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QHOR:  Diversion of 177.091 ha of forest land in Kali Tiger Reserve,
Dharawad, Haliyal and Belgaum Divisions for 400 KV
Transmission Line LILO Project in favour of Manager (Projects),
Goa-Tamnar Transmission Projct Ltd, New Delhi- reg.
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Even though the Village wise breakup of Forest
land in 34 villages falling in four administrative
units, viz., Dharawad, Halyal, Dandeli Wildlife
(Kali Tiger Reserve) and Belagavi Division(s)
has been uploaded online as well as provided in
the hard copies of proposal, the individual
Survey Number wise extent of Forest land
proposed for diversion has not been provided
for 30.412 ha forest land in Dandeli Wildlife
Division in the proposal.
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The Eco-Class of the forest land in Belagavi
Division has been mention as Eco-Class — IV
however the composuition of Forest tree species
in the area suggests the same to be Eco- Class-I
same has been reported by the ICT centre.
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As per ICT observation, the CA land proposed
in Belagavi Division is also falling in Sy. No.
176 of Kakati village. Similarly, as per ICT
obserbvations, the CA land proposed in Haliyal
Division falls in Mandihala village Sy No. 46,
47 48, 59 & 60 instead of Sy. No. 34, 36297,
38, & 44.
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Hard copies of Geo-Referenced Maps of proposed
CA land parcels in Belagavi Division have not been
provided. Similarly, the hard copies of Topo maps
and Geo-Referenced Maps of proposed CA land
parcels in Haliyal Division have not been provided.

a. Survey of India Topo sheet (s) on 1:50,000
scale showing the porposed CA land parcel.
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b. Geo-Referenced Maps showing the proposed
CA land parcel(s) super imposed on the village
maps with GPS readings (Datum WGS 84; in
Degree decimals) of all corners such land
parcels.
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c. CA Schemes prepared in accordance with Para
2.8 (ii) of the Government of India FC
guidelines.
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d. CA land Suitability Certificates in prescribed
format
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Giridhar Kulkarni

102, c/o R L Kulkarni
Gourinandan Residency

4th Cross, R K Marg
Hindwadi, Belagavi-590011
19t November, 2020

To,

Conservator of Forests
Belagavi Circle
Belagavi -590001

Sir,

Subject: Appeal to reject the Forest Clearance Proposal of Goa- Tamnar Transmission Line: LILO of
One Ckt of Narendra (Existing)-Narendra (New) 400kV D/C Quad Transmission Line.
Reference:

a.

b.

My Letter dated 17t November, 2018 addressed to Honorable Chief Minister, Government
of Karnataka.

Office of Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Head of Forest Force- hereafter PCCF
(HoFF))’s letter dated 2nd January, 2019 to me.

Office of PCCF (HoFF)'s letter dated 1st February, 2019 to Unit Officers of Kanara Circle

My Letter dated 18t June, 2019 to Shri T M Vijay Bhaskar, IAS: Chief Secretary, Karnataka
requesting to reject the aforesaid proposal.

My Letter dated 27t November, 2019 to Deputy Conservator of Forests, Belagavi Division
requesting to reject the aforesaid proposal and copy marked to your office.

My Letter dated 14t February, 2020 to Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
(Forest Conservation) and Nodal Officer (FCA), Karnataka.

With reference to the subject above and in continuation of my letters (Ref a-f), I wish to bring on
record, the following important issues for your careful reconsideration.

1

The Transmission Line proposal submitted by the User Agency is part of Additional 400 kV
feed to Goa and additional system for power evacuation from Generation Projects located at
Rajgarh (Tamnar) Pool for which diversion of forest land has been sought in Dharwad,
Belagavi and Uttara Kannada Districts.

Out of the 177.091 hectares of forest land for which diversion is sought, majority of the
alignment i.e. around 101 hectares fall in Belagavi Division of Belagavi District and majorly
in Western Ghats Landscape.

There are many villages in and around the proposed project area and the people of these
villages depend on the proposed forests for cattle grazing, fuelwood, collection of non-wood
forest products etc. for their bonafide use.

The diversion of around 101 hectares of forest land for the proposed project would create
additional biotic pressure (fuel wood and Non wood forest produce collection, grazing etc.)
on the adjoining forest areas.



