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Comments of DFO, Latehar l

1

The user agency has
proposcd  diversion
of 51532 ha of
forest land, out of
which 307.20 ha is

dumping is a non-
site-specific

activity, the . State
Government is
required to re-cast
and rationalize the
arca proposed for

1. Essentiality and urgent requirement of the earmarked area
for second phase of Mining and Interim temporary OB
dump within Coal Block area commensurate with the
internal dumping schedule.

It is respectfully submitted that the proposed Overburden (OB)

dumping is a temporary measure that will be followed by the

coal reserves.

The proposal is strictly in conformity with the provisions of the
Approved Mining Plan and constitutes an essential and
technically unaveidable operational activity,

The coal seams underlying the proposed temporary dump area are
geologically proved and contain approximately 170 Million
Tonnes of mineable coal reserves, as cstablished through
cxploration carried out by the Geological Survey of India (GSI)
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Carlicr reply was sut-)—m—itiaa—
by the DFO on 28-02-2026
and 17-03-2026. Further an
undcrtaking has been
submitted by User Agency in

carmarked for | packfilling of the mine void as part of the second phase of mining. [ compliance of observation
overburden This action is necessary to ensure a continuous supply of coal to | made by MoEF&CC about
dumping. Since | meet plant requirements. It is important to note that this activity | the rationale behind the large
Gvetbusden will not lead to any permanent diversion, loss, or sterilization of extent the forest lang i

aside for use ag temporary
QB dump. The user agency
in its reply has submitted an
undertaking stating there is
no non-forest lang available
for dumping of overburden

nearby the lease areq and the

overburden and the Central Mine Planning & Design Institute Limiteq | 272 S¢t aside for temporary
dumping. The user | (cpppI). The arca is site-specific, and the underlying coal scams | OB dump shall be brought
agency in | gre clearly earmarked for cxtraction in subsequent phascs of mining under mining in future,
consultation  with | to meet the coal requircment of the already operational end-use

e The 307.20 ha of forest
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the State Govt. shajj
explore the nop.
forest land nearby
for such activity,

CAARMIIN M A D bt o~ e

Compliance submitted by yger Agency

Comments of DFi
05 Latehar
Power plant
The temporg,
'POTary OB dum ith i oL

ic):ckﬁlhng schedule P ?)]r(::? with its phased re-handling and | OB dumpa:ﬁzf; f};)r roporary

Mponent of the < an  integral apgd A e o

. SHE - approved | 162.8 ha. Rev;

Sufficient internal voids duyr; ed Mmm_g Plan. Upon creation of map and g use

ﬁllcq, followed by extraction of
- Accordingly, it is unequivocally
of coal resources js

ternporary.extemal dumping, safe,
planned mining operations cannot

d to operational disruption and non-
uction targets.

reversibility of land yse,

In view of

forest land t};:ra?)o};e:iihe s v femporary use of coal-bearing
bound e TMping 1s unavoidable, reversible, time.
Thun » and critical for the continuation of mining ope;ati(ms
Ahe proposal ensures optimal utilisation of a nationall;é
Important coal resource, while safeguarding forest interests
thrf)ugh controlled use and assured reclamation,

It is also of eritical importance to highlight that the Banhardih
Coal_ Mining Project was allocated on 25.06.2018 to meet the coal
requirement of 3 x 800 MW units of PVUNL, forming a vital
component of regional power security. The Stage-I Forest
Clearance application, submitted on 18.09.2021, has been
.scrutmised, vetted, and recommended by all concerned authorities,
including the State Forest Department. However, despite the
passage of nearly four years, the Stage-I Forest Clearance has not
yet been accorded.

During the most recent review meeting of the Ministry of Coal
held on 25.11.2025, a termination notice for the coal block has
already been issued, citing inefficiency parameters that are directly
attributable to the non-grant of Forest Clearance, rather than
any deficiency on the part of the project proponent. Continuation of
this delay poses an imminent risk of cancellation of the coal
block, despite full compliance with statutory and technical
requirements.

Further, the Environmental Clearance has been accorded by
MOoEF&CC on 03.04.2025, valid up to 03.04.2026. In the absence
of Stage-I Forest Clearance, the project will be unable to
operationalise the EC, rendering the clearance liable to lapse. SUf:h
an outcome would result in irreversible regulatory and fmanual
consequences, including loss of statutory approvals, deraxlment_ of
mining operations, and adverse impact on power generation
infrastructure of strategic and national importance. ,
In this context, early consideration and apprqval (?f ﬂ}e proposa
is critical to avoid cascading regulatory invalidation, cnsurc
continuity of mining operations, and saf‘cguar.d the intended
utilisation of the allocated coal block in national intercst.

