
Reply to the Observations raised by MoEF&CC (FC Division) vide letter dated 23rd March 2026 in respect of 
diversion of 188 ha of forest land (Online Proposal No: FP/GJ/IND/5883/2014) 

The Ministry’s observations on the above proposal are as follows: 

SN Observations by MoEF&CC Reply 
(i) As per para 1.13 (i) of Chapter-1 of Consolidated Guidelines 

and clarification issued under Van (sanrakshan Evam 
Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980 and Van (sanrakshan Evam 
Samvardhan) Rules, 2023, Utilization of forest area for 
establishing industries, construction of residential colonies, 
institutes, rehabilitation of displaced persons, etc. are non-
site-specific activities and cannot be considered on forest land 
as a rule. For that matter, no non-site specific proposal can be 
entertained for considering approval under the Van 
(Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980. 
Accordingly, the State Government justify the site specificity of 
the proposal submitted under Industry Category.  

As submitted by the User Agency, since the proposed forest land 
of 188.00 Ha is located directly adjacent to the Hazira Port and 
the coastline, the physical contiguity of this land is absolutely 
essential for the port's expansion. Port development is 
inherently a site-specific and coastal-dependent activity, and no 
alternative non-forest government land is available in the 
vicinity for this project. Therefore, instead of treating this 
proposal as a general non-site-specific industrial activity under 
Para 1.13 (i) of Chapter-1 of the Consolidated Guidelines of the 
Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980, it is 
recommended to consider it as a 'Site-Specific' project and 
forward it with positive recommendations for further approval 

(ii) The State Government shall offer its comments on whether the 
instant proposal can be executed on non-forest land instead of 
forest land. 
 

The proposed forest land is situated along the coast and is 
required for port-based activities, which are inherently location-
specific. It has also been observed that no suitable alternative 
non-forest land is available in the vicinity; therefore, the agency 
has sought the forest land. 

(iii) The component wise details along with map/ KML file 
showing the proposed utilization of 188 ha forest land 
involved in the proposal has not been submitted in Part-I of 
the proposal. The same shall be submitted. 

The component-wise details along with the map and KML file 
showing the proposed utilization of 188.00 Ha forest land 
involved in the proposal have been uploaded by the User Agency 
in Part-I, Section B, Para 2.4 (as Component-wise Land Use Plan) 
of the proposal. 

(iv) As per the records available on the PARIVESH, the user agency 
has applied for diversion of 210.1594 Ha and 90.8605 Ha 
Forest land for the purpose of development of Port backup 
facilities and those proposals were got approval vide Ministry 
letter No 8-36/2015-FC dated 28.09.2022 and Ministry's letter 
No 8-35/2015-FC dated 22.09.2022. Hence, it needs 
clarification whether the instant proposal is for extension/ 
expansion of previously approved forest diversion proposal or 
otherwise. The KML files of previously approved forest land 
(90.8605 ha and 210.1594 ha) shall also be submitted. 
Further, the State Govt. shall submit the justification for 
submitting the proposal in piecemeal manner. 

The justification submitted by the User Agency has been 
examined. The instant proposal is found to be in continuation of 
the previously approved proposals, and the requirement of 
additional forest land for ensuring contiguity and integrated 
development of port infrastructure appears justified. Hence, the 
reply submitted by the User Agency is accepted and may be 
considered by the higher authorities for further appraisal. 

(v) The State Govt. shall also submit compliance of conditions of 
final approval for earlier approval, approval for diversion of 
210.1594 Ha and 90.8605 Ha Forest land for the purpose of 
development of Port backup facilities through RO, 
Gandhinagar 

The compliance report of the conditions stipulated in the final 
(Stage-II) approvals for diversion of 210.1594 Ha and 90.8605 
Ha of forest land is enclosed herewith, and the Regional Office, 
Gandhinagar has also carried out site inspection, the compliance 
report of which shall be submitted separately. 

(vi) The CF, Surat Circle, has mentioned that there is a 66kv 
overhead transmission line passing through the said 
demanded forest area in approx. 7 ha of Forest land. This line 
was installed before the notification of the said land to forest 
land. Further, GETCO has issued conditional NOC to Adani 
Hazira Port Pvt Ltd. However, the copy of said conditional NoC 
has not been submitted/uploaded. The State Government shall 
provide a copy of conditional NoC issued by GETCO. 

The copy of the conditional No Objection Certificate (NoC) 
issued by GETCO with respect to the existing 66 kV overhead 
transmission line passing through the forest land has been 
submitted by the User Agency in the 'Additional Information' 
details of Part-I of the proposal and is enclosed herewith for 
reference. 

(vii)(a) A part of the area falls in the High Tide line and no activity may 
be allowed and an area also forms part of the sandy deposition 
and will be excluded from any construction etc.: Hence, exact 
details of the forest area which has been disallowed by the 
State Govt. for non-forestry activity needs submission. 
Further, the reason for inclusion of forest area for diversion 
under High tide zone and forms part of the sandy deposition 
in the instant proposal needs justification. 