The removal of native vegetation for transmission line in the proposed forest areas would
result in fragmentation of forests, loss of wildlife natural habitat, create imbalance in the
function of watershed, accelerate the human-wildlife conflict, disturbance to wildlife
corridor and avifauna habitat, invasion of alien species (weeds), decline in non-wood forest
produce production which will threaten the rights and livelihood of local communities.

The proposed forest area is highly prone to human-wildlife conflict which is evident from
the compensation that is being paid to the affected villagers for the damage caused by
elephants and sloth bear especially besides gaurs, wild pigs etc. The nature of damage
includes human casualty, human injury, crop damage and other property damage.

The proposed project area is already fragmented and disturbed by major linear projects like
National Highway 4A Widening Project, Alnavar-Ramnagar State Highway Improvement
Project, Hospet-Londa-Vasco Railway Doubling Project and Londa-Miraj Railway Project.
Hence, the proposed project area cannot sustain anymore disturbance/fragmentation by
such large linear projects and therefore, needs proper protection which necessitates to
avoid the present transmission line project.

The proposed project area is part of Dandeli Elephant Reserve notified by the Government
of Karnataka. Elephant Reserves are funded under the Centrally Sponsored Scheme of the
Central Government ie. Prolect Elephant One of the main objectives of this scheme i Is “To

MMEW The very ob]ectlve of notlfymg the Elephant Reserve and
even the Project Elephant Scheme will be defeated if adequate measures are not taken to
protect elephants, their habitats and corridors.

The forest areas of the proposed project area are included in Biodiversity Conservation
Working Circle (Working Plan of Belagavi (Belgaum) Forest Division for the Period From
2012-13 to 2021-22, Government of Karnataka: Karnataka Forest Department). Chapter 10
(10.1 and 10.2) of this Working Plan (Bio-Diversity Conservation Working Circle: Section 1,
General Constitution of the Working Circle) clearly specifies that,

a. This Working Circle comprises of the evergreen, semi-evergreen and moist
deciduous forests which have immense ecological and environmental
significance. A greater part of these forests is on steep slopes and is thus the
area is erosion prone. Owing to the practice of Kumri cultivation in the past,
some of the areas have vast grasslands. Such areas have hard lateritic soil
that does not allow infiltration of rainwater. This causes high runoff during
monsoon. It is essential to ensure that these ecologically sensitive areas are
fully protected so that the existing vegetation can sustain and develop
further thereby improving the infiltration of rainwater.

b. Being the place of origin of several rivers and small streams, these forests
have great hydrological functions not only for the tract covered by this Plain
but also vast agricultural fields downstream. They are also rich in
biodiversity, especially in the plant diversity and smaller animal forms. The
ecological balance in these forests is sensitive and if disturbed, the existence
of many floral and faunal species will be threatened. Therefore, these areas
need to be preserved in as pristine as possible. This working circle will also
include all the riverine ecosystems in a 50m buffer zone on either side of the




rivers namely- Mahadai, Tilari, Malaprabha and Ghataprabha and other
major streams within the forest limits.

10. Further, the Honorable High Court of Karnataka had Suo Motu initiated the Public Interest
litigation (W.P. 14029/2008 (GM-RES)) with respect to unnatural deaths of elephants and
had given directions to State Government vide its order dated 8t October, 2013 and
relevant directions are reproduced as below.

a. The State is directed to review all clearances given to various projects in the
elephant habitat and corridor in a time bound manner;

b. Wherever there is a diversion of forest lands falling within the elephant
habitat and corridor, the same must be referred to the Chief Wildlife Warden
for assessment of the potential impact, before issuance of any approval or
clearance by the State;

c. The State is directed to review the non-forest activities in the elephant
habitat and corridor and take appropriate action in that regard, in case there
is any violation of law;

d. The State Government shall review the user of the land on the periphery of
forests falling within the elephant habitat and corridor and take requisite
steps for its conservation and preservation;

e. The State shall implement the Policy and Action Plan of the Union
concerning Project Elephant in its true letter and spirit;

In view of the above, I earnestly pray you to reject the Forest Clearance Proposal of Goa- Tamnar
Transmission Line which is redundant and extremely detrimental to the wildlife conservation.

I would request you to bring my objections on record with a request to send me the copy of the
action taken in this regard.
Thanking You,

b=
Sincerely
Giridhar Kulkarni

Copy to,
1. Deputy Conservator of Forests (Belagavi Division), Belagavi