2. Non-Availability of alternate Suitable Non-Forest Land for

undertak;

submitted by ysey ager;acl;ni
enclosed as Anncxure-] g 11
This area may be 4] ;
be utilized in stages as pe;
j[hc necessity and tree felling
in this area also tg be done
onl;{, when necessary, after
certifying by the Divisional
Forest Officer.

owed tg

Overburden Dumping

Srar a3k dar
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Compliance submitted by User Agency

The project arca is geographically constrained ﬂ_ﬂd snte-l
specific, being surrounded on all sides by existing o
mining projects, coal blocks under development, and
notified forest land, which severely limits the
availability of alternative non-forest land for
overburden (OB) management and to rect?st and
rationalise the arca proposed for overburden dumping.

e The immediate land-use configuration around the coal

block is as under:
o North: Aragundi and Rajbar coal blocks (under
development)

o South: Sikni coal block (operational) and Jagaldaga
coal block, Goa coal block & Latchar coal block
(under development)

o West: Tubed coal block (operational) & Tubed west
(under development)

o East: Dense forest area, hilly terrain, and densely
populated habitations

o West: Tubed coal block (operational)

s A location map indicating surrounding coal blocks and
land-use features has been enclosed for ready reference.
Additionally, several coal blocks in the wider region are
at various stages of development, further constraining
availability of suitable land.

e In accordance with the provisions of the Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980 and applicable FC/EC
guidelines, an exhaustive assessment of alternatives was
undertaken to identify suitable non-forest land for external
OB dumping.

e The assessment conclusively establishes that no
contiguous non-forest land of the requisite:

o Areal extent,

o Load-bearing capacity,

o Suitable gradient and slope stability, and

o Hydrological compatibility
Hence the proposed temporary OB dumping management is
available within a technically feasible, economically viable, and
environmentally acceptable lead distance, without causing
additional ecological stress to nearby protected areas, Eco-
Sensitive Zones, and natural drainage systems.

e Utilisation of distant non-forest land would require long-
lead haulage through ecologically sensitive and
hydrologically active terrain, resulting in:

o Increased vehicular movement,

o Higher fuel consumption and emissions,

o Elevated safety risks, and

o Additional environmental footprint,
which would be counter-productive to the principles of
sustainable mining and environmental protection envisaged
under the FC and EC frameworks.

e In view of the above constraints, the proposed temporary
overbtfrden dumping -arrangement is site-specific,
unavoidable, and technically justified, with no viable
non-forest alternative available.

e The proposal strictly adheres to the principles of avoidance
minimisation, and mitigation, ensuring that: ’

o Forest land usc is restricted
minimum extent,
o Use is temporary and time-bound, and

o Complete reclamation and restoration is assured
as per the approved mining and reclamation plan

to the absolute

E;\ANuJ\Nltlsh\Banhardlh Coal Black, 515.32 Ms, PVUNL\Banhardih letter 515.32 ha..doc
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2 | Initially, mining is
proposed to
commence over an
area of 727.24 ha,
comprising  94.25
ha of forest land
and 632,99 ha of
non-forest land, for
a mining period of
30 years, as per the

approved  mining
plan. In this
context,

clarification is

required as to why
the instant proposal
cannot be re-cast by
limiting the forest
land proposed for
diversion to 94.25
ha only.

Fe—

?. Clarificatiop on DSS Analysis and Inviolate Status

éloniif?;ence to the observations of the Forest Advisory

obsemat] €e at SI. No. .XV (i) and (iv), and in line with the

o ons of the I'leglonal Office, MOEF&CC, it is submitted
aS per the Decision Support System (DSS) analysis, the

Proposed lease areq 0f 1467.42 ha is classified as under:

©  Moderately Dense Forest (MDF): 08 ha

©  Open Forest (OF): 91 ha

©  Non-Forest: 1348 ha

©  Water Bodies: 20 ha

. Accorqmgly, the entire proposed lease area of 1467.42 ha,

comprising the abgve forest cover classes, falls under the

“Not Inviolate” category as per DSS analysis.

. :I‘he proposal therefore does not involve diversion of

Inviolate forest areas, and is consistent with the DSS-based

. Screening framework adopted by MoEF & CC.

