


























OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY CONSERVATOR OF FOREST

BALLARI DIVISION, BALLARI

No.M1/MNG,rNMDC,rNLL.No.l l1 ll2}lS-l9ir4g. Dated:28.10.2021

R;-t-,os.ro-ds. \e6o5o<.!E /''
To, .."'

r.{he Chief Conservator of Forests,

Ballari Circle, Ballari

Sfu,

Sub: Diversio n of 75.92 ha forest land for Construction of Screening Plant, Tailing

Dam, Slurry pipeline Corridor & Water Pipeline Corridor at Donimalai of IWs,

Minera ls Development Corporation Limited, Donimalai, Sandur, @C

e Application No. FP/KAiOTffiRS/ 1451 6/201 5)' P.eg.

No. 8-1/2021-FC D1.06.08.2021 of the Govemment of India

No . FEE 1 6 FFM 202 1 (e) Dt. 25 .06 .2021 of the Government of

aka

No. A(5)/MNG/CR-15/2015-i6 Dt.09/10.08.2021 of the Principal chief

ator of Forests, (Forest Conservation), Bangalore

No.M1/\,ING/RENWCR- 1 1/1 990-91 (NMDC) Dt.23.08.2021 of the

ef Conservator of Forests, Ballari Circle, Ballari

^P
) This office even number lett er Dt.27 .08 .2021 .

6) Letter No.DNM/ENV/89 12021 12484 Dt.02.09.2021 of M/s. NMDC Limite4

Donimalai.

7) Letter No. ACF/TA/NMDC/111l/Screen plant/2021-22 Dt'04'09'2021 of the

Assistant Conservator of Forests, Ballari Sub-Division, Ballari

8) Letter No.DNMIENV/8}12O2L/2484 Dt.15.09.2021 of IWs. NMDC Limited,

Donimalai.
$

with reference to the above subject, the Government of lndia has sought certain

information regarding diversion of 75.92 ha forest land for Construction of Screening Plant,

Tailing Dam, 
-Slurry- 

pipeline corridor & water Pipeline corridor at Donimalai of lws

Natiorial Minerals 
-Development 

Corporation Limited, Donimalai, Sandur (FC Online

Application No. FP/KA/OTHERSI|457612015) vide letter under Ref (1)'

Further, the Principal chief conservator of Forests (Forest Conservation), Bangalore

and the Chief Conservator of Forests, Ballari Circle, Ballari have directed undersigned to

submit details of information as sought by Govemment of lndia vide letter under Ref (3) &

(4). In this regard, the undersigned has directed the field officers and the User Agency to

rut-it tt " 
information vide letter under Ref (5). The same has been received through

Assistant conservator of Forests, Ballari vide letter under Ref (7). Further, the User Agency

has provided additional information regarding the proposed project vide letter under Ref(8).

Upon perusal of the reports and verification of relevant documents available with the

office of tie ys, I am submitting herewith following information as sought by Govemment of

India;
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ReplySL

No.
Particulars

It is observed from the reports of the User

Agency that, the proposed project of

construction of Screening Plant, Tailing Dam,

Slurry pipeline Corridor & Water Pipeline

Corridor at Donimalai by ItOs. National Minerals

Development Corporation Limited, Donimalai

involving diversion of 75.92 hectares of Forest

Land is a standalone project/activity and it is not

ancillary activities of Minhg.

Refereeing to the proceedings of a meeting of the

Committee constituted by the MoEF&CC held

tluring 24ft - 25ft October, 2016 for grant of

Environment Clearance, the UA has stated that

tle proposed activity is independent of mining.

Here in the committee was of the view that'the

proposal needs to be transfeneil to the EAC

(Industry Sector) as the proposal is only for the

beneficiation process which is outside the lease

area and the project proposal falls in Schedule

2(b) as per the provisions of the EIA

Notification, 2006'. (Minutes of the meeting are

The justification submitted by the User Agency

enclosed as Annexu re-I(A) & I(B)

is enclosed as Ann

0

The User Agency has aPPlied the

instant proposal under the other

category in PARIVESH Portal
instead of Mining Category. The

components mentioned for

diversion seems to the ancillarY

activities of Mining. In this

regard the State Govt. may

provide its Justifi cation.

The proposed activities are not part of the ear

approved Mining Plan of Donimalai hon Ore

Mine (ML 2396). The proposed project of

construction of Screening Plant, Tailing Dam,

Slurry pipeline Corridor & Water Pipeline

Corridor at Donimalai by IWs. National Minerals

Development Corporation Limited, Donimalai

involving diversion of 75.92 hectares of Forest

Land is a standalone projecVactivity and it is not

lier

activities of Mininancl

iD

From the documents submitted bY

the State Gor.t it is not clear that

whether these activities were

already part of the earlier

approved Mining Plan (ML

No.2396).

Extent

obtained under

Forest

Clearance (In

ha

Extent

obtained under

MMRD (Inha)

s1.

No.

ML
No.

608.00597.541

34t.20639.802 1111

NMDC Ltd. Donimalai is having two operational

mining leases in the area the details of which are

as follows: -

The above approvals under MMRD of both

leases are enclosed as exure-II

The State Govt. is requested to

submit the detail of total mining

lease of the entire Area.
iiD

2396



The State Gow. is requested to

submit the details of total Forest

land involved in the entire Mining

lease and the details regarding

how much Forest Area has

already been diverted.

NMDC Ltd., Donimalai Complex is having two

operational mining leases in the area the details

of which are as follows: -

atea

are enclosed as exure-III.

sl.

No.

ML
No

Extent

obtained

under

Forest

Clearance

Un-
diverte

d land

2396 608.00

1111

Total Forest

land involved
which approved

under MMRD
(In ha)

503.51

(487.01 ha

+16.50 ha

outside lease

341.20 162.31

1 608.00

v)

The State Govemment ls

requested to submit the approved

mining plan and valid documents

including the lease period.

The approved Mining Plan of both the mines i.e.

Donimalai Iron Ore Mine (ML No. 2396) &
Kumaraswamy kon Ore Mine (ML No. 1111)

along with the valid lease documents are

enclosed as Annexure-IV (a) & fV(b).

vi)

The State Government may

clarify whether the instant

proposal is part of the old
proposal which was ganted

Stage-II approval vide this

Ministry's letter No.8-107/91-FC

dt.06.02.2009. KML file for the

entire area of lease along with the

separate file of non-forest area

with the lease shall be provided.

No, the instant proposal of construction of

Screening Plant, Tailing Dam, Slurry pipeline

Corridor 8L Water Pipeline Corridor at

Donimalai by ltrf/s. National Minerals

Development Corporation Limited, Donimalai

involving diversion of 75.92 hectares of Forest

Land is a standalone prqject/activity, is not part

of the old proposal which was granted Stage-II

approval vide this Ministry's letter No.8-107/91-

FC dt.06.02.2009.

There is no link b/w the present proposal with

the referred proposal for which Stage-II approval

was ganted vide MoEF&CC letter No. 8-

l07lgl-Fc Dt. 06.02.2009. The approval

referred here in is for mining at Donimalai hon

Ore Mine (ML No.2396).

