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GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
ENVIRONMENT AND FOREST DEPARTMENT
DISPUR, GUWAHATI-6
_ )
ECF No.205095/169 Dated Dispur, the 24 October, 2022
\,'Ft/ : The Inspector General of Forest (Central),

Government of India, Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change,

Integrated Regional Office, 4™ Floor, Housefed Building,

G.S Road, Rukminigaon, Guwahati-781022
Sub Up gradation of Bilasipura-Chapar-Tulungia-Jogighopa-Gendera-Paikan-

Dudhnoi-Guwahati Road (Length 225.000 km) for Goalpara district, in the State

of Assam
Ref Govt. of India letter F. No. 3 AS C/100/2022/GHY/2863-2864 dtd. 04.08.2022.
Sir,

In inviting a reference to your letter on the subject cited above, I am directed to
furnish herewith the following additional information/documents as sought vide letter under
reference for favour of your kind information and necessary action:-

Govt. of India letter F.No
3AS
C/100/2022/GHY/2863-
2864
dated 04.08.2022

Information Provided

Condition No.(1)

The User Agency (NHIDCL) vide their letter No. PMU-
BNGN/Forest/53/2022/1947 dated 7.10.2022 (Copy enclosed) has stated
that as per Point no 4 & 5 of Clause 2.1 (Page 10) of IRC: SP: 93-2017:
“Guidelines on requirements for Environment Clearance of Road Project”
Environment Clearance is not required in the following Cases,

(1) National Highway widening project of upto 100 KM length

And
(i) National Highway widening projects of more than 100 KM length
involving additional right of way or land acquisition upto 40m (at any place)
on existing alignment and 60m (at any place) on re-alignments or bypasses.

The instant length considered for up-gradation of NH-17 (Bilasipara to
Guwahati) from Pancharatna to Dhupdhara is 68.20 KM under Pkg 6,7 & 8
which is less than 100 KM.

In total length of 225 KM (Bilasipara to Guwahati), the additional Land
Acquisition is (i) less than 40m on existing and (ii) less than 60m on bypass.
The road is not a new National Highway or a Green Field Project.

Also, the Road doesn’t pass through any Eco-Sensitive Zone, Notified
National Park or Wildlife Zone.

Contd./-
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/60581/2022 :

Conaition No.(ii) The User Agency (NHIDCL) vide their letter No. PMU-
BNGN/Forest/53/2022/1947 dated 7.10.2022 (Copy enclosed) has stated
that as per the letter of PWD (NH) (copy enclosed) the road section from
Pancharatna to Dhupdhara existed prior to 1956, having an ROW of 12m and
accordingly it is submitted that the date of completion of the road is prior to
1956.

Yours faithfully,

Enclo: As stated above. :
Signed by Indreswvar

Kalita
Date: 26-10-2022 15:22:15

(I. Kalita, ACS)

Addl. Secretary to the Govt. of Assam
Environment and Forest Department

Memo ECF No.205095/169-A Dated Dispur, the %'%ctober, 2022
Copy to:
The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests & HoFF, Assam, Panjabari, Guwahati-37.

(ESIGNED)

Addl. Secretary to the Govt. of Assam
Environment and Forest Department
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Nation"'.‘lighways & Infrastructure Development Corporation Ltd.
(Ministry of Road Transport & Highways, Government of India)
PMU-BONGAIGAON .

Chapaguri Road, Pars Point 4"" Floor, Near PNB Bank

Bongaigaon Assam- 783380

"

- AUGOVT. OFINDIA UNDERTAKING

PMU-BNGN/Forest/S3/2022/ [ § L 7. Date: 07.10.2022
=3 g ;Z ’9 “:“\ ) i
{ %}:{%é’ﬁf 0 wst}r Officer (T)
Goalpara Division,
Goalpara, Assam

e

Sub: Forest diversion proposal for 27.054 Ha offorest land for Up-gradation of National Highway from
Pancharatna to Dhupdharain RF/PRFs under Goalpara Division in favour of NHIDCL. - Reg.

Ref: (i) MoEF Letter No. = ASC/00/2022-Ghy/2863-2864dated 04.08.2022.
(i) PWD(NH)Assam Letter No. - NHR.125/2003/Pv/157 dated 06.10.2022.
(iii) DFO Goalpara letter no — B/GLP/DFO (T)/FC Act/NH/4964 dated 12.08.2022

Sir.

