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&do$: Diversion of 177.091 ha of forest land in Kali riger Reserve,
Dharawad, Haliyal and Belgaum Divisions for 400 KV
Transmission Line LILO project in favour of Manager (projects),
Goa-Tamnar Transmission fro;ct Ltd, New Delhi- reg.w$e$: 1. drod6 dpS tus. erdeor- Bod$moeroo?Sc, (er.io),

eJorldo& ddd dg ioa3r: Eop6G/d?^jrt-oe6oec/o52f
(doq6aef) lt5 /2019-aFrtu, Odo d: 30_07 _2020.

2. I"d erdeo, eQt-oo, r(oeOdgo "add dg ioaJr: dersr/
rtoeOdgy2 oZO-21, ooood: 18-08-2020.

{"d erdeo, ee6DO, ej,oeooo "add dg ioa3r: derer/
e3,oeooo/I4 3 /2020-2t, Ooood: tB-08-2020.
de.:oJ: edeo, ereuoo, oarldnoq "add dg ioaJr: derer/
oorl d ro e7+ 0 0 d a/%df / 20 20 -2t, o oo od : 28 -08 -20 20.

S. 
{o0oS1 "Or, iod$maeroO, aisrroa .add dg ioa3r:

6. I-oJrl cd% iodg,mo6aoo, e,isrroa .add dg 'ioa3r:

ierBoTdwa/rbes6rD g/2 0 20 -21 6oo od: fl-lt-Z} 20.
7. ioaoJrd udeo, iod$moqaoo, oarldrrop ddd dg ioaJr:

depio/oo eruO/Transmission Line/2 O 20 -21 6oo o d: lg -ll-ZOZO
8. Booobd erdeo, ioddoaaeuoO, anood.od ddd dg iosE:

**t'l*

J.

4.

vo fdo fr ciwg$,t,,i6,-,rt{t I }r{."'),
tj9ma i$d, ts+ru;).

1;,, 0i;$;rr;i

_ 5 Bi[ 20?0

$o&t H\0
u.io.

u.Po.
&do$dd iouoQ:rdod, erueje$-l d dgdp, dozs,xdod, drl Goa-Tamnar

ransmission Project Limited, Dharwad .adori [gqeodilc dod crgdBien 8,t3)
eJ

10r.7 47

dfl*d eldeo, Sideddd:o dozSd drod>d $od> erdeo, (ioddaa) roo31-1980 dao$g

n$nend gQddo$gd dra,dddl'l$ab4 ioda& erldd cDsDeidd;ooorl w$eaD (2) ood (6) d

dgil9g de;o3: erdeo, elQdoo, rioe0dvu el:oeoo-o, oorldrrog aarlo iooojrd erdeo,

iod$aoqaoo, z3$rro&, arooadod aorh oorldroq .ad6 * Eghdod dd6
ddo ddoo$$o dQ dDo6d gd)d $0d) rpddr.ld.oood nQnennd.

F:U01g-2o\Additod 4mKV (coa Tmu)\L€flffi .d@x

iO:rdrs"d.
OJ

ll



9no e}ro.rN"rgl lvJ

I

2

ereo tttough the Village wise breakup of Forest

land in 34 villages falling in four administrative

units, viz., Dharawad, Halyal, Dandeli Wildlife
(Kali Tiger Reserve) and Belagavi Division(s)

has beeruploaded online as lvell as provided in

the hard iopies of proposal, the individual

Survey Number wise extent of Forest land

proposed for diversion has not been provided

for 30.412 ha forest land in Dandeli Wildlife
T)irricinn in fhe nronosal-
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The Eco{tass of the forest land in Belagavi

Division has been mention as Eco-Class - IV
however the composuition of Forest tree species

in the area suggests the same to be Eco- Class-I

same has been reported by the ICT centre'

{fgag Sidedrlsb Eco-Cass I dg
uOg*. sd'clddfdg ido drDdd6do$&4

iodAXeDRd.

