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STATE, TOREST IICADQUARTERS, ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL CHIEF CONSERVATOR OF FORESTS & HoFF
PLOT NO. GD-2/12, ARANYA BHAWAN, CHANDRASEKHARPUR
BHUBANESWAR-751023
b E-mail-: nodal.peefhoff@odisha.gov.in / nodal.pecfodisha@gmail.com

No. Jpo = J9F (MG) — 51/2021
Datcd, Dhubancfw%%isg @;;}mQPMarch’ 2023

From
Sri Susanta Nanda, IFS
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
(Forcst Diversion & Nodal Officer, FC Act)
O/o the PCCF & HoFF, Odisha, Bhubaneswar
To

The Assisbﬁ Inspector General of Forests (FC)

Government of India,

Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change (F.C. Division)
Indira Paryavaran Bhawan, Aliganj, Jor Bagh Road

New Delhi- 110003

Sub-: Proposal for permission under Section 2(iii) of Forest Conservation Act, 1980 for grant
of lease over 112.621 ha forest land in village Baldihi of NetrabandhaPahar Iron Ore
Block allotted to M/s Bhusan Power & Steel Limited under Bonai Forest Division of
Sundargarh District-Gol, MoEF& CC, New Delhi observations regarding.

Ref-:  LetterNo.8-03/2022-FC dated 26.12.2022 of Scientist “C”, Gol, MoEF& CC (FC Division),
New Delhi. s 3%
Sir, :
In inviting a reference to the subject cited above, a meeting was held on' 13" February 2023

under the Chairmanship of PCCF & HoFF, Odisha for holistic& joint analysis of the observation and
recommendation made in the report of the team of MoEF & CC and WII officials in context to entire
landscape along with detailed deliberation of the recommendation of the sub-committee with due
weightage to the measures envisaged in the report. The minutes of tﬁe meeting is enclosed as
Annexure-A.

While analyzing the efficacy of individual site specific plans to address issues related to entire
elephant landscape, it was observed that the Site Specific Wildlife Conservation Plan (SSWLCP)
prepared for individual Mining as per approved guidelines of State Govt. prescribes specific
interventions for protection of Forest and Wildlife, prevention of forest fire, Habitat Management,
Mitigation of Human-Elephant Conflict, Public Awareness, Commu’nity Participa’eien;-.-.chQ'»-
Develor;ment activities, Immunization of domestic live-stock and surveillance of health of wildlife in
the Zone of Impact around 10 kms radial distance of the project site. Besides the proje:ct proponeﬁt

has also been mandated under the said plan to carry out fire prevention measures, public awareness

and mitigation of Human Elephant interface in the Project area. The mitigative measures as per
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SSWLCP address the impact of the project:on wildlife including_elephants in and ar‘oun'd_ the prkijec;
area. It is pertinent to state that the recommendations as per 'ﬂ'n’;ll report of t_hé study (‘:‘.dnd.li‘cted; by
CSIR-NERRI on Carrying Capacity vis-a-vis pollution in these areas and the Suggested !Ore '
Transportation Mode (SOTM) will be implemented. This is likely to facilitate unhindered movement
of elephants. L1 0

Also, the comprehensive Action Plan (CAP) for conservation of elephants and ﬁitigatidn of
Human-Elephant Conflict in Odisha prepared in consultation with Experts, Field Level Functionaries
and NGOs as per the direction of the Hon'ble High Court, Orissa in Writ Petition (Civil) PIL No.
14706/2022 has already been approved by the High Power Committee (HPC) under the
Chairmanship of Chief Secretary, Odisha. Action Points under 10 Pillars strategy have been
envisaged in the CAP with Short Term, Medium Term and Long Term mitigative measures. The |
Action Plan will act as a perspective plan for elephant management in the state in the years to come
(enclosed as Annexure-B).

It is suggested that to address the issue of interstate movement of elephants in the larger
landscape comprising of Odisha, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and South Western part of West Bengal;
MoEF & CC (Project Elephant Division) may assign reputed organization/ institution to prepare
Comprehensive Elephant Management Plan for the said Region.

Lastly, it appears that there are some factual errors with respect to non-working mines and no.
of proposals in pipeline and Stage-I. The Director of Mines, Odisha after examining the proposal
submitted by the field officials has submitted a report which is enclosed at Annexure-C. As such, the
land pertaining to any of the non-functional mining leases does not have any scope of being surrender
because of reasons mentioned therein by Director of Mines, Govt. of Odisha.

Hence, it is requested that the proposal for permission under Section-2 (iii) of Forest
Conservation Act, 1980 for grant of lease over 112.621 ha of forest land in village Baldihi of
Netrabandha Pahar Iron Ore Block allotted to M/s Bhusan Power and Steel Limited under
Bonai Forest Division of Sundargarh District, proposal for non-forestry use of 194.683 ha of forest
land involved in the mining lease area over 358.258 ha of Guali Iron Ore Mines of M/s OMC
Ltd. in Keonjhar District, Odisha and Proposal for non-forestry use of 42.608 ha of forest land
within Kalmang West (North Part) Block for Iron Ore Mines in Keonjhar and Sundargarh
District of Odisha, allotted to M/s Tata Steel BSL Ltd under Section-2 (ii) of Forest (Conservation)
Act, 1980 may kindly be considered.

