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To,
The Additional Chief Secretary to Government
Department of Forest, Ecology and Environment
M. S. Building, Bengaluru
Sir,

Sub: Proposal for diversion of 75.92 ha of forest land (near M.L. No.2396
of NMDC) in Donimalai (DM) forest Block, Sandur, Taluk, Ballari
District for construction of new Screening Plant-I1, Two Tailing dams
(I & II) and laying of Water pipe line in favour of NMDC limited.
Donimalai Township, Sandur, Taluk, Ballari District

[Online Proposal No.FP/KA/Others/14576/2015, FORM-A]

Ref: 1. This office letter of even number letter dated 11-02-2021
[submission of Stage-I proposal fto GoK] and 22-11-2022
[communication of EDS query raised by GOIf

2. Government of Karnataka letter No. FEE 16 FLL 2021(¢e) letter
dated 25-06-2021 [submission of Stage-I proposal Part-V to Gol]
and 07-12-2022 fcommunication of EDS query raised by GOIJ

3. Forest Advisory Committee (FAC) meeting held on dated 17-10-
2022 and its detailed minutes of the said FAC meeting uploaded in
parivesh.nic.in.

4, Government of India, Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate
Change (Forest Conservation Division), letter No. 8-17/2021-FC
dated 10-11-2022 addressed to GoK [seeking essential
information/

5. M/s NMDC Limited letter dated 03-12-2022 [reply to the EDS
query raised by Gol]

6. The Deputy Conservator of Forests, Ballari Division letter No.
M1/MNG/NMDC/ML No. 1111/2018-19 dated 30-12-2022 [reply
to the EDS query raised by Gol]

7. The Chief Conservator of Forests, Ballari Circle letter
No.M1I/MNG/RENW/CR-11/1990-91(NMDC) dated 10-01-2023
[reply to the EDS query raised by Gol]

With regard to above, the proposal is submitted by this office vide Ref (1) to the
Government of Karnataka and by the State Government vide Ref (2) letter dated 25-06-
2021 to the Central Government secking prior approval of Central Government under
Section-2(ii) of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980. In this regard, the matter was
discussed in the Forest Advisory Committee (FAC) in the meeting held on 17,10.2022 and
accordingly the Government of India, Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change
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(Forest Conservation Division) vide Ref (4) has raised an EDS query to the Government of
Kamataka. The Government of Karnataka vide letter dated 07-12-2022 has forwarded the
same to this office. The same was communicated to the field officers vide this office letter
dated 22-11-2022.

In response, the reply to the query raised by the Government of India is
furnished by the Deputy Conservator of Forests, Ballari Division and the Chief
Conservator of Forests, Ballari Circle vide Ref (5), (6) and (7) to this office as below.

SL Infermation sought Infermation submitted
No.

Now, M/S. NMDC have dropped the Tailing
dam-II and requested for diversion of forest
land for only 53.67 hectares (excluding
Tailing dam-1I i.e, total proposed previously
75.92 ha — Tailing Dam-IT 22.25 ha = revised
extent 53.67 ha). This includes Screening
Plant-II, Tailing Dam-I and Slurry/Water
pipeline. Further, the User Agency has also
submitted the justification for dropping of
Tailing Dam-II enclosed as Annexure-1

1 The State Government shall submit
the justification for creation of two
tailing dams in the forest land in

view of the observations made by
IRO Bangalore.

(ii) The State Government shall clarify The Said issue of FRA claims has been raised
regarding rights claimed under with respect to proposed Tailing dam-II area
FRA 2006 as per the submission of 22.25 hectare, However, M/s NMDC has

made vide letter dated. 13.10.2022 | dropped the pll'ol.)osed Tailing dam-II (22.25
Vis-c-vis certificate dated. ha) from the original proposal of 75.92 ha.
13.09.2019 submitted by the DC, | Moreover, FOC has been booked vide FOC
Bellary earlier with the instant | No. 12/2020-21 dated 14-7-2022 and
proposal. 08/2022-23 dated 15-12-2022 w.r.t
encroached area of around 1.83 ha. (which is
part of dropped area. of 22.25 ha) and it is
reported that this encroachment will be
evicted subsequently.