KML file for the entire area of lease (Donimalai

kon Ore Mine; ML No. 2396) along with the

separate file of non-forest area with the leases

are enclosed as Annexure-V.

vii)

The CB ratio uploaded by the

User Agency has not been verified

/ signed by the Competent

Authority in the Forest

department. Moreover, it shows

higher value and shall be re-

The User Agency has submitted the revised CB

ratio as per the Guidelines issued by the

MoEF&CC, New Delhi vide letter Dt.

28.03.2019. Copy of the same is enclosed as

Annexure-VI.

ir)

The above Forest Clearance copies ofboth leases

2



verified by the State Govemment.

In this regard the State Govt. is

requested to submit the revised

CB ratio approved as Per the latest

lines.

The Revised CA scheme (Based on the CSSR-

2O2O-21 Rates) for 12 years is enclosed as

gible copy of the same is

uploaded.

Annexure-Vll. A leviii)

The CA scheme for 12 Years ls

uploaded in the PARTVESH

portal and the same is not legible.

In this regard a legible coPY of
CA scheme may be uploaded in

PARMESH by the State

Govemment.

Extent
in Ha.

&

Details of CA
land (Sy. No.sl.

No.

Name of
Project

283.00

49.00

112.00

73.00

37.50

129, Gudekote

909, Gudekote

236,Halasagar

488, Halasagar

1 Kochi

1

Donimalai

Iron Ore

Mine (ML
No.2396)

554.50Total CA area

CA land details with regard to the Stage-II FC in

respect of Donimalai Iron Ore Mine (ML No.

2396) grarted approval vide Ministry's letter no.

8-107/1991-FC dated: 06.02.2009 are as

following;

M/s NMDC Ltd. (ML No. 2396) was assigned

608 ha for mining related activities vide Stage-II

approval of Ministry letter No. 8-107/1991-FC

Dt.06.02.2009.

However, the UA was stipulated (vide

Govemment of Kamataka vide order No. FEE

6l FFM 2013 Dt.01.02.2014) to raise

Compensatory Afforestation over 554.50 IIa of
non-forest land for the reason that 53.50 Ha of
leased land for which FC has been granted was

already Broken Up area.

the Details non-forest CA land provided by the

UA over which the Department has raised

Plantation are as follows;

KML file of the CA areas w.r.t the earlier

granted Stage-II approval vide this Ministry's

letter No. 8-107/1991-FC Dt. 06.02.2009 are

enclosed as Annexure-VIII.

i")

The present status and KML file
of the CA areas w.r.t the earlier

granted Stage-II approval vide

this Ministry's letter no. 8-

107 I l99l-R C Dt.06.02.2009 m,ay

be forwarded to the Ministry.



x)

The complete compliance of the

earlier diverted area i.e 608ha

which was granted Stage-II / final

approval vide this Ministry's
letter no. 8-107/91-FC

dt.06.02.2009 may be submitted

b the Stato Government

Copy of the compliance report of the earlier

diverted areas of 608 Ha (DIOM) which was

granted Stage-II approval vide MoEF letter No.

8-107/91-FC Dt. 06.02.2009 and subsequent

Order ofthe GoK vide No. FEE 154 FFM 2008

Dt. 25.08.2011 as submitted vide letter

Dt.21.03.2020 is enclosed as re-IX.

xi)

The Compensatory Afforestation

has been proposed over C&D

class over Non-Forest Revenue

land equal 10 the forest land being

diverted. But the proposed CA

land is reported to be not suitable

for carrying out plantation. As

per the existing Rules and

Guidelines number of plants to be

planted over non-Fotest land

identified for CA shall be at least

1000 plants per hectare. In this

regard, the State Golt. is

requested to identifli the degraded

forest land where the balanced

seedling can be planted and

forward the KML files of the site

this Ministry with the revised CA

Scheme.

CA Land identified for the instant proposal for

diversion of 75.92 Ha of Forest Land is not

suitable for afforestation (Revised Suitability

Certificate issued as directed at Clarification No.

xlr).

Thus, as per Clarification issued by the GoI in

Para2.4 of FC Guidelines, double the extent of

degraded Forest Land identif,red at Sy. No. 243

to 261,263,264,265 & 296 of Boppalapura

Village of Hagari Bommana (HB) Halli taluk,

Huvinahadagali Range, Ballari District over an

extent of 151.84 Ha. The KML file of the

degraded forest land and revised CA scheme are

enclosed as Annexure-X.

xii)

The Site suitability certificate

submitted by the Concemed DFO

mentions about an area of 451.228

Ha, but the area requirement for

CA is instant proposal is 7 5.92Ha.

In this regard, a revised site

suitability may be submitted and

clear recommendation for the CA

area over non-forest land may be

provided. From the perusal of
documents, it is not understood

that why the CA suitability

certificate of 451.228 Ha. has

been submitted.

The Revised CA Suitability Certificate for 75.92

Ha of Non-Forest revenue land (C&D) is

enclosed as Annexure-XI.

Initial CA Suitability was for issued for 451.228

as the UA (N/s NMDC) had proposed the said

Non-Forest land area for multiple diversion

proposals as detailed below;

sl.
No

Area
id€ntlfied

at

Total
Area in
Sy.No.

Extetrt of cA
lsnd Idetrtilied

lD Ih

I

Sy No. 295

of
Appenahall

i village,
Kudligi
Taluk,

Ballari

District

Forest Area
identili€d for
the specific

l) Divetsion of
235.64 h^ fot
Regularizatton

and

inftastructures,

2) Diversion of
I59.01 ha for
Mining
(AdditioDal area

for ML
No.l11l)

3) Diversion of
75.92 ha for

Screening

Plant, Tailing

Dam etc.

235.648

159.01

(Remaining

I 9.348 Ha area

identified in Sy.

No.432 of

(in

451.228

56.572



Disxict

Kasapura

Village, Kudligi
taluk, Ballari

451.23Totrl

Stating that existing mines o

and related infrastructure are

Area and thus to optimise their utility the

proposed forest land for the screening plant is

selected.

The UA has justified selection of instant forest

land (75.92 Ha in Donimalai Block of Sandur

South Range) as same is selected upon

reconnaissance survey and evaluation of all

altemative possibilities. The UA has stated that

they were bound to select instant Forest Area for

the proposed project as there are no revenue

landi available in the immediate vicinity &

situating the said project in any other non-forest

land and connecting the same to the existing

facilities of NMDC would flrther involve

diversion of forest land..

Further, referring to various reasons for selecting

the said Forest Land for the proposed screening

plant (vide letter D1.15.09.2021) the UA has

iequested for consider the proposed forest land

for diversion.

The justification provided by lWs NMDC Ltd in

this regard are enclosed as Annexure-Xll

f lWs NMDC Ltd

situated in Forest

xiii)

The proposal is not site sPecific

and it is requested to exPlore non-

forest area for establishing the

proposed structures. The details

about the altemate sites exPlored

and identified for the instant

proposal by the State Govemment

shall be submitted.

This is for your kind information and needful action.
Yours Fai v,

Deputy Conservator

Ballari Division, B

Forests,
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE 

(IMPACT ASSESSMENT DIVISION) 

NON-COAL MINING SECTOR 

 

*****  

 

SUMMARY RECORD OF 11th MEETING OF THE RECONSTITUTED COMMITTEE OF THE 

EXPERT APPRAISAL COMMITTEE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL APPRAISAL OF MINING 

PROJECTS CONSTITUTED UNDER EIA NOTIFICATION, 2006. 