1. Please refer to your letter dated 12.08.2022 cited at ref.(iii) vide which a letter received from Chief
Conservator of Forests & Nodal Officer (FC Ac), Assam, O/o Principal Chief Conservator of Forest &
Head of Forest Force, Panjabari, Guwahati was forwarded to this office with a request to furnish the
information / documents as per Inspector general of Forests (C), MoEF & Climate Change, Guwahati
letter point 1 and 2.

2. The details as sought by Inspector general of Forests (C), MoEF & Climate Change, Guwabhati is
tabulated below:-

1

in ; ; : t
P(r)xo : Clarification Requested Information

a. Pointno 4 & S of Clause 2.1 (Page 10 ) of IRC: |
SP: 93-2017: ‘Guidelines on requirements for
Environment clearance of Road Projects’ states
with clarity that, Environment clearance is not
required in the following cases,

() Nutivnul Highway widening projects of

upto 100 km length
1he current status of the environment And
clearance of this instant proposal as the (i) National Highway widening projects of
| lcngth f)f the PYOPOSFF‘ road B 225 Km more than 100 km length involving
which ll'l‘~f'01‘f_"$<_j additional right of way additional right of way or land acquisition
as per the Ministry letter 8.02559%(E) upto 40m (al any place) on existing alignment
dated 22.08.2013. and 60 m (at any place) on re-alignmenis or
bypasses.

b. The instant length considered for upradation of
NH-17 (Bilasipara to Guwahati) from |
Pancharatna to Dhupdhara is 68.20 Km under |
Pkg 6, 7 & 8 which is less than 100 km.

Head Office: - 3 o Floor, PTI Building 4- Parliament Street, New Delhi-110001
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length of 225 Km (Bilasipura 10 \
al Land Acquisition is |
sting and (i) less than \

!

c. In total
Guwahati), the addition
(i) less than 40m on exi

60m on bypass.

d. The road is not a new National Highway or a \

Green Field Project. |
e. Also, the Road doesn’t pass through any Eco- \

Sensitive Zone, Notified National park or Wild
Life Zone.
=d 06.10.2022 attached

Letter of PWD (NH) dat
wherein it has been stated that the road section |

from Pancharatna 10 Dhupdhara existed prior 0
1956, having an ROW of 12 m and accordingly itis ‘
submitted that the date of completion of the road is |

forto 1956,

of completion of work
of existing road with 12 m ROW to be
provided in order to avoid court cas¢
and other complicacy in future

RIS

The actual date

3. In view of the above, it 13 kindly requested 10 reply to the MoEF observations from your end for early
disposal of the matter.

4. Anearly action in this regard is highly requested.

Yours Faithfully.

"
(Ajay Kumpar Cl{ikhalc)

General | Manager )
PMU Bongaigaon. NHIDCI

et, New Delhi—llOQOl

R Head Office: - 3 Floor, PTI Building 4- parliament Stré




IRC:SP:93-2017

Forests (MoEFCC) on the recommendations of an Expert'prpraisal Committee (EAC)
constituted by the Central Government;

All Highway projects included as Category ‘B'in the above Schedule which fulfill the General
Conditions (GC) stipulated in the Schedule, require prior environmental clearance from the
State/Union territory Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA). The SEIAA bases
its decision on the recommendations of a State or Union territory level Expert Appraisal
Committee (SEAC). In the absence of a duly constituted SEIAA or SEAC, a Category ‘B’
project shall be treated as a Category ‘A’ project.

For the sake of clarity, Environment Clearance is not required in following cases:

i F Road development projects other than State Highways and National Highways
2 State Highway widening projects located below an altitude of 1000m AMSL
3 State Highway widening projects not located in an ecologically sensitive area
4. National Highway widening projects of upto 100 km length

5 National Highway widening projects of more than 100 km length involving

additional right of way or land acquisition upto 40m (at any place) on existing
alignment and 60 m (at any place) on re-alignments or bypasses.