In view of the above, it is requested to move the matter with the Government of
India, Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change, New Delhi for further

consideration of the proposal for according the In-principle Stage-I approval.

Yours faithfully,
("} \

{ »
(Vijay Sharnfz TES)

Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
(Forest Conservation) and Nodal Officer (FCA)

Copy to the Chief Conservator of Forests, Ballari Circle, Ballari for information.
Copy to the Deputy Conservator of Forests, Ballari Division, Ballari for
information.

Copy to M/s NMDC, Donimai, Sandur, Ballari District for information.
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No.M i/MNG/’NMI.)(.".‘fe\f‘l,L.Nn,! FH172018-19

To,

Sir

INSERVATOR OF FOREST
BALLARI DIVISION, BALLART

Dated: 30.1 22002

Chiel Conservator of Forests,
Ballari Cirele, Ballart

Sub: Diversion of 75.92 ha forest | ‘ :
Do, Sty ;i‘;iﬁnlé 1Lf(§)rtcslt Eagcd F(Tr Cor}slrtfctlon 0!". Screening .Piant, Tailing
a3 ‘ riclor & Water Pipeline Corridor at Donimalai of M/s
a 1.011.11 Mtfwrals Development Corporation Limited, Donimalai, Sandur Fé
\ Online Application No, FP/KA/OTHERS/14576/201 5), - Reg. ’ o
Reftl) Letter No. 8~l_7/2021-FC Dt. 10.11.2022 of the Government of India
2) Lclt'er No.AS(1)/MNG/CR-15/2015-16 Dt.22.11.2022 of the Principal
C{ncf Conservator of Forests (Forest Conservation), Bangalore,
3) This office even number letter Dt.14.09.2022
4) Letter No.RFO/SSR/M/s, NMDC/ML No.1111/2022-23 Dt.14.12.2022 of
Range Forest officer, Sandur South Range, Sandur
5) Letter No. ACF/TA M/s. NMDC/ML No.1111/2022-23 Dt.14.12.2022 of
Assistant Conservator of Forests, Ballari Sub-Division, Ballari
6) M/s. NMDC Limited letter Dt. 03.12,2022

¥ ok ok ¥ %

With reference to the above subject, the Government of India has sought following

information regarding diversion of 75.92 ha forest land for Construction of Screening Plant,

Tailing Dam, Slurry pipeline Corridor & Water Pipeline Corridor at Donimalai of M/s,

National Minerals Development Corporation Limited, Donimalai, Sandur vide letter under

Ref(1).

has directed the undersigned t

carliest vide letter under Ref(2). The

Further, the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Forest Conservation), Bangalore
o submit the information / documents as indicated above at

same has been received from the User Agency and as

well as field officers vide letter under Ref{4), (5) & (6).

Therefore, I am herewith submitting the following information.

SI,

Information sought Information submitted

No.

Now, M/s. NMDC has dropped the Tailing dam-

11 and requested for diversion of Forest land' is

of two tailing dams in the forest land | 53.67 hectlares .(75.9)2 Ha — 22125 };i)n\;hégg

in view of the observalions made by | includes Sercening Plant-11, Ta}t :ncig‘1|£tiﬁcation

JRO Bangalore. Siurry/Wf!ter plpc{n}c: and submitted ] e e
for dropping of Tailing dam-11. The sa

enclosed herewith as Annexure-L

The State Government of shall
submit the justification for creation




i

The State Government shall clarify
regarding rights claimed under FRA
2006 as per the submission made
vide letter D613.10.2022 vis-a-vis
certificate Dt.13.09.2019 submitted
by the DC, Ballari earlier with the
instant proposal.

