By online / Email.
TAMILNADU FOREST DEPARTMENT

From To

Subrat Mohapatra, I.F.S., The Additional Chief Secretary to
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Government,

(Head of Forest F orce) Environment, Climate Change and
Forest Head Quarters Building, Forests Department, ‘
Guindy-Velachery Main Road, Secretariat, Chennai 9.

Guindy, Chennai-32
C. No. TS3/43555/2021 Dated: 18.06.2023.

Madam,

Sub:  Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 — Proposal for diversion of
4.85 ha of forest land in Pillur Slope Reserved Forests of
Coimbatore Forest Division for improvement of 230 KV
Substation into 400 KV Substation at Parali in Coimbatore
District in favour of Superintending Engineer, General
Construction Circle, TANTRANSCO, Coimbatore — Additional
details called for by the Government - Regarding.

Ref: 1 Online forest clearance proposal uploaded by the
Superintending  Engineer, GCC, Transmission Line
Construction (TANTRANSCO), Coimbatore-12 - Proposal
No. FP/TN/ Substation/149440/2021, dated 19.11.2021 and
resubmission of proposal on 01.04.2022 and 25.05.2022

2 Part-Il of Form-A uploaded by the District Forest Officer,
Coimbatore Division on 01.07.2022 and resubmission of
proposal on 11.08.2022 and 21.09.20272

3 Part-Ill of Form-A uploaded by the Conservator of Forests
and Field Director, Anamalaj Tiger Reserve, Coimbatore on
06.07.2022 and resubmission of proposal on 22.08.2022 and
23.09.2022

4 Principal Chijef Conservator of Forests ref No.
T83/43555/2021, dated 17.11.2022

S Government letter No. 18747/FR.10/2022-1, dated
20.12.2022

6  Principal Chief Conservator of Forests ref. No.
TS3/43555/2021, dated 01.03.2023

7 Government letter No. 18747/FR.10/2022-2, dated
05.04.2023

* ok ok




With reference to the Government letter 7% cited above, additional details
called for therein is furnished below.

Query-i - As per format prescribed in Part-II of Form-A of the guidelines under
Forest (Conservation) Act, 1 980, if the proposed forest area forms part of Biosphere
Reserve, the comments of the Chief wildlife Warden is to be annexed.

The proposed forest area is part of Nilgiris Biosphere Reserve, it has been n
requested to obtain and send the remarks of the Chief Wildlife Warden on wildlife
point of view.

In this regard, following remarks are furnished.

a) In the Part-II of Form-A of Forest clearance proposal uploaded in the
parivesh web portal, the District Forest Officer, Coimbatore Division has reported the
following on the forest land proposed for diversion from wildlife point of view.

i) Elephant, Leopard, Bear, Spotted deer, Sambar deer, Indian Gaur, Wild boar,
Reptiles, Peacock etc., are present in and around the forest land proposed for
diversion.

ii) The forest area proposed for diversion is part of Nilgiris Biosphere Reserve.
This land was already leased out to Tamil Nadu Electricity Board and hence there may
not be much impact on wildlife. ‘

iii) The forest area proposed for diversion is not located within eco-sensitive
sone of the Protected Area notified under Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.

iv) The forest area proposed for diversion is located within 1 km from
boundary Nilgiris Biosphere Reserve.

v) Rare/ endangered / unique species of flora and fauna found in the area.

b) In this regard, the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests and Chief Wildlife
Warden has opinioned that, “A Biosphere Reserve is not a Protected area. It may
comprise of Protected areas within it. The proposed project site is beyond the Eco
Qensitive Zone of the Protected areas., hence does not require to be recommendéd by
ihe Standing Committee of National Board for Wildlife (NBWL)™.

Query-ii - As per the report bf the District Forest Officer, an amount of
Rs. 97,76,00,405/- (Lease rent of Rs. 76,50,764/- Interest amount of
Rs. 94,44,46,481/- and Penal Interest of Rs. 2,55,03,160/-) is due from the TNEB.



No lease rent due has been settled by the TNEB so far. Immediate action shall be
taken in respect of collection of such huge amount of lease rent due Jrom the TNEB.

District Forest Officer has to take immediate action for collection of the long
pending lease rent due from the TNEB for consideration of the present proposal and
also to send the detailed calculation sheet on arriving at the above Said lease rent due
to Government immediately.

In this fegard, the District Forest Officer, Coimbatore Division has reported
that the revised lease rent, arrear lease rents to be collected from the Tamil Nadu
Electricity Board has been fixed as per G.O Ms No. 6, Electricity (A2) Department,
dated 03.02.2011 and as per Principal Chief Conservator of Forests Chennai Ref. No.
TS3/21512/2003, dated 08.09.2014.

i) The revised lease rent due from the TNEB has been reported to the Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests and the arear lease rent has not been reconciled with the
TNEB authorities so far due to various discrepancies reported by the TNEB vide letter
of Superintending Engineer, Generation Circle, Kundah in Ref, No. SE/G/K/AQ/AS/
PR/A.2/F Forest 1and/D.No.348/2019, dated 06.09.2019 and once the issue is settled,
action will be taken as deemed fit reconciling the rent.

it) The District Forest Officer has enclosed the copy of letter sent to the TNEB
informing the lease due particulars for the amount mentioned in the above
Government EDS query letter (Total Lease rent due - Rs, 97,76,00,405/- (Lease rent
of Rs. 76,50,764/- Interest amount of Rs. 94.44,46,.481/- and Penal Interest of
Rs. 2.55,03,160/-) with the detailed calculation sheet.

iii) As per the report of the District Forest Officer, presently 813.864 Acres of
land (596.648 acres of forest land in Submergible portion and 217.216 acres of forest
land in non-submergible other usage area) is under the control of TNEB for Kundah
Hydro Electric Project Phase IIl & IV in Coimbatore Division area

iv) Lease amount for submergible area has been fixed @ Rs. 1/- per Acre and
for non-submergible other usage area is @ 1% of the guideline value of forest
land/adjoining land.