It is also evident to mention here that the proposal has been already

Tecommended by State Forest Dept and Regional MoEF &CC.,

Compliance submitted by User Ageﬂc)’\‘

As per th.e Approved Mining Plan, coal extraction is envisaged in

a Scmnﬂﬁgally Sequenced, phase-wise manner, aligned with

approved pit geometry, slope stability norms, and optimal resource

recovery principles.

*  Phase-I operations provide for extraction of approximately
250 Million Tonnes (MT) of coal, followed by Phase-II
operations envisaging extraction of an additional ~100 MT
of coal,

* The total mineable lease area is 1467.42 ha, of which
515.32 ha of forest land (comprising Notified Forest and
GMJJ/deemed forest land) forms an integral and
inseparable part of the approved mine geometry.

e The forest Iland proposed for diversion contains
approximately 110 MT of geologically proved mineable
coal reserves, as established through approved geological
exploration and incorporated in the Mining Plan.

*  During Phase-I mining, out of the envisaged 250 MT coal
production, approximately 60 MT of coal reserves are
located beneath the proposed forest land.

¢ During Phase-II mining, which envisages extraction of an
additional ~100 MT, approximately 80 MT of coal reserves
are also located beneath the same forest-bearing area,
planned for extraction in the later stage.

¢ In view of the approved mining methodology, pit design,
and extraction sequencing, Phase-II operations cannot be
operationalised without diversion of the forest land, and
the coal seams underlying the forest area cannot be
accessed independently or in isolation,

e The approved mining scheme does not permit sel.ective or
fragmented extraction, as exclusion of coal-bearing forest

patches would: '
o Disrupt the approved pit geometry and slope

stability, - o
o Compromise scientific mining principles,

Lead to unsafe working conditions, and

O .
Result in sub-optimal and uneconomic recovery of

@]

coal. ) .
In the absence of approval for diversion of the propose

515.32 ha forest land, approximately 160 MT of

i § ising ~60
logically proved mineable coal reserves (comprising
I%?"(I)‘ oigr:c Pgase—l and ~100 MT in Phase-II} would be

permanently locked and rendered inaccessible.

Earlier reply was submitteq
by the DFO on 28-02-2026
and 17-03-2026. Further an
undertaking  has  been
submitted by User Agency in
compliance of observation
made by MoEF&CC about
why the instant proposal
cannot be recast by limiting
the forest land proposed for
diversion to 94.25 ha. User
Agency in its reply has
submitted the detail of
required area for mining-OB
dump and other allied
activities. An extent of
307.20 ha of forest land is
proposed for diversion to be
brought under temporary OB
dump and claimed by the
user agency to be
mineralized zone that will be
taken up for mining in phase
2. However, observation of
in light raised by the MoEF,
this proposed forest area for
'temporary OB dump' may be
revised to 162,80 Ha (53% of
originally proposed). The
forest arca is required for
carrying out the mining, Ob
dump plus allied activities.

Further, as stated in

compliance no 1, the canopy

opening for temporary OB

dump should be permitted as

per necd in a staged manner

EN\ANUINiItish\Banhardih Coal Block. 515 32 M< PVIINIARanhardih lattar £15 32 ha..doc
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Compliance submitted by User Agency

The State Govt.

Such  non-extraction

would to

amount
° Its inclusion in the Approved Mining Plan,
Availability of Environmental Clearance, and

Allocation of the coal block for a strategic
generation project.

o}
o}

Exclusion or elimination of any coal-bearing forest

technically or operationally feasible, as it would:
o Render the sanctioned mining scheme unviable,
© Compromise optimum resource recovery, and

o Defeat the very purpose of scientific mine planni
and phased extraction.

from the entire lease area is essential to ensure:
o Optimal utilisation of coal resources,

o Prevention of permanent resource sterilisation, and

o Adherence to approved mining norms and safety

standards.

manner.

of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, as it:

o Minimises forest land requirement to the barest essential

extent,

o Prevents permanent loss of a critical national resource, and
Balances conservation objectives with strategic energy security

and public interest.

jrreversible
steri!isation of a nationally important mineral resource,
despite: .

power

patch
within the total mineable lease area of 1467.42 ha is not

Accordingly, complete and integrated extraction of coal

In view of the above, diversion of 515.32 ha of forest land is
unavoidable and essential for implementation ‘of :the
Approved Mining Plan in a phased, safe, and scientific

The proposal is fully aligned with the objectives and intent

Divisional Forest Officer.

ng

| land

shall submit details
of 94.82 ha of forest

for
Undisturbed/Mining
| Rights for under-
| ground (Q81€)]
mining. A
component wise
map, KML file,
subsidence

|

|
|
|

prediction report in
this regard may also
be submitted.

