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Sri Susanta Nanda, IFS
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
(Forest Diversion & Nodal 01ficer. FC Acr)

O/o the PCCF &HoFF, Odisha. Bhubanesu ar
To

Suh:

Ref

The Assistant Inspector General of Forcsts (FC)
Government of India,
Ministry of Environment, Forests & Clinrate Change (F.C. Division)
lndira Paryavaran Bhawan, Aliganj. Jor l3agh RoaJ
NewDelhi-110003

Proposal for non-forestry use of 303.066 ha of forest land located in the mining leasc
Bamebari Iron & Mn. Mine having totar arca of {6{,00 ha in favour of M/s Tati Steel
Ltd. in District Keonjhar- Compliance to GoI observations regarding.

Letter No.8-35/2022-FC dated 27.12.2022 of rhe Scientist ..D". Gor. N4oEF & cc (FC
Division), New Delhi

Sir,
In inviting a relerence to the above mentioned sub.lecr. this is to inlorm that Covernment oi'

lndia, Ministry of Environment, Forest & clirrate cirange, New Delhi has requesred to furnish the

compliance of l6 nos. of observations. The poinr rvise compliance basing on the reports ofDFo,
Keonjhar Forest Division and RCCF. Rourkela Circle are as lbllo*,s:

Qbservalion No.(i):- KML Jile depicting component y'ise breuk-up of forest land and the entire
lease area has not bee provided, The sume nectls lo bc provitlcrt tti *i State.

Compliance:- In compliance to the observation, the RCCF. Rourkela Circle has reporled that the

User Agency has submitted the KML file depicting the componenr $ ise break-up olforest land along

with the entire leasehold of Bamebari Iron &Manganese l\iine in CD form (CD_l).

entotion :- As per lhe DSS anob:sis, o ttaler stream is pussing lhrough the southern Partof the proposed 254.00 Ha. of land i entifietl fitr CA otttl an ol{l pluntution is visible ontl toaler
body ulso prcsent in !he identiJied areu. The Slote Goycnmrcnt nru| therefore again eramine the
suitahilily of tlegraded fo,'esl lut,d rtrr raising CA.

Compliance:- In compliance to the observation. the RCCF, Rourkela Circle has repofied that an area

measuring 209.419Ha. (160.419Ha. at Village Tarranga and 49.001 la. at village Sudanga) within the
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District of Keonjhar and 66. l26Ha. at V illage-Asanbahali in the District of Dhenkanal which comes

to 275.545 Ha. in total havc been identified fbr raising Conrpensatory Afforestation. Out of the

aibresaid CA Land o1275.545 IIa.. an area rneasuring 149.546Ha is suitable for plantation and only

435 l0 nos. of saplings can be accommodated within the total identified CA Land. Therefore, in order

to accommodate the balance 232015 nos. saplings. the UA has identified an area measuring 240 00

Ha (not 25,1 ha) of Degratled Folest Land l,ithin the Masinabilla RF under Ghatagaon Range in

Keonjhar djstrict. Ihe DSS analysis report duly signed by the DFO, Keonjhar Division and

countersigned by the RCCF-, Rourkela Circle is enclosed as Annexure-I Series.

As repofied by thc DFO. Keon-ihar Division, the identified degraded forest land has been

verified by the Forest Range Otficer. Ghatagaon Range and a certificate to this effect regarding

suitability u,ith due counter signature of DF0, Keonihar along rvith the map (enclosed as Annexure-

I Serics). The KML file ol'CA land and Addl. CA land is enclosed in CD form.

Ohservutiott .(iiil:-Det(ils o_f lhe notilications of RF and revenue/relevant records of the

recortletl forest (Revenue Foresl / DLC Forest / Sabik Forest) involved in the proposals lo he

providel by lhe Stote Gowrn,ne l.

Compliance:- In contpliance to the observation, the RCCF. Rourkela Circle has reported that

Thakurani RF having an area measurit'tg '1679.950 ha under order F.S.58/04-41011/R and Sidhamatha

R-F having an area nreasuring 5970.9,10 ha under order F.S. 127179-53183lP' have been notified on

15.10.2005 and 23.07.1979 respccriVel)'. Irunher. the details of the land records authenticated by

Tahasildar. Barbiland countcrsigned b; the DL'O, Keoqihar Forest Division perlaining to DLC Forest

Land & Sabik Forest Land inYolved in the proposals alongwith the abstract have been enclosed as

Annexu re-II Series.

