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Minutes of the 17th meeting of the Oversight Committee held on Monday,

03.06.2024, 11.30 a.m.at BRO, Project Shivalik, Lal Tappar.

Participants:

1.
2.

‘
.

4.
5.
6.

1) At the outset, the Chairperson welco

2) With regard t
on 05.01.2024, CE-RO, Dehradun informed that,

a)

b)

c)

d)

Justice A.K. Sikri, Chairperson, Former Judge, Supreme Court of India
Dr. Sanjeev Kumar Goyal, Member- Scientist, NEERI-CSIR
Dr. N. Bala, Member-Scientist, Forest Research Institute, Dehradun

Mr. D.K. Sharma, CE, RO, MoRTH, Dehradun
Dr. Sidhanand Kukrety, Technical Advisor, Chardham Pariyojana

Mr. Dayanand, CE(NH), PWD
med all the participants to the meeting.

o the Action on Minutes of Oversight Committee’s 16t Meeting held

The comparative study of proposed Champawat Bypass and widening

he existing National Highway through Champawat town has

within t
already been presented before the OSC.
Dr. Goyal proposed for site visit to understand the ground situation at

Champawat before taking a decision. Sites of proposed bypasses

Lohaghat and Pithoragarh may also be visited simultaneously.

Chairperson agreed with the suggestion of site visit of Champawat by

the Oversight Committee in the near future for a spot study and take a

decision on proposed Champawat Bypass.

A Spot visit of Champawat Bypass was scheduled on 31.05.2024 by

Oversight Committee.

AGENDA 1 - CHAMPAWAT BYPASS

3) CE

-RO, MoRTH, Dehradun briefed about the previous meetings held on the

Champawat Bypass matter as under:

a)

In the Oversight Committee meeting held earlier on 21.05.2022 &
23.05.2022 Committee desired that MoRTH may have a re-look on
proposed bypass project and have comparative study made and
possibility of expansion and strengthening of present connectivity

passing through Champawat town be explored.
1
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c)

d)

e)

In the Oversight Committee Meeting held on 27.07.2022, CE-RO,
Dehradun made a  presentation on Champawat bypass including

comparative study between options of proposed Champawat bypass and

widening and Strengthening of the present connectivity passing though

Champawat town.
The Committee stated that clearance from Forest Department 18

ossential in the first place for the proposed bypass & Committee in its

5.08.2022 also directed MoRTH to approach the Forest

meeting held on 1
Thereafter, Forest

Department with a request to grant permission.

Clearance proposal was submitted with State Forest Department.

Ministry of Environment Forest and Climate Change vide their letter

dated 16.11.2023 communicated their decision of in-principle approval

for diversion of Forest land subject to submission of following

documents/information/clarification.

Location of muck dumping site is also required to be marked in

the KML file of the proposal.

Submission of separate enumeration of trees for muck dumping

sites to the Regional office and no tree felling should be carried

out in the area proposed for muck dumping.

. It shall be ensured that once the muck dumping is carried out, the
area of muck dumping proposed in forest land should be stabilized
and returned to the forest department for which detailed
reclamation plan will be provided.

The Bypass will reduce traffic congestion in Champawat city which is a

District headquarter. It will reduce travel time, vehicle operation cost

and further reduce road accidents, air and noise pollution.

Traffic congestion occurs frequently on this existing 2 Lane/ less than 2

Lane road (about 6 Km 2 Lane and 1.75 KM less than 2 lane ) NH

through city portion. Travel time is more through the city portion

because of traffic congestion. Further vehicular operation cost is high

and chances of road accidents are more in city road. Widening of
2
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existing road will require acquisition of structure and land in the

habitat area, having socio-economic impact besides financial implication

for Government.

pur-Pithoragarh NH section and the
graded to 2L with Paved
pawat, Lohaghat

rridor and this

f Champawat Bypass falls on Tanak
entire length of 162 km of this section is up
Shoulder configuration except in 3 town portion Cham
& Pithoragarh. The above said section falls in strategic co

NH passes though P.ithoragarh-Dharchula-Gunji and reaches upto

Lipulekh (China Border) and is a connectivity for Kailash Mansarovar.

g) CE-RO MoRTH, Dehradu
property for widening the exi
will be a difficult task as the loc
resentment from the property owners. Further,

existing road, the congestion might remain since the road
the proposed Bypass is a better

1 informed that the acquisition of land and / or
sting road through the Champawat town
al Administration anticipates lot of
even after widening the

passes though

the busy market place. Therefore,

option.