 

 The Eleventh meeting of the Reconstituted Expert Appraisal Committee for 

Environmental Appraisal of Mining Projects (Non-Coal) of the Ministry of Environment, Forest 

and Climate Change was held during October 24-25, 2016. The list of participants is 

annexed. 

 

 After welcoming the Committee Members, discussion on each of the Agenda Items 

was taken up ad-seriatim. 

 

Item No. 1: 

 

Day 1: October 24, 2016 [Monday] 

 

 (1.1). Circulation of the Minutes of the 10th EAC Meeting 

 

The Minutes of the 10th Meeting of EAC held during September 19-20, 2016 were 

circulated. 

 

(1.2). Standardization of EC conditions w.r.t. Non-coal mining sector 

 

The Committee deliberated the Standardization of EC conditions in Non-coal mining 

sector and the details of EC condition is annexed at Annexure II. The Committee is of the 

view that the project specific condition may be discussed during appraisal of individual 

project and the Committee may suggest the specific conditions for that project. The 

Standard condition  

 

(1.3). Issues related to replenishment study on the sand/bajri mining projects 

 

The member Secretary informed that the matter was examined in the Ministry w.r.t. 

replenishment study and noted that the Ministry has issued the terms of reference and inter-

alia mentioned a condition that the Project Proponent shall conduct a detailed replenishment 

study and submit the report along with the EIA/EMP. However, the Project Proponent has 

made a theoretical study based on Dendy Bolton’s Replenishment Study. In view of the 

above, the Ministry requested the EAC to recommend the amount of production on yearly 

U Praveen
Typewritten Text
Annexure-1A
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basis based on a duly conducted scientific replenishment study before recommending 

Environmental Clearance. Accordingly the proposal to discuss the replenishment study issues 

related to sand/bajri mining projects is placed in this meeting.   

 

The Committee deliberated the issues and  opined that Replenishment of the sand is a 

natural process in the perennial rivers. The sand moves along with the water streams and is 

deposited in the void created in the mined out areas. Replenishment rates vary depending 

on nature of watershed, nature of soil and rainfall etc. and mining beyond the natural 

replenishment rate results into damage of river bed leading to adverse environmental 

consequences.  

 

Mining proposals under the category of river mining are received for Environmental 

Clearance mainly from States such as Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, 

Jammu and Kashmir, Haryana, Bihar and Rajasthan. Analysis of these proposals reveal one 

fundamental difference between proposals received from Rajasthan and proposals received 

from other states i.e. the proposals of sand mining from Rajasthan are not in perennial 

rivers. These are, in effect, paleo sand deposits and are not replenished annually during 

monsoon season. The mined out areas are not replenished adequately and may turn into 

permanent depressions. The sand mining proposals from other states are in perennial rivers 

and are, therefore, replenished during monsoons. Such annual replenishments raise the 

river bed at certain places along the river and need to be mined to avoid threat of floods 

during subsequent monsoon season.  

 

The Ministry has published the sustainable sand mining guidelines and recommends 

the condition that ‘Project Proponent shall decrease / stop the mining of Sand, Bajri and 

Boulder, in case the replenishment is lower than the approved rate of production, till the 

replenishment is completed’. These guidelines are being uniformly applied to all cases of 

sand mining irrespective of whether the projects are in areas of paleo sand deposits 

(Example: in Rajasthan) or on beds of perennial rivers of Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, 

Uttar Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Haryana, Bihar etc.). 

 

The EIA/EMP reports on sand mining proposals estimate replenishment rates based on 

theoretical Dendy–Boltan formula and not on actual replenishment studies. The Dendy-

Boltan formula is not very useful to estimate replenishment rates at a particular stretch of a 

river. Its application to cases such as those of Rajasthan, where river is not perennial, is 

even more problematic. In view of the above, there is a need, therefore, to treat the river 

sand mining proposals from Rajasthan differently from those of other states.  

 

The Committee deliberated the issues w.r.t. replenishment study for the sand/bajari 

mining projects received from the various States. The Committee recommended the 

following:- 

 

a) In case of Sand/Bajri mining projects from the State of Rajasthan, Project 

Proponents shall first conduct a scientific replenishment study and submit the 

report before the EAC for further consideration of amount of production for 
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mining of sand/bajari on yearly basis. Therefore, the Committee deferred all 

such sand/bajri mining proposals of State of Rajasthan. 

 

b) The sand mining proposals from other States namely Uttarakhand, Himachal 

Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Haryana, and Bihar wherein there 

are perennial rivers and are, therefore, replenished during monsoons. Such 

annual replenishments raise the river bed at certain places along the river and 

need to be mined to avoid threat of floods during subsequent monsoon season. 

The Committee is of the view that in such States like Uttarakhand, Uttar 

Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Haryana and Bihar the 

replenishment study is not required at the time of EC application and PP shall 

submit the replenishment study after 02 years of grant of EC.  

 

(1.4):  Visit of mines by the EAC Committee 

 

 The EAC has recommended that the Ministry may like to arrange the visit of small 

groups of EAC to different types of mines in the Country to see the mining operations and 

observe the various mitigation measures being taken by the Project Proponents.   

 

Item No. 2: 

 

 (2.1): Construction of new Screening & Beneficiation plant –II, slime disposal 

pipeline- 1&2, Tailing dam -1&2 at Donimalai and Kumaraswamy Iron Ore 

Mines of M/s NMDC Ltd. located at District Bellary, Karanataka (10MTPA) 

(Consultant: M/s Mecon Limited)-Consideration of EC 

 

  The Proposal is for Construction of new Screening & Beneficiation plant-II,  Slime 

disposal pipeline-1 & 2, Tailing dam-1 & 2 at Donimalai for Donimalai and Kumaraswamy 

Iron Ore Mines of M/s. NMDC Limited, Bellary District, Karnataka state (10 MTPA). The 

Project is located between Latitude: 15º02’ to 15º6’30” N and Longitude: 76º36’ to 

76º38’30” E. respectively. Study area falls within the Survey of India Toposheet No. 

D43E12 (old no: 57 A/12. The Project is located in Seismic zone-II. 

   

  The proposal is for environmental clearance of Construction of new Screening & 

Beneficiation Plant –II, slime disposal pipeline- 1&2, Tailing dam -1&2 at Donimalai and 

Kumaraswamy Iron Ore with production capacity of 10MTPA.The mine lease area is 75.92 

ha.Total mine lease of 75.92 ha is forest land.  

 

  The Committee deliberated at length and based on the information furnished and 

discussions held, the Committee was of the view that the proposal needs to be 

transferred to the EAC (Industry Sector) as the proposal is only for the 

beneficiation process which is outside the lease area and the project proposal falls in 

Schedule 2(b)as per the provisions of the EIA Notification, 2006.  

 

(2.1): Construction of new Screening & Beneficiation plant –II, slime disposal 

pipeline- 1&2, Tailing dam -1&2 at Donimalai and Kumaraswamy Iron Ore 

Mines of M/s NMDC Ltd. located at District Bellary, Karanataka (10MTPA)

(Consultant: M/s Mecon Limited)-Consideration of EC

The Committee deliberated at length and based on the information furnished and 

discussions held, the Committee was of the view that the e proposal nal needs s to be 

transferred d to o the e EAC C (Industry y Sector) r) as s the e proposal al is is only ly for r the 

beneficiation process which is outside the lease area and the project proposal falls in 

Schedule 2(b)as per the provisions of the EIA Notification, 2006.
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1 

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 

Impact Assessment Division 

(Industry-I Sector) 

SUMMARY RECORD OF THE NINETEENTH (19th) MEETING OF EXPERT 

APPRAISAL COMMITTEE HELD ON 8TH – 9TH JUNE 2017 FOR ENVIRONMENTAL 

APPRAISAL OF INDUSTRY-I SECTOR PROJECTS CONSTITUTED UNDER EIA 

NOTIFICATION, 2006. 