Observotion No,fiv):-A Site Specilic Lltil life Management Plan for tlte urea ltas been approved by
the PCCF (Wildlife) on (t1.09.2015 with u Jinuncial outla)' of Rs.635.91 Lakh. Details of updated
stutus of implementution of provisions provided i the Sile SpeciJic Wildlife Management Plan
along wilh year wise detuils of expenliture incurred on the implemeticrtion of provision of the
lltildlifc Manugement Plan may be inJbrme by the Stale.

Compliance:- In compliance to the observation. the RCCF. Rourkela Circle has reported that the

Site-Specific Wildlite Corrservation Plan fbr BanTebari Iron & Mn Mine was approved by the

Principal Chief Conservator ol'Forests(Wildlife)& Chief Wildlife Warden, Odisha with a financial

oullay of li.s.635.91 lakh vide Mcnro No.77,1i dated 01.09.2015 for the following activities:

a) For the activities to bc irnplcnrented b1, the User Agency in the project area is Rs. 166.10
Lakh.

b) For the activities to be inrplemented b.v- the DFO. Keonjhar Division in the project impact area
is Rs.zl69.8l Lakh.

As repolted b), the DFO, Keonjhar Division. as per the demand. the User Agency had

deposited an arnount ol Rs. 469.81 Lakh in the CAMPA Orissa SB Account for implementation of
activities \\ ithin the project ir.npact arca.
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As repofted by the DFo, Keon-ihar Division, clue to non receipt ol tirnds from cAMpA
Account, no activities in the projcct impact arc. under the approved sswLCp ha'e been
implemented by his office till date. Afler receipt ol iirntls liorn CAMpA Account, nccessary
activities will be undertaken in pro.iect iirpact area.

Further, as per report of the DFo. Keonjhar Dir. ision. rhe l car ,,r,ise activities implernented by
the User Agency along with expenditure incurred

Conservation Plan are provided here in belou,:_

Implemcntation of the provisions of Sitc_Specific
Wildlife Consenation plan

Expenditure
incu rrcd in Rs-

Forest Range Offi 88.000.00

lltercin a, per prorision i,t the \\ildlile

cer. Chanrprra r ide V..nr,, \o. I 818 dared
25.09.2018 demanded Rs. 88.000.00 lbr parmenr of Hire Charges
of vehicle engaged for checking of smuggling ol- nrjnerals and
forest produces within the Barnebari h.on &l\,1n. Mines and thc
User Agency has depositcd thc samc amount and communicated
vide lener No. BIMM/L&L/465/201 9 clatcd 2l ,06.20 I 9.

Forest Range Officer. Champua vidc Mcnto No. l3Z dated
30.07 .2021 demanded Rs. 1.2.1,000.00 for. pavment of [{irc
Charges of vehicle cngaged for chccking o1' snrLrggling of
minerals and forest produces \\,ithin the Bantcbari lron AVn.
Mines and the User Agency has cleposited lhc sarne alrount and
communicated vide lettcr No. N{GM/L&l_i,108/2021 dated
07.09.2021 .

Execution of Solar fi:ncing u,ork ar Bantebari Blo
Iron &Mn. IVIine

I .14,000.00

ck ol Bamebari 13.51.191.00

sl.
No.

Year

20t6 Forest Range Officer, ChampLra
22.04.2016 derranded Rs. 7i.5 00.0

vide Memo No. 4l l dated 73,500.00

of vehicle engaged for checking
forest produces u,ithin the Bame

0 fbr par.rnent olFlire Charges
of sntuggling r:l minerais and

bari lron &\,1n. l\lincs and the
User Agency has deposited the sa
vide lener No. BMMi L&L/553/20

me amoLlnt and comrlunicated
l6 dated 2.1.08.2016

7 2017 Supply of equiprnent and
allied services u,hich r'" a

Officer, Keonjhar Div

Division Ollice ltet\\ orking and other
s demandcd by, the Divisional Forest
ision. Kcon-ihar. r,ide lener No.