’I‘}:.le said issue of FRA claims has been raised
with respect to proposed Tailing dam-11 area of
22.25 Ha. However, M/s. NMDC has dropped
the proposed Tailing dam-It (22.25 Ha) from the
original proposal of 75.92 Ha.

Moreover, FOC has been booked vide FOC No.
12/2020-21  Dt14.072020 & 0%/2022-23
Dt.15.12.2022 w.r.t encroached area of around
1.83 Ha (which is part of dropped area of 22.25
Ha) and this encroachment will be evicted
subsequently.

This 1s for your kind information and needful action.

Yours Faithfully,
Sd/-
Deputy Conservator of Forests,
Ballari Division, Ballari

1} Copy submitted to the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, (Forest Conservation),

Bangalore for kind information.

2) Copy to M/s. NMDC Donimalai, Sandur for information.

Deputy . of Forests,
Ballari Rivisier; Ballari
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ol tailings as 2.4 Um?. 69417 m3 during Phase [; during Phasc 11.99.167 nt' of tailings will be

senerated annually.

The tailings will be disposed-ofl in proposed 2 no’s of iling pond(s) lovated nearby
aitinps pond(s) through two pipelines.

Scrcening Plant-1L “The tailings will be pumped to the t

ane of 200 m fength. the other 1110 m long, The pumping arrangements will be made at
Tailing Pond in such.away ihat slime will be discharged al one end and clear water available
at other end will be pumped back to the pe-cireutation water tank for re-usc.

~ Tailing Pond-1 (eapacity ~2.386 Mm?, 40.25 Ha) can meet the vequirement for 24 yeurs
and Tailing Poud-11 (capacity~1.162Mm3, 22.25 Ha aren) for next 13 years.

Iy was proposed to construct Tailing dam-1 & 11 in a phase wise manner, However. NMDC

fax submitted Forest clearance proposal {or obiaining div
complete area t.e 73.92 Ha which involves areas of both Ta

ersion of forest land in ooe go for
iling dams and Screening Plant-1l
arca and shury pipeline ete.

In view of the obscrvation of FAC, NMDC propose 1o con
which will meet the requirement for 24 years, Hence, t
53.67Ha (12.96Hza for SP-11+40.25Ha for Tailing dam-+0.46Ha for s

struct Tailing dam-1(40.25Ha) arca
he eflective diversion area will be
furry/water pipeline).

Reply (o observation of 1RO, MoEF&CC, Bangalore:

Justification on availability of waters

NMDC has obtained approval of water allotment of 13.45 Cusecs (32,910 KL.D) from Narihalta
dam constructed near Taranagat, Sandur Tehsil, Ballari District from Water Resource Depl,
Government of Kamataka, NMDC has made necessary pumping arrangenents lor drawl of
water for usein Donimalai Iron Ore Mine (DIOM) and Kumaraswanty Iron Ore Mine (KIOM).
There is adequate quantity of water available for mining. plant operations including screening
plant and domestic use for NMDC mines j.e. DIOM & KIOM.

Justification for not putting existing Tailing dam at Donimalai fo use for proposcd

Screening Pln_n_t-!f:

NMDC has constructed one tailing dam at Donimala in‘the year 1968 for impoundment ol
slimes generated due (o wet Screening operations al Sereening Plant-I of Donimalai iron ore
mine, The capacity ol failing dam is 13 million tons capacity at RL 672mRL. The total area of
dam is 43.69. Ha, Further, NMDC has established 1.2 MTPA capacity Iron Ore Bene ficiation
Cum Pellet plant at Donimalai. The slimes accumulated in the existing Tailing Dam over a
period of time is & raw material for Iron Ore Beneliciation plant. The lean tailings' gemﬁmled
Trom the Beneficiation Plant shall be fmpounded in the same Tailing dam by.const;*ugt_‘ioh_'of
\termixed with slime material already existing iir the

dykes so that the same shall not be i
“Tatling dam.

