
OTFICE OF THf, REGIONAL CHIEF CONSf,RVATOR OF FORXSTS; ANGUL CIRCLE'

AT/PO- HAKIMPADA, ANGUL ?59143, ODISHA, Phono06764-296010 (O)' 296011(Res),

Email Id: 49!ggq!4Qg44!!994

rut" oNr. lO93 /5Fc-04/2024 oated. )g . I ', q
To

Sub: -

Ret -

The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
(Forest Diversion & Nodal Officer, FC Act)

O/o. the Principal chief Conservator of Forests & HoFF,
Odishas, Bhubnaeswar.

Proposal for seeking prior apptoval of the Central govemment under
Section- 2 (ii) of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 in favour of
Mahanadi Coal Field Limited, for non-forestry use of 193.845 ha forest
land within Mining Lease area over 1265.00 Ha. of Balram Open Cast

Expansion (15 M1Y) Coal Block ofMCL under Angul Forest Division of
Angul District, Odisha.

l. File No. 8-143/1989-FC(Vol) dt. 30.10.2023 ofGoI, MoEF& CC.
2. Memo No. 22987 dt. 03.11.2023 ofOSD-cum- SS to Govt.
3 .Your Memo No.22891/9F(MG)30412023 dated 22.11 .2023 .

In inviting a reference to tle letters cited above on tlle subject, this is to
infom that Govt. of India, MoEF & CC have communicated 9 nos. ofEDS in respect of
the above proposal vide letter under reference . Accordingly the DFO, Angut Division
has submitted point-wise compliance vide his Memo No.2249 dated 15.3.2024 (Copy
enclosed). The point-wise compliance is fumished below :-

Point No.i The User Agency has trot provided the details of th€ past-
approved proposal in the Form-A Part-I under column B (1)
online.

Compliance- As reported by the DFO, Angul Division that the details of the past-

approved proposal in Ponn-A Part-I under Column B (1) show "No
records !'ound." However" this information is uploaded under F'orm A
Pad-I, Additional lnformation as "Kalinga Forest clearance.pdf."

The necessary details have been attached as Annexure l.



point No. ii KML lile of th€ earlier diverted area i.e. E5.201 ha and CA land
provided in respect ofthe previous approYal'

Compliance- In compliance to this observation, the KML File ofthe earlier diverted
area (85.201 ha) and CA land allotted is enclosed in a Pen Drive.

point No. iii Status of the CA carried out in resp€ct of the previous approval
along with survival%o, expenditure iocurred and copy of the
notilication of the said land as protect€d forest as per the
condition no. (ii) ofapproval letter dated 2E.09.1990.

In compliance to this observation, the UA has submitted that the
status of the CA caried out in respect ofthe previous approval along
with plot wise survival % is enclosed. The allotted land has been

alienated in favour of forest department by the collector Sundargarh
vide Letter No.. '1199 dated 29.11.1995 and plantation has been raised
oyer the entire area in 1994-95 and 1995-96 as per the memo no. 588

dated 29 .01 .1996 of DFO, Sundargarh.Further, the DFO, Sundargarh
Division has intimated vide his memo no . 622 dated 24 .01 .2024 to CF
(Nodal) O/o PCCF &HoFF , Odisha Bhubaneswar that expenditure of
Rs 2,29,586/- @upees Two Lakh Twenty-NineThousand Five
Hundred eighty six only) has been incurred for the above purpose.
The CA land is yet to be notified as protected forest as per the
condition no. (ii) of approval letter dated 28.09.1990.In this
connection tle User Agency has submitted an undertaking regarding
declaration of CA land as PF following due procedure before Stage -
II approval. The details of CA land and undertaking is enclosed as

Annexure - II

Compliance-

* po"rws,r



point No. iv

Comptiance- In compliance to this observation, the Certified Compliance Report by- 
RO, M;EF & CC, Bhubaneswar pertaining to the earlier diverted area

of 85.201 ha is attached as Annexure III.

Point No. v The proposal is for expansion of earlier approYed area of 85'201

ha vide Ministry's tett€r dated 28.09.1990 (pg. 83-84/c)' The State

has provided the status of the reclaimed land. However, how

much land out of 85.201 ha has beeu reclaimed it is trot clear'
Furtber, if the already diverted land hrs been de-coaled and

reclaimed theu why it has not been hatrded over to the SFD' Ifthe
land is in the possession of the UA then the State Government
Shall ensure that NPV of the entire forest land within the lease

area shall be deposited rs per th€ Ministry's Guidelines dated

06.01.2022 read with the letter dated22.03.2022.

Compliance- In comptiance to this observation, th€ UA i.e G.M. Hingula Area has- 
ctarified that 13.42 Ha. out of the total 85.201 Ha. Forest land has

been biotogically reclaimed. The UA has deposited dre NPV amount

of Rs 10,46,77,097 /- only through UTR No.

SBINR52024021502494266 dated 15.02.2024 for the earlier

approved project of 85.201 Ha and further the UA has submitted the

unde.ttking to deposit NPV for the total forest area in the leasehold

area. The details in enclosed ss Annexure IV.