3 Ar dlCT obse,vation, the CA land proposed

in Belagavi Division is also falling in Sy' No'

176 of Kakati village. Similarly, as per ICT

obserbvations, the CA land proposed in Haliyal

Division falls in Mandihala village Sy No' 46,

47 48, 59 & 60 instead of Sy. No. 34, 36, 37,

38. &.44.
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4 @Mapsof proposed

CA landparcels in Belagavi Division have not been

provided. Similarly, the hard copies of Topo maps

and Geo-Referenced Maps of proposed CA land

Darcels in Haliyal Diris,on hare not be'

Sr*"rualrdia ToPo sheet (s) on 1:50,000

scale showing the porposed CA land parcel'
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ffishowing the ProPosed

CA land parcel(s) super imposed on the village

maps with GPS readings (Datum WGS 84; in

Degree decimals) of all corners such land

parcels.
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@eienhd.c. C,L Schemes prepared in accordance wlth Para

2.8 (ii) of the Govemment of India FC

guidelines.
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Giridhar Kulkarni
102,c/oRLKulkarni
Gourinandan Residency
4thCross,RKMarg
Hindwadi, Belagavi-5900 1 1

19th November,2020

To,
Conservator of Forests
Belagavi Circle
Belagavi -590001

Sir,
Subiect: Appeal to reject the Forest Ctearance Proposal of Goa- Tamnar Transmission Line: LILO of
one Ckt of Narendra (Existing)-Narendra (New) +riotv D/C euad Transmission Line.
Reference:

a' My Letter dated 17ttr November, 2018 addressed to Honorable Chief Minister, Government
of Karnataka.

b' Office of Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Head of Forest Force- hereafter pCCF
(HoFF))'s letter dated Zna |anuary, 2019 to me.c' office of PCCF [HoFF)'s letter dated 1't February, 20'].9 to Unit officers of Kanara Circled' My Letter dated lBtt' fune, 2019 to Shri T M Vijay Bhaskal IAS: Chief Secretary, Karnataka
requesting to reject the aforesaid proposal.

e' My Letter dated 27th November, 2019 to Deputy Conservator of Forests, Belagavi Division
requesting to reiect the aforesaid proposal and copy marked to your office.f' My Letter dated 14th February, 2020 to Additional Principal ihi.f conr.rvator of Forests
(Forest Conservation) and Nodal Officer (FCA), Karnataka.

With reference to the subject above and in continuation of my letters (Ref a-f), I wish to bring on
record, the following important issues for your careful reconsiieration.

7' The Transmission Line proposal submitted by the User Agency is part of Additional 400 kV
feed to Goa and additional system for power evacuation f-m cener"tion projects located at
Rajgarh (Tamnar) Pool for which diversion of forest land has been sought in Dharwad,
Belagavi and Uttara Kannada Districts.

2' out of the L77,097 hectares of forest land for which diversion is sought, majority of the
alignment i.e. around 101 hectares fall in Belagavi Division of Belagavi bistrict ana majorly
in Western Ghats Landscape.

3' There are many villages in and around the proposed project area and the people of these
villages depend on the proposed forests for cattle grazing,fuelwood, collection oi non-wood
forest products etc. for their bonafide use.

4' The diversion of around 101 hectares of forest land forthe proposed projectwould create
additional biotic pressure [fuel wood and Non wood forest pioduce .oil..iior, grazing etc.)
on the adjoining forest areas.



5.

6.

7.

The removal of native vegetation for transmission line in the proposed forest areas would
result in fragmentation of forests, loss of wildlife natural habitat, create imbalance in the

function of watershed, accelerate the human-wildlife conflict, disturbance to wildlife
corridor and avifauna habitat, invasion of alien species (weeds), decline in non-wood forest
produce production which will threaten the rights and livelihood of local communities.

The proposed forest area is highly prone to human-wildlife conflict which is evident from
the compensation that is being paid to the affected villagers for the damage caused by

elephants and sloth bear especially besides gaurs, wild pigs etc. The nature of damage

includes human casualty, human injury crop damage and other property damage.

