


FP/MH/ROAD/34047/2018: 

Sub: Diversion of 383.8535 Ha of forest land for construction of Nagpur-Mumbai Expressway 

(Package-V) from Taranganpada, Igatpuri Taluka, Nashik District to Amane, Bhiwandi Taluka in 

Thane District of 78 km in the State of Maharashtra. 

Point wise reply to the queries raised by RO (WCZ) - MoEF, Nagpur vide Letter F. No. FC-III/MH-

35/2018-NGP/4724 dt. 01.01.2019 is as under: 

Sr. 

No. 
Queries raised Compliance comments 

i. Deputy Conservator of Forests, West 

Nashik Division has mentioned that 

tunnel of length 3.375 Km is passing 

through the Division for which 39.177 ha 

of Forest land is being diverted. 

Therefore, area calculation statement 

submitted, may be revisited by the State 

Government and detailed area calculation 

statement in terms of Length x Breadth 

and Curvature may be calculated and the 

same shall be submitted by the State 

Government. 

The area of 39.177 Ha, running over a length 

3.375 km, pertain to only 1 tunnel of project in 

West Nashik Division. However, there are, in 

all, 5 tunnels planned in this Package of 

NMEW, apparently located in both districts 

namely, Nashik and Thane. We believe that 

revised approach to work out forest area for 

tunnel portion will apparently apply to 

remaining 4 tunnels, which are not mentioned 

in the observations of REC.  

Thus, after revisiting the forest area of all 5 

such tunnels,  in light of revised guidelines, for 

considering forest clearance for tunnel portion 

(by adding curvature as an additional 

parameter)  the forest area of tunnels increases 

by (for tunnel portion) by 1.7612 Ha. Adding 

this factor to total applied forest area in forest 

diversion proposal, the revised figure comes to 

385.6147 Ha, instead of 383.853 ha. 

Therefore, diversion of forest land for the 

project may be sanctioned for 383.853 Ha, with 

an added stipulation that NPV be charged on 

cumulative total of 385.6147 Ha.   

We hereby submit an enclosed (Annexure-I) 

undertaking to the effect that we shall pay NPV 

of the forest land against cumulative total of 

385.6147 Ha.  

The modalities adopted for calculating 

corresponding area figures will be explained to 

the Committee by our team during hearing 

before REC. 



Sr. 

No. 
Queries raised Compliance comments 

ii. Maps viz. 10 Km radius map showing 

protected areas and protected area 

Distance Map is not submitted. 

10 km radius Map of Tansa WLS and Kalsubai 

Harishchandragad WLS duly certified by 

concerned DCFs has been submitted with the 

proposal. Please refer Section VI, Pg. No. VI 

/181 A and VI/183 A of the proposal. However 

additional copies of the same are submitted for 

ready reference as Annexure-II. 

iii. 

Certificate, from the DFO/DCF 

concerned, regarding location of the area 

outside/within 10 Km of distance from 

the boundary of protected areas is not 

submitted. 

10 km radius Maps of Tansa WLS and Kalsubai 

Harishchandragad WLS duly certified by 

respective DCFs has been submitted. Kindly see 

Annexure-II as referred under Pt.(ii) above. 

This document clearly depicts the project area 

falling outside/within the boundary of these 

protected areas. The required Certificates from 

concerned offices are attached as Annexure-III. 

iv. Details of facts as contained in the Part- II 

of the proposal viz. Topography of the 

area, Geology and Slope to erosion are 

not mentioned. 

Details of facts relating to Topography of the 

area, Geology and Slope to erosion are given as 

under :-  

Topography: 

Nashik District: Topography of Nashik district 

is conspicuous by the presence of the Sahyadri 

hills and their offshoots, which forms the main 

hill system of the district running from north to 

south. Offshoots of this hill system stretch out 

to the eastern parts of the district at various 

places. Kalsubai is the highest peak (1650.49 

m) in the district. There are many isolated 

irregularly shaped hills, most which are flat 

topped supporting stunted tree growth as under 

lying sheet rock at the top of these hills is 

covered by barely an inch of soil. 

Thane District: Thane district has the Sahyadri 

hill ranges on the eastern region running north-

south with lateral offshoots at many places. The 

height of the hills decrease gradually towards 

west. Mountain ranges spread unevenly in the 

central region of the district also. Central and 

western parts of the district are covered by vast 



Sr. 

No. 
Queries raised Compliance comments 

plains. 

The proposed road alignment follows partly 

plain, partly rolling and partly hilly topography. 

Some of these stretches where the alignment 

passes through plain lands are at high elevation. 

Geology: 

Nashik District: Deccan traps comprising of 

pahoehoe and Aa lava flows of basaltic 

composition of Late cretaceous to palaeogene 

age (68 to 62) occupy the entire area of the 

district. Thin beds of volcanic tuffs are found 

between the flows along the contacts at few 

places. The entire lava pile have been classified 

into three formations viz. Salher formation, 

Lower Ratangarh Formation and Upper 

Ratangarh Formation in the ascending order of 

megacryst flows M1 & M2 developed on the 

top of Salher and Lower Ratangarh Formations 

respectively. 