EAANUJNitis

h\Banhardih Coal Block, 515.32 Ms. PVUNL\Banhardih letter 515.32 ha..doc

for Underground (UG) Mining” has been delineated strictly in
accordance with the Approved Mining Plan, following the
component-wise land-use classification prescribed by the
Ministry of Coal.

The said categorisation is for land-use accounting and mining
rights protection only and shall not be construed as a proposal
for underground mining operations under the present project.

A total area of 219.68 ha, comprising 94.82 ha of forest land and

124.86 ha of non-forest land, has been identified under this
component after due consideration of:

Approved pit geometry

Statutory safety barriers

Batters and slope stability norms

Haul roads and mine infrastructure

Mandatory safety and qualifying limits

The identified arca does not constitute a single contignous forest
patch, but represents a cumulative and distributed land
requirement essential to maintain the approved mine layout,
safety buffers, and regulatory clearances.

The land under this category is not proposed for surface

disturbance, tree felling, or active mining operations, and is
retained only to:

e Safeguard mining rights over coal-bearing strata, and

e Ensure compliance with approved mine planning and safety

norms.

component would:

Any relinquishment, reduction, or exclusion of land under this
[ ]

Require revision of the Approved Mining Plan,

The area shown under the category “Undisturbed / Mining Rights

Reply submitted by the DFO
on 28-02-2026 and 17-03-
2026, is mentioned as under-
In component wise breakup
land use plan User Agency
has proposed for mining
underground mining over
forest and non-forest areca.
But, the User Agency in their
compliance stated that no

underground  mining

is
envisaged as  per the
approved mining plan
which is a contradictory.
Further, it is complied that
the land has been kept
undisturbed solely to

maintain the shape of pit
ge'ometry, prevent  slope
faflu_re and ensure overa]]
mining safety. As per Para-
T4 (iv) M of the
consolidated  guidelines of

mining operation and other

MOoEF&CC Gol 29.12.2023,

Comments of DFO, Latehar

o7,

B

after the verification by the
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Compliance submitted by User Agency

competent

 Nocessitatc fresh statutory approvals from the
authority, and . e
e Cause procedural delays and disruption of the appr

mining sequence. .
Such modification would compromise the technic
regulatory validity of the sanctioned mining scheme,
yielding any additional forest conservation benefit. .
Accordingly, the land earmarked under “Undisturbed _/ Mining
Rights for UG Mining” is site-specific, technically justlﬁed: a.nd
unavoidable, and forms an integral part of the Approved Mining
Plan.

Retention of this area is essential for ensuring the safe, scie
and regulation-compliant conduct of mining operations, fully
aligned with the objcctives of the Forest (Conservation) Act,
1980, while avoiding unnecessary re-planning or repeated diversion

proposals.

al integrity and
without

ntific,

activities shall be cartied o
as per the land use alloweg i
the approval under the
adhiniyam.

Comments ofDFO, La‘ehgt l

The State Govt. has
revised the CA sites
after the site
inspection has been
carried out by the
Regional office,
Ranchi of the
Ministry. Therefore,
the RO, Ranchi
shall carry out the
site inspection of
the newly proposed
CA sites and will
submit its
recommendation.

The User Agency shall coordinate with the Regional Office of
MoEF&CC, in consultation with the State Forest Department, for
field inspection / site visit of the revised Compensatory
Afforestation (CA) land for further recommendation.

Reply submitted by the DFO
on 28-02-2026 and 17-03-
2026, is mentioned as under -
Regional Office have carried
out site inspection on 24-02-
2026. During the site
inspection it is found that in
Mauza-Tasatbar afforestation

work has already been done
over an area of 10 hectare
through another scheme.
Therefore, revised KML file,
Cadastral Survey map, DGPS
Map, Toposheet map for
48.45 hectare of Mauza
Tasatbar is being attached
with revised cost estimate for
CA. l
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Latehar vide letter no.613 dated 17.02.2026 and MoEF&CC letter no.8-18/2024-FC dated 08.02.2026.
agenc
has y

Submission by User Agency _ DFO Comment
Essentiality and urgent requirement of the 515.32 Ha area for
. _ Proposed
diversion of 515.32

Earlier  reply
exclusive Mining in phases and interim OB dump within Coal Block
area.
ha of forest land,
out

was

submitted by the undersigned
i on 28-02-2026 and 17-03-2026.
. It 'S submitted that the proposed diversion of 515.32 ha is exclusively for | fyrther an  undertaking has
307 20 of é:_o.: mining purposes. Due to land constraints, mining operations are planned been submitted by User Agency
: ha IS | to be undertaken in phases. Phase-| covering 208.12 ha of forest land and : combliance of observation
earmarked for | Phase Il covering 307.20 ha of forest land. The proposed area is site- P
overburden
dumping.