Details submitted by the District Forest Officer is enclosed herewith.




Query-iii - The user agency has reported that, the proposed site is already
under possession of Tamil Nadu Electricity Board from 965 onwards on lease from
Forest Department. After enactment of the Forest (1 Conservation) Act, 1980, any non-
forestry activity allowed within the forest land without obtaining prior permission of
Forest Department is a violation of the provisions under Forest ( Conservation) Act,
1980.

Clarify whether any action has been taken regarding the violation of Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980 by Tamil Nadu Electricity Board.

In this regard following details are furnished. |

a) As per Chapter 1 of Court orders and General clarification issued under Part-
‘B of Handbook of Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 and Forest (Conservation) Rule
2003 issued by the Government of India, MoEF&CC, in letter F.No. 5-2/2017-FC,
dated 28.03.2019, the cases in which specific order for de-reservation or diversion of
forest land for any project has been issued by the State Government prior to
25.10.1980 need not be referred to the Central Government.

b) In G.O. Ms No. 2974, Agriculture Department, dated 21.10.1967, the
Government has directed that the forest land measuring in all (6200 acres in Nilgiris
and Coimbatore District) be placed at the disposal of the MSE Board (Madras State
Electricity Board) for the execution of IIT and IV Stages of Kundah Hydro Electric
Project on collection of land value at the uniform rate of Rs. 1000/- (Rupees one
thousand only) per Acre and the Chief Conservator of Forests had been requested to
send proposals for disreservation of the forest land in due course.

¢) However, as directed by the Government, disreservation of forest area has
not been notified under Tamil Nadu Forest Act, 1882 and the status of the land
remains as forest land only.

d) The user agency has stated that the land at S.F. 461 (55.0 Hectare) was
classified to the TNEB as revenue record (RSR& Adangal) based on the sub-division
order TK.8A/4/97/ dt 10.11.1988. However, the District Forest Officer, Coimbatore
Division in his letter No0.6858/2021/D1, dated 28.01.2022 has reported to the District
Collector, Coimbatore that, 4.85 ha of land mentioned in the project is part of
Nellithurai RF and is under the control of Karamadai Range of Coimbatore Forest

Division and the areas are leased out to Tamil Nadu Electricity Board.



e) As per the report of District Forest Officer, Coimbatore Division,
813.864 Acres of land (submergible area of 596.648 acres and non-submergible arca
of 217.22 acres) for Kundah Hydro Electric Project Phase III & IV in Coimbatore
Division area are under lease ie., occupation of TNEB.

f) The forest lands were placed at the disposal of Tamil Nadu Electricity Board
for Hydro Electric Project during the year 1967. However, as directed by the
Government, no disreservation of the forest land has been done and the legal status
remains forest land only. |

g) After the enactment of Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, no fresh diversion
of forest land allowed for the project and no renewal of land allotment for the project
has been issued.

Hence there is no violation of the provisions of the Forest (Conservation) Act
1980 noticed.

3) I request that the proposal may be considered and Government of India
approval may be obtained for diversion of diversion of 4.85 ha of forest land in Pillur
Slope Reserved Forests of Coimbatore Forest Division for improvement of 230 KV
Substation into 400 KV Substation at Parali in Coimbatore District in favour of

Superintending Engineer, General Construction Circle, TANTRANSCO, Coimbatore.

Yours faithfuljb/\)

For Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
(Head of Forest Force)

Kbl 1o
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Phone - 0423 2509225 (Of1) GENERATION C IRCLE,
. 2509226 (Resi) KUNDAH BRIDGE (PO
FAX -~ 0423 2508001 THE NILGIRIS-643 219
E-Mail - scakun‘itnebnet org -

From To o
< Er B.HALDORAL BE. 4 The District Forest Officer,
. Superintending Engineer,(i:c) . Cotmbatore Division
. Generation Circle'Kundah, Coimbatore - 641 043

LRV, S/ G/ KAOASPR AL F Forest Land D No 3482010 di.06 .09 2010

Sub: TANGEDCO - Generation Circle / lease rent for the
L forest land of Kundah Generation Circle— Regarding

Ref: Demand notice for lease rent of Kundah forest land wp to
~ 3o3ame. o |

. . *EE% -
e ' The demand notice for the lease rent and other dues in respect of forest land
P of Kundah / Generation Circle up to 31.03.2019 has been received in this office.

Certain differences in vear of taken over, area of extent permanentiv
- retained, Jand cost have been noticed in the demand nohce. As the entire amount
x4 was settled in the vear 1990, calculations have been w« ried out and enclosed

“""‘;»9‘-5\ herewith. The same mayv be reconciled and intimated eariy please.
"S ?, . ) 5 . gt
¢

g . l_ , ) % A - \4“ )-w—“;'f— ‘l”.‘ ,)l

o Snﬁerini‘fnd—ing:fingjﬁwr{if;)
N Generation Circle/ Kundah

" -~ Encl: 03 Sheets

SR , , |

R Copy spimitted to the Chief Engineer/Hyvdro/ Chennai, The calculation of land

R . value has been arrived up to 07/1990 instead of 03/1991, Since afj
JE transactions hy the TANGEDCO had. been settled during the month

OLG7199. Guelr. 2 i ol

7

' *,,.5;}"" Copy 1o Principal Conservator of Forest / Panagal building’ Cheanai. Gl ashed

"L Copy to Execntive Fngineer / Civil / Kundah | Generation Circle. .o\ 2 thadt,
A ~
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