“New National Highways”, though not defined anywhere, is understood to mean
Greenfield projects

2.2 Procedure for Environment Clearance

Since April 2014, MoEFCC has developed a single window web portal for all Environmental
clearances. The portal is known as, ‘Online Submission & Monitoring of Environmental,
Forest and Wildlife Clearances (OSMEFWC). The project authorities need to register on the
Portal. After successful registration, the application for seeking Terms of Reference (TOR) for
conducting the Environment Impact Assessment for the Project, or for seeking Environment
Clearance (EC) may be uploaded online. The step-wise process for uploading the applications
is provided on the Portal.

Along with the online submission, the Project Authorities are also required to submit hard
copies of the applications and other documents. The Procedure for submission of application
for abtaining prior Environment Clearance for Highway Projects is defined below:

The project proponent submits application [to MoEF&CC for category A projects and to the
SEIAA for category B projects] in prescribed Form 1 (Annexure 1) including proposed Terms
of Reference for carrying out EIA along with Feasibility Report before commencing any
construction activity or preparation of land at site by the applicant.

The Process can best be divided into four stages:

. Screening [ Only For Category B Projects]

10



GOVT. OF ASSAM
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER, P.W.D., NH WORKS, ASSAM
CHANDMARI, GUWAHATI-781003

?\‘o.NIIR.EES-’EUIJS:’PLI6P Dud. Guwahati, the 6"  October . 2022

lo,
\/ﬁ)(iM(P]. Regional Office NHIDCL.

Agnishanti Business Park,
Opposite AGP Office.iNB Road yAmbari, Guwahati-78100]

Subject: Details regarding construction of Panchratna-Dhupdhara section of NH-17 having 12m
RoW

Ref: Your letter no.: RO-NE/P&IL/22/10411 dated 18.08.2022 addressed to the Special Commissioner
and Special Secrctary, PW (Building & NH) Department, Dispur, Guwahati-6

Sir.

Inviting reference 1o NHIDCL letrer dated 18.08.2022 addressed to Govt..I have the honour to
inform you that the road originating in Goalpara and continuing upto Saikhoaghat was declared as
National Highway no. NH-37 through “The Nalional Highways Act”. cnacted on 11.09.1956 (Copy
Enclosed). Prior 10 this. the road was an important connectivity corridor in the State of Assam. The
section of this National Hi ghway from Panchratna to Dhupdhara falls in the Goalpara District.

2. This road(NH-37) connects the important towns and cities on the South Bank of River
Brahmaputra. At the time of declaration of NH-37 in 1956, there was no connectivity across River
Brahmaputra for communication from places of South bank like GoaIparaf'Pancharama/Dhupdhara to
Places of North Bank like Jogighopa North Saimara. The Road alignment connecting North Salmara (on
the North Bank) & Goalpara (on the South Bank) was declared as National Highway-31B vide Gazette of
India Notification SO 513, dated 12.02.1963.(Copy Enclosed)

3. It may be thus be appreciated that the road section from Pancharatna o Dhupdhara existed prior
to 1956, having an ROW of 12m and accordingly it is submitted that the date of completion of the road is

Yours Faithfully,
("'::‘i: ! e
:-.f-r/f\*ﬁL £lislne,

wnu'ct' Eng_iﬁécr.vPW'l) (NH Works), Assan
Chandmari, Guwahati-3
Memo ND.NHR.I25/2003/PL"}§)—A Dtd. Guwahati, the 6" October |, 2022

prior to 1956,

Enclo: as stated

Copy to:
!) The Special  Commissioner ang Spl. Secretary 10 the Govi. of Assam, PW (Building & NH)
Department, Dispur, Guwahati-6 for favour of kind information ,! /.-

Chief Engineer, PWD (NH Works). Assam
Chandmari, Guwahat;-3
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THE NATIONAL HIGHWAYS ACT 1956
Mo 48 of 1956
Dateed the 111h September, 1956

An Act to provide [or the declaration ol cenain highways © be national
highways and for maticrs connected therewith
Be it eancted by Parlinment in the Seventh Year of the Republic of India as
follows :—

. (1} This act may be called the National Highways Act, 19356

Shoi tithe, ealen!
sand commencement.

(2) Itextends to the whole of India
(3) Jtshall come into force on such date as the Central Govertment may,
by notification in the Official Gaozette, appoint

{1y Each of the Highways specified in the Scheduls {except such parts,
thereof a8 are situated within any municipal area) is liereby declared
to be a national highway.