The proposed project area is already fragmented and disturbed by major linear projects Iike

National Highway 4A Widening Projec! Alnavar-Ramnagar State Highway lmprovement
Project, Hospet-Londa-Vasco Railway Doubling Project and Londa-Miraj Railway Project
Hence, the proposed project area cannot sustain anymore disturbance/fragmentation by
such large linear projects and therefore, needs proper protection which necessitates to
avoid the present transmission line project.

The proposed project area is part of Dandeli Elephant Reserve notified by the Government
of Karnataka. Elephant Reserves are funded under the Centrally Sponsored Scheme of the

Central Government i.e. Project Elephant. One of the main objectives of this scheme is "To
conserve and protect and, where necessat.tt, to restore natural habitats and traditional
corridors/migratoty routes or movement paths used by the elephants - through eco-

restoration. acquisition etc.". The very objective of notiffing the Elephant Reserve and

even the Project Elephant Scheme will be defeated if adequate measures are not taken to
protect elephants, their habitats and corridors.

The forest areas of the proposed project area are included in Biodiversity Conservation

Working Circle (Working Plan of Belagavi (Belgaum) Forest Division for the Period From

2072-13 to 202L-22, Government of Karnataka: Karnataka Forest Department). Chapter 10

(10.1 and 10.2J of this Working Plan (Bio-Diversity Conservation Working Circle: Section 1,

General Constitution of the Working Circle) clearly specifies that,
a. This Working Circle comprises of the evergreen, semi-evergreen and moist

deciduous forests which have immense ecological and environmental
significance. A greater part of these forests is on steep slopes and is thus the
area is erosion prone. Owing to the practice of Kumri cultivation in the past,

some of the areas have vast grasslands. Such areas have hard lateritic soil
that does not allow infiltration of rainwater. This causes high runoff during
monsoon. It is essential to ensure that these ecologically sensitive areas are
fully protected so that the existing vegetation can sustain and develop
further thereby improving the infiltration of rainwater.

b. Being the place of origin of several rivers and small streams, these forests

have great hydrological functions not only for the tract covered by this Plain

but also vast agricultural fields downstream. They are also rich in
biodiversity, especially in the plant diversity and smaller animal forms. The

ecological balance in these forests is sensitive and ifdisturbed, the existence

of many floral and faunal species will be threatened. Therefore, these areas

need to be preserved in as pristine as possible. This working circle will also

include all the riverine ecosystems in a 50m buffer zone on either side of the

B.

9.



rivers namely- Mahadai, Tilari, Maraprabha and Ghataprabha and other
major streams within the forest limits.

10. Further, the Honorable High Court of Karnataka had Suo Motu initiated the public Interest
litigation (w.P. 14029/z0o9 (cM-REs)) with respect to unnahrral deaths of elephants and
had given directions to State Government vide its order dated Btr, October, 2013 and
relevant directions are reproduced as below.

a. The State is directed to review all clearances given to various projects in the
elephant habitat and corridor in a time bound manner;

b. Wherever there is a diversion of forest lands falling within the elephant
habitat and corridor, the same must be referred to thethief wildlife wirden
for assessment of the potential impact, before issuance of any approval or
clearance by the State;

c. The State is directed to review the non-forest activities in the elephant
habitat and corridor and take appropriate action in that regard, in case there
is any violation of law;

d. The State Government shall review the user of the land on the periphery of
forests falling within the elephant habitat and corridor and take requisite
steps for its conservation and preservation;

e. The State shall implement the Policy and Action PIan of the Union
concerning Project Elephant in its true letter and spirit

In view ofthe above, I earnestly pray you to reiect the Forest Clearance proposal of Goa- Tamnar
Transmission Line which is redundant and extremely detrimental to the wildlife conservation.

I would request you to brtng my obJections on record wlth a request to send me the copy of the
actiontaken in this regard,

, -. Thankingyou,

Sincerely
Giridhar Kulkarni

Copy to,
1. Deputy Conservator of Forests (Belagavi Division), Belagavi