24,06,01 I .00

6449/Mining dated 20.10.2017 lo\\,ar(ls supcrvision and
implementation of the Site Specific \\iildlil-e Conscrvation plan in
th fh UptoJ ct a e sef en c)' h as p r0 d cd th I ten-l s &

du men as IE u re b the au h O l' t

3 201 8

4 2021

5 z02t

6 2021 Security deplovment for to check fi,e insrances inside the lorest 12,00,000.00
areas within & outskins of rhe Ieaschold ol. Bamebari Iron &Mn.
Mine
Security deployment to check fire inslances inside the fbrest areas r2.00,000.00
rvithin & outskirts of the leaschold ol Barnchari Iron &Vn M inc
Creation ofAu,areness around the N.{inin g area 1,40.000.00
Creation olAn.areness around the l\4inin g area r.70.000.00
Execution of Solar Fencing rvork at Joribar Bli:ck of Barnebari
Iron &Mn. N1ine

9.0 0.000.00

76,52,702.00Total

7 2022

8 2021

l0 2022
lt 2022
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Observorion No.(v):-Copr of rhe ORSAC, 1999 and comments of the Cll'LlY about lhe sensilivit)'

,fir-r*, i, t"r^ qy^iUjnmt habituts, corridors and human-elephanl conJlicts in lhe area und

his recommendqtions for thc pntposul,

Compliance:- In compliance to the obscruation. the DFO. Keonjhar Division has submitted, the copy

ol the report of ORSAC. 1999 rvhich is enclosed hcrewith as Annexure-Ill. Further, the DFO.

Keonjhar Division has repofted about the sensitivity to the mining lease area in terms of the

follorving:-

Bamebari Iron &Mn. Mines involves 3 blocks namely, A. Joribahal Block, B. Boneikala

Block. C. Bau.rebaari Block. Further, the DFO, Keonjhar Division has reported about their sensitivity

in terms of Elephant habitats. corridors and hurnan-elephant conflicts in the area asfollows:-

C

Elephant Habitats No

B Corridor Karo-Karampada elephant corridor is situated 10.00 KM
from the Bonaikela Block of the mining lease of
Barnebari lron & Mn mines

There rvere death of l0 elephants& l2 human being in

the l0 KM buffer area of mining lease in last l3 years.
'fhere was no any man-elephant conflict inside mining

lease. Two blocks are already broken, only one block

namely Bonaikala is virgin where there is no any

elephant movement inside thjs Block since last 13 years

as per record and present elephant movement scenario.

Man-Elcphant con llict
outside the mining lease

Further, the DFO. Keonjhar Division has subrnitted authenticated Toposheet maps showing

Elephant & Human death in the impact area of the Mining Lease which is enclosed as Annexure-IV

Series.

Obse rvulion No.(vil:-As the ,ruremenl of elephnnts has been reported in the area, the clear
recommentk ion of ChieJ llildlde lYunlen unl PCCF (ll/L) may befurnished by the State.

Compliance:- In corripliance to the observation. the RCCF. Rourkela Cirqle has reported that a Site

Specitic Wildlife Conservation Plan has been approved by the PCCF (WL) & CWLW, Odisha vide

his Memo No.7743 dated 01.09.2015 and has reconrrrended to implement the same to mitigate the

hurnan elephant conllict ovcr ths pro-icct area rvhich is enclosed as Annexure-V.

Observatiott No.(vii):- Proptsal hus been submitted Jbr 303.066 ha while the area as per DGPS
survey is 293,629 Ha i.e. lhere is dillbrenu of 9,437 ha. The State Government mq), therefore,
speci/icull1, indic e the areu lo be consilered for diversion b! the Central Government.

Compliance:- In cotnpliancc to llle observation, the RCCF, Rourkela Circle has reported that DGPS

survev was done over the proposcd area tbr diversion i.e. 303.066 Ha. The area after the DcpS

survey has been computed to 293.629 Ha.. rvith a dil'ference of 9.437 FIa. Further. the difference thus

arrived is due to use ofdifferent Ineasuling method/instrument. However, oRSAC, Bhubaneswar. the
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apex body of the state of odisha for space technorogy apprications, has found that, the maps are
corrected at a confidence revel of g5%. (within 5% permissibre error limit). (copy enclosed)

As reported by the DFo, Keonjhar Division, the Central Governrnent may consider the R.o.R
area i.e.303.066 ha for diversion whereas theDGpSmap area is 293.629 ha.