(2) The Central Government may, by notification io the Official Ciazette,
declare any other highway 1 be a pational highway and on the
publication af such notification such hiphway shall be deemed 1o be
specified in the Schedule

(3) The Central Governroent may, by tike notdicauon, omit any highway
from the Schedule and an the publication of such notification the
highways so omitted shall cease to be a national highway.

In this AcL “municipal area” means with a population of twenly thousand
or more the control or management of which is entrusted 10 2 municipal
commiliec, a lown area commiifice, & tOwn commilice Qf any other
authority

All national highways shall vest in the Union, and for the purposes of this
Act "Highways” include :—

(i)  all lands appurenant thereto whetber demarcated or not,

(i) 2! bridges, culverts, tunnels, causeways, carriageways and other
struclures constructed on or acmss such highways, and

{iii) all fences, trees posts and boundary (urlong and mile stonies of
such highways or any Jand appurtenant to such highways

It shall he the responsibility of the Central Government to develop and
maintain in proper repair all national highways; but the Central Govein-
ment may, by notification in the Official Gazette, direct that any function
in relation to the development or maintenance of any national highway
shall. subject to such conditions, if any, as may be specificd 1n the ooufica-
tion, also be exercisable by the Gavernmient or the State within which the
national highway is situated or by any officer of authonty subordinate to
the Centrzl Government or to the State Government

The Central Goverment may give directions to the Government ol any
State as 1o the carrying out in the State of any of the provisions of this Act
or of any rule, notification or order made thereunder.

(1) The Central Government may, by natification in the Official Gazette
levy fees at such rates as may be laid down by rules made in this
bchfall' for services or benefits rendered in relation 1o the use of
ferries, temporary bridges and luanels on national highways.

(@) Such fees when so levied shall be collected in accordance with the
rules made under this Act.

Declaratinn of ccrlato
lighanyy o be navonal
highwiys

Mational Highways 10 vest
ja the Union

Responsibnlity for
development and
maintenance of national
highways

Power (o sssue direchons

Fees for services ot
benefits rendeied on
national highways
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() Any fze leviable immediately before the commencement of this Act
far services or beaefits rendered in relation to the use of ferries, tem-
porary bridges and tunnels on any highway specified 1n the schedule
shall continue 10 be leviable yeder this Act unless and unlil it w

altered in exercise of the pows: conferred by sub-secuon (1)

Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act the Centrai Government
may enter into an agreement with the Governmen! of any State or wilh any
authority cntrusted with the control or management of any municipal area
in relation to the development or maintenance of the whole or any pan of
a nationa! highway situated within ihe State or. as the case may be, in rela-
tion tc the development or maintenance of any such part of a highway
simated within a municipal area as 15 referred o in sub-section (1) of sec-
tion 2 and any such agreemen! may provide for the shanng of expenditure
by the respective parties thereto.

Agitenents with
State Governinenis or
municipaliiirs

9 (1) The Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette. Poverr 1o make iules
make rules for corrying out the purposes of this Act
(2) In particular and without picjudice to the generality of the [oregoiug
power, such rules may provide for all or any of the (ollowing mailers,
namely .—
¢a)  the mannet in which, and the conditiows subject lo which. any function io rela-
—— (ion To~The development or raimlenaoce of a national highwsy or any pant
(hereof may be exercised by the State Government or any officer or suthority
subocdinate to the Central Government or the Siste Govemmant,
(M the rates Al which fees for services rendercd 1n rclation 16 the use of ferrics. tem-
porary bridges and tunncls on any national highway may be levied and the
mannet in whieh such fees shall be collected.
{c) the periodical inspection of nations) highways and (be submission of inspection
ceports to the Central Governmeat.
(d}  the reports on works carricd out op nationa) highwaya:
{¢)  any other maner for which provision should be made under this Act
10. All uotifications or agreements issued of entesed into under this Act shall Laying of notifications.
be laid before both Houses of Parliament as soon as may be after they arc rules, et before
issued or entered into and all miles made under section 9 shall be laid for Parliament
not less than thirty days before both Houses of Parliament as soon as may
be after they sre made, and shall be subject 1o spch madifications as
Parliaient may make during the session in which they are so laid or the
session immediately following
THE SCHEDULE
(Sce section 2)
NATIONAL HIGHWAYS
s Netionai = . Descripion of Nnitanal Highwary
Na  Highway
Ne
1 | The highway connecting Delhi. Ambala. Juflundur and Amntar and proceeding to the bardar belween Indix «nd
Pakistan.
z 1A The highway connecting Jullundur, Madhoput. Jammu, Banihal Srinager. Baramels and un.
1 H The highway connecting Delhi, Mathurn. Agrs. Xanpur, Allshadad. Bonuras, Mohante Barhi and Calcuita
4 3 The highway connecting Agra Gwslior. Shivpuri, Indore. Dhulis Nusik Thans «nd Bombay.
5 4 The highway siacting from its junction near Thana with the highway specified in seriul No. 4 and cannedting
Poona. Belgaom, Habli. Bungalote. Ranipet and Mudcas.
& 5 The highway stanting from its junciion near Baharugora with the highway specified in serial No. 7 and connectiag
Cuitack, Bhubaweshwar, Visukhapatnam. Vijayswads and Mudnis
1 4 The highwsy saning from its juncon near Dhulia with the hiphway specified in serial No, 4 und connecting