4) Dr. Sidhanand Kukrety, Technical Advisor to the Chardham Project, made the

following submission on biological measures and civil measures for mitigation of

environmental impacts in proposed bypass:

a) Tree cutting proposed: 1975 nos.

b) Compensatory Afforestation: 18.5 Ha

¢) Muck disposal plan: Dumping site shall be protected with Retaining Wall
5.0m height in a minimum length 800 Rmt. including biological measures
during the closing of the muck disposal sites.

d) Environmental management plan: EIA report prepared for project provides
for ¥ 7.93 crore. In the estimate for avoidance, mitigation & management
of probable negative impact of the project on environment.

e) He also emphasized the civil measures like provision of breast wall /

retaining wall in the proposal
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r. Sanjeev Kumar Goyal, Scientist Member, observed that the Champawat
Bypass proposed to be developed with 24 m ROW (10 m carriage way) on virgin
hill, will involve huge cutting of hil/mountain and felling of trees and these
aspects need to be relooked with the following perspective:

a.  Possibility of widening of the existing route.

b.  Minimum hill cutting by optimizing the need for ROW of 24 m.

c. Quantification of hill cutting and tree cutting/felling involved in both

the above cases (a, b).

6) Dr. Goyal also proposed for site visit to understand the ground situation at

Champawat before taking a decision. Sites of proposed bypasses Lohaghat and
Pithoragarh may also be visited simultaneously.

7) In response to the comments of Dr. Goyal, it was clarified that acquisition of

land/property for widening/ strengthening existing road passing through the
Champawat Town will be a difficult proposition from the socio-economic point of
view. It was informed that the local residents have been using these properties

for businesses and for other livelihood for long, and therefore, would not yield to

such a proposal.

7.1) The RoW required for this strategic corridor for 2L+PS is kept 24m as per
IRC- 52:2019. Although carriageway width required is of 10m width but
considering hill cutting involved additional width is required to keep hill

at stable state therefore right of way proposed is 24m.

7.2) With regard to felling of trees although permission is taken for tree felling
up to 1975 but for formation width of 14m no. of trees to be cut are 1709.

8) Dr. N. Bala, Scientist Member also made observation on the Forest Clearance
obtained for diversion of land and condition subjected to that approval; like
location of muck site to be marked in KML file, submission of separate
enumeration of trees for muck dumping sites to the Regional office and no tree

felling should be carried out at muck dumping site and forest land to be

g
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stabilised after the muck dumping is carried out and returned to the Forest

Department. Above points are noted for compliance.

9) Subsequent to the deliberations in the meeting of the Oversight Committee on
05.01.2024, the members of the Oversight Committee carried out spot visit of the
proposed Champawat Bypass in Champawat town including aerial visit of
Lohaghat & Pithoragarh bypass on 31.05.2024. The Committee also made field

visit of Champawat Bypass at one of the accessible locations and took stock of the

ground realities.

10) The Tanakpur - Pithoragarh section of NH-09 (162 km) under Chardham Project

is completed and is part of strategic corridor leading to China Border (Lipulekh

Pass). The bypasses in the said corridor for 3 towns namely Champawat,

Lohaghat & Pithoragarh are required. The Detailed Project Report for

Champawat Bypass is ready and those for Lohaghat & Pithoragarh Bypass are

likely to be completed by April 2025.

