Letter No: FED/0505/12/2024 Approved Date: 21-01-2025

Government of Gujarat

Forest & Environment Department

Block No. 14, gth Floor, New Sachivalaya, Gandhinagar, Gujarat- 382010, 079-23251062, Fax: 079 23252156.

No. FED/FLP/e-file/6/2024/2497/F

To,

Regional Officer, IRO-Gandhinagar

Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change,
A-407 & 409, Aranyan Bhavan,

CH-3 Circle, Sector-10/A, Gandhinagar.

Subject: Diversion of 2.60 ha. Protected Forest land of Village - Bhirandiyara, Ta. Bhuj, District-
Kutch for construction of 66 KV Substation Approach Road and 66 KV overhead transmission line in
favour of Executive Engineer (Const.), Gujarat Energy Transmission Corporation Ltd. District-Anjar
Sir,

Kindly refer to your office letter no. FP/G]/SubStation/150363/2021, Dt.10/05/2024 on the
above mentioned subject. A required detail is as below.

Sr. Query Answer
No.

1 The justification for locating the project in forest | COPY of Justification is enclosed
herewith.

land is not clearly stated. Details of alternative
alignment and comparative statement is not
provided. Thus, State Government is requested to
submit the proper justification for selection of the
forest land for the purpose, map showing boundary
of the forest land and alternative alignment
examined for the purpose along with the detailed

comparative statement.

Yours Faithfully,

( Maulika Shah)

Signature Not Verified File No: FED/FL Ple-file/6/2023/2497/F Section

Sﬁ’&ft‘)’, g’gcrﬂ'k en S Shah Approved By: Deputy Secretary,F Section,FED
Date: 2025.01=22 15:53:40
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Deputy Secretary

Forest & Environment Department

copy to:-_

1. Nodal officer (FCA), Pr. Chief Conservator of Forest's Office, Gujarat State, 'Aranya Bhavan' Sector-10/A, Gandhinagar.
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station approach road and 66KV overhead Transmission line in Village
Bharaniyara, Ta. Bhuj, Dist. Kachchh.
(Online No. FP/GJ/Substation/150363/2021)
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[Aud:- Diversion of 2.60 ha Protected Forest land of village Blurandiyara Ta. i3
Dist. Kutch for Construction of 66 KV Substationn Approach road and 66 2V
overhead Transmission line in favour of Gujarat Energy Transmission
Corporation Ltd. (GETCO) Anjar.
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Ta. BhujDis.Kutch for Construction of 66 kv Substation, Approach
 Raod and 66kv overhead Transmission line in kutch district in
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JUSTIFICATION FOR LOACTING THE PROJECT IN FOREST AREA
AND SELECTION OF FOREST LAND FOR THE PURPOSE

PROPOSAL NAME: Diversion of 2.60 hectare Protected forest land of village-
Bhirandiyara, Ta. - Bhuj District- Kutch for construction of 66 KV
Substation, Approach Road and 66 KV overhead Transmission
Line in favor of Executive Engineer (Const.), Gujarat Energy
Transmission Corporation Limited (GETCO), District- Anjar in

Gujarat.

PROPOSAL NO : FP/GJ/SubStation/150363/2021

Gujarat Energy Transmission Corporation Limited, has planned to construct 66 KV
Bhirandiyara Substation at Village Bhirandiyara, Ta: Bhuj Dist. Kutch. This entire area
has only one existing 66 KV Khavada Substation from which is about 20 Kms, from
which power is distributed to all the nearby villages including Bhirandiyara village.

Presently the consumers of Bhirandiyara & its adjoining villages are being fed electric
power through, 11 KV Village feeder from 66 KV Khavda Substation. This feeders
having a considerable length, the continuity and quality of power being fed to the
consumers is poor. Also it takes more time to attend to the feeder fault and thus cannot
provide continuous reliable power to all consumer.

Moreover, due to increasing demand of electricity in the Bhirandiyara and surrounding
area & considering the future growth aspect, it was felt necessary to established a 66
KV Substation at village Bhirandiyara being the load center (for the adjoining villages)
along with associate Line in this region for providing a reliable & quality Power to the

consumers.

Village Bhirandiyara is itself situated in the Banni grass land so no alternative alignment
is possible to established the proposed 66 KV Bhirandiyara Substation. (Hence

comparative statement is not required)

Consideration of the requirements of environmental parameter, construction
methodologies to be adopted for different terrain encountered en- route, design &
engineering factor, availability of logistic support during construction, operation &
maintenance of line & sub-station, feasible land were identified by M/s. Gujarat Energy
Transmission Corporation Ltd, based on system study, desk review, topographic-map.
Forest map, existing publication materials, walkover survey augmented by GPS. During
site selection all possible efforts are made to avoid the forest area involvement
completely or to keep it to the barest minimum. Moreover, in Protected / Protected Area
trees are trimming only below each conductor to facilitate stringing. On completion of
construction only one such strip is maintained for O & M purpose.

Factors considered

1. The route / substation of the proposed transmission line does not infringe any

human transmission line or substation.
2. Any monument of cultural or historical importance is not affected by the route of

the transmission line and Substation



sub-station land of transmission line does not create any

3. The proposed route /

threat to the survival of any community with special reference to Tribal
- Community.

4. The proposed route of transmission line or substation and does not affect any
public utility services like playgrounds, school’s other establishments etc.

5 The line substation land route does not pass through any sanctuaries, National
Park etc.

6. The line / sub-station route does not infringe with area of natural resources.

Sensitive areas and settlements at execution stage:

1. As a rule, alignments are generally kept 10-15 KM away from major towns
whenever possible, making provision for future urban expansion.

2. Similarly, forests are avoided to the extent possible, and when it is unavoidable,
a route is selected in consultation with the local Divisional Forest Officer, that
causes minimum damage to existing forest resources.

3. Selected Alignments do not infringe wetlands and unstable areas for both
financial and environmental reasons. Additional care has to be taken to avoid
national parks and sanctuaries and any other forest area inhabited by wild life.
Keeping above factors in mind, 66 KV Bhirandiyara S/S is proposed.

Benefit of proposed project:
Erection of proposed 66 KV Bhirandiyara

Sr. No. | Parameters

SIS, Approach Road and Associate Line

Increase  in  productivity | 100%
attributable specific project.

Very much as Electricity plays an important
role in Development of each and every field
as speeds up growth in overall economy.

Benefits to Economy

> During Execration of Project: 4500
Man Days

» After commissioning of Project:
approx. 12,000 villagers of Villages
herby viz. Bhirandiyara, Hodko, Shervo,
Dharesi, Misriyado, Bhojardo, Madan,
Reldi, Dedhiya Nana, Dedhiya Mota,
Sargu, Layvara, Vad, Sadai, Varli,
Arandavali, Jararvali, Chharidhandh,
Vagura, Nera, Mithadi, Bhagadiyo,
Udhamo, Luna and surrounding area |

No. of population Benefit

N

Employment potential 4500 Man Days while execution of work

(&)

Logs of (a) Agriculture and (b) | Nill
Animal Husbandry production
due to diversion of forest land <D /J

Executive Engineer (Const.)
Construction Division,
Anjar.
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