Nagpor, Raipue, Sambalpar, Baharagors and Calcutta
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The highway starting from i juncites near Benares witt ihe lughway cpectfied o e L E
Manpawan. Hews labalpur Lakknadon Nagpur Hyrleratind Kuranal Ravgeios fonahnoagn Salon Fhndign

Stadurar sad Capr CoeMrin

J connerUng

The hgghway connecting Deihy Japer Apner lul.vpn',Al-.mu.!.m_-d BEarods sni! Dot g
Fhe highway conneciing Ahmecabal Limbdi, Morvt and Randin

The inghway startiog fiom it juncton near Bamanbore with the mghway sweaified wwerrnd Mo 0 and coies
g Rajkod and Porbandut

The highwiv carnecting Poona Sholipur Hyderabad and Vijavawadic

The highwiy conaecting elht and Fazitkn and pracceding 1o the bordir betagan Inbiz wnd

The highway coanecting Ambali, Kaika, Simlic Niskanda Ramput and Chint ans prosseding @ the randes e
ween India anc Tiber near Shapkila

The highway connecung Delhe Baredly and Lucknow
The highway conneciing Luchnow Kuinpul Jhanst aad Svpun

The highway conaectng Ihanti ane Ladhgaton

The niphway Junneciing Abatia sad witl (b highway specifisd o Henal Mo Ty LY BRrRrpaees

Mo 25 snd cunnediing

Uive mghway starmng Do o8 juiction ncar Baraung win the Mghway speoified o yrogl
Muzallarpue Prpra Gorskhpar and T vcknos

The highsway staring fram s juncion pear Dipra with e highway specifieo o seren N B and connsciing
Sagau!’ @@ Raxuul und procesding 10 the barder between [ndia urd Nepe!

The bighway connecting Goravxhpur, Ghazipur and Banaras

The highway stagiiag [tom 18 junction near Motiania with (he Rignway spectfies an wetia Mo ) and conagsing
pliway X BRwWaY S

Putaa and Bakhtiywipuar.

The tighway starting from i juncton near Barhi with the highwuy speabed insenat Moo 8 and counecting
Bakhnvarpur Mohameh, Pumea Oalkhols Silipun. Sivok and Coach Behar and proceeding 1o i juneion wath
the hignway specified in sarfal No 28 near Coalpers

The highway connecting Sivol and Ganplo

The highway starting f1om 114 juncsion ncar Barks with ‘he highway specified 1 senat No Fand connecung
Runcti and Tatanagar and procesding 10 s juncuon wuh the ighiway speaified insenies Noo 7 s Babaragare

“The highway startiug from its juncuon acar Delkhalp with the highway specified in seiiar No 23 and connesung
Berhumpore. Raruswi 2nd Colcutta

The highway connecting Barasat and Banguon aud procreding 10 the border Desween fides and Pakastan

The highway sturting froni its juncriog nicas Gonlpara with the Righway tpecified In séria Ne. 23 and connecting
Gauhati. Jorabat Kamargaon, Mukum und Salkhoaghat

