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The proposed 3rd railway line is a linear
project; however, the State Government
has submitted the proposal in a
fragmented manner. The Regional
Office, Bhopal sought justification for
the isolated forest land polygons
proposed for diversion. In response, