By Speed Post ENVIRONMENT & FORESTS(FR.10)
DEPARTMENT, SECRETARIAT,

CHENNAI 8.

Letter No.6734/FR.10/2019-8, Dated.05.02.2020

From
Thiru. Shambu Kallolikar, LA.S.,
Principal Secretary to Government.

\%ge Additional Director General of Forests (Central),

Government of india,
Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change,

Regional Office (South Eastern Zone),

J
a’

1 & 2™ Floor, HEPC Building,
No.34, Cathedral Garden Road,
Nungambakkam, Chennai-34 (w.e)

Sir,
Sub:  Forests - Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 — Tirunelveli Circle / Thoothukudi

Division - Diversion of 0.4611 ha. for improvement of existing Korampallam
surplus course bridge in Mullakadu Reserved Forest of Mullakadu village

Wﬁ — in favour of the Executive Engineer, VOC Port Trust, Thoothukudi -

é Additional information — Regarding.
Ref.

1. From the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests Letter

No.TS4/42075/2018, dated 11.04.2019.
2. Government letter No.6734/FR.10/2019-1,dated 06.05.2019,
17.06.2019 and 19.07.2019.
From the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests Letier
No.TS4/42075/2018, dated 04.06.2019, 02.07.2018 and 22.07.2018S.
Government letter No.6734/FR.10/2019-4 dated 21.08.2019.
Your Letter No.F.No.4-TNB045/2019-CHN/1572, dated 20.09.2018.
Government Letter No.6734/FR.10/2019-5, dated 24.09.2018.
From the Principal Chief Conservator of - Forests Letter
No.TS4/42075/2018, dated 10.01.2020.

| am directed to forward a copy of the reference seventh cited along with its

enclosure wherein the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests has furnished the required
information / documents / clarification as sought for in the reference fifth cited. | am.

w
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therefore, to request you to kindly obtain the Stage-ll approval from the Government of

india, Ministry of Environment and Forests and communicate the same to this Government,
early.

Yours faithfully,

"?M‘L’"‘“"‘i \? 9 51209

l for Principal Secretary to Government
Copy to:-
The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests } Pis
(Head of Department), S|

Chennai-15.




e e TAMILNADU FOREST DEPARTHMENT

From : Jo i {65

Dr, P. Durairasu, IFS., The Additional Principal C“nef
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests,  Conservator of Forests (Central),
(Head of Department), Government of India,

Panagal Maaligai, Saidapet, Ministry of Environment, Forests and

Chennai - 600 015. w0 Climate change, Regional Ofiice,
M Uyt HEPC Building, Nungambakkam,

@.c e \\,mﬁhennal 34.

C.No.TS4/ 42075/2018, Dated: 10.01.2020.
Sir, e e s

oot ~ i
B e H e AR

Sub: Forests - F:brest (Conse;"-vati'on} Act, 1980 —Tirunelveli
Circle / Thoothukudi Division - Proposal for diversion
of 0.4626 ha for improvement of existing Kerampallam
surplus course bridge in Mullakadu Reserved Forest of
Mullakadu village — VOC Poit Trust - fhoothukudi
District — Online proposal submission by the User
Agency ie. Mr. Sudalai, Executive Engineer, VOC Port
Trust, Thoothukudi - Reply sending of - -Kegarding.

Ref: 1. Proposal No. FP/TN/Road /55317/2018.
: 2. Government of India, MoEF & CC, Chennali
Letter F.No:4-TNB045/2019/-CHN/1572 dated
20.09.2019.
3. District Forest Officer ,Thoothukudi
C.No:5348/2018/D dated 13.11.2018 and
30.12.2019.
4. Chief Conservator of Forests , Tirungiveii
C.No:D/10392/2018 dated 18.11.2018.

ERFRTF

| wish to state that the replies {o the queries raised by the- Government of India
in the reference 2™ cited are furnished below.
Query No.1 The proposal is for improvement of existing ¥orampaliam Surplus
Course Bridge with 14.87 mts width on the northera side and 7.1C m width on
the southern side in the mangrove area. it was raported that & totaa of 108
spontaneously grown mangrove plants are present in the proposed area for
diversion. Hence a detailed report on the how ths work is proposed fo be
executed without disturbing the Mangrove spread 37wz ey = Tnishad,
The VOC port trust has %eported that they have mrepnzed fo ollow the below

methodology fo execute the work of “Improvement af =d=%-- Fer==allam Surplus




Coufse Bridge =i YOC Port Trust” without disturbing the Mangrove spread area as
foliows.

=

Bridge widiening work will be carried out by erecting Gantry from the

4]

sxisting road levai. Gantry will act as a complete overhead structure with a
piaif{::sgt‘: supporting all equipments used for execution and no equipment
will be installeg within the mangrove spread area. Over the gantry
piatform, the piling work will be done by erecting 1000mm dia individual
ViS Caissens piaced at identified locations where there is no Mangrove
exists ai an inierval of 13.35m centre to centre in longitudinal direction

. throughout il length of the bridge on either side.

ii. After the ndividual piling work done using gantry platform, all other
required siructural elements such as Pile cap, Griders, shutter slabs
etcw(-;f.re—casi form of the above said elements) will be erected by engaging
cranes from the old bridge itself.

iii. Consegueni to the erection of above said pre-cast elements, the cast in-
-siu concreie work will be carried out for deck slab of new bridge and
hence, znsuring that mangrove spread area will not get disturbed at any

stage of Construciion work. (Copy of layout enclosed).

