STATE FOREST HEADQUARTERS
OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL CHIEF CONSERVATOR OF FORESTS, ODISHA,
BHUBANESWAR

No. /9569/ /9F (MG) - 35/2021

Dated, Bhubaneswar the 05 : //— , 2021

From
Uma Nanduri, IFS
Additional Principal CCF (FD & NO, FC Act)
O/o the PCCF & HoFF, Odisha, Bhubaneswar
To

The Assistant Inspector General of Forests (FC)

Government of India

Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change (F.C. Division)
Indira Paryavaran Bhawan, Aliganj, Jor Bagh Road

New Delhi-110003

Sub:-  Diversion of 349.709 ha. of forest land within total mining lease area of
2290.449 ha in Siarmal Open Cast Coal Mining Project by Mahanadi
Coalfields Ltd. (MCL) in Sundargarh District, Odisha - Compliance
regarding.

Ref:- Govt. of India MoEF & CC, New Delhi Letter F.N0.8-25/2021-FC dated 05.10.2021
Sir,
In inviting a reference to the aforementioned subject, the compliance to the

observations of Govt. of India, MoEF & CC, New Delhi dated 05.10.2021 is furnished below
basing on the reports of DFO, Sundargarh Forest Division and RCCF, Rourkela Circle.

1) DSS analysis of the degraded forest land proposed for CA land revealed that
out of total area of 712.477 ha proposed for CA, an area of 128 falls under
MDF category, 556 under OF category, 1 ha under water body and 27 ha as
non-wooded area. Suitability of 128 ha of degraded forest land revealed as
MDF needs to be re-visited by the State.

In compliance to the above, the RCCF, Rourkela Circle has reported that in

Dec’2019, a patch of Satparlia RF was identified & demarcated after due DSS
verification. A snapshot of the DSS map then taken, is as shown in Fig 01:-
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Fig 01: DSS map of Satparlia RF identified for CA as on Dec’2019.

Accordingly, the DFO, Sundargarh Forest Division has prepared the compensatory
afforestation scheme over 581 ha excluding MDF area and water body. The CA Scheme
has been prepared to take up ANR plantation @800 seedlings per ha over 581 ha which
has been enclosed in the Diversion Proposal. Soil and moisture conservation will be

taken up in MDF area.

2) Important wild life species reported in the area include hyena, porcupines,
black bear, spotted deer, wild boar, barking deer, Jackal, mongoose, etc. The
State Government may therefore comment on the requirement of mitigating
measures, if any, required to be undertaken for the protection and

conservation of the species.
In compliance to the above, the RCCF, Rourkela Circle has reported that as per site

inspection report, the wildlife species reported in the area are hyena, porcupines, black
bear, spotted deer, wild boar, barking deer, Jackal, mongoose, etc. & hence mitigating
measures are required to be undertaken for protection and conservation of the wildlife.
The user agency has submitted an undertaking to pay the cost towards Site Specific
Wildlife Conservation Plan which is enclosed at Page 798 of the DP. The mitigative
measures will be taken up basing on the latest guidelines issued by the Govt. of
Odisha, FE&RCC Department vide Letter No. 16250/FE&CC dated 13.09.2021.

3) As per justification, submitted online, it is indicated that project under extant
coal block also covers other areas viz. Siarmal Extension and Banapatra. State
Government, may therefore, inform the status of additional forest land, if any,
involved in these additional areas and status of approval, if any obtained or
being obtained may also be intimated.

In compliance to the above, the RCCF, Rourkela Circle has reported that the Siarmal
OCP has been formulated taking the complete Siarmal & Siarmal Extension block and

Banapatra block in the Gopalpur Sector of Ib-valley coalfield, thereby Siarmal Extension

s




4)

and Banapatra coal block are also integral part of Siarmal OCP Project. Accordingly, the
proposal is for complete Forest Diversion of 349.709 ha of forest land involved in
Siarmal Open Cast Coal Mining Project of Mahanadi Coalfields Ltd and no additional
forest land is involved beyond the stated lease hold boundary of the project for coal
mining purpose. The above details have been mentioned in summarised data of the
Mine Plan enclosed in the Diversion Proposal at Page 245/DP. Hence, no additional

forest land is required in this project.

Cost benefits analysis submitted along with the proposal appears to be a
economical analysis carried out for the project. Cost benefits Analysis, taking
into consideration, the ecological parameters, as envisaged in the guidelines
dated 29.01.2018 have not been estimated. Therefore, Cost benefit analysis in
accordance with the relevant guidelines taking into account all specified
parameters needs to be estimated and submitted by the State.

In compliance to the above, the RCCF, Rourkela Circle has reported that the Cost

Benefit Analysis has been duly prepared as per guidelines of forest manual circulated on
28.03.2019 and has been attached at Page No0.198-202/DP. It is seen that, the
guidelines dated 29/01/2018 does not mention anything in relation to Cost Benefit

Analysis.

5) With regards to drainage system of the area, it is reported that Basundhara

River, Telendra/ Chaturdhara & Chattajor nullah flows around periphery of

block. Measure proposed to be undertaken by the User Agency to mitigate the

impact of mining on the local drainage system may be intimated by the State.
In compliance to the above, the RCCF, Rourkela Circle has reported that the

assessment of impact and control measures on hydrology & hydro-geology has been
provided in the Chapter-4, Para 4.2 of the EIA-EMP of Siarmal OCP uploaded in the
Parivesh portal of MOEF&CC, GOI.