The User Agency, M/s Adani Hazira Port Limited, has submitted 
a formal 'Certificate of Undertaking' dated 04/07/2026. In the 
undertaking, the Authorized Signatory has explicitly committed 
to complying with the conditions stipulated in EDS Observation 
No. vii(a). The User Agency has further undertaken that no 
development or construction activity shall be commenced in the 
proposed diversion area without obtaining the requisite 
Environmental Clearance and CRZ Clearance from the 
competent authority, in accordance with the prevailing laws and 
regulations. This undertaking is hereby placed on record for 
further appraisal of the proposal 

(vii)(b) On the sea ward side no permanent fencing or boundary 
wall will be constructed. An undertaking from the user 
agency in this regard needs submission. 

In compliance with EDS Observation No. (vii)(b), the User 
Agency, M/s Adani Hazira Port Limited, has submitted a formal 
'Certificate of Undertaking' dated 16/07/2026. The User Agency 
has explicitly undertaken that no boundary walls or permanent 
fencing will be constructed towards the seaside of the proposed 
project area, unless there is a statutory requirement mandated 
by prevailing regulations for the operation of the port. This 
undertaking is hereby placed on record for further appraisal of 
the proposal. 



(vii)(c) Money will be deposited by the user agency for Development 
of Banni Grassland in area equivalent to diversion area (188 
ha.) in Consultation with Nodal officer (FCA): it needs 
clarification whether this condition is over and above the 
stipulated CA in the in the instant proposal or otherwise. 

Undertaking for additional Banni Grassland development over 
and above stipulated CA submitted by User Agency and it is 
enclosed 

(viii) The DCF, Surat in their SIR has mentioned the legal status of 
proposed forest land as Un-class forest whereas the Nodal 
officer and the CF, Surat circle reported the legal status of 
proposed forest land as Reserve Forest. The variation in the 
facts needs justification. 

            The variation in the legal status reported by different 
authorities is due to an inadvertent typographical/error in 
the Site Inspection Report (SIR) uploaded on the PARIVESH 
portal by the DCF, Surat on 03.02.2021, wherein the forest 
land was mistakenly mentioned as "Unclass Forest." 
               However, the same was subsequently corrected in 
the physical records and proposal file. In the duly signed 
physical file submitted by the DCF, Surat on 20.12.2021, the 
legal status of the proposed forest land has been recorded 
as "Reserved Forest." The Nodal Officer, Gujarat and the 
Conservator of Forests, Surat Circle have also consistently 
reported the legal status of the land as Reserved Forest. 
             Further, the legal status of the proposed forest land 
is Reserved Forest as notified by the Forest Department 
under Section 20 of the Indian Forest Act, through the 
relevant Gazette Notification. Therefore, the mention of 
"Unclass Forest" in the SIR was merely an inadvertent clerical 
error and does not reflect the actual legal status of the land. 
              Hence, the legal status of the proposed forest land 
may kindly be considered as Reserved Forest., and Site 
Inspection report of 20.12.2021 as attached in physical file 
be considered. 

(ix) As per the DSS analysis, total 51 survey No/ plots comprising 
an area of 250.676 ha has been proposed for CA whereas CA 
has been proposed on 188.00 ha Non-Forest area. Hence, 
correct KML file of proposed CA land along with CA suitability 
certificate needs submission by the State Government. 

ML of CA land has been submitted under Part-I and CA 
Suitability Certificate has been submitted under Part-II, and the 
same are taken on record. 

(x) As per DSS analysis, the proposed CA sites are falling in the 
Wild Ass Wildlife Sanctuary. The State Govt. shall submit its 
comments in the regard and the location details of the 
proposed CA sites needs to be confirmed by the State.  
 

"The details submitted by the User Agency have been duly noted. 
The proposed Compensatory Afforestation (CA) land, located 
within the Indian Wild Ass Sanctuary, has been examined from 
both wildlife and legal perspectives. As per the clarification 
provided by the DCF, Patan, vide letter No. 3338 dated 
02/07/2026, the proposed land parcel has been cleared for 
agricultural use and allotted to farmers/user agency by the 
competent authorities. In view of the facts provided and the 
precedents of similar approvals granted by the State 
Government, the proposal may be considered by the competent 
authority, subject to final verification and compliance with the 
applicable Acts and wildlife guidelines 

 
(xi) 

 

The DCF, Surat in Part-II of the proposal mentioned the canopy 
density of the proposed forest land as 80 which does not 
appear realistic. The necessary correction in Part-ll of the 
proposal on PARIVESH indicates the correct canopy density as 
per actual ground condition shall be updated. 

The clarification regarding the typographical error in canopy 
density is noted. The correct canopy density of 0.1, as per the 
signed Part-II report, may be considered and updated in the 
records/portal 

(xii) Most of the documents uploaded in Part-I and Part-II of the 
proposal are in Gujarati. Accordingly, the State Government 
shall upload duly certified English translations of the aforesaid 
documents. 

True English Translation of documents enclosed herewith 

 

 

Place: Surat 
Date: 22.07.2026 

 
Deputy Conservator of Forests 

Surat Division 
 

Mobile User






























































































































































































