Government of West Bengal
Department of Forests,
For Branch,
Aranya Bhavan, Block-LA-10A, Sector-Ill, Salt Lake City
Kolkata-700 106

No. 113-For/0/L/10T-14/2022 Kolkata, the 20t January, 2023
From: Deputy Secretary to the Govt. of West Bengal

To: The Inspector General of Forests (C)
Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change
Integrated Regional Office
IB-198, Broadway Road, Sector-III, Salt Lake City,
Kolkata-700 106

Sub: Proposal for diversion of 38.38 ha of forest land in favour of Eastern Coal Field
Ltd., for Tilaboni UG Coal Mine Project under Durgapur Forest Division

Sir,
With reference to your letter no. IRO/KOL/WB/Min/41301/2019/326 dt. 26/7 /2022 on

the subject noted above, I am directed to forward herewith copy of reply sent by Nodal Officer,
FCA, 1980 for your information and taking necessary action.

Yours faithfully,

sézgi:# i

3/1(1)-For Kolkata, the 20 January, 2023

r information & necessary action to:-

The Principal Chief Conservator o ‘ests & HoFF, West Bengal
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\\\ Deputy Secretary



Government of West Bengal
Directorate of Forests
Office of the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Head of Forest Force
Aranya Bhawan, Block: LA-10A, Salt Lake City, Sector — III, Kolkata:: 700 106
Phone - Fax:: (033) 2335 8581/7751, e-mail ; nfcawb@gmail.com

Visit us at: www.westbengalforest.gov.in
No. | 0582~ | & L1/2M-38/2021 Dated: 17.01.2023.

To: The Additional Chief Secretary to the Govt. of West Bengal,
Department of Forest.

Sub.: Tilaboni Coal Mine Project of ECL involving 38.38 ha. of forest land in Durgapur
Division.
(Proposal No. FP/WB/MIN/41301/2019).
Ref. :
1. The Govt. of India, MoEF & CC letter No. IRO/KOL/WB/Min/41301/2019/326
dated 26.07.2022,

2. The Eastern Coal Fields Ltd. letter No. GM/BA/ENV/22-23/27 dated 05.12.2022.

Sir,
ECL in above referred letter has submitted replies (enclosed) to EDS raised.

(1) ECL has stated that it has only applied for leasehold area of Mine No. 1. After
deducting 1.60 ha. of forest land (Tilaboni beat office complex and approach road)
from 39.98 ha. of forest land available as per records of BL&LRO, balance 38.38 ha.
of forest land has been requested for diversion against Mine No. 1 only.

(2) Given the subsistence predicied due to mining ECL has agreed to pay for NPV and
CA over double the area of degraded forest land (76.8 ha.) with maintenance for 10
years.

(3) While the project apparently is for underground mining precautionary measures
should be adopted to reduce impact of mining. Even with subsistence, underground
mining potentially has less environmental impact compared with open cast coal

\Q)\‘(\ ' mining.
N \@\\ The proposal may kindly be forwarded to Govt. of India for consideration of grant of
P Stage-1 approval please.
Yours faithfully,

\/ NV
\Q\Q\\q Addl. Principal Ch}@nsérvtgi{)o?gg’ sts &

Encl.: As stated above. Nodal Officer, FCA

No. ]0X56% /L & L1/2M-38/2021 Dated: 17.01.2023.
Copy forwarded for information and necessary action, to :-

1. The Chief Conservator of Forests, South East Circle, W.B.
2. The Divisional Forest Officer, Durgapur Division.

28. The General Manager (Env.), Eastern Coal Field Ltd., Borachak House, Sitarampur,
17 JAN2023 |§] Burdwan, Pin-713359.
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Addl. Principal Chief Conservator/of Fo &
\_/' Nodal Officer, FCA
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ADIMTIO Al NOTE: REPLY TO EDS RAISED Al PARIVESH PORTAL

try addation o vur response Red GM B A envi22-2327 dated 0512 2022 The details are
hurmished below

done sdaveny o Diabwm LG under Bankols Arca by Gireen Projeets Wing.
arstwhile WBWDCL)

Year L ocation Anca Coveral! Saphings
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Return of land already diverted land by Eastern Coalfields Limited:

o Eaotorn Coalfields timited s operating its mines in the statas of West Bengal and Jharkhand.
» R mahal OCP i« one of the projects of ECL operating in the Godda District of Iharkhand. For
th said project 17.64 Ha of forest land was divertad in the year 1993 The said land has been
biclogically reclaimed by ECL and has been handed over to the State Forest Departmant an