 The nineteenth meeting of the Expert Appraisal Committee (EAC) for Industry-I Sector 

as per the provisions of the EIA Notification, 2006 for Environmental Appraisal of Industry-I 

Sector Projects was held on 8th – 9th June 2017 in the Ministry of Environment, Forest and 

Climate Change.  The list of participants is annexed. 

19.1 After welcoming the Committee Members, discussion on each of the agenda items was 

taken up ad-seriatim.  

19.2 Confirmation of the minutes of the 18th Meeting 

 The minutes of the 18th meeting, as circulated were confirmed subject to following 

modifications:  

Item 18.14: Expansion Proposal for Upgradation & Modernization in Agro Pulping 

capacity 165 Ton Bleached Pulp paper per day and Expansion in Hard wood pulping 

Capacity (from 60 Ton to 200 Ton Bleached pulp per day) conventional Chemical Recovery 

Plant (from 230 Ton to 580 Ton Black Liqior solids per day) & Co-Generation Plant (from 

17.5 MW to 28 MW) at village saila khurd, tehisil Garhshanker, District Hoshiarpur, 

Punjab by M/s Kuantum Papers Limited. [Proposal No. IA/PB/IND/24304/2014, File No. J-

11011/344/2008-IA.II(I)] - (Environmental Clearance for Expansion) 

For Read 

23.0 After detailed presentation by PP 

along with their EIA consultant J. M. Enviro 

Net Pvt. Ltd the committee noted that the 

production capacity of the plant remains same 

but the hardwood pulp is proposed to increase 

in place of Agro pulp; the proponent has laid 

13 km pipeline for supply of treated effluent 

for irrigation of about 2080 Ha; the specific 

water consumption is proposed to reduce 

from 60 m3/t to 50 m3/T; proposed to use pet 

coke in the CPP; possibility of accumulation 

of halo organs in the irrigation area by the 

treated effluent; New  CRP  for recovery of 

caustic to handle black liquor from wood 

pulping street etc. 

23.0 After detailed presentation by PP 

along with their EIA consultant J. M. Enviro 

Net Pvt. Ltd the committee noted that the 

production capacity of the plant remains same 

but the hardwood pulp is proposed to increase 

in place of imported pulp; the proponent has 

laid 13 km pipeline for supply of treated 

effluent for irrigation of about 2080 Ha; the 

specific water consumption is proposed to 

reduce from 60 m3/t to 50 m3/T; proposed to 

use pet coke in the CPP; possibility of 

accumulation chloro organics in the irrigation 

area by the treated effluent should be 

constantly monitored and measures to 

minimize the same should be adopted; New  

CRP  for recovery of caustic to handle black 

liquor from wood pulping etc. 

 

U Praveen
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after due consideration of ground water situation. Since the permission letter by the State 

authorities was in local language (Kannada), the PP was asked to submit authenticated English or 

Hindi translated version of the approval letter of withdrawal of groundwater from the State 

Authority.  After deliberation, the committee asked the PP to submit i) Authenticated translated 

copy (in English or Hindi) of the approval of withdrawal of groundwater from State Authority; 

and ii) Certificate from RO, MoEF&CC on compliance of conditions stipulated in the above-

mentioned ground water permission issued by the State Authorities for further consideration. 

13.0 The PP submitted the authenticated translated copy (in English or Hindi) of the approval 

of withdrawal of groundwater from State Authority; and certificate from RO, MoEF&CC on 

compliance of conditions stipulated in the above-mentioned ground water permission issued by 

the State Authorities based on the site visit made by RO, Bengaluru on 2nd May 2017. 

14.0 After detailed deliberations, the committee was satisfied with the site inspection report 

and opined that the expansion of sponge iron can be made from 1.20 LTPA to 1.50 LTPA 

instead of 1.65 LTPA by optimizing the operations and changing the raw material mix (i.e. use 

of iron ore pellets instead of conventional iron ore). The committee recommended for expansion 

of the proposal with following specific conditions along with the any other conditions prescribed 

by the ministry: 

i. The increase in production of sponge iron shall be allowed from 1.20 to 1.5 LTPA 

ii. An additional plantation shall be carried with 7500 plants including 5000 plants inside 

the premises and 2500 plant outside the premises (public places) in the first year of the 

expansion of the project. 

19.7 Greenfield Beneficiation plant-II(10MTPA), slime disposal pipeline-1 & 2, Tailing 

dam-1 & 2 for Donimalai and Kumaraswamy Iron Ore Mines by M/s. NMDC Ltd, 

located at Donimalai Iron Ore Complex, Village Narsingpura, Taluk Sandur, District 

Bellary, Karnataka [Proposal No. IA/KA/IND/61156/2014, F. No. J-11015/125/2014-

IA.II(M)]- Further Consideration for Environmental Clearance. 

1.0 The proponent has made online application vide proposal no. IA/KA/IND/61156/2014, 

dated 21st December 2016 along with copies of EIA/EMP report seeking environmental 

clearance under the provisions of the EIA Notification, 2006 for the project mentioned above. 

The proposed project activity is listed at Sl. No. 2(b) Mineral Beneficiation under Category "A" 

EIA Notification 2006. 

2.0 The Proposed 10 MTPA Capacity Screening & Beneficiation Plant-II, Slime Disposal 

Pipelines and Tailing Dams for Donimalai & Kumaraswamy Iron Ore Mines of M/s NMDC Limited 

is located near Village Narsingapur, Tehsil Sandur, District Bellary, Karnataka. The proposal was 

initially received in the Ministry on 06.09.2014 for obtaining Terms of Reference (ToR) as per EIA 

Notification, 2006. The project was appraised by the Expert Appraisal Committee (Non-Coal 

Mining Projects) during its meeting held on 26.09.2014 and prescribed ToRs to the project for 

undertaking detailed EIA/EMP study for obtaining Environmental Clearance. Accordingly, ToRs to 

the project vide letter No: J-11015/125/2014-IA.II(M) dated 30.10.2014 were prescribed for the 

project area of 39.320 Ha. 

 

19.7 Greenfield Beneficiation plant-II(10MTPA), slime disposal pipeline-1 & 2, Tailing 

dam-1 & 2 for Donimalai and Kumaraswamy Iron Ore Mines by M/s. NMDC Ltd, 

located at Donimalai Iron Ore Complex, Village Narsingpura, Taluk Sandur, District 

Bellary, Karnataka [Proposal No. IA/KA/IND/61156/2014, F. No. J-11015/125/2014-

IA.II(M)]- Further Consideration for Environmental Clearance.
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3.0 Subsequently, M/s. NMDC Limited requested MoEF&CC for amendment of ToRs vide 

letter No. NMDC/ENV/SBP-II/EC/2015/2544 dated 18.8.2015 due to increase of area from 39.320 

ha to 75.920 ha. The amendment proposal was considered by the Reconstituted EAC (Non-Coal 

Mining Projects) during its 37th meeting held on 27.08.2015 and recommended the amendment for 

the increase in project area to 75.920 ha. MoEFCC vide letter dated 28.09.2015 issued amendment 

for preparation of EIA and EMP report as per the amended ToRs. 