Basundhara river/nala & Chaturdhara nala, flow along the northern boundary of the
Block and Chattajor nala towards eastern boundary of the block. The drainage system
of the area will remain undisturbed as there is no proposed nalla diversion. However,
straightening of Chattajor is proposed.

As reported by the DFO, Sundargarh Division, it is proposed by the User Agency to
construct an embankment with a height of 3 m above HFL against Basundhara river,
Chaturdhara & Chattajor Nala. The embankment will be constructed during the initial
years i.e. soon after the commencement of OB removal, the embankment work will
start with the OB material of the mine. A quantity of 1.51 Mm3 OB will be
accommodated in the embankment work. A provision of Rs. 42.51 Crs is kept for
embankment work. A part of Chhattajor nala will be straightened at the cost of Rs.6.52
crs covering a length of 500m. The HFL will again be ascertained & precautions will be

taken before taking up during the mining activities.




As reported by the DFO, Sundargarh Division, adequate numbers of vegetation will
be grown on the top surface and slopes of the dumps & embankments by the User
Agency in order to arrest the erosion of soil and it will also reduce surface runoff, which
will help in averting siltation of natural watercourses. In order to arrest siltation from
dumps, catch drains and garland drains of adequate size will be constructed around the
periphery of Overburden Dumps. Also, garland drains of adequate size will be provided
around the quarry edges. These drains will be regularly de-silted before onset of every
monsoon. ,

During working stage, the run-off will be collected from internal dump by foot drain
for diverting to mine sump for pumping and further industrial use.

In the post-mining period, the drainage pattern of the reclaimed area will be such that
the run-off will be diverted to final void of the quarry which will be developed as a water
reservoir for water harvesting and also recharging the aquifer in the surrounding area.

In this context, the user agency has submitted an undertaking for the proposed

measures which is enclosed as Annexure “I"”,

6) In addition to land use proposed in the Mining Plan, an area of 823 ha has also
been proposed to be acquired outside the lease/project area for infrastructure
and dumping facilities. Detail of forest land, if any involved in the area
proposed to be acquired outside the lease may be intimated by the State.

In compliance to the above, the RCCF, Rourkela Circle has reported that the total

lease hold area of 2290.449 comprises the said area of 823 ha & accordingly the total
forest land of 349.709 ha proposed for diversion under Forest Conservation Act, 1980
includes forest land for mining, infrastructure, dumping and other required activities
essential for the project within the total lease hold area of 2290.449 ha. So, there is no
proposal to acquire land outside the lease hold area.

7) Detail of coal evacuation plan from the mine to nearest railway siding is not

available in the proposal. The same needs to be intimated by the State.
In compliance to the above, the RCCF, Rourkela Circle has reported that the

detailed coal evacuation plan taking into consideration of the nearest railway siding
and the Rapid loading systems/ SILO which are planned to be constructed at Barapali

in the future and is expected to be commissioned during 2025-26 which is enclosed

as Annexure “II",

8) As per the relevant guidelines issued by the MoEF & CC, compliance of Forest
Rights Act, 2006 is to be ensured by the Ministry at the time of Stage-II
approval, however, an undertaking informing the initiation of process has to
be submitted along with the proposal. Status of initiation of process of
settlement of rights under the Forest Right Act, 2006 may be intimated by the

State.




In compliance to the above, the user agency has furnished an undertaking regarding
the initiation of process of obtaining NOC under FRA and the current status which is

attached herewith in Annexure “III".

In view of the above, it is requested to kindly convey the Stage-I approval
under Section 2(ii) of Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 for diversion of 349.709 ha. of
forest land within total mining lease area of 2290.449 ha in Siarmal Open Cast Coal Mining
Project by Mahanadi Coalfields Ltd. (MCL) in Sundargarh District, Odisha

Encl-Annexure I to III (in one set)

)\\\"/‘y\/‘
Addl. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
Forest DIVEFSIOH & Nodal Officer, FC Act

Memo No. /gg 2/2 / Dt. (ﬁd}

Copy alongwith its enclosures forwar to the the De uty Director General of
Forests (Central), Government of India, Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change,
Integrated Regional Office, A/3, Chandrasekharpur,Bhubaneswar-751023 for information
and necessary action with reference to Gol, MoEF & CG, New Delhi Letter issued vide
F.No.8-25/2021-FC dated 05.10.2021.
Encl-Annexure I to III (in one set)

Addl. Prindipal Chief Conservator of Forests
Forest Diversion & Nodal Officer, FC Act

Memo No. /48,;9; / Dt. (ﬁd;/tszuﬂ%
Copy alongwith its enclosures forwar to” the Additiohal Chief Secretary to

Government, Forest, Environment & Climate Change Department, Odisha, Bhubaneswar for
information and necessary action with reference to FE&CC Department Memo No.

18189/FE&CC dated 08.10.2021.
Addl. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests

Encl-Annexure I to III (in one set)
2, , g Forest Diversion & Nodal Officer, FC Act
Memo No. / {
P

Copy forwarded to the RC Rourkela Clrcle t% mformatlonqd necessary action
with reference to his Memo No. 3029 dated 27.10.2021.

Addl. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests

Forest Dwersnon & Nodal Officer, FC Act

Memo No. /gfgf /Dt. gr%): // ,2

Copy forwarded to the Divisional Forest er, Sundargarh Forest Division for
information and necessary action with reference to Memo No. 3030 dated 27.10.2021 of

RCCF, Rourkela Circle.

Addl. Principal Chief G6nservator of Forests
Forest Diversion & Nodal Officer, FC Act



