
     ಕರ್ನಾಟಕ ಸರ್ಕಾರ
GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA

ಪ್ರಧಾನ ಮುಖ್ಯ ಅರಣ್ಯ ಸಂರಕ್ಷಣಾಧಿಕಾರಿ
(ಅರಣ್ಯ ಪಡೆ ಮುಖ್ಯಸ್ಥರು) ರವರ ಕಚೇರಿ

Office of
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests

(Head of Forest Force)

ಅರಣ್ಯ ಭವನ, 18 ನೇಅಡ್ಡರಸ್ತೆ
ಮಲ್ಲೇಶ್ವರಂ, ಬೆಂಗಳೂರು-560 003

Aranya Bhavan, 18th Cross
Malleshwaram, Bengaluru-560 003

Telephone: 080 2334 6472
Email: apccffc@gmail.com

E-Office file No:KFD/HoFF/A5-4(GFL)/14/2021-FC E-501256
Date As per e-sign

To,
The Additional Chief Secretary,
Forest Ecology and Environment Department,
M.S. Building, Bengaluru-560001.

Sir,

Sub: Diversion of  18.60 ha of  forest  land in  Sy No.124 of  Akkupete Village, 
Kasaba Hobli, Devanahalli Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District for construction 
of the Rail Depot under Bengaluru-Sub-Urban Rail Project (BSRP) in favour 
of  the  Manager,  Rail  Infrastructure  Development  Company  (Karnataka) 
Ltd., Samparka Soudha, Dr. Rajkumar Road, Rajajinagra Bengaluru.
Proposal No. FP/KA/RAIL/142190/2021 [Form-A].

Ref: 1. This office letter of even number dated 13-05-2025 [EDS reply] & 22-
07-2025.

2. Government of Karnataka letter No. FEE/252/FLL 2024(E) dated 14-05-
2025  [EDS reply forwarded to GOI]  and 11-07-2025 [GOI EDS query 
forwarded to this office].

3. Government of India, Ministry of Environment, Forests &     Climate 
Change, Regional Office (Southern Zone), Bengaluru letter No. 4-KRC 
1497/2024-BAN/483 dated 08-07-2025 [EDS Query].

4. Manager, SEMU, Rail Infrastructure Development Company (Karnataka) 
Ltd.,  Samparka  Soudha,  Bangalore  letter  No. 
K RIDE/Projects/BSRP/Depot/Forest/58 dt: 15-10-2025.

5. Deputy Conservator of Forests, Bengaluru Rural Division, Devanahalli 
letter No. A4/DCF/BRD/KRIDE/CR-8/2022-23 dated 15-10-2025.

6. Conservator  of  Forests,  Bengaluru  Circle,  Bengaluru  letter  No. 
A11/Bhoomi/CR-65/2023-24 dated: 16-10-2025.

With reference to the above subject, this office vide Ref (1) dated  13-05-
2025 has submitted additional information to the Government of Karnataka and by the 
State Government vide Ref (2) letter dated 14-05-2025 to the Central Government, the 
Government  of  India  vide  Ref  (3)  has  raised  the  EDS  Query.  The  same  was 
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communicated by Government of Karnataka vide Ref (4) letter dated 11-07-2025 and 
this office vide Ref (1) dated: 22-07-2025.

In response, the reply to the EDS query raised by the Government of India is 
furnished  by  the  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  Bengaluru  (Rural)  division, 
Devanahalli  vide  Ref  (5)  dated:  15-10-2025 through  the  Conservator  of  Forests, 
Bengaluru  Circle  Vide  Ref  (6)  dated:  16-10-2025  to  this  office.  The  reply  is  as 
follows:

SI.N
o

Observations Compliance

1 The  Karnataka  State 
Government  is  requested  to 
submit the closure order of the 
Hon'ble  High  Court  with  its 
comments 17841.

The closure order of Hon’ble High Court 
of Karnataka is attached for your reference 
as ANNEXURE-I.

It can be seen that the case WP 17841 of 
2018 is only applicable to the tree related 
matters within BBMP jurisdiction whereas 
the  transfer  of  land  proposed  for 
maintenance depot at Akkupete village is 
falls  within  the  jurisdiction of  Bengaluru 
(Rural).  However,  K-RIDE  has  taken 
essential  steps  to  combat  tree 
compensation  &  activities  for  the 
protection  of  Bio-diversity  and  hence, 
Hon’ble  High  Court  of  Karnataka 
permitted  and  Hon’ble  NGT disposed  of 
the cases and gave approval to KRIDE for 
taking up the project ahead. 

2 An  exercise  to  explore 
translocation  of  suitable 
species needs to be carried out, 
as  prepared  for  the  BBMP 
limits, listing of trees that can 
be  retained  on  site, 
translocated/transplanted could 
be prepared for the forest area 
as  well,  in  consultation  with 
the  forest  department  Along 
with Tee Enumeration.

A joint exercise was carried out with User 
agency and it was found that it may not be 
feasible  to  translocate  any  of  the  trees 
since  majority  of  them  are  Acacia  and 
Eucalyptus species. Few of the species like 
Ficus are too young to be translocated. 

The User agency has requested for felling 
of all the trees since retention of trees may 
hurdle the project. 