The certificate from the ORSAC and the DGpS map of 3 brocks duly vened by oRSAC are
enclosed herewith as Annexure-VI Series.

oll-bsgrvation No.(yiiit:' Proposol.for notification of the land hos been submiued on 30.06.2004.Updated stdtus of CA raised in lieu of diiersion olilS.SZe rua offorest tand neni, ti i"'inyor^ra
b.y :he stlt: along with updared progress of nofificarion o.f ion-.rbrest lond as pF,/RF needs to beinformed b! the State

compliance:- In compliance to the observation, the RCCF, Rourkela circle has reported that the
draft notification proposal for declaration of protected tbrest Lrnder seclion-j3 ofthe OFA, 1972 of
l9'640 ha non-forest Govt. land identified in village Rugudikasada ancl 40.660 ha of non-fbrest
Govt' land in village Tiribira under Banspal Tahasil of Keonjhar district have been submitted and pF

notification has already been pubrished by Govt. ofodisha, FE, & cc Deparrment. The notification
of forest land are enclosed herewith as Annexure-Vll Series.

o-b$grvotion No,(ix):- DFo, Keonjhar vide his teler no.gL2s lated 17.11.2021 requested lhe
Collector, Keonihar to take aclion as per the prevoiting Acts antl rules for DLC and Revenue Jbrestland against the violation committed bJj the user agei'cy in the foresf iantl, Updated status oJ. legal
dctions taken by lhe District Co.llector, Keonjhar iay b'e intimoted by the Stai und justilication fordelays, if any mry also be furnished,

compliance:- In compliance to the observation, the RCCF, Rourkela circle has reported that the
DFo, Keonjhar Division was requested the collector. Keonjhar vide his Letter No.g205 dated
17 .11.2021 to take legal action against Tata Steel Ltd for use of DLC and Khesra Forest land without
approval under FC Act, 1980 involved in the mining lease area over 464 ha. The Addl. District
Magistrate, Keonjhar vide Memo No.384 dated 14.02.2023 has directed the Tahasildar, Barbil to
cause an enquiry into the allegation and take appropriate action as per prevailing Act & Rule.
Further, the Collector has also been further requested by the DFO, Keonjhar Forest Division vide his

Letter No.9407 dated 28.08.2023 to expedite the above matter. The copy of the letter are enclosed as

Annexure-VlII.

Qbsgru-otion No,( :- so far, the user agency lrns reclaimed an area of 14.70 ha by undertaking
back-Jilling. The state Government moy inform if the back-filting-is in confoimity h,ith the
schedule provided in the approued Mining Plan antl gops if any, moy be intimatei by thi state.

Compliance:- In compliance to the observation, rhe RCCF. Rourkela Circle has reported that the

User Agency has reclaimed an area measuring 16.00 Ila by undertaking back filling cumulatively till
2021'2022 financial year in the Bamebari lron & Mn. Mines against l4.70Ha and submitted returns

under Progressive Mine Closure Plan for the year 2021-2022. Furlher, the figures are in-conformity

with the Review of Mine Plan for Bamebari lron & Mn. Mine. The self-certified copy of the pMCp

returns submitted by the User Agency is enclosed lrererr ith as Annexure-IX Series.
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Observution No.fti)r Purpose wise break-up of forest land reveals that an arca of 24,522 ha is

*rd", T"r^ttfilcrlrny. A confirmatioo ,"idt to be furnishett by the State Government .if 
lhe said

area is already und"r ise or il- hos been or purt thereof is proposed afresh for such facilities. The

Stqte Government muy trlsl subnit its comments on the optimiZation of lanil requirement for
various components s'uch as conslruclion of buittlings, oB dumping' mineral slorage area, etc.

antl possibility to shifl the same to non'forest area.