 

4.0 The project of M/s. NMDC Limited is located near Village Narsingapur, Tehsil Sandur, 

District Bellary, Karnataka for setting up of a new greenfield Iron Ore Screening cum Beneficiation 

Plant-II for production of 10 MTPA. The plant is for processing of iron ore received from nearby 

operating Donimalai and Kumaraswamy Iron Ore Mines of M/s NMDC.  

 

5.0 The total land required for the project is 75.92 Ha and the entire land is forestland and falls 

within Donimalai Reserve Forest. Out of 75.92 Ha of land, the land required for screening cum 

beneficiation plant-II is 12.96 Ha, tailing dam-1 is 40.25 Ha, tailing dam-2 is 22.25 Ha and pipeline 

is 0.46 Ha. No river passes through the project area. It has been reported that the project site is 

located on slope of hill, seasonal drainage channels passes through the site. Therefore, it is proposed 

to construct diversion channels along rims of tailing ponds to divert water away from tailings 

maintaining the overall drainage pattern. The seasonal drainage channels will be integrated into 

plants’ storm water drainage system. 

6.0 It was informed that M/s NMDC Limited has submitted online application vide proposal no. 

FP/KA/OTHERS/14576/2015 for obtaining Forest Clearance on 11.08.2015 for the forestland 

involved in the proposal. The application was accepted by Nodal Officer, Forest Department, 

Bangalore on 06.06.2016.  

 

7.0 The topography of the area being on slope of a hill/escarpment that lies between 15003’55” 

N to 15003’35” N Latitude and 76030’10” E to 76036’29” E Longitude in Survey of India Topo 

Sheet No. D/43 and E/12, at an elevation of 684 m to 726 m above MSL. It has been reported that 

there is no human settlement present in the core zone of the project. Hence no Resettlement & 

Rehabilitation is involved in the project. 

8.0 No National park/ Wildlife sanctuary/ Biosphere reserve/ Tiger reserve/ Elephant reserve etc.  

are reported in the core and buffer zone of the project. The authenticated list of flora and fauna 

provided through the Forest Department reporting presence Schedule-I fauna in the study area. 

 

9.0 The iron ore of size less than 100 mm will be screened in primary and secondary screens and 

ore of size (-) 30 mm and (+) 6 mm size will be obtained as CLO ore and (-) 6 mm size as Fine ore 

during dry process. Both products will be sent to loading yard through respective conveying system. 

During wet circuit, water will be added at primary screen level. The wash water contains micro fines 

which will be recovered in beneficiation circuit consisting of classifier, hydro-cyclones, dewatering 

screens, hi-rated thickeners, horizontal belt filters, etc. The tailings generated in the process will be 

sent to proposed tailing ponds. 

 

10.0 The targeted production capacity of the plant would be10 MTPA (7 MTPA in 1st phase and 

10 MTPA in 2nd phase). The proposed plant will process 10 MTPA of ore to yield 4.55 MTPA of 

calibrated lump ore and 5.213 MTPA of fine ore. About 0.237 MTPA of iron ore tailings will be 
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generated as waste. The ore for the proposed plant would be received from existing iron ore mines 

of M/s NMDC Limited at Kumaraswamy & Donimalai through covered conveyors only. The 

products CLO and Fine ore will be sent to loading yard through covered conveyors only. 

 

11.0 The water requirement of the project is estimated as 60,984 m3/day, out of which 8,787 

m3/day of fresh water requirement will be obtained from the Taranagar Dam from the existing 

allotment of Donimalai Mines. The remaining requirement of 52,197 m3/day will be met from 

recycling effluents.  

 

12.0 The power requirement of the project is estimated as 1.5 MW, which will be obtained from 

the grid. 

 

13.0 Baseline environmental studies were conducted during winter season of 2014-15 i.e. from 5-

12-2014 to 27-02-15. Ambient Air Quality (AAQ) monitoring has been carried out at 10 locations 

and the data submitted indicated that PM10 ranges from 97 to 43μg/m3, SO2 ranges from 5.8 to 3.6 

μg/m3 and NOx ranges from 24.5 μg/ m3 to 10 μg/ m3. The source monitoring studies for respirable 

dust carried out at 6 locations and personal sampling studies for respirable dust carried at 11 

locations at existing Donimalai Iron Ore Mine during November 2015. The time weighted average 

of dust concentration is found to be varying from 0.37 to 1.69 mg/m3 which is below the threshold 

limit of 3 mg/m3. The fugitive dust monitoring carried out at Donimalai Iron Ore Mine during 

summer season 2016 found that the level of particulate matter is varying from 288 to 352 µg/m3 

which is well below the permissible limit of 1200 µg/m3. Similarly, the regular AAQ monitoring 

studies at Donimalai mine indicated that the levels of PM10 & PM2.5 are well within the NAAQ 

standards. No case of occupational diseases like Silicosis has been reported at existing Donimalai 

and Kumaraswamy mines of NMDC. 

 

14.0 The air quality modelling has indicated that there will be very marginal increase in dust 

levels due to additional vehicular traffic as raw and finished ore will be despatched by covered 

conveyors. The crushed ore from Donimalaiand Kumaraswamy iron ore mines will be stored in 

covered silos at proposed screening Plant-II. Dry fog dust suppression system will be provided in 

the proposed plant at Transfer house-3, 4, 5 & 6, Silo building, primary, secondary & tertiary screen 

building and tertiary crusher building. The water requirement for DFDS will be 24 LPM and 

compressed air will be 480 CFM.  

15.0 Ground water quality has been monitored in 4 locations in the study area and analysed. pH: 

7.6 to 8.0, Total hardness: 660 to 980 mg/L, Chlorides: 146 to 327 mg/L, Fluoride: 0.8 to 0.9 mg/L, 

Heavy metal are within limits except total hardness. Surface water samples were analysed from 3 

locations in the study area during winter season 2016. pH 7.52 to 8.42, D.O: 5.82 to 6.8 mg/l, BOD: 

<1 mg/l are within limits. 

16.0 M/s NMDC has been carrying out regular monitoring of phreatic surface and water quality at 

Donimalai and Kumaraswamy iron ore mines at 22 locations once in a season. Adequate number of 

check dams, check bunds has been constructed on various nalla at Donimalai to control flow of 

suspended solids during rainy season. The garland drains will be constructed along the rims of the 

proposed tailing ponds to divert storm water away from the tailings. No ground water withdrawal is 

envisaged in the proposal. 
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17.0 Ambient Noise levels are in the range of 46.7 to 56.3 dB(A) for daytime and 40.5 to 52.7 

dB(A) for night time. 

 

18.0 It has been reported that there are no villages in the core zone of the project. No R&R is 

involved.  

 

19.0 The iron ore tailings will be generated from beneficiation process. The equipments such as 

classifiers, de-sliming cyclones, densifying cyclones, horizontal belt filters and thickeners have been 

considered in the beneficiation circuit. As per process, for feed rate of 1800 TPH, only, 2.38% of 

slimes will be generated which contains 43.01% Fe. The quantity of tailings expected to be 

generated is 0.1666 MTPA (69,417 m3) during Phase I and 0.238 MTPA (99,167 m3) in Phase-II. 