This is for favour of information and necessary action.

Encl:As above
Yours faithfully

/
Principal Chie%or‘ﬁ%lﬂ 4

Forest Diversion & Nodal Officer, FC Act




Memo No. /Dt. : '
Copy alongw1th its enclosures forwarded to the Deputy Director General of Forests (Centra[)

Government of ‘India, Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change. [nteg_rated Regional
Office, A/3, Chandrasekharpur, Bhubaneswar-751023 for favour of kind information and necessary
action with reference to Letter No.8-03/2022-FC dated 26.12.2022 of Scientist “C”, Gol, MoEF& CC

(FC Division), New Delhi.
St HM —
Principal Chief onservator‘o"fl’aiszub
Forest Diversion & Nodal Officer, FC Act
Memo No. / Dt:

Forest, Env1ronment & Climate Change Department, Odisha, Bhubaneswar for information and
necessary actionwith reference to Letter No.8-03/2022-FC dated 26.12. 2022 of Sclentlst “C”, Gol,

MoEF& CC (FC Division), New Delhi. .
Principal Chie%é i‘@risl%—b

Erm—————————— - —_— Forest Diversion & Nodal Officer, F€ Act -







ANNEXURE-A

Minutes of the meeting held on 13.02.2023 on holistic and i joint analysis of the
Observations and recommendations made in the report of thb team of MOEF &

CC and WII sub-committee in context to entire landsca pe- specific and generic
comments regarding.

A meeting in hybrid mode was held on 13.02.2023 at 3.30 PF’I to dISCUSS on the
observations of the FAC held on 09.12.2022 on the report of the Sub- -Committee,
especially with regard to mitigative measures to address the issues Jelatmg to wildlife in
general and e!ephant in particular, while considering the forest clearance for Netrabandha
Pahar Iron Ore Block of M/s. Bhusan Power & Steel Ltd., Guali Iron Ore Mines of M/s.
OMC Ltd. and Kalamang West (Northern Part) Block Iron Ore Mines of M/s. Tata BSL Ltd.

The list of members participated in the meeting is enclosed a§ Annexure-A.

At the outset, the PCCF & HoFF welcomed all the participants and requested PCCF
(Nodal) to present the observations of the FAC and report of the sub-committee. PCCF
(Nodal) made a PPT presentation on the decision of the FAC and requested the members

to deliberate on the issues for fubmlttmg compliance to the observations of FAC. After
detailed deliberations, the following decisions were taken:

1. Site Specific Wildlife Conservation Plan (SSWLCP) prepared for individual Mining as:

: |
per approved guidelines of State Govt. prescribes specific interventions for

_ | -
protection of Forest and Wildlife, prevention of forest fire, Ha'ibitat Management,
Mitigation of Human-Elephant Conflict, Public Awareness, Community Participation,
Eco-Development activities, Immunization of domestic live-stock and surveillance of

health of wildlife in the Zone of Impact around 10 kms radial di | nce of the project

site. Besldes the project proponent has also been mandated under the said plan to
Carry out fire prevention measures, public awareness and rmt:gatlon of Human-
Elephant interface in the Project area. The mitigative measures as per SSWLCP
address the impact of the project on wildlife including elephan
project area.

in and around the

Recommendations as per final report of the study conducted by CSIR-NERRI on
Carrymg Capacity vis-3-vis pollution in these areas and the Suggested Ore

Transportation Mode (SOTM) may be implemented. This will facilitate unhindered
- movement of elephants.
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Comprehensive

Action Plan (CAP) for conservation of elephants and mitigation of
Human- :

Elephant Conflict in Odisha prepared in consultati

on with Experts, Field Level
Functionaries and NGOs as per the direction of the Ho

n’ble High Court, Orissa in
Wit Petition (Civil) PIL No. 14706/2022 has aready been approved by the High-
Power Committee (HPC) under the Chairmanship of Chief Secretary, Odisha. Action
Points under 10 Pillars strategy have been envisaged in the CAP with Short Term,
Medium Term and Long Term mitigative measures. The Action Plan, copy of which -
is enclosed herewith will act as a perspective plan for e!epharit management in the
state in the Yea'rS to come. , . :
To address the issue of interstate movement of elephants in the larger landscape
comprising of 'Odisha,' Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and South Western part of West
Ben'galt; MOEF & CC (Project Elephant Division) may assign reputed organization/
institution to prepare Comprehensive Elephant Management Plan for the said

. Region.

The DFOS, Bonai and Keonjhar were requested to share the status of functional /
Non-functional Mining leases with the Director of Mines, Odisha. Director of Mines,

Odisha shall examine the scope of surrender of Non- Functional Mines and submit
a report within a week.