Al present, the Taiting dam is at its full capacity and hence, the existing screehing plant-l is
opéraicd on dry mode which is otherwise not due to shortage of water. The existing Tailing
dany caters to the requirement of Donimalai Iron Ore Mine. o
Hence, the existing Tailing dam at Donimalai cannot be connected to proposed Screening
Plant-I1, For fhis reason, only, the separate Tailing dam is proposed for catering to the
requireiment of proposed Sercening plant-11.




NoMIMNG/RENW/CR-11/1990-9 [(NMDC) . O ffice of the
linels: Chicl Conservator of Forests,

Ballari Cirele, Batlari,
Dti{k.ﬁl‘{}‘“z(}zh )
i

\»41@ Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
(FForest Conservation) und Nodal Officer(FCA),
Aranya Bhavan, Bengaluru,

Sir,

Sub:-Diversion of 73.92 ha of forest land for construction of screening
plant, Tailing dam, Shury pipeline corridor & water pipeline
corridor at Donimalai in favour of M/s National Minerals
Development Corporation Linited, Dontmalai, Sandur - veg.
(FC online application No . FP/KA/OTHERS/14576/2015)

Ref- 1) Minutes of the Forest Advisory Committee (FAC) meeting held on
dated: 17-10-2022 -

2) Lelter ?\o KF 1)1101"! “AS- i(\fl\(;)/Slf?O {9-FC dated:22-11-
2022 { the leupai Chiel Conseevator of Forests (1()
Buﬂ&dﬁll{l

33 This office letter even no. 29-11-2022,

4y Letier No.MI/MNG/NMDC/ME No.1111/2018-19 dated: 30-

12-2022 of Deputy Conservator of Forests, Ballari Division,
Ballari.

LT

In light of the directions issued by your goodsell in the letter {2) cited above and
followed by the additional information as called for by the Government of India, MOEF &
CC. New Delhi in its letter (1) cited above, the Deputy Conservator of Forests, Ballari
Division, Ballari has been directed vide this office letter (3) cited above (o submit the

additional information as raised therein,

In this regard, the Peputy Conservator of Forests, Ballari has obtained additional

information from the user agency and submiitied the following additional information to this

office vide his letter {4) cited above for onward submission of the same.

Sl Information sought B ' - Replies.

- No. U

17 | The State Government shall submit the | Now, M/s, NMDC have dropped - the.
justification for creation of two tailing | Tailing dam-1 and requested for diversion
dams in the forest land i view of the | of forest tand is \3 67 hectares (75,92 ha, -
observations made IRO Bengaluru 22.25 ha.) which includes Scieéning Plant-

' i, Tailing  Dam-l  and  Slury/Water
pipeline and siubmitied  justification Ios
dlopplrw of Tailing Dam-II,

-




2. The State

“Government  shall
regarding rights claimed under FRA 2000

dated.  13-10-2022  vis-d-vis certificate
dated 13-9-2019 submitted by the DC
Bellary carlier with the instant proposal

Deputy Conservator of Forests, Ba

c%m?f_y:ﬁ

as per the submission made vide letter

| proposal of 75.92 ha.

The said issuec of FRA claims has _bccnw1
raised with respect to proposed Tailing
dam-11 area of 22.25 ha, However, M/s:
NMDC has dropped proposed Tailing
Dam-ll (22.25 ha) fom the original

Moreover, FOC has been booked vide
FOC No. 12/2020-21 did. 14-7-2022 &
08202223t 15-12-2022  baving
encroached an area of 1.83 ha. (which is
part of dropped area of 22.25 ha) and it is
reported that this encroachment will be

evicted subsequently by the user agency. |

Therefore, 1 am submitting herewith the copy of the sell contained repott

in the maltter,

of the

Hari for kind information and laking further needful action

Chief Tonservator of Forests,
Ballari Cirele, Ballari,

th