The tailings will be discharged into proposed 2 no. s of tailing ponds located nearby Screening 

plant-II. The tailings will be pumped to tailing ponds through two pipelines, one of 200 m length 

and, the other 1110m long. The life of tailing dams 1 & 2 is 24 years and 13 years respectively and 

the tailing dam-2 will be commissioned initially and after filing of this dam, tailing dam-1 will be 

commissioned. It has been mentioned that the pumping arrangements will be made at Tailing pond 

in such a way that the slime will be discharged at one end and clear water available at other end will 

be pumped back to the re-circulation water tank for re-use.  The tailing dams completely filled with 

tailings will be taken up for reclamation in a scientific manner and suitable biological measures will 

be adopted to convert it into forest. The tailings in tailing dam will be always in moist to avoid 

generation of dust. 

 

20.0 The Public hearing for the proposed project was held on 10.03.2016 under the chairmanship 

of Additional Deputy Commissioner, Bellary District. The issues raised during public hearing inter 

alia include pollution & consequences of pollution; depletion of water resources; employment; 

extension of NMDC’s medical facilities to local villagers; etc. The project proponent along with 

time bound action plan including financial allocation to implement the same with an amount of 

Rs1,000 lakhs (2.5% of project cost) has been earmarked under Enterprise Social Commitment 

based on public hearing issues. 

 

21.0 The capital cost of the project is Rs.399.75 Crores and Rs.51.96 crores as capital cost for 

environmental protection measures is proposed. The annual recurring cost towards environmental 

protection measures is Rs.83.0 Lakhs. The detailed CSR plan has been provided in the EMP in its 

page number 112 to 119. The employment generation from the proposed project is 81. 

 

22.0 Green belt will be developed in 11.457 Ha of proposed screening cum beneficiation plant 

area of 12.991 Ha, which is about 88 % of the total beneficiation plant area. A 100-m wide green 

belt, consisting of at least 3 tiers around the plant boundary will be developed as green belt and 

green cover as per CPCB guidelines. 23,200 saplings will be planted in 46.457 Ha in 1st year. Once 

tailing ponds are filled up, 1600 trees/Ha will be planted in Tailing pond area. 11,200 saplings will 

be planted in 7.00 Ha in 15thyear at Tailing Pond-II.  22,800 saplings will be planted in 14.290 Ha in 

39th year at Tailing Pond-I. 

23.0 The proponent has mentioned that there is no court case or violation under EIA Notification 

to the project or related activity. 
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24.0  The proposal was considered by EAC (Non-Coal Mining) during its 11th meeting held on 

24.10.2016 and decided to transfer the proposal to Industry Sector, as it is a standalone beneficiation 

plant outside the lease area and the project proposal falls in schedule 2(b), as per provisions of EIA 

notification, 2006. 

25.0 The proposal was therefore, considered by the EAC (Industry-1) in its 13th meeting held on 

24/11/2016 and the project proponent and their accredited EIA consultant M/s Mecon Limited made 

a detailed presentation on the salient features of the project.  

26.0 Based on the presentation made and discussions held, the Committee noted that the 

proponent has not complied with the ToR No. 21, 26 and 30. In addition, information on the 

following would also be required for further consideration of the project proposal: 

(i) Management and disposal of tailings and closure plan of the tailing pond, if any, after the 

project is over. 

(ii) Biological as well as health impact of fines and other dust generated in the plant should be 

studied with reference to National and International Standards (WHO and ILO standards 

including CPCB norms). The proposed mitigation measures with EMP should also be 

provided. 

(iii) The project proponent shall address the discrepancies pointed out by the committee in the 

public hearing statement, and submit a revised statement after correcting the discrepancies. 

(iv) Public hearing points raised and commitment of the project proponent on the same along 

with time bound action plan including financial allocation to implement the same should be 

submitted. 

 

27.0 In view of the location of the project in forestland, the Committee desired that a sub-

committee shall visit the site at the earliest and submit their recommendation for further 

consideration of the project. Accordingly vide Ministry’s reference O.M No: F. No-IA-L-

11015/125/2014-I.A-II(M) dated 3/4/2017, the sub-committee visited the proposed project site 

between 15th to 17th May, 2017. The sub-committee visited existing mining operations carried out by 

NMDC at Donimalai and crushing plant, 1.2 MTPA Pellet plant and Loading plant and proposed 

site of Screening cum beneficiation plant-II and Tailing pond locations.  

28.0 The project proponent vide letter dated 23/5/2017 also submitted details for the Additional 

Information Sought ADS. The sub-committee submitted its report to MoEF&CC. The sub-

committee of EAC has expressed their satisfaction on the compliance of environmental measures in 

the existing project and proposed project location. 

 

29.0  The PP has made detailed presentation along with EIA consultant. The committee noted 

that NMDC operating beneficiation plant nearby using tailing already accumulated in the area 

and the accumulated tailing will exhaust in 10 years. 

30.0 After detailed deliberations, the committee recommended for grant of environmental 

clearance after receipt of stage-I clearance of Forestland involved in the project subject to 

g its 11th 24.0 The proposal was considered by EAC (Non-Coal Mining) during its 11 meeting held on 

24.10.2016 and decided to transfer the proposal to Industry Sector, as it is a standalone beneficiation 

plant outside the lease area and the project proposal falls in schedule 2(b), as per provisions of EIA 

notification, 2006.

30.0 After detailed deliberations, the committee recommended for grant of environmental 

clearance after receipt of stage-I clearance of Forestland involved in the project s
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following specific conditions along with other conditions by the ministry while granting the 

clearance. 

i. The PP shall prepare map showing the plantation area along with density. The PP shall 

carryout the gap plantation to increase the density and shall submit the report to Regional 

office of the Ministry.   

ii. The tailings generated by the present plant shall be used by existing beneficiation plant 

established nearby not later than 10 years of commencement of proposed plant. 

 

19.8 Expansion of pig iron production from 0.144 MTPA to 0.216 MTPA by installing a 

new sinter plant of 33 m2 capacity at Parmenahally village, Hiriyur Taluk, 

Chitradurga District, Karnataka by M/s VSL Steel Ltd., [Proposal No. 

IA/KA/IND/64843/2010, F.No. J-11011/901/2008- IA.II (I)] - Extension of validity of 

Environmental Clearance.  

1.0 The proponent has made online application vide proposal no. IA/KA/IND/64843/2010 

dated 22nd May 2017 seeking extension in validity of Environment Clearance under the 

provisions of EIA Notification, 2006 for the project mentioned above.  

2.0 VSL Steels Limited is operating with 0.144 million tonnes per annum (MTPA) Pig Iron 

Plant (Mini Blast Furnace) at Paramenahally Village, Hiriyur Taluk Chitradurga District, 

Karnataka. VSLS was proposed to increase pig iron production capacity from 0.144 to 0.216 

MTPA by installing a new sinter plant of 33 m2 capacity and Environmental Clearance for the 

proposed expansion was obtained vide letter no. J-11011/901/2008-IA.II (I) dated 5th October 

2010. 

3.0 The proposed Sinter Plant construction is completed by 70%.  The raw material for the 

project is sourced from own Captive Iron ore mine i.e. VS Lad Mines near Sandur, Bellary 

District, Karnataka. As the mines in Bellary sector including the VS Lad mine were closed in 

2011, therefore blast furnace operation was stopped in April 2012 which has resulted in paucity 

of funds for continuing the sintered plant and the project completion could not be done. The 

mines are expected to be opened shortly and VSL would like to complete the project erection and 

commission the same. 