The meeting ended with vote of thanks to the Chair and Participants

AL

Principal Chief Conservator of Forests & HoFF
Odisha
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ANNEXURE-A

Members present in the meeting on holistic and joint analysis of the
observations and recommendations made in the report of the team of
MoEF&CC and WII officials in respect of three mines viz. Netrabandha
Pahar Iron Ore Block of M/s Bhusan Power & Steel Ltd. {under section 2
(iii)], Guali Iron Ore Mines of M/s OMC [under section 2 (ii)] & Kalmang
West (Northern Part) Block Iron Ore Minse of M/s Tata BSL Ltd. [under
section 2 (ii)] held at Aranay Bhawan, Bhubaneswar on 13.02.2023 at 3.30
PM in hybrid mode under the chairmanship of PCCF & HoFF, Odisha

SL ' Name of the Officer Designation
No.
1 Sri Debidutta Biswal, IFS PCCF & HoFF, Odisha
2 Sri S.K. Popli, IFS PCCF (WL) & CWLW, Odisha
3 Sri Susanta Nanda, IFS P.C.CF.
FD & Nodal Officer, I'C Act
4 Sri A.T. Mishra, IFS Dy. Director General of Forests
(Central)
MoEF&CC, Gol, IRO, BBSR
5 Sri L. Otta, IFS (Retd.) OSD-cum-Spl. Secy,
FE&CC Department,
Govt. of Odisha
6 Sri G. Rajesh, IFS Director of Mines
7 | Sri S. N. Behura, IFS CF (Nodal)
8 Sri Arun Kumar Mishra, IFS RCCF, Rourkela
9 Sri K. K. Swain, IFS CF (WL)
10 | Sri Sanat Kumar, IFS DFO, Bonai

11 | Sri D.D. Hanumant, IFS DFO, Keonjhar
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DIRECTORATE OF MINES & GEOLOGY

STEEL AND MINES DEPARTMENT, GOVT. OF ODISHA, BHUBANESWAR
Heads of Department Building, Unit-V, Pin-751001
Tel No.: 0674-2391537, Fax No.: 0674-2391684
Email ID: dirmines_odisha@rediffmail.com

No. MXIII(c) 01/2023 2145 /DoMG, Dt.. UV 03 28D

From
G. Rajesh, IFS
Director of Mines & Geology, Qdisha
Bhubaneswar. |
T0 ‘
The PCCF (Nodal),
O/0-The PCCF, Odisha & HoFF,
Chandrasekharpur, Bhubaneswar-751023. 0
g"’t ' E-mail: nodal. pccfodlsha@gmall comy

Sub: - Minutes of the meeting held on 13. 02. 2023 on hOllSt[C and
joint analysis of the observations and recommendations
made in the report of the team MOEF&CC and WII sub-
committee in context to entlre Iandscape-specmc and
generic comments.

Sir, -

In reference to your letter No. 3503/9F(MG)-51/21 dt. 22.02.2023

on the subject mentioned above, this is to inform that as per the minutes of

the meeting held on 13.02.2023 on item No. 5, the DFQ; Bona| and Keon]har
were requested to share the status of functional/non- functl_o_nal mining leases
with the Director of Mines, Qdisha. However, DFO, Bonai has provided the list
of 45 nos. of non-functional mining leases of Sundargarh District coming under

Bonai Sub-division. The list of non-functional mining leases furnished- by DFO,

Bonai are examined at this end. The scope of surrender of lease out of the list

given below for your kind information and necessary action.

» Out of 49 nos. of mining leases mentioned in the list provided

by DFQO, Bonai, one mining leases namely ;Ko[fa-thiérnjipali



: ?Manganese mrnes of Srl Rudrasen Smdhu is now sub5|st|ng and}::if".
workmg mine.

N

In respect of 10 mlmng Ieases out of the list of 49 mining- Ieases
’ the lease penod ‘has been extended by the State Govt. under
section 8A(3) of MMDR(Amendment) Act, 2015 which are
subsisting leases. ;
Oth’ of 49 mining Ié‘ases two mining leases namely Orahurl
,iManganese mmes and Bhanykusum Manganese mine of M/s
i-’:OMM {P) Ltd. expired on 31.03. 2020 which have already put for
auction. as per NIT publlshed on 09.01.2023. 1
» Out of 49 mining leases, 27 mining leases have been
lapsed/rejected by the State Govt. The said leases have been

A S

taken aver possession by the State Govt. Now the potentiality
_of the mining leases are scrutinized by way of examining the.
existing mining plans and doing prospecting over the said areas
for preparation of Geological |?eport which are to _b'e put for

auction. ' '
~~ Out of the list of 49 mining leases, 09 mining leases is under
sdbjudice which are re-examined by the State Govt. The final

decision of the State Govt. is yet to be received.

As such the land pertaining to any of the leases enlisted, as submitted
by the DFO, Bonai in the said 49 mining leases has any Scope of being
surrendered at present. The present status of the said leases is enc_}osed as

Annexure-A,

Yours faithfully

e

Encl:- As above DIRECTOR/OF MINES & GEOLOGY (O)
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LIST OF NON-WORKI?

; MINING LEASES IN BONAI DIVISION
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- . . .
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