2. As no. of trees sre proposed to be felled and total area of diversion is
less than iha,a justification for proposing CA scheme(at a cost of Rs.17.24
lakhs) may be furnished. : :

Though there is 7o tree felling in the proposed diversion site and the area
requested for diversion is also less ‘than one hectare, no mandatory for
compensatory' afforesfation. But considerably the Thoothukudi district with
geographical area of 4,74,500 ha with Forest land of 11,001.92 ha with forest cover
of 27,200 ha corprising only 5.73% of geographical area of the district(as per ISFR
2017 report), which much below the State and National Forest cover percentage. In
view of these, it is requested to permit for Compensatory Afforestation through this
Forest diversion. : -

3. A pqin%i wise compliance report on the de-reservation approval letter of
the Ga'@femﬁem of india dated 12.05.2015 may be fum’éshe&.

.The point wise compliance report of the Government letter dated 12.05.2015 is

as foliows.



-

Compliance report for de-reservation of 457.25 ha Forest Land in Mullakadu
Reserve Forest in Thoothukudi Division Thoothukudi District to V.0.C Port
Trust Proposal submitted under section 24 of Tamil Nadu Forest Act1882-reg
F.N0.8-68/2014-FC, dated 12.05.2015 from MoEF &CC.

adjoining area shall be caused:

s. | Non-compliances reported by MoEF&CC Botion tilen
No {FC Division)
1. | The legal status of the land will be changed to Fort hze zlready turnicned ths gpplication
| revenue land and the requisite notification for vorm for saeking approval under section
de-notification of forest land will be issued by form for seeking the Forest (conservation)
the State Government and the copy of the same | Act 1980 for de-reservation of the reserve
will be submitted to the Ministry: forest land of 457.25 Hectare belonging to
' VOCPT from 1918. owned, and used by |
the port vide Port's letter dated 02.08.2014
2. | The State government shall change Considering the verdict delivered by the Ho
additional Net Present Value of the ftotal Supreme Court of India, New Delhi on
forest land to be diverted under this proposal 24.02.2014, the VOCPT has already
from the User Agency, If so determined as deposited the micimum NPV  amount
per the final orders of the Honorable Rs.20.03 «crores in the fund of!
Supreme court of India. "Compaiisaiion Afforestation fund
Management ana plianning  Authority
(CAVPA) "as per Hon'hiz Supreme Court
Order UTR No 'C2AH 14076075179 in A/C |
No 344802010105433 NFS Code: UBIN|
0534498, datad 17 07 2044,
3. | Trees shall be felled only when it becomes | The aica of 21.73 ha already handed over |
necessary and that too under strict supervision | to the Siate Eorest Deparimant for the |
of State Forest Department. - | protecticn and maintaining of mangroves. |
The oost of the protsction and |
mainienalice were aveady paid by V.O.C
Port Tiush
4. | No damage to the Flora and Fauna of the

The Siate government (State Forest
Depziivend) s B3iig the
protection of F oz end "suna There are no |
davzges stused b | per the !
pisizciad.
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7.1 The legal Stavs of & .72 @ Linder mangroves | As per the legal Status 21.73 ha of land Is
' already frensfuina Ly ThS V0C Port Trust, | diverted into Reserve Forest and the same

Tuficorin  ro te Feres  Depariment  for will be maintained as Reserve Forest
managemani on Jodr i 2izii4, as communicated | handed over to the State Forest
py the Siaie Guvemmsn wide their letter | Department.
No. T34/134202014 daied ® ppril 2015 will
continue to ba Tozene Foi

8 | A Plan for rrorection, iaregement and V.O.Chidambaranar Port Trust has already|
developmsn? ¢f tiis mangrave forest including | paid Rs.5,29,000.00 DD.No 200121 dated
expansion o tis niengrove arsa in case found 25.04.2019 for preparation of plan and
feasible by the Stele Government, shall be protection, management and development of
prepared by the State Government  within 6 th:a mangrove forest including expansion of
months from the date of issue of this letter and tiis mangiove dies.
intimated to this Miniswry. The cost of
preparation & implemaniaiion of this plan will be
borne by V.0 Fort Trust as per fihe
undertaking given by the User Agency.

1 | The current green cover in the Port area as per the |As per the legal Status 21.73 ha of land is

map statement and satellite piciure submitted to
the Ministry by the Siate Government vide their
letter referénce mumber TS/ | 3492/2012 dated
15.12.2014 in add¥on to ths 21.72 ha
mangroves shai! ks mentionso.

diverted into Reserve Forest and the same
will be maintain as Reserve Forest and
handed over to the State Forest
Department.

13.

Afforestation shall be cone in the reclaimed area
in any

VOC Port Trust is already more than six
thousand saplings have been planted and
being maintained. The Process of the
plantation is in progress for further green
belt development.

14.

The approve! undsr the Forest (Conservation)
Act, 1980 is subjecisd o slearance under all
other Acts, Rules and Regulation. and
Guidelines. »

VOC Port Trust undertakes that Port will
comply with all applicable Acts, Rules,
regulation and guidelines as applicable to
the project. :

Any

A fuy

Office of the Ministry may stipulate, from time to
time, in the interes: of conservation, protection
and development of Forest £ wild life

other conditcs 'hat the concerned Regiona

VOC Port Trust undertakes that Port will
comply with all applicable Acts, Rules,
regulation and guidelines as applicable to
the project.

The User Agency and the State Government

shall ensure compliance to provisions of the al

Acts, Rules, Regulations =nd Guidelines, for the

time being in force, as applicable to the project.

VOC Port Trust undertakes that Port will
comply with all applicable Acts, Rules,
regulation and guidelines as applicable to
the project.




| reqlest that the proposal may kindly be considered and Government of India

approval may please be obtained and communicated early.
Yours faithfully,

for Principal Chigf Conseivator of Forests
: . (Head of Depariment)
Copy to '
The Principal Secretary to Government, Environment and Forests Depariment,
Secretariat, Chennai 9. '
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