4.0 Plant is presently located in an area of 27.05 acres and additional land area of 50 acres of 

government land under survey no. 36 and 37 of Doddaghatta village was acquired for expansion. 

Presently 282 persons working in the plant and an additional manpower of 150 required in the 

expansion. 

5.0 After detailed presentation by PP, the committee asked to submit component wise 

progress of the plant and schedule of the completion. The PP submitted the component wise 

progress of the plant and schedule of the completion vide his letter dated 8.6.2017. After detailed 

deliberation, the committee recommended for extension of validity of EC for further period of 

3 years i.e. up to 4th October 2020. 
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4Ta H7BR/ GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
377 4TE/ MINISTRY OF MINES 

4TRT TA / INDIAN BUREAU OF MINES 

OFFICE OF REGIONAL CONTROLLER OF MINES 

YLARS OF 
CELEBRATIMG THE MAKATA 

E(0a0) 23371627 / 23373227 47T080-23371027 / 23375366/57 
Email ID: ro. bangalore@ibm.gov.in TRTETHTRAT UUTAaYT, 

TTg 560022 

HNg 279 /34/ 88/ BNG 
ai/Date 03/12/2020 

M's. Donimalai Iron Ore Mine. 
NMDC, Limited, Post-Donimalai Township, Ballari District, 
Karmataka-583 118 

Sub: Approval of "Mining Plan including Progressive Mine Closure Plan" in respect of your Donimalai Iron 
ore Mine ( ML No. 2396) over an area of 597.54 Ha (as per CEC Sketch) in Donimalai village, Sandur 

aluk, Ballari District, Karnataka state, submitted for approval under rule 16(1)of MCR, 2016. Public 
sector/ Forest/ Non Captive! 'A' Category Fully Mechanized 

Ref: 1. Your letter No. DNM GEOLDIOM/RU/MP/2020-25/972 dated 01/09/2020 submitting therewith two 

copies of draft Mining Plan. 
2.This office letter of even number dated. 09/10/2020. 

3.Your letter No. DNMCA/Geol/MP/DIOM/2019-23 dated. 02/12/2020 submitting final bound copies 
of the Mining Plan. 

Sirs, 
In exercise of the powers conferred by clause (b) of sub-section (2) of section 5 of the Mines and Minerals 

(Development & Regulation) Act, 1957 read with Govt. of India order No.S.0.445 (E) dated 28.04.1987 and 
S.O.1857 (Edtd.18/0S 2016, I hereby approve the Mining Plan including Progressive Mine Closure Plan in respect 
of Donimalai Iron ore Mine (ML No. 2396) over an area of 597.54 Ha (as per CEC Sketch) in Donimalai village, Sandur Taluk, Ballari District, Karnataka state. This approval is subject to the following conditions: 

. The Mining Plan is approved without prejudice to any other laws applicable to the mine from time to time whether 
made by the Central Government, State Government or any other authority and without prejudice to any order or 
direction from any court of competent jurisdiction. 

2. The proposals shown on the plates and lor given in the document is based on the lease map/Sketch submitted by the applicant lessee and is applicable from the date of approval. 

3. It is clarified that the approval of your aforesaid Mining Plan does not in any way imply the approval of the 
Govemment in terms of any other provisions of the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act 1957 
or the Minerals (Other than Atomic and Hydro Carbon Energy Minerals) Concession Rules, 2016 and any other 
laws including Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 or the rules made there 
under, Mines Act, 1952 and Rules & Regulations made there under. 

4. Indian Bureau of Mines has not undertaken verification of the mining lease boundary on the ground and does not 

undertake any responsibility regarding correctness of the boundaries of the leasehold shown on the ground with 
reference to lease map& other plans furnished by the applicant/ lessee. 

5. At any stage, if it is observed that the information furnished, data incorporated in the document are incorrect or 
misrepresent facts, the approval of the document shall be revoked with immediate effect. 

6. The execution of Mining Plan shall be subjected to vacation of prohibitory orders/ notices, if any. 

Keieved 
eeuved sse y 

Contd...2 
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No, 279/34 88/ BNG 
Next Financial Assurance shall be due for submission on 01 04.2025. 

. he Approval of Mining Plan is strietly confined to the proposals contained within the mining leasehold 
ated as per lease sketch given by the joint survey team constituted by the CEC and duly authenticated by 
he State DMG. I does not convey upproval to the proposats falling outside the Mining l.eaie boundary 
Aval of Mining Plan is without prejudice to the final order of the lon'ble Supreme Court order 
dd. I8704/2013 in W.P. No. 562/2009 and interinm orders passed by the Hon'ble Supreme Court from time 
time in the said W.P. Nos. 25910/2009 and 26083/2009. 

T0. The contents of Circular No: 2/2010 issued by the Chief Controlier of Mines, 1BM, Nagpur vide his letter 
No.I 1013/3/MP:90- CCOM Vol-VII dated 06/04/2010 shall be complied with. 

Copy of Environment Impact Assessment and Environment Management Plan as approved by the MOEF, New 
Delhi in terms of Hon 

Supreme Court order dtd. 20 04/2012 shall be submited to this office along with a 
copy of their approval letter within one month of the date of such approval. 

Environmental Monitoring Cell of the company shall be established. The Monitoring Cell so established 
onitoring ambient air quality. dust fall rate, water quality, soil sample analysis and noise level 

easurenents on various stations established for the purpose both in the core zone and buier zone a pe 
Departiment of Environment guidelines and keeping in view IBM's circular No.3/92, season wise every year or 

gng the services of an Environment Laboratory approved by MOEF CPCB. The data so generated shall 
f aned in a bound paged register kept for the purpose and the same shall be made available to the 

inspecting oflicer on demand. 

n case the mining lease falls within a radius of 10 kms of National Park/ sanctuary, recommendations of NBWL 

have to be obtained as per the Order of Hon'ble Supreme Court in lA No. 460/2004. 

An yearly report shall be submitted to this office before 1" July of every year setting forth the extent ot 
protective and rehabilitative works carried out as envisaged in the approved mine closure plan. 

. The Mining Plan is approved for proposals contained therein and as applicable from the date of approval ot the 

document for the mining activities to be carried out within the mining lease hold. 

6. As per the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India in Writ Petition No.114/2014 dated 08.01.2020, the mining Lease 

holders shall, after ceasing mining operations, undertake re-grassing the mining area and any other area which 
may have been disturbed due to their mining activities and restore the land to a condition which is fit for growth 
of fodder, flora, fauna etc., 

17. The Mining Plan is approved for total Mineral Reserves of 130.63 Million tonnes Iron Ore and the proposals are 
valid for the following period with respective production capacity. 