. specific and technically unavoidable in view of the approved mine layout
Since | and sequencing.
overburden

dumping is a non-
site-specific

made by MoEF&CC about the
rationale behind the large
extent the forest land set aside
for use as temporary OB dump.
The user agency in its reply has
submitted an  undertaking
stating there is no non-forest
land available for dumping of

A total of approximately 1,173 million cubic metres of OB is proposed to be
managed systematically within the mining area. Upon creation of adequate
activity, the State | internal voids through progressive mining, the OB will be rehandled and
Government is | backfilled in a phased manner, followed by extraction of the underlying
required to re-cast | coal seams to sustain the coal requirement of the power plant During
and rationalize the | Phase | of mining, about 322.76 million cubic metres of OB will be placed as an

area proposed for interim measure. This material will subsequently be rehandled for backfilling of
overburden

overburden nearby the lease
: and th :
the voids created in the initial phase of mining. The remaining approximately Mw o M M.RM set mﬂam for
: The user 832.30 million cubic metres of OB is proposed to be accommodated through RoLany ump shall be
dumping. the u | continuous in-pit dumping.
agency .
consultation  with

the State

brought under mining in future.
The overburden (OB) dumping scheme has been designed to minimise
Govt. ecological impact by accommodating the OB within the coal block and the

shall explore the designated mineable area, thereby preventing disturbance to the natural
non-forest

land ecosystem o.EmE
nearby for such potential enviro

activity.

The 307.20 ha of forest
area earmarked for temporary
OB dump may be revised to
162.8 ha. Revised land use
map and undertaking submitted
by user agency is enclosed as
Annexure-I & 1II. This area
may be allowed to be utilized
in stages as per the necessity
and tree felling in this area also

e the mining lease area and significantly minimising

nmental impacts such as dust generation, increased fuel
onsumption, and vehicular emissions in the surrounding areas.

(o )

Considering the coal requirement of more than 12 MTPA for the power
ons

i interi i i d to be

i eration, the interim OB dumping area is planned to
plant aready ™ m-ma 10" Year from the commencement of mining
excavated wwom: urgent basis. This is essential to ensure uninterrupted
operations,
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S

coal supply to the plant in conformity wit
sustain the Plant requirement.

rence to environmental

All operations shall be undertaken with due adhe |
tion of garland drains,

safeguards, including benched dumping, construc
slope stabilisation, and progressive reclamation.

The proposed diversion of forest land of 515.32 Ha Is integral 6 the
approved mining methodology is an essential and nmnz.z_nm:w
unavoidable operational activity without any permanent sterilisation

of coal resources.

Non-Availability of alternate suitable Non-Forest Land for
Overburden Dumping

It is submitted that the coal block is geographically constrained and
inherently site-specific. The area is surrounded by existing operational
mines, coal blocks under development, and notified forest land, which
severely restricts the availability of suitable non-forest land for alternative
OB dumping or for rationalisation of the proposed dumping area.

The immediate land-use configuration around the coal block is as follows:
North: Aragundi and Rajbar coal blocks (under development)
South: Sikni coal block (operational); Jagaldaga, Goa, and Latehar

coal blocks (under development)
West: Tubed coal block (operational) and Tubed West coal block

(under development)
East: Dense forest area, hilly terrain, and densely populated

habitations

A location map (Annexure-A) showing the surrounding coal blocks and
land-use features has been enclosed for ready reference. In addition,
several other coal blocks in the broader region are at various stages of
development, further constraining the availability of suitable land. An

h the Approved Mining Plan to [to  be  done only, ..
necessary, after nm;mm..s
the Divisional Forest off;

iCey,

| exhaustive assessment of alternatives was undertaken to identify
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Submission b User Agenc

contiguous non-forest land for external OB a:Sv..:m.(M%MmWﬂ...%M:M
assessment conclusively establishes that no such _m:aﬁ_m .Ma e B
causing additional ecological stress t0 nearby Pprotec ,
Sensitive Zones, and natural drainage systems.