3. State Government is requested A joint exercise was carried out with User 
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to  re-verify  the  species  to  be 
felled  in  the  forest  area 
proposed  for  diversion  and 
submit  the  revised  tree 
enumeration  list  in  Part-in 
process  II  of  the  proposal  as 
certain  species  like  Dalbergia 
latifolia,  Pterocarpus 
marsupium etc  have been left 
out of the enumeration list.12

agency and trees species which were left 
out from the enumeration have been added 
and  revised  tree  enumeration  report  is 
enclosed as ANNEXURE -II.

4. Concerns  the  forest 
Department  Karnataka  Forest 
Department/User Agency may 
re-verify  the  changes  in  the 
boundary  of  forest  area 
proposed for diversion vis a vis 
the  existing  boundary  and 
accordingly, revise the project 
map and kml  file  of  the  area 
proposed  for  diversion  in 
consonance  with  the  resurvey 
carried  out  in  the  year  2023 
and its subsequent notification.

The land demarcation is carried out in the 
proposed area at Akkupete once again as 
per the reiteration of Forest Department. 

There are no changes in the map and KML 
submitted earlier.  However,  the Map and 
KML file submitted by the User agency is 
verified  and  attached  as  ANNEXURE  -
III.

5. The User Agency may provide 
an  encumbrance  free  non 
forest  land,  free  from  the 
existing  road  and  further 
explore  the  possibility  of 
shifting the identified CA land 
towards  the  RF  boundary  to 
make  it  contiguous  with  the 
Ujjani state forest.

The  Additional  Directorate  of  Land 
Records (ADLR) of Doddaballapura Taluk 
has  provided  the  sketch  where  the 
identified CA land is  shifted towards the 
existing  RF  boundary  to  make  it 
contiguous with the Ujjani state forest.

In this regard, The Deputy Commissioner, 
Bengaluru Rural has issued the Certificate 
of Encumbrance-Free Land stating that no 
public road is  present as per the existing 
documents,  along  with  the  consent  from 
the  Additional  Directorate  of  Land 
Records  (ADLR),  Doddaballapura  Taluk 
which is attached as ANNEXURE -IV.

Once  the  land  is  handover  to  Forest 
Department,  steps  will  be  taken to  close 
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the roads. 

6. As  the  proposed  NFL  is 
bordering  villages  and 
agricultural  areas,  the  forest 
department  may  incorporate 
suitable  measures  in  the 
proposal  to  protect  the  NFL 
from future encroachments.

To  protect  the  NFL  from  any  future 
encroachments it is proposed to erect RCC 
pillars  in  the  area.  RCC  pillar  erection 
work can be taken after  handing over of 
the  area  from  Revenue  Department  to 
Forest Department. 

7. The legal status of Non-Forest 
Land identified for CA has to 
be  provided,  if  the  proposed 
NFL, attracts the provision of 
sub (3) (a) of Rule 13 of VSES 
Rule 2023, then such land has 
to  be  provided  in  double  the 
extent.

The  proposed  NFL  does  not  attract  the 
provision  of  sub  (3)  (a)  of  Rule  13  of 
VSES Rule 2023. 

8. The  State  Government  has  to 
clarify whether degraded forest 
land  identified  for  the  raising 
CA plantation has already been 
treated  under  any  other 
scheme,  if  so,  alternate 
degraded  forest  may  be 
provided along with the KML 
file,  site  suitability  certificate 
etc.

Since  the  degraded  forest  land  identified 
for raising CA plantation has been treated 
in other scheme, alternate degraded forest 
land  is  identified  in  Survey  Nos  73  of 
Thimmanapalli  village & 77 of Kurapalli 
village,  Nelavanki  hobli,  Srinivaspura 
Taluk,  Kolar  district,  with  total  area  of 
37.20 Ha. 

The details are attached as ANNEXURE -
V.

The DCF Kolar has certified that this area 
is not treated under any other scheme and 
has  been reserved  for  purpose  of  raising 
Compensatory Afforestation  for  K-RIDE, 
Bengaluru Sub-Urban Railway Project.

The KML files  of the proposed CA land 
are attached as ANNEXURE -VI & VII.

9. The  site-specific  CA  scheme 
shall  be  prepared  for  non-
Forest  land  and  Degraded 

The  DCF  Kolar  has  clarified  that,  they 
would  plant  tall  saplings  and  follow site 
specific CA scheme in the degraded forest 
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Forest land. The scheme shall 
include  provision  of  planting 
tall saplings of native species, 
watering  and  protection 
measure etc. so that CA land at 
maturity has canopy density of 
minimum 0.7.

land. 

They  will  ensure  to  plant  native  species 
and  follow measures  to  obtain  minimum 
canopy density of 0.7 during maturity. 

The details are attached as ANNEXURE -
V.

This is for your kind information and further needful in the matter.

Yours Sincerely,

Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
(Forest Conservation) and Nodal Officer (VSESA)

Copy to the:

1. Conservator of Forests, Bengaluru Circle, Bengaluru for information.

2. Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  Bengaluru  Rural  Division,  Devanahalli  for 
information.

3. Deputy Conservator of Forests, Kolar Division, Kolar for information.

4. Manager,  Rail  Infrastructure  Development  Company  (Karnataka)  Ltd., 
Samparka  Soudha,  1st Floor,  Opp.  Orion  mall,  Dr.  Rajkumar  Road, 
Rajajinagara, 1st Block, Bengaluru -560 010 for information.
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