Compliance:- ln compliance to the observation. the RCCF, Rourkela Circle has reported that no

fresh land has been proposed for diversion by the User Agency and the purpose wise break-up of

forest land measuring an area of24.522 Ha is kept under Township/Colony which includes 5.057 Ha

of Non-Forest Land within the Bamebari Block and the balance 19.465 ha land was already broken-

up prior to 1980 which arc found to be Non-forest land recorded as forest in Government records as

on 25.1 0.1980. The local in habitants and company security staffs have been residing prior to 1980.

Further, as per report of the DFo. Keonjhar Division, it is not possible on the part of lJser

Agency to optimize the land requirement for use at present and shift the same to the Non-Forest area.

Observotion No.(xii):- Lsttd use proposed in the Progressive Mine Closure Plan indicate an atea

of 232.167 ltu to be remaining untouched on 31.03.2025 while no such area is mentioned in the

land use submited alo,rg brilh the ptoposal, Disctepancies were also obsemed in other land uses

for instance land uses like sloroge oftopsoil is not included in lhe proposdl. The State Government
may, therefore comments on lhe variation in the land uses proposed in the enant proposal and
Progressive Mine Closure Plan and area involved lhereof.

Compliance:- In compliance to the observation, the RCCF, Rourkela Circle has repofied that the

review of Mining Plan has been approved on dated 03.08.2020 for the entire leasehold of 464.00 ha

of Bamebari lron & Mn. Mines and the land use proposed therein for undertaking mining and allied

activities in the plan period only i.e. for five years. Further, the land use figured out in the proposed

land use plan ofthe instarrt Forest Diversion Proposal is proposed till the end of life ofthe mines. It is

pertinent to mention that the remaining untouched area measuring 232.167 ha shall be utilized in

accordance with the nrining plan and gradual expansion olthe mines.

Observation No.(xiii):- The secottd renewal Ierm of mining leases in 1982 over an area of 1150.55
Ha, including 950.069 hcr, teus without the prior approval of the Central Government. As per fact
contuined in the then inspection reporl of lhe Regional OfJicer, the State Govemment has
recommend raising of penal contpe,rsatory afforeslation in lieu of area used in the violation of FC
Act, 1980, Stttus ofthe same mny be inlimated b1 the State.

Compliance:- ln compliance to the observation, the RCCF, Rourkela Circle has reported that the

State Government in F&E Deptt. has recomnrended for raising of Penal Compensatory Afforestation

in lieu of area used in the violation of FC Act, 1980 vide their 9623lFE dt.02.07.2004. But, MoEF,

Govt. of India has not imposed Penal Compensatory Afforestation to the User Agency. There is no

such condition found to have Lreen stipulated in-principle approval d1.26.05.2005 and Stage-ll

approval dt.25.01.2007 over an area 145.329ha.

ohservalion No.kiv):- An area of 4.764 ha has been earma*ed for safety zone. I{ML file of the
area earmarked for safel! zone may be furnished b! the slote. As the lease is an existing lease,
status of maintenance of the sonrc ma] be inJormed by the Stale along with status of afforestation
undefiaken in lhe pust in lieu of liversion of.forest land may be informed by the State.
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compliance:- [n compriance to the observation, thc RCCF, Rourkera circre has reported that the
KML file ofthe area earmarked for safety zone over 1.764 ha. ol Forest lancl has been turnished in a
compact disc enclosed as cD-XA. Further, the totar sarctl,zone area is 27.946 ha out of which safbty
zone is kept in the approved diversion proposar over an arca o1-I45.329 ha is 3.097 ha ancl area of
safety zone proposed in the instant proposal is 24.g49 ha. Thc green bert area of the insranr proposal
is l '667 ha. So, the area earmarked for safety zone or 4.764 ha is invor'ing 3.097 ha sarew zone and
1 '667 ha earmarked for green belt' The photographs sliou'ing the present status of maintenance of the
Safety Zone are enclosed here*,ith as Annexure_X.

observatjon No,(xv):- Presenr status of 14s.329 ho ol.for.csr tontr yis-ri-r,is lnnd use proposed in trtecurrent Mining Pran, whether rhe approwr gruntei it 2007 unr conditions presct;be; ;iir"i, orecompotible b)ith tlte land use proposed in the-updoted trIining pltttr.

compliance:- In compliance to the observatbn. the RCCF. Rourkela Circle has repofted that the
DFo, Keonjhar Divisio, has submitted the ra,d use pattern approved in Stage-lr FC in the year 2007,
as per the table given herein belou', it is confirrred that the app.oval granterl in 2007 ardconditions
prescribed therein are compatible with the land use proposed in the updated Mining plan ofthe User
Agency

st.
No.