The highway conaccing Makum. Ledo und Lekhapan:
The highway cannecting Kamargaon Imphal, and Palcl and procecding ta ihe border Indiz and Hurma

The highway conneciing Jorabat and Shilieng and proceeding to the Lorde betwern lucha and 'akistan near
Nawki

The highway starting from i1s junction near Sumbatpur with the highway tpecified v senal N 7 and procerding
via Angul 16 s anchon with the highway specified 1o seaal No 6 near Cunack

Ihe highway connccting Reipur and Vizianapazam and peoceeding to 1 function wuh the hughwey specidicd in
serial No & Vizisoagaram

The highway connecting Madras. Tiruchirapalh end Dindigal
The highway ¢onnecling Knshnagin and Remipet.
The highway cannecting Salem Coimbstare Trchur. Enakulam, Tevandrum aod Cape Comorin

The highway stariing from ils Junction neys Trichur with the highways specified in serid No. 36 wnd conoecting
with the West Coast foud neur Chalissen

The highway connecting Madurai and Dhanushkoedi.

The highway conneeling Nasik with the highway specificd 1n senal No. § near Poana




. P I"

)

) 1) vy th )

)

L, PL-12(11)/58 Dated the 4th May. 1960

NOTIFICATION
S RO. 1199 In exerasc ol the powers conferred by sub-section (2) of section 2 of the National
Highways AcL 1956 (48 of 1956). the Central Government hereby declares the highwasy specified in the
table below to be national highways®
The said highways now declared 1o be national highways shall be deemed 10 be specified in the
Schedule 1o the National Highways Act. 1956, with the Serial Number and Natoanl Highway Number
indicated in the table.

TABLE
_,.__—4-——-__"_—_'_.————_—__"—7——— — e —— ————— e —————— ————— _A__._———-—’__.———r__‘_—-—‘ R
Natignal

St Highway Descripiicon of nanonal highways

No No

S s e (ST i e ——— T

13JA 1 [he highway sunaccting Agra. Jampur and Brkanut

138 12 The highway conneching Jahalpur. Bhopal wnd Bisola

13C 13 The highway connecling Sholapur und Chutradurga

,__.__-.—___,_____.__-.-—____4,..___,_‘__,__..__— - e ———

____._.—..H_,_,__________r___,___,__J,___ o .
113.5
Dated the 12th Februrary. 1963
NOTIFICATION

In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (2) of section 2 of the National Highways Act. 1936
(48 of 1956) the Central Government hereby declares the highways starting from North Salamara on the
Nauonal Highway No. 31 and proceeding generally vid Nalbari. Charali and Amingaon 10 Pandu on the
National Highway No. 37 tobe 3 National Highway.

The said highway, now declared to be a National Highway shall be deemed o be specified 0 the
Schedule to the National Highways Act at sedal No. 23 as extension of National Highway No 11 which
shall now be described as under:

- s ———
— - — — =

e o Nl Foghe

.__n————'—'._' -

S No inthe NH. Descniphion of National Highway

Schedule o No

the N.H

Act 1956

ot — e
23 3 The Highway staring [rom ils junchon near Barhi with the highway specified in Senal No 3 and cofv

necting Bakhuarpur. Mokameh, Purned. Dalkhola. Siliguri. Sivok L poch-Behar. North Salmara and
proceeding generally via Naibar. Chazali and Amingaon 10 ity junction with the highway specified 10

Seriul No 2

% near Pandu.

— RS

Consequently, the secion of the National Highway starting from ncar Nogh Salmara {0 its junction

with National Highway No. 37 near Goalpara and forming part of National Highway No. 31 at present
shall hereafter be deemed 1o be specified in the Schedule to the National Highways Act after serial No 24

as National Highway No. 31 B, which shall now be described s under

e —

S No. in N.H. No. Description af National Highway-
the Schedule
to the N.H.
Act 1956 )
29AA \/,".ﬂB The highway starting from necar North Satmara (o s juncles with Natonal Highway No. 37 near
Goalpara
- —— — _’_’/—-—————/
e e e ::'___;_'Z:_—.._, e 2
R
No. PL-10 (4)/63 Dated the 181h December. 1967

NOTIFICATION
In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (2) of section 2 of the National Highways Act 1956