With reference to the observations of the Forest M@SWWNJMMQ_WEMMM
regarding DSS Analysis and Inviolate Status (Sl. No. A__,_\“ RERCe it Is
in line with the observations of the Regional Office, mmo reis. th
submitted that as per the Decision Support System cu__ ) Aanalysis, te
proposed mineable area of 1467.42 ha is classified as follows:

« Moderately Dense Forest (MDF): 08 ha

« Open Forest (OF): 91 ha

« Non-Forest Land: 1348 ha

« \Water Bodies: 20 ha

Accordingly, the entire proposed mineable area of 1467 .42 ha falls under
the “Not Inviolate” category as per DSS analysis.

It is also of critical importance to highlight that the Banhardih Coal Mining
Project was allocated on 25 06.2018 to meet the coal requirement of 3 x
800 MW units of PVUNL, thereby forming a vital component of regional
and national power security.

The Stage-| Forest Clearance application, submitted on 18.09.2021, has
been duly scrutinised, vetted, and recommended by all concerned
authorities, including the State Forest Department & region office MEOF

&CC. However, despite the lapse of nearly four years, the Stage-| Forest
Clearance is still awaited.

During the most recent review meeting of the Ministry of Coal held on
25.11.2025, a termination notice for the coal block has been issued, citing
inefficiency parameters directly attributable to the non-grant of Forest
Clearance rather than any deficiency on the part of the project proponent. |

DFO Comment

Continued delay poses an imminent risk of cancellation of the coal block,!

I
!
m.
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DFO mﬂ%

despite full compliance with all statutory and technical requirements.

Further, Environmental Clearance was accorded by MoEF&CC on
03.04.2025, valid up to 03.04.2026. In the mcmmqom of mﬁmo.m-_ Forest
Clearance, the project will be unable to operationalise Em m:SB:BmR.m_
Clearance, rendering it liable to lapse. Such an eventuality Eoc_a. amc_\m in
serious and irreversible regulatory and financial consequences, including
loss of statutory approvals, disruption of mining operations, and ma<.mam
impact on power generation infrastructure of strategic and national
importance.

In view of the above, early consideration and approval of the proposal is
critically required to prevent cascading regulatory invalidation, ensure
continuity of mining operations, and safeguard the intended utilisation of
the allocated coal block in the larger national interest.

Intially, mining is
proposed to
commence over an
area of 727.24 ha,
comprising  94.25
ha of forest land
and 632.99 ha of
non-forest land, for
a mining period of
30 years, as per
the approved
mining plan. In this
context,

clarification is
required as to why
the instant

proposal cannot be

As per the Approved Mining Plan, coal extraction has been designed in a
scientifically sequenced, phase-wise manner, in conformity with the
approved pit geometry, slope stability criteria, and principles of optimal
resource recovery. The proposed diversion of 515.32 ha of forest land is
exclusively for mining purposes. Owing to land constraints, mining
operations are planned to be undertaken in phases. Phase | covering
208.12 ha of forest land and Phase Il covering 307.20 ha of forest land.

The total mineable area of the project is 1467.42 ha, out of which 515.32
ha of forest land (comprising Notified Forest and GMJJ/deemed forest
land) constitutes an integral and inseparable component of the approved

mine geometry.

Phase | operations envisage extraction of approximately 250 million
tonnes (MT) of coal, whereas Phase Il operations provide for extraction of
an additional ~100 MT of coal. During Phase |, out of the planned 250 MT
production, around 60 MT of coal reserves lie beneath the proposed forest

Earlier reply was submitted by
the undersigned on 28-02-2026
and 17-03-2026. Further an
undertaking has been submitted
by User Agency in compliance

of observation made by
MoEF&CC about why the
instant proposal cannot be

recast by limiting the forest
land proposed for diversion to
94.25 ha. User Agency in its
reply has submitted the detail
of required area for mining-OB
dump and other allied
activities. An extent of 307.20
ha of forest land is proposed for

land. Similarly, during Phase |l, approximately 80 MT of coal reserves

diversion to be brought under

|

|
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ro-cast by limiling
tho  forost  land
proposcd for
diversion 10 94.25
hav only,

| Submisslon by User ARENSY = DFO Comment
underlying the same forost-bearing arod are Eo_comma to be extracted in | temporary OB dump  and
plantin operation. claimed by the user agency 1o

ordor o sustain the coal requirement of the o :
e mineralized zone that will be |