Y ear Production of Iron Ore in Tonnes 

2020-2021 (Dec-2020 to Mar-2021) 

2021-2022 
2022-2023 

2000000 
7000000 
7000000 

Hrt4Yoursfaithfully, TAT:One copy of approved Mining Plan along with 
Progressive Mine Closure Plan. 

ton/ G C Meena) 
e aT /Regional Controller of Mines 

TTTaT T7 R/Indian Bureau of Mines 
Contd.3 



-3 
HNo. 279 34/88/ BNG 

sffaft ATÝ Copy for kind information to: 
.he Director of Mines & Geology, Govt. of Karnataka, Bangalore, along with a copy ot the approvea nng 
ne Director of Mines Safety, Directorate General of Mines Safety, Bellary Sub- Region, 31, Infantry Road, Cantonment, Bellary - 584104. 
3. The Controller of Mines (SZ), Indian Bureau of Mines, Bangalore along with soft copy in CD form. 
4. Sri. Jagadeeshwar S. M & Sri. D.Somasekhara Reddy QP's , Donimalai Iron Ore Mine, M/s. NMDC Lid., P.O Donimalai, Ballary District, Karnataka State-583 118. 

5. Mine file/ Guard file 

T:As above 

(ot aft o/ GC Meena) 
- aT y7W/Regional Controller of Mines 

4TfT TH a/Indian Bureau of Mines 
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Diversion of 75.92 ha Forest Land for construction of Screening Plant, Tailing 
Dam, Slurry Pipeline corridor & Water Pipeline corridor at Donimalai 

Complex of NMDC Ltd., over an extent of 75.92Ha. 
 

Revised Cost Benefit Analysis for Forest land diversion -2017 
Table-A: Cases under a cost benefit analysis for forest diversion required: 
Sl. No. Nature of Proposal Applicable/ 

Not 
Applicable 

Remarks 

1 All categories of proposals 
involving forest land up to 20 
hectares in plains and up to 5 
hectares in hills 

Not applicable These proposals may be 
considered on a case-to-case 
basis and value judgment 

2 Proposal for defense installation 
purposes and oil prospecting 
(prospecting only) 

Not applicable In view of National Priority 
accorded to these sectors, the 
proposals would be critically 
assessed to help ascertain that 
the utmost minimum forest land 
is diverted for non-forest use. 

3 Habitation, establishment of 
industrial units, tourist lodges 
complex and other building 
construction. 

Not applicable These activities being 
detrimental to protection and 
conservation of forest. 

4 All other proposals involving 
forestland more than 20 hectares in 
plains and more than 5 hectares in 
hills including roads, transmission 
lines, minor, medium and major 
irrigation projects, hydro projects, 
mining activity, railway lines, 
location specific installations 
centers, TV towers etc. 

Applicable These are cases where a cost-
benefit analysis is necessary to 
determine when diverting the 
forest land to non-forest use in 
the overall public interest. 

Table-B: Estimation of cost of forest diversion 

Sl.No. Parameters Rs. In Lakhs Remarks 
1 Ecosystem services losses due to 

proposed forest diversion. 
609.6  Economic value of loss of eco-

system services due to diversion 
of forests shall be the Net Present 
Value (NPV) of the Forest land 
being diverted. 
Rs.8.03 Lakhs X 75.92Ha = 
609.63 Lakhs. 

2 Loss of animal husbandry 
productivity, including loss of 
folder. 

60.9 10% NPV of the Forest as per 
the new guidelines. 

3 Cost of human resettlement -- There is no human resettlement 
in proposed forest land.  Hence, 
the cost of Human resettlement 
does not apply. 
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4 Loss of public facilities and 
administrative infrastructure 
(Roads, Building, Schools, 
Dispensaries, Electric lines, 
Railways etc.) on forest land, which 
would require forest land if these 
facilities were diverted due to this 
project 

-- There is no Roads, buildings, 
schools, dispensaries, electric 
lines, railways passing in the 
proposed area.  There is no loss 
of public facility in the area. 

5 Possession value of forest land 
diverted. 

182.88 30% of Environmental cost 
(NPV) due to loss of forest. 

6 Suffering of austees -- There will not be any losses on 
this account as diversion of the 
forest land to this project and 
will not affect any evaluation of 
house or structure or human 
settlement. 

7 Habitat Fragmentation Cost 304.8 50% of Environmental cost as a 
thumb rule as per the new 
guidelines. 

8 Compensatory afforestation and 
Soil & moisture conservation cost 

1296.71 
 

5.0 

Rs.17.08 Lakhs per Ha. as per 
letter No. KFD/HoFF/A5-3 
(GFL)34/2019-FC dt.19.04.2021 

Total Loss due to Forest Diversion 2459.89  
 

Table-C: Existing guidelines for estimating benefits of forest-diversion in CBA 
 

Sl.No. Parameters Remarks 
1 Increase in productively attribute to 

the specific project. 
NMDC commenced mining operations in 
Donimalai and Kumaraswamy Iron Ore Mine in 
the year 1977 & 1992 respectively.  Lot of 
common infrastructural facilities such as 
Screening plant, Loading plant, Power supply, 
Water supply, Township have been developed at 
Donimalai for these two mines. Further, both the 
mines have respective downhill conveyor system 
for transportation of ore.  The railway siding at 
Ranjitpura was already developed at the time of 
commissioning of Donimalai iron ore mine for 
transportation of Iron from Donimalai which is 
now being used for Kumaraswamy mine also.  
The proposal for construction of new Screening 
Plant of capacity-10 MTPA has been proposed for 
the beneficiation of iron ore from both the 
Donimalai and Kumaraswamy iron ore mines of 
NMDC Limited. The existing Donimalai and 
Kumaraswamy Iron Ore Projects are having valid 
Environmental clearances issued by MoEF for 
capacity of 7 million tons per annum for each 
mine.  



A suitable land of 75.92 Ha has been identified 
outside M.L. area of Donimalai for the 
construction of Screening Plant-II and associated 
facilities like Tailing dam(s), pipeline corridor  etc.  

Accordingly, the area has been proposed for 
diversion of 75.92Ha. in Donimalai Forest range 
in Sandur (Tq.) of Bellary dist. 

2 Benefits to economy due to the 
specific project. 

Reduce the pressure on Environment, enhance the 
air quality of the surrounding areas. As result of 
mining of Kumaraswamy Iron Ore, a multitude of 
Government Departments, agencies and the like, 
including local population will derive direct 
benefit by way of: 
Earnings for state Govt. of Karnataka. 

A. Royalty on tonnage basis to Dept of Mines & 
Geology. 

B. Electricity charges to KEB. 
C. Electricity charges to Tungabhadra Reservoir 

Dvn, PWD. 
D. Cess on welfare department. 
E. Transportation charges to the railways rents, 

taxes etc. to the Govt & etc., 
3 No. of population benefited due to 

specific project. 
About 1000 people will be benefited. 

4 Economic benefits due to of direct 
and indirect employment due to the 
Specific project. 

100 

5 Economic benefits due to 
compensatory afforestation. 

NPV @ Rs.8.03 Lakhs X 75.92 Ha = 609.637 X 
20 years = 12192.752 + Providing of equivalent 
non forest land to the forest department + 
Compensatory afforestation charges = Rs.17.08 
Lakhs per Ha. X 75.92 Ha = 1296.713 
Rs.12192.752 + 1296.713 = 13489.465 Lakhs. 

 Benefit from the proposed 
project 

Rs.13489.465 Lakhs. 

Loss due to forest diversion = 2459.89 Lakhs. 

Benefit from the proposed project = 13489.465 Lakhs. 

Net benefit from the proposed project = Rs.13489.465 – Rs.2459.89 (Approx) = 11029.575  

Hence Cost benefit ratio = 1:4.48 

 

Date:30.09.2021     
    

 

o 
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