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AAdditiona] Chief Secretary to Government
Department of Forest, Ecology and Environment

M. S. Building, Bengaluru
Sir,

Sub:  Diversion of 4.85 hectare of forest land in North Eastern Block (NEB) Forest
(near Karadikolla Village), Sandur Taluk, Ballari District for Approach Road
to ML No. 2487 (an e-auctioned C-category mine of erstwhile FC holder M/s
Lakshminarayana Mining Company) in favour of the Successful Bidder i.e. M/
s MSPL Ltd. Hosapete.
Proposal No. FP/KA/MIN/37101/2018 [FORM-A]

Ref: 1. Government of India, Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change
(FC Division), New Delhi letter No.8-39/2003-FC (Vol.) dated 22-07-2020
[EDS query dated 29-07-2020 seeking additional information]

2. Government of Karnataka letter No. FEE 02 FFM 2020 (e) dated 05-09-
2020 [online communication of GOI EDS query on 09-09-2020]

3. This office letter of even number dated 19-10-2020 to Chief Conservator
of Forests, Ballari Circle fonline communication of GOI EDS query]

4. Deputy  Conservator of  Forests, Ballari  Division letter
No.MI/MNG/MSPL/LMC/Road/2019-20 dated 10-12-2020 [online reply
dated 16-12-2020 to GOI EDS query]

5. Chief Conservator of Forests, Ballari Division letter No.MI:
MNG:LMC:TRF:ML.No0.2487/CR-6/2018-19 (MSPL) dated 21-12-2020
[online reply dated 22-12-2020 to GOI EDS query]

The Government of India, Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change,
New Dehli vide Ref (1) have sought certain additional information/clarification for
further consideration of the abovementioned proposal. The same was communicated by
Government of Karnataka vide Ref (2) to this office and further by this office vide Ref
(3) to the field officers for seeking the required information.

In response, the Deputy Conservator of Forests, Ballari Division and the Chief
Conservator of Forests, Ballari Circle vide Ref (4) and (5) respectively have submitted
the information/clarification on the points raised by Government of India. Based on the
said reports, the reply to the Government of India EDS query is submitted as follows.



e

-\

File NO.KFDIHOFFIA5-1(MNG)I43IZO18-FC-KARNATAKA FOREST DEPARTM%)

Information sought by GOI

Reply

The State Government has proposed a
compensatory afforestation area of 4.85
ha non-forest land. The DSS report
reveals that the proposed CA area is
falling  inside Bhimgad  Wildlife
Sanctuary.

The Deputy Conservator of Forests,
Ballari Division has reported that the
violation has taken place, the approach
road is already used by the previous
lessee i.e. M/s Lakshminarayana Mining
Company without forest clearance from
21-05-1983 to July 2011 (i.e. date of first
grant of lease). In this regard the
Government of Karnataka shall submit a
self-contained note along with actions
initiated in the matter,

* The Government of Karnataka vide
Order No. FEE 88 FLL 2016 dated
31-08-2016 has made it mandatory
for the non-forest CA lands in
FC proposals of private User
Agencies to be a private land either
as Forest Enclosure or adjoining an
existing forest area in man-animal
conflict zone.

* Accordingly, the User Agency in
the instant proposal has identified
the Private non-forest land which is
part of a Survey number which is

surrounded by forest lands falling
inside Bhimgad Wildlife Sanctuary.
* The Deputy Conservator of Forests,
Belagavi Division has already
inspected the proposed CA land on
15-11-2019 and has issued CA
Land Suitability Certificate dated
16-11-2019 (submitted as part of
Stage-I proposal already).
Accordingly, the said non-forest CA
land may be accepted for CA

| purpose the instant proposal.
® The proposed approach road was

already being used by the erstwhile
lessee (M/s Lakshminarayan
Mining Company) without
obtaining the FC for the road.

* Subsequently, the said mining lease
was categorised as C-category mine
as per the report submitted by the
Central Empowered Committee to

the Hon'ble Supreme Court, based
on the illegalities committed by the
said lessee. Accordingly, the said

lease was cancelled by the Hon'ble |

Supreme Court and was later e-
auctioned by the Department of
Mines and Geology.

* Further, the Forest Department had
booked Forest Offence Case (FOC)
No.08/2014-15 dated 13-10-2014
against the erstwhile lessee for
having encroached upon the forest
land to an extent of 47.21 ha
outside the mining lease area.

¢ Later on, the Charge Sheet has also

N

_been filed by the Forest Department




{o.KFDIHOFFIAS-’l (MNG)/43/201 8-FC-KARNATAKA FOREST DEPARTMENT

against the erstwhile lessee before
the Hon’ble JMFC, Sandur, vide
CC.No0.206/2020.

The case is presently pending in the
Hon'ble Court. el oo oo
The proposed approach road is also
being used by M/s Chougule and
Company (ML No.2546).

Further, the new lessee M/s MSPL
Limited, Hospet (ML.No0.0010) 1n
the instant proposal has already
obtained Temporary Permission for
usage of the existing Approach
Road (in question) vide
Government of Karnataka letter
dated 25-02-2020 (copy enclosed).
A sketch showing the existing
Approach Road from ML boundary
of Chowgule and Company Private
Limited (ML No.2546) to SH-49
passing through Kardikolla Iron
Ore Mine of M/s MSPL Limited
(ML No.0010) in NEB Range forest
Sandur North Range, Sandur Taluk,
Ballari District is enclosed.

3 [Tnformation _regarding whether the |
approach road is in use presently or not.
If yes, who are the beneficiary.

In view of the above, it is requested to submit the above information/ document to
Government of India for taking further action.

The present status (Timeline) of the proposal obtained from the FC web portal is
also appended for information.

Yours Faithfully

(Rajiv Ranjan IFS)
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
(Forest Conservation) & Nodal Officer (FCA) .

Copy to M/s MSPL Limited, Baldota Enclave, Aberaj Baldota Road, Hosapete for
information.
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Diversion of 4.845 hectare of forest land in North Eastern Block
(NEB) Forest (near Karadikolla village). Sandur Taluk. Ballari
District for Approach road to Mining Lease (ML) No. 2487 (an e-
auctioned C-Category mine of erstwhile FC holder M/s Lakshmi

Narayana Mining Company) in favour of the successful bider. i.e..
MSPL Ltd.. Hosapete.
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