In line with the approved mining mathodology, pit design, and e.x:mﬁ_o: taken up for mining in phase 2.
soquonco, the substantial ovorburden  (OB) :,m:a__:m .S‘o_w_:oaoa_m However, —in  light  of
necoessitale carly commaencement of mining to ansure 2 gustainable supply observation  raised by  the _

{o the plant. Sustained operalions cannot be maintained without diversion | MoEF, this proposed forest arca

of the ontiro proposed forost land of 515.32 Ha, as the oomh_ seams | for *temporary OB dump” may
bheneath the foresl arca are integral to the approved mine plan an cannot | be revised to 162.80 Ha (53%

be mined independently of in isolation. .W_ originally proposed). ‘The
forest arca is required  for

me does not permit selective or | carrying out the mining, OB
fragmonled extraclion, as exclusion of coal-bearing 36& patches Eoc_a dump plus allied activitics.
disrupt the approved pit geometry and slope stability, Compromise | Further, as stated in compliance
scientific mining principles, Lead to unsafe working conditions, and result | no 1, the canopy opening for
in sub-oplimal and uneconomic recovery of coal. In the absence of | temporary OB dump should be
ﬂ_o_u-.o<ﬁ_ for divorsion of tho _u_.o_uomcn_ 515.32 ha forest land, ﬂc_.:._m:cp_ as per need in a
approximately 160 MT of moo_ommnm_:\ proved minecable coal reserves staged  manner  after  the
(comprising ~60 MT in Phase-l and ~80 MT in Phase-Il) would be | verification by the Divisional
pormanontly lockod and rendered inaccossiblo. Forest Officer.

Furlher, the approved mining sche

It is further submilted that the Approved Mining Plan serves as the
fundamental document for projecl execution. Various statutory clearances,
including Enpvironmental Clearance, NOC for nallah and canal diversion,
and NOC for groundwater ahstraction, have already been obtained based
on the existing Approved Mining Plan.

Any revision o the Approved Mining Plan would necessitate fresh
applicalions for all such statutory clearances, which have peen secured

over the past four years.

So, it is requested for exclusion or elimination of any coal-bearing forest
atch within the total mineable area of 1467.42 ha is not technicallyor| _—— L
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Submission by User Agency
operationally feasip|e.

Itis further submitteq that the present proposal for diversion of 515.32 Ha
of Forest land hag been revie

The State Govt.
shall submit details
of 9482 ha of
forest land for
Undisturbed/Mining
Rights for under-
ground (UG)
mining. A
component  wise
map, KML file,
subsidence

prediction report in
this regard may
also be submitted.

wed and positively recommended by chain of
officers and authoritjes including State Govt and Region office MOEF &CC.
It is submitted that

approved Mining P|

mining safety in accordance with stable techno-geometrical parameters.
The area categorizeq g “Undisturbed / Mining Rights for Underground
(UG) Mining” has been delineated strictly in line with the component-wise
land-use classification format prescribed in the Approved Mining Plan by
the Ministry of Coal.

Further, the above cate

. gorisation is for land-use accounting and mining
rights protection only and shall not be construed as a proposal for

underground Mining operations under the present project.
The area of 219.68 :m_oo

mprising 94.82 ha of forest land and 124.86 ha
of non-forest land, has been identified under this component after due

consideration of Approved pit geometry, Statutory safety barriers, Batters
and slope stability norms, Haul roads and mine infrastructure, Mandatory
safety and qualifying limits,

It is imperative to mention here that the
constitute a single contiguous forest patch
and| distributed land requirement essential to
layout, safety buffers, and regulatory clearanc
Any, relinquishment, reduction, or exclusion of land under this component
would require revision of the Approved Mining Plan, necessitate fresh
statutory approvals from the competent au

thority, and cause procedural
delays and disruption of the approved mining sequence.

identified area does not
but represents a cumulative

maintain the approved mine
es.

mcnm modification would compromise the technical

integrity and
regulatory validity of the sanctioned mining scheme. with
|

out yielding any

NO underground mining is envisaged as per the

b an. The area has been kept undisturbed solely to
maintain safe pit geometry, prevent slope failure, and ensure overall

Earlier reply was submitteq
the undersigned on 28-02-29
and 17-03-2026.

by
26

—_— ]
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additional forest conservation benefit.

