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1. Justification for Opening a New Mining Lease:-

The Gondulpara Opencast Coal Mine, situated in the North Karanpura coalfields of
Hazaribagh district, Jharkhand, has been allocated to M/s Adani Enterprises Limited (AEL)
through vesting order No. NA-104/10/2020-NA dated 8th March 2021, issued by the Ministry of
Coal, Government of India. The project is site-specific and it spans over a total area of 513.18
hectares, of which 219.8 hectares area comprise of forest land.

This site-specific project of coal mining is expected to help the country in ensuring
uninterrupted energy supply, reducing reliance on imported coal, and stimulate economic
development in the country. The project is also expected to generate substantial direct and indirect
employment opportunities at local level, improve local infrastructure, and contribute significantly
to state revenue through royalties and taxes.

2. Brief Profile of Adani Enterprises Limited (AEL):-

Adani Enterprises Limited (AEL) is the flagship company of the Adani Group,
engaged in diversified businesses including natural resources, logistics, and energy. AEL is a
private mining company. It operates multiple coal blocks across India.
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3. Existing Mining Leases in Jharkhand:-

The User Agency has informed that AEL has no existing Mining Leases in
Jharkhand State. It is to confirm here that AEL has no other mining lease under the jurisdiction of
Hazaribagh West Division.

4. Compliance with Open Cast Mining Guidelines (section-c of para 7.8):-

Solid Waste & OB Management: Approximately 279.47 MBCM of overburden
(OB) is expected to be generated during the mine's life. Of this, about 229.27 MBCM is planned
to be accommodated within the vested block through optimized internal dumping. However, the
remaining ~50.20 MBCM OB is planned as an external dump, which has been decided after
technical evaluation by IIT Kharagpur.

An area of 103.26 ha, adjacent to the block, has been proposed for external
dumping. A study for site suitability study by IIT Kharagpur was also conducted, which
confirmed it as the most environmentally viable option with minimal forest impact and avoidance
of coal-bearing zones. This external dump is incorporated in the mining plan, which is duly
approved by the Ministry of Coal.

As per the approved mining plan, all OB placed in the external dump will be fully
rehandled at the time of mine closure to backfill voids, restoring the land close to its original
ground level and enabling post-mining reclamation and afforestation. Also, as per approved
mining plan the topsoil is planned to be stripped and stored carefully and will be reused during the
reclamation process of the mine.
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