11) CE-RO, MoRTH, Dehradun submitted before the Oversight Committee that
Honble Supreme Court in its order 14.12.2021 has allowed 2L+PS configuration
for strategic corridor and accordingly configuration of 2L with Paved Shoulder is

proposed for Champawat Bypass of length 9.847 Km.

12) M/s THDCIL (Tehri Hydro Development Corporation India Ltd.) has been
involved in for provision of slope stabilization measures having hill cutting for
more than 8 m or so. Geologist and Design Engineers of said firm has visited site
and identified 14 vulnerable locations which require slope protection measures.
The rock mass encountered in the area between Ch.0.00 Km and Ch.7.140 Km of
Bypass Road consists of Granitic Gneiss. Whereas, between Ch.8.300 Km and
Ch.9.847 Km, the Phyllites/Slate rock mass is exposed. The contact of Phyllites
and Granitic Gneiss would be somewhere in the area between Ch.7.140 Km and
Ch.8.30Km of bypass road. The provisions are High Tensile Rolled Cable Net
with Secondary Mesh (G.I. Chain link Fabric) Fencing, Self-Driven Hollow

Anchors, Cement Concrete Cladding Wall and Cement Concrete Gravity Wall.
5

< il
& Scanned with OKEN Scanner



n view of above, CE-RO, MoRTH, Dehradun submitted before Oversight
Committee that proposal for construction of Champawat Bypass of 2L+PS on

NII-09 may kindly be cleared by them.

AGENDA 2: RISHIKESH BYPASS

1)

2)

3)

1)

Rishikesh bypass on NH-07 is proposed on the strategic corridor leading to
Mana Pass (China Border) via Rudraprayag - Karnprayag & Badrinath.

Huge traffic congestion occurs on the existing NH section through Rishikesh
city, especially near Tapovan and Shyampur Railways Level Crossing. During
Chardham yatra period, traffic congestion of 1 to 2 hours is experienced in

general. Existing lane width and traffic volume of Rishikesh Bypass is as per

following:

. Existing Lane Traffic Vol.
S.NO Sectlon Wldth : (PCU/day)

Nepali Farm to L 44900

1 Chandrabagha Bridge o8 s
Chandrabagha Bridge to
2 Tapovan (End of Rishikesh 2L+PS 16005
Bypass)

The members of the Oversight Committee carried out spot visit of Rishikesh
Bypass on 31.05.2024 and took note of limited width of existing road to cater
traffic volume of Chardham Yatra. Committee broadly agreed with proposal of
realignment of Rishikesh Bypass.

CE-RO, MoRTH, Dehradun made presentation on “Construction of Rishikesh
Bypass (6L/4L/2L+PS) from design Chainage 217+920 (Nepali Farm) to

235+800 (Near Tapovan) and four lane Spur ROB (Shyampur LC) on NH-07

for connecting existing NH towards Rishikesh city with Rishikesh Bypass” as

per the following:

a) Existing National Highway through Rishikesh city has length of 18.7 km
which is bypassed and the proposed bypass is 17.88 km length. Bypass
comprises 2L with PS configuration of 7.5 km length, 4L configuration of
8.85 km length & 6 lane configuration of 1.53 km length. The bypass has

6
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4L/6L elevated length of 7.48 km & Two-lane tunnel of 2 nos. (750 m & 320
m) and cut and cover tunnel 6 nos. of 1160m. The estimated total project
cost is Rs. 2427 Cr. Administrative Approval & Financial Sanction of the

work will be obtained after clearance from Oversight Committee.

5) Proposed Rishikesh bypass of total length 17.88 km comprises two sections as

per the following:

L

1i.

From km. 217.920 (Near Nepali Farm) to Km. 228.800 (Near Dhalwala)
of 10.83 km length on plain terrain. 4L/6L lane configuration proposed
in 10.38 Km length and 0.45 km of 2L+PS configuration. DPR for this
stretch is ready. Land Acquisition of 3.22 Ha is completed & 3.90 Ha i1s
to be completed. Transfer of forest land of 15.217 Ha is to be completed.

Approximate total project cost is Rs. 1432 cr. comprising civil cost of Rs.