>oooa.5@_<_ it is proposed for retentio

n of this area is essential for
ensuring the safe, scientific, and regulation

-compliant conduct of
mining operations.
The State Govt -

: The User Agency shall coordinate with th
has revised the CA

e Regional Office of MOEF&CC,
. in consultation with the State Forest Department, for field inspection / site
sites after the site | visit of the revised Compensatory Afforestation (CA)
Inspection has | recommendation.
been carried out by
the Regional office,
Ranchi of the
Ministry. Therefore,
the RO, Ranchi
shall carry out the
site inspection of
the newly
proposed CA sites
and will submit its
recommendation.

Farlier reply was mccaﬁwmm_oww
the ::gnqmmm:na on 28-
land for further | and 17-03-2026.

o:aa_v i@ﬁm@

_ WEm_E
93.a2.

2t

Grest Division.
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®

'3 Ya Seures forre Riftes

P
(‘:«TRA.T}J VIDYUT UTPADAN NIGAM LTD.
Subsidiary of NTPC in Joint Venture with JBVNL)

TdiTd / PATRATU

UNDERTAKING

PVUN
L hereby undertakes that no underground mining is envisaged under the

approved Mining Plan. Tot . o ha. It
; - al are on is 515.32 ha.
comprises of followings: a proposed for Forest Diversi

1. Undisturbed area for maintaining overall mine safety, as well as for ensuring

compliance with regulatory requirements for mining operations is 94.82 e
2. Forest land in excavation area is 94.25 ha.
3. Forest land in OB dump area is 307.2 ha.
4. Forest land in other ancillary areas in 19.05 ha.

(Subodh John Purti)

Sr. Manager -

Banhardih Coal Mine, PVUNL

Signatory Authority from Banhardih Coal Mine
SODH JCHNMN 2URTH

1ananar (CiviiCoal Mine)

| vigynT UTPADAM NIGAM LTD.

VIgYL
i loatartu 2 aithJBUNL)
garh-328112

=11
-
Sr. b
H

f TOAT

A2

Office: Patratu Vidyut Utpadan Nigam Limited, Patratu, P.O: PTPS Patraty

(Jharkhand) Tel. No. 06553-215001, Email: sjpurti@ntpc.co,in, CeOpatrqt:_)Stt- Ramggrh, Pin - 829119
Registered Office: NTPC Bhawan, Core-7, SCOPE Complex, 7, Mektlintic c-l l@ntpc,co.in,
110003 Ph.011-24360071. CIN No. U40300DL2015G0I286533 nal Area, Lodhi Road, New Delhi.
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PVUN

TR Iy Seure= frm fifics

F’*;':TRA_TU VIDYUT UTPADAN NIGAM LTD-
( subsidiary of NTPC in Joint Venture with JBVNL)

UeRTg / PATRATU

UNDERTAKING

. ' [

E‘;i |rlfanhardlh Coal Block is surrounded by other existing operational coal bIO'CIt(, Ct?la:a

avail t:1|n der de_v elopment, and notified forest land, which severely restricts
ability of suitable non-forest land for alternative OB dumping-

The immediate land-use configuration around the coal block is as follows:

(under development)

development)

PVUNL hereby undertakes that no suitable non

of the project area for OB dumping.

(Subodh John Purti)

Sr. Manager

Banhardih Coal Mine, PVUNL

Signatory Authority from Banhardih Coal Mine

UB OO JOHN PURT
yeaar (CeailfCeal Mine)

PAT Ly AYUT UTPADAM NIGAR LTO.

(AS. ry st NTPC Lid.inJaint Jenturz with JBUNLY

Pairatu, Dist.-Remgarh-829119

East: Dense forest area and hilly terrain.

North: Aragundi and Rajbar coal blocks (under development)

South: Sikni coal block (operational); Jagaldaga, Go2: and Latehar coal blocks

West: Tubed coal block (operational) and Tubed West coal block (under

forest land is available in the vicinity

Office: Patr atu VldYUt Utpada“ ngalll L|lll.tedl F atr atu, f -o. F IFS F atl atu DIS", Ral" rh P -8 91 |9
H ga in 2
3

(Jharkhand) Tel. No. 06553-215001, Email: sjpurti

i > > sjpurti@n i

Registered Office: NTPC Bhawan, Core-7, SCOPE (?o PEeD:n, SODAL
4140003 Ph. 011-24360071. CIN No. U40300DL201 SGn(])[:;eSKéS_IE’l(lins

L atu@ntpc.co.in,
itutional Area, Lodhi Road, New Delhi-



