (342.87 - 4.lS =
338.69 ha 1000 seedlings/ha = 338690 nos. 179000 nos. = 159690 or say
150000) 160000 seedlings will be accommodated in 160 ha degtaded forest
land identified for Addl. CA in Kondakamberu URI- of Malkanagiri Forest
Division wlth a provision for AR plantation @1000 seedlings per ha. As per
DSS analysis the area found to be NF 88 & OF = 71. As r€poned by DFO, the
identified area will be restocked by planting adequate no. of seedlings of Asan,
Gamar Jamun, Pipal, Neem. Tamarind, Amla & Malul etc. The execudon and
protection of the plartation will be done by local people (VSSS) with
monitoring by DFO, Malkangir.
The State has reported that site suitability certificate for raising CA over non-
forest Govt land and DLC land and Addl. CA land have been furnished by
DFO, Sundargarh and DFO, Malkangir have been provided respectively.
The certificate under Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006, the Lol holder has

applied to Collector, Sundugarh for issue of certificate under FRA, 2006 and
the Colleoor, Sunilargarh instrucred BDO Hern$ri to process the FRA
certificate vide his Letter No.887 Dt.27.02.2020, The User Agency has
submitted an undertaking duly countersigned by the DFO, Sundargarh Forest
Division to submit the certificate under FRA, 2006 as soon as it is obtained
from the competent aufiority.
Environmenal Clearance will be rcquired for the project for which User
Agency has applied {or EC to MOEF & CC, New Delhi and ToR was issued
on Dt.19.04.2020 based on Mining Plan. Expen Appraisal Commiaee (EAC)
has raised few observations includitrg obtaining of Forest Clearance-
As per the Site Inspection Report of the DFO, Sundugarh Forest DivisioD
(127 nos. in village Kathaphala and 63 nos in village Paramanandpur), the
project involves displacement of 190 families out of which 127 Scheduled
Tribes, 4 Scheduled Castes and 59 other category families. The User Agency
has submitted an undertaking duly countersigned by the DFO, Sundargarh
Forest Division that the approved R&R Plan will be submitted prior to final
approval of the diversion pmposal over 342.87 ha. The socio-economic survey
for preparatiou and frnalization of R&R plan for the project. displaced
familiey project affected families is under progress
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xvi. As reponed by the PCCF &HOFF, Odisha &e CosFBenefit Rado is
L:22L.5L4. The State has recommended fie Regional Wi.ldlife Management
Plan and Site Specific Wildlife Conservadon Plan.

xvij. The Mining plan including Mining doser plan has been approved by the
Ministry of CoaI, Govemm.ent of India vide L.No.34011/15/2018-CPAM
dated 26.09.2019. Subsequendy one corrigendum has been made vide
L.No.3401 U1512018-CPAM dated 01. 10.2019, ftuther following change made
in Pan-t that Mining Plan Revision-2 lo Mining Plan Revision-3 being
mentioned as Mining Plan (Revision-3) for Maooharpur aod Manoharpur Dip
Side Coal Block in IB valley of Sundargarh District of OCPL The perlod of
Mining lease is for 30 years. The Mining operation has started as per the
minilg plan (Rev-III) on 01.11.2018 and life of the mine is estimated as.l4
years @16MTA production. Schedule year of production has fixed to 2019-20
and proposed year of achieving production is fixed to 2022-23.

xviii, Stams of compliance of conditions stipulated in the Stag+II approval accorded
by MOEF & CC vide lener F.No.8-63/2011-FC dated 20.08.2014 for the
diversion of 276.653 ha forest land and the status of compliance repon of
Sage.l approval for diversion of 15.701 ha forest land for Manoharpur coal
block has submitted by &e Sute Govemmenc

xix. There was a discrepancy in the area pmposed forest for diversion. As per
proposal submined the area is 342.870 ha whereas the softwarecalculated
.uea as per DSS analysis is found to be 334.069 ha. Similarly, it was
mentioned that the project boundary alea of dipside is 1848.379 ha (Lease

area 1781.591 ha) and its software-calculated area is found to be 1812,49 ha.
The same has been rectified by the State.

xx. The Sate autlorities recommended the proposal for dive$ion of 342.87 ha of
forest land under FCA, t980.

xxi. As per the proposal &.14 ha area has been proposed for Allied Infrastructure
out of which 51.54 ha is for OB dump. The Justification for proposlng these

non-sire specific activities on forest land was asked and no satisfactory reply
has been received ftom the State Govt.

xxii. The proposal was also inspected by the fugional office Bhubaneswar and the
AC has considered the SIR and noted that:

a) The mining operation will start in dre Kanhupahad RF (f0.52 Ha)
block after 126 year of commencement of mhing operation and mining
in the Hunadarkhola RF block comprising an arra of 166.06 Ha will
commence after 25d years of mining operation.

b) The forest land proposed for dumping is 51.64 Ha, which is a non-site
specific activity and the same canaot be considered on the forest land,

xxiii. As the UA has applied 342.870 ha forest land. Out of this proposed EL 10.52
ha wiII be used after 12 years and 166.06 ha will be used after 25d year and
51.54 ha will be used for dumping. In view of this scenario a huge patch of
forest land sought for diversiou does not seem to be utilized on urgeat basis
and in near funrre,

4. Decision of the Advisory Gommittee: After thorough deliberadon and discussion
with CF (FCA), GoO and DDGF (Cental), RO Bbubaneshwar the Advisory
Corffnittee defened the proposal with observations that as huge patch of the forest
land i.e. 51.64 ha is proposed to be used for dumping which is a non-site specific
activity, a detailed review is required ftom the state side,
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