646 cr. and LA & FC cost of Rs. 594 crore.

From km 228.800 (Near Dhalwala) to km. 235.800 (near Tapovan)
section of 7.05 km length 2L+PS lane configuration (10 m) is proposed.
It comprises Greenfield alignment of 4.82 km length & 2.23 km length
on existing alignment on Hilly terrain. 2 nos. tunnel of 2L configuration
of 750 m & 320 m & 6 nos. cut and cover tunnel (1160 m) are proposed.
In January 2020, Forest Department informed about Bio Diversity Park
being finalized in approved Alignment due to this observation alignment
was modified between Dhalwala and Kharsot bridge with tunnel option.
Total transfer of Forest land required is 12.87 Ha & transfer of 11.09 Ha
has been obtained in Sept’2020. Land Acquisition of 1.61 Ha is also
involved, 3A is in advance stage & FC proposal for balance 1.78 Ha in
under preparation. Approximate total project cost of Rs. 994 Cr.
comprising Civil Cost of Rs. 843 Cr. and LA and FC Rs. 28 Cr. Tender
for appointment of consultant for preparation of Detail Project Report
for km 228.800 (near Dhalwala) to km. 235.800 (near Tapovan) is under

progress and consultant is likely to be appointed in 3 months times.

Thereafter DPR is likely to be completed in ten months’ time.

7
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7

Comparative study between proposed Rishikesh Bypass (17.88 km) & existing

NH through Rishikesh city (18.7 km) was presented by CE-RO, MoRTH,

Dchradun.

a) The Bypass will reduce traffic congestion in Rishikesh city which is a

District headquarter. It will reduce travel time, vehicle operation cost and

further reduce road accidents, air and noise pollution.

b) Traffic congestion occurs frequently especially near Shyampur Level

Crossing as Chardham pilgrims & tourist take this NH through city

portion. Except on city portion, the National Highway has been widened to

2 lane with paved shoulders (10m). Travel time is more through the city

portion because of traffic congestion. Further vehicular operation cost 1s

high and chances of road accidents are more in city road. Widening of
existing road will require acquisition of structure/Ashrams and land in the
habitat area having socio-economic impact besides financial implication for
land acquisition. _

Rishikesh Bypass falls in strategic corridor, this NH passes through
Rudraprayag - Karnprayag & Badrinath and reaches upto Mana and Nit1
(China Border) and also give connectivity to Gangotri & Yamunotri Dham
via Dhalwala- Muni Ki Reti -Dharasu through NH-34.

d) CE-RO MoRTH, Dehradun informed that the acquisition of land and / or

property for widening the existing road through the Rishikesh town will be
a difficult task as the local Administration anticipates lot of resentment
from the property owners. Further, even after widening the existing road,
the congestion might remain since the road passes though the busy market

place. Therefore, the proposed Bypass is a better option.

Dr. Sidhanand Kukrety, Technical Advisor to the Chardham Project, made the
following submission on biological measures and civil measures for mitigation
of environmental impacts in segment 1 (From Nepali Farm to Dhalwala) of
proposed Rishikesh bypass:

a) Tree cutting proposed: 3000 nos.

b) Compensatory Afforestation: 30.44 Ha

8
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© ¢) Lnvironmental Management Plan: EIA report prepared for project provides

for  0.52 Cr in the estimate for avoidance, mitigation & management of

probable negative impact of the project on environment.

Since the DPR from Nepali Farm to Dhalwala is ready and keeping in view
huge traffic congestion observed, the proposal for construction of Rishikesh
Bypass may be accorded clearance by Oversight Committee. Clearance of
second part of Rishikesh Bypass From km 228.800 (Near Dhalwala) to km. _
235.800 (near Tapovan) wﬂl be obtained after DPR is ready.