Thane District: There are three types of 

geological formations: Sub-Recent-Recent 

(Soil), Pliestocene-Recent (Laterite) and Upper 

Cretaceous – Eocene (Deccan trap). The upper 

cretaceous – Eocene and the pliestocene-recent 

formations are rocks and the sub-recent-recent 

formation is a resultant soil layer obtained on 

dis-integration of rocks. 

Upper-Cretaceous Eocene: The deccan trap 

covers almost the entire district and consists of 

usual horizontal layers of basaltic lava. The 

rocks are generally grey to green in colour. The 

non-vesicular forms are hard, tough, compact 

and medium to fine grained, breaking with a 

concoidal fracture. The vesicles are filled with 

various minerals such as quartz, amethyst, 

calcite, agate, zeolite and jasper. 

Pliestocene-Recent: Laterite is a compact and 

vesicular rock essentially composed of hydrated 



Sr. 

No. 
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oxides of aluminium and iron with small 

amounts of oxides of manganese and titanium. 

Generally, it is reddish brown in colour and 

found at many places; particularly on the crest 

of hills where it forms capping over the deccan 

trap.  

Soil Erosion: 

Nashik District: About 83%of the forest area is 

subjected to mild soil erosion. The rest 17 % 

forest areas suffer from moderate soil erosion. 

However, no forest area has heavy soi1 erosion. 

The moderate soil erosion is confined mostly to 

central and eastern part of the district where 

there is poor vegetation or open forest. The 

western part has mostly good forest cover and 

mild soil erosion.  

Thane District: Almost all forest areas of Thane 

district are subjected to mild soil erosion. As 

such no heavy soil erosion has been not noticed 

in any part of the district 

v. Original certificate ensuring importance 

of Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional 

Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest 

Rights) Act, 2006, in prescribed format as 

per Govt. of India guidelines issued vide 

letter no. 11-9/98 FC (pt) dated 5thJuly, 

2013 for linear projects is not submitted. 

The same has to be submitted along with 

English translated copies documentary 

evidences in the form of copies of the 

resolutions of the concerned Forest Rights 

Committee(s), Gram Sabha(s), Sub-

Division Level Committee(s) recording 

their consent for the proposal and bearing 

signature of the participants have not been 

submitted. The same is required to be 

submitted by the State Government. In 

addition to this, copies of record of 

Original Certificates as obtained in full  

compliance to Scheduled Tribes and Other 

Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of 

Forest Rights) Act, 2006 are under English 

translation from Marathi language, as desired 

by REC, including the resolutions of concerned 

Forest Rights Committee(s), Gram Sabha(s), 

Sub-Division Level Committee(s) along with 

proceedings of the Forest Rights Committee, 

Sub Divisional Level Committee(s) and shall be 

submitted subsequently along with Original 

copies. 
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proceedings of the Forest Rights 

Committee, Sub Divisional Level 

Committee(s) may also be submitted. 

vi. Details on Justification for selecting the 

proposed alternative and Reasons for 

discarding other alternatives is not 

mentioned. 

Comparative statement of Alternative 

alignments considered for selection of proposed 

alignment has been submitted along with Maps 

of the same on Toposheet & Google Earth. 

Please refer page nos. VI/5, VI/7, VI/8, XIII/5 

& XIII/6 respectively. 

Reasons for discarding alternatives other than 

preferred alignment, adapted for the project in 

FDP, are based on the final scores after Matrix 

Evaluation where each of the criteria (based on 

Engineering, Environment & Cost 

consideration).  Final scores of all the 

alternatives is mentioned under last column of 

the Comparative Statement on Pg. VI/5 & 

XIII/6 of the proposal. However, additional 

copy of the same is submitted for ready 

reference as Annexure-IV. 

vii. Discrepancy is observed in the details of 

employment potential likely to be 

generated from implementation of the 

project in online Part- I application and 

hard copy submitted by the User Agency. 

In online application it is mentioned that 

6000 permanent employment and 

28,28,570 mandays of temporary 

employment will be generated from the 

project. Whereas, in Part- I submitted 

along with the proposal it is mentioned 

that about 13,68,570 mandays of 

employment will be generated from the 

project and permanent employment for 

100 persons will be generated. Therefore, 

correct details on employment potential 

likely to be generated in terms of Skilled, 

Semi-skilled and Unskilled persons/ 

mandays (permanent and temporary) by 

Employment details are correct as per the Part-I 

submitted along with proposal with details of 

Man-days generated as under: 

Unskilled 714105 

Semiskilled 514480 

Skilled 139985 

Total 1368570 

 

Permanent employment for 100 persons shall be 

generated for toll operations. 
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implementation of the project may be 

submitted by the User Agency. 

viii. Discrepancy is also observed in total cost 

of the project. In online application it is 

mentioned that the total cost of the project 

is 964266 Lakhs, whereas in Part- I 

submitted along with the proposal it is 

mentioned that the total cost of the project 

is 536500 Lakhs. Therefore, correct 

details shall be submitted by the User 

Agency. 

It is now finally submitted that the total project 

cost is 964266 Lakhs, which is in accordance 

with figure submitted in online application. 

Kindly consider the same.  

 

 

 

 

      Executive Engineer 

     Maharashtra State Road Development Corporation 

Limited, Govt. of Maharashtra 
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