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No.ET-NG P/3™ LINE/FOREST---

Office of the
Deputy Chief Engineer Const.
Betul @ Nagpur
Dt: 30/07/2025
To,
DFO Narmadapuram

Sub: Diversion of 8.0357 Ha (1.2496 hect. DFO Betul North and 6.7861 hect. DFO
Narmadapuram) forest land for construction of 3 Railway line for the section, Itarsi-Nagpur
Railway Line between Jujharpur to Dodramohar Proposal No. FP/ MP/ RAIL/150074/2021).

Ref: 1) APCCF Bhopal Letter No. w%-5/1211/E-0107/2025 dated 16/07/2025.
2) This office Letter No. ET/NGP/3rd Line/WLC dated 13/05/202 .
3) This office Letter No. ET/NGP/3rd Line/Forest/--- dated 21/03/2025.
4) This office Letter No. ET/NGP/3rd Line/Forest--- dated 08/05/2025. ,
5) DFO North Betul Letter No. si.fa. /2025/3362 dated 20/05/2025. 1

In connection with the above subject the recent EDS raised by your office on 29/07/2025 for the

point wise submission regarding the letter issued by Gowvt. of India 08/07/2025 and vide above
Reference No. 1.

The point-wise remarks as under.

Point No. 1: - The area proposed for NBWL clearance for critical zone is total 287.64 hect. with breakup as
132.7 hect. for Tiger corridor no 1, 47.56 hect for Eco-Sensitive zone and 102.81 hect for Tiger corridor no 2
which is affecting the critical zone length of 9. 76 km, 2.79 km and 4.792 km respectively along the 3" and
4™ line project (above Yef.03)

The Diversion of Forest land is proposed under 03 Nos of different proposals as 1% proposal for 8.0357 hect
2™ proposal for 3.6122 hect and 3' proposal for 21.3983 hect Forest area. In this matter, it is explained that
the issue of need for Wildlife Clearance arose when 1% proposal scrutinized at Govt. of India Bhopal, but
meanwhile Railway has applied 02 new proposals for the same 3" Railway line project between Jujharpur,
(Km 751.1) to Chichonda (Km 911.7) section of length 168.6 km. As two tiger corridors and one Eco-
Sensitive Zone are falling within this section covering total length of 9.767km, 2.79km and 4.792km
respectively and this total length of critical zone 17.35km is passing through the Railways ROW which is
worked out as 287.64 hect.

As the 3™ and 4™ line project is linear & continues and bifurcating the above mentioned critical zone of STR
and MTR the Wildlife Clearance is mandatory for entire length of project that in 168.6km.

Hence in the light of above fact, in spite of going for Wildlife Clearance for each diversion proposal
separately the total area for NBWL is proposed as 287.64 hect jointly for all the three diversion
proposals (vide ref 2 as above).
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Point No. 2: - Regarding the ownership of railway land within the forest area that has not been included
in the diversion proposals, the certified land plan of Railways owned land were prepared and jointly
duly got cemfed by concerned Revenue authorities durm}, 2007 2009. For all the locations where the
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Forest patches are fallmg in the Railways owned land, for all three diversion propesals, kindly observe
the 25 Nos of xerox copies of these certified land plans, (as above ref 4 dt. 08/05/2024) which were
submitted as a proof of Railways ownership (sample Xerox copy of land plan is attached for example).

The Railways land plans consist of varying width of ROW, are marked with proposed
Diversion patches-which are planned as per toe width required for proposed 3 line construction and
~ where the sufficient land width is available no'diversion proposal made and hence tried to minimize the
loss of Forest.
As per available information, for the complete section for which the diversion proposals are applied the
Railways ROW which is submitted through above mentioned 25 Nos of xerox copies of land plans is
acquired up to year 1919, that is during British Era and since then no further land diversion has been
done for Railways for which diversion records can be submitted for your further reference.

The above issue with, as an example is self-explanatory by the caption quoted by DFO
North Betul (copied and pasted below) during the report for his DSS analysis vide Letter as above
reference no 5.
“Area covered by the Itarsi-Betul Public Works Department road and Itarsi-Nagpur section of the
G.1L.P. Railway line passing through this block was disforested under Notification No. 1324, dated
the 15th January, 1907, and No. 12, dated the 8th January 1910, respectively, and is, therefore, not
included in the figure.”
The above mentioned notification No. 12, 8th January 1910 is clearly estabhshmg the ownership of the
Railway Department (which was at that time called Great Indian Peninsula Railway Company) over the
said forest block area.
Point No. 3: - Regarding the violation of the Forest Conservation Act, 1980, for the construction of the
subway, it is to state that the subway was constructed under the policy of eliminating existing level
crossing gates, which are considered critical accident-prone zones for Railway traffic. Further, it is to
convey that the existing road has been passing through the forest area for a-long time, and in order to
provide a diversion road as a subway, it is required to bend it at 90 degrees at four locations to
accommodate it within the existing marginal Railway Right of Way (ROW).
However, these sharp bends at all four locations are accident-prone. To facilitate smooth traffic
movement at these bends, it is standard practice to provide extra curvature. During this exercise, aimed
at ensuring subway traffic safety, the boundary of the forest may have been unknowingly encroached
upon, as there was no clear physical demarcation between forest and Railway land due to the presence of
similar old vegetation and topography in the area.

As such the slight unknowing violation is observed while construction of the said subway and
Railway has no further explanation regarding this issue.
This fact has been brought out during DFO North Betul visit on 03/05/2025 and accordingly

Divisional authorities of Central Railway Maintenance Department have been informed.

Hence with the above compliances EDS has been closed for your further kind perusal please.

Da as above.
Copy to,
1) APCCF Bhopal land management for kind information please.
2) DFO North Betul for kind information please. L /
W A

Dy. (Const.) Bétul