Point No. vi The State has accept€d the identilied degraded notilied forest for
CA as the user agency has given a proposal stating that withitr 10

years from grant of forest clearance, it will hand over non-forest

afforested equivalent forest area proposed for diveNion in MCL
mines area of Odisha. The user agency has furnished an

und€rtaking duly signed by the DFO' Angul wherein it was

undertaken to hand over the exact extent of afforested non-forest
land against the proposed forest latrd for diYersion after 10 years

of getting StsgB. Il rpproval of the applied proiect. However' th€

stat€ has not given following certilicate as per the MoEF&CC,
Gol Stage-l approval for Utkll-E Coal Block of M/s NALCO in
Angul District dt. 12.03.20211

As per the provisions of the FCA comprehensive guideline-

Chapter 7 under Para 7.S (D (d) "Any proposal for diversion- oJ

foreit for mining inYolYing atry forest lard in respect of which
diversion has been approved earlier will invariably be submitted

along with the present status ofcompliance of the conditiors ofall
previous FCs duly certilied by the concerned Regional Oflicer of
ih" tvtoEF&CC". But in instant case dully verified compliance

reports from concerned Regioaal Olfice, on the condition

stipulated in Stage- Il approval have not been received. The same

may be submitted by the State.



a, State Gov€rnment issues a certificate that degrsded
forest hnd outside notilied forests is not available for
CA purpose, and

b. Nodal oflic€r certilies that no afforestation/
plantation has been taken up under any plan/
programme in the degraded notilied for€st areas
propos€d for CA in the last 10 years,

Ilt view of the sbove justification given by the UA the CA land on
notifi€d DFL may not b€ accepted. The clarilication may be asked
from the State,

Compliance- In compliance to this observation, the UA i.e G.M. Hingula Arca has
intimated that the forest diversion proposal for 193.845 Ha was
submitted on.line tbrough Parivesh portal on 03-12.2020 and accepted
by the Nodal Oflicer on 5.4.2021 which is before 28.6.2022. As per
Ministry's guideline File No. FC -l l/118/2021-FC dand 18.j.2022
'?rivisions of Forest (Conservation) Rules,2003 shalt apply to the
proposals submitted online through Parivesh Portal and which have
been accepted by the Nodal Officer beforc 28.6.2022". Accordingly,
the CA land over 387.332 ha. against 193.845 ha area proposed for
diversion was identified in Dhenkanal Division. The DFO, Dhenkanal
Division has also intimated the fact vide his letter No.5728 dated
11.7.2023 that no plantation has been taken up in the identified
Degraded Forest land in Dolia and Anantapur RF during tast l0
years.

In addition to that, Balram OCP has already given a proposal stating
' that within l0 years from grant of forest clearance, Balram OCp will

hand over non-forest afforested land equivalent to the forest area
proposed for diversion i.e. 193.845 Ha. in MCL mines area ofOdisha.
Balram OCP has fumished an undertaking duly signed by the DFO,
Angut wherein it was undertaken to hand over the exact extent of
afforested non-forest land against the proposed forest tand for
diversion within l0 years of getting Stage- Il approval of the applied
project. Further, the user agency has intimated that the details ofthe
non-forest land to be handed over in favour of Forest Department
before and after Stage-II as follows.

Before Stage- II 20.8 ha.
After StageJI l'13.045 ha.
Year Area
l"' 10.0
2"o 10.0

10.0

14.0
5tn 14.0
6"s t'7 .2



jth 20.0
gth 25.0

lir 25.0

l0!' 27 .845

Total 193.845

Point No. vii-

Compliance-

Point No. viii

Compliance-

Point No. ix-

The details are enclosed as ADtrexure V.

KML lile of proposed forest land has been checked on DSS. As
per DSS report the KML lile of land use (compon€nt wise

breakup) including safety zone is not aYailable on PARIVESH.
The same may be uploaded'

In comptiance to this observation, the UA i.e. G.M. Hingula Area
uploaded the land use of 193.845 Ha F'orest land in PDF format oll
PARIVESH. The component wise break-up is as follows:

S. No Component Area (Ha)

I Ouarry Excavation 186.765
2. Safety Zone 1.851

Infrastructure Zone s.229

Total 193.845

The KML file of the above component wise breakup of use of Forest

land is submitted in a peu-drive.

The strtus of the srfety zone as per the FCA compreheusive
guideline Chapter 7 under Para 7.9 in respect of the proposal
approved earlier may be provided.

In the compliance to this observation, the UA i.e. G.M. Hingula Area
clarified that the safety zone was oot mentioned in the earlier Forest
Clearance all,d a 7.5 m width safety zone is proposed in the total

mining lease area. The Land schedule is attached as Annexure YI.

The name ofthe proposal from Kalinga OCP to Balram OCP has

been changed in 2006 without approval of the Central
Gov€rnment, The justification may be provided.

In the compliance to this observation, the UA i.e. G.M. Hingula Area
submitted that the change of name was approved by the Board of
Directors tbrough an office order, with no change in ownership. The

relevant document is attached as Annexure-vll

Compliance-



In view of tlle above compliance, the Amexures and undertaking submittedby the DFO, Angul Division is sent heiewith in triplicate fo. Auo* ofip6o.mution _O
necessary action. ,H.
Eucl: - As above. 49_-*^l_U

Region a I ch ief Consfrvat6fldfrbrelts
Angul.

M,^oNo. l/qq r oarca. &) - J 22 L,l

Copy forwarded to tbe Divisional ror"* Om".l Angul Division forinformation and necessary action with reference to his Memli.r".i:+s'i.tdd r5.3.2024.

4t,_^
R. gi onut 

" 
t i.r c onr.?ultr 

3Ji;lr.s,

MenoNo. l7gq lDated- 2t) ..a,^gtft''
Copy forwarded lo the ceneral ffiugo-Hi"{"t/ erea, At/ptr_ DanaraTalcher, Angul-759148 for information -d ,.""r.ury"u"ilon. AL, ;*

RegionaI ch ief cons.*#tr+B.tJ,
Angul.