Components

Land Use
Pattern as per
the approved

Mine plan as on
01.04.2020

I Mining

7.297 5 12.297

87.84
2 Sloring Mineral/Topsoil

3 Dumping of Over Burden 3 8.686 8.691 47.377 45.5 34

4,5 Plant, workshop, Storing
Tools & Machineries

0.48 0.7 4 I 22

6 Construction of Building.
Power Stati Worksho

0.54 3.594 4.134 21.35

7 Torvnship & Housing
Colony

-) I ).0.71t 23.8 I r

8 Construction ofRoad.
Ropeway & Rly Line

8.64 3.57 12.21 10.12

Total area in Ha. 145.329 {5.101 190.73 180.246

8.0r6

4.086

Ohsprvation No. i):-

Land Use Pattern as shown in the approl,ed
Stage-II FC in the year 2007

Total
Area in

Ha.Area in
Ha.

(Forest)

Area in Ha.
(Non -forest)

in the Keonjhor Forest
Details of the operational and uhandonetl mines in tlte lantlscope ontl also
Division.

Compliance:- In compliance to the observation. the RCCF- Rourkela Circle has reported that the

DFO, Keonjhar Division has subnrincd the status ot operatitual and abandoned mines in the

landscape in Keonjhar Forest Division which is enclosed hereu.ith as Annexure-XI.
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Memo No. lDr.
Copy alongwith the compliance report forwarded to the Dy. Director General of_ Forests

(Central), ir4ogf&tC, RO, Bhubaneswar for favour of kind information and necessary action with

ieference to Letter No.8-35i2022-FC dated 27 .12.2022 of the Scientist "D", GoI, MoEF&CC(FC

Inviewoftheabove,thecompliancetotheobservationsofGovemmentoflndia,MoEF&

CC, New Delhi is sent herewith fbr favour ofkind information and necessary action.

Encl: Compliance in one set
Yours faithfully

Principal Chief
(Forest Diversion Nodal Offi ,F Act)

Division), New Delhi
Encl: Compliance in one set

Principal Chief Co
(Forest Diversion and odal FC Act)

Encl: Compliance in one set

Principal Chi P#Forests
(Forest Diversion and N tcer, FC Act)

Memo No. lDt.
Copy forwarded to the Regional Chief Conservator of Forests, Rourkela Circle for

information and necessary action with reference to his Memo No. 1840 dated 09.06.2023 and Memo
No.2947 dated 1 1.09.2023.

Principal ChiefCon rests
(Forest Diversion and Nodal cer, FC Act)

Memo No. /Dt.
Copy forwarded to the Divisional Forest Officer, Keonjhar Forest Division for information

and necessary action with reference to Memo No. 1841 dated 09.06.2023 and Memo No.2948 dated
11.09.2023 of RCCF, Rourkela Circle.

MemoNo. lqlb\ /Dt. 90' Oq'.Q92 \
copy alongwith the compliance report forwarded to thel'f.dditional Chief Secretary to

Governmint. Forest, Environment and Climate Change Department, Odishq Bhubaneswar lor
favour of kind information and necessary action with reference to Letter No. 8-35/2022-FC dated

27.12.2022 of the Scientist "D", Gol, MoEF& CC(FC Division), New Delhi

4-a"- .
Pri ncipal Chief CEn'servaro'{dfA}*a

(Forest Diversion and Nodal Officer, FC Act)
Memo No. /Dt.
Copy forwarded to the Vice President, Raw Materials, TATA Steel Limited, 273, Bhouma

Nagar, Unit-lV, Bhubaneswar-75 l00l 1br information and necessary action.

Principal Chief
r'c a.q

{**e*qW

(Forest Diversion and odal Officer,
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