Ecological Restoration of disturbed areas:

1)

Dr. Sidhanand Kukrety, Technical Advisor to the Chardham Project, informed
the Committee that MoRTH has initiated large scale slope protection
measures all along the Project areas. Additionally, as mandated by the HPC,
the Uttarakhand Forest Department is in the process of preparing a
Ecological Restoration plan for the areas all along the Chardham Project that
are disturbed by road formation. The proposed plan will have a mix and match
of various eco-restoration strategies based on the geolocation; geo-morphology
of the area, coupled with the extent of disturbance caused by the road
construction / road widening works. Depending on the suitability, the

following main strategies may be adopted for restoration of the damaged

landscapes.

i. Afforestation:

It is proposed to carry out planting of the tree species native to the area.
The identification of the species shall be carried out with the help of the
different stakeholders and keeping in view the species existing in the
reference ecosystem. Planting of Avenue trees all along the highway

either in single or multiple rows shall be taken up depending on the
space available.

ii. Vegetative stabilization of the Muck Dumps and Slides:
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iv.

fhe muck generated during the formation of the road is stored at a
designated sites close to the road proximity. Similarly, due to the
geography of the area, there is higher probability of landslides and
damage due to muck sliding down the hill. In all such areas, civil
stabilization coupled with vegetative stabilization of the slides and
muck dumps coupled with planting is proposed to be taken up. The top
soil collected from the area cleared for road is proposed to be utilised for

this purpose.

Soil and Moisture Conservation (SMC) works:

In the areas disturbed by road widening, SMC works like gully and nala
control, diversion channels, and contour trenching is proposed to be

carried out. Wherever required, these structures will be strengthened by

vegetative measures as well.

Seed dispersal (Native grass and tree species)

It is proposed to improve the availability of seeds of native grass and
tree species by seed dispersal. With the help of such Assisted Natural
Regeneration (ANR), it is possible to hasten the process of recovery of
the disturbed areas. Use of modern tool and technology has been

proposed.

Development of Landscaping, Arboretum and Bio-diversity
parks:

The proposal envisages development of a few areas for pilgrims/ passers-
by and members of local community for spending some time, for resting
or as viewpoint. Basic amenities like parking, temporary shelters,
potable water, washroom, benches etc. are proposed to be provided at
these sites. The muck disposal areas are the primary areas selected for

this component.

10
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top soil from hill cutting in vegetating muck
disposal sites, made the observation that use of topsoil is little tricky owing to

limited space available in the hilly terrain for storage. He suggested use of

freshly dug topsoil immediately by transporting it to a nearby matured much

disposal site instead of strong it for future use. Since very limited areas are

available for afforestation along the roadside in the form of much disposal sites,
these may be planted with indigenous aesthetically attractive tree saplings and
shrub species along with gross and herb to enhance the scenic beauty of the area.
The afforestation activities along the road site/much disposal site and on other

degraded lands need to be expedited as early as possible.

15)  Dr. Sanjeev K. Goyal, Scientist Member, desired a copy of EIA Report for the

Rishikesh Bypass, and the CE, Régional Office, MoRTH, Dehradun replied that
the same shall be shared.

16) The representatives of agencies connected with the construction of the

aforesaid Projects acknowledged the valuable suggestions made by the members

and assured every care shall be taken to implement the same.

17)  After the detailed deliberations as recorded above, which include the

observations made by the Scientist Members and the reply given by the CE-RO

MORTH, Dehradun during today's meeting, and also keeping in view the order of

the IHon’ble Supreme Court whereby permission for widening of the strategic
roads has already been given, the Oversight Committee hereby accords its

approval to the proposed Projects "Construction of 2L+PS Champawat

Bypass on NH-09" and “Construction of Rishikesh Bypass km. 217.920
(Near Nepali Farm) to Km. 228.800 (Near Dhalwala) of 10.88km length

on NH-07”, subject to compliance of all the points/observations raised by

the Members of the Committee by the Project Executing Agencies and

11
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ct to observance of all Environmental safeguards

o meeting concluded with a vote of thanks to the chair.

Je <

Justice AK Sikri

Former Judge, Supreme Court of India
Chairperson, Oversight Committee
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