10 01,2019 (Copy attached as Annexure-1).
Raclamation effort by ECL

Bio-reclar: stion and massive tree piantation has been one of the key thrust areas of ECL to improve

the enviar amant and physical landscape

FCL s having Mol with West Bengal Forest Development Corporation (WBFDCL) to raise the green
belt of about 10000 Ha/ annum with its subsequent msintenance for 04 years Till 30.10.2022, £CL
has brought more than 3000 Ha of land under green cover by planting more than 06 Million trees in
and arou . mining areas. Out of which plantation over 44 61 Ha degraded land has been done
Rankols Area of ECL in last 10 years. In the next 05 years. ECL has planned to plant 1 62 Million trees
aver more than 700 Ha land The survival of saplings 1s being ensured by joint inspection in presence
of officia; from the State Forest Department and also through satellite surveillance. Beside existing

26 Nos of rardens/ parks, ECL has planned to develop three more parks in Ranigan Coalflelds.

Gunjan Ecological Park, £CL
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Ministry of Environment. Forest & Climate Change 5
. / Integrated Regional Office, Kolkata :-»

IB-198, Sector - 111, Salt Lake City, Kolkata-700106 ‘ é‘
Phone-033-2335-5713/7938, Fax-2335-5904, E-maii: iro.kolkati-mefecwgoy.in ""«.,.\

| - r
No.IRO/KOL/WB/Min /41301, 2(}3()1,’5,‘3(5 Date: 264 July 2022

To,
The Addl. Chiel Se« retary,
Department of Foresis
Government of West Bengal,
Aranya Bhawan, Block-LA 1() A, Sector - 111,
Salt Lake City, Kolkata - 700106,

Sub: Proposal for diversion of 38.38 ha forest land in favour of Eastern Coal
Field Limited (ECL) for Tilaboni UG Coal Mine Project under Durgapur
Forest Division, West Bengal -reg.

Sir

»

I am directed to refer 1o the Government of West Bengal letter No.889-
For/O/L/10T-14/2022 dated 17.06.2022 on the above-mentioned subject
seeking prior approval of the Central Government under Section-2 of the Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980 As per the proposal, the forest land involved in the
Underground Coal Mine Project is 38.38 ha However, as per records, under the
Tilaboni Underground Mine Praject of ECL. the total furest land involved is 41.53
ha (39.98 ha in Mine.| and 1.55 ha in Mine-I) out of the total lease area 859 ha.
In this regard, it is 1o inform that para 7.2 of Handbook of Forest {Conservation}
Act, 1980 elaborates “inr « use of new mining leuses, projects having forest land in
part orn full, approval under FCA Jor diversion of entire forest land loc ated within
the mining lease/ project 1s to be obtainerd before execution/ renewal of mining
lease/ project”. Therefore., User Agency has to applv for diversion of entire forest
area under mining lease.

AR Further, it is to nform  that para 7.8.41).{a) of Handbook of Forest
{Conservation) Act. 1980 elaborates in respect of underground mining in stratified
deposits in forest areas that “the maxunum tensile strain of 20 mm per meter and
thereby the surface cracks of width of about 200-300 mm is to be permitted in
forest areas”. In this proposal, the value for the maximum lenstle strain in forest
area after 5% vear of uning s predicied as” 2719 wim fm which implies that
underground mining s not admissible in the rest land proposed for diversion.
In view of the above, the State Forest Department is requested to clarify in this
regard for further consideration.

Yours Sincerely,

k=

5 a2
{Dr. 5. Hare Krishna Murt)
Assistant Inspector General of Forest



Copy to:- -

1. The PCCF & HoFF, Departnicnt of Forests. Government of West Bengal,

Aranya Bhawan, Sul Lake City, Kolka(a, TUDUY9S

ho

West Bengal, Aranya Bhawan, Salt Lake Ciny. Kolkata, 700098,
3. The Divisional Forest Officer, Durgapur Forest Division, West Bengal,
- The GM (Env), ECL. Borachak House, Suarampur, Burdwan 713359,

- Guard file :
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P e
Assistant Inspector General of Forest

- The APPCF cum Nodal Officer (FCA). Department of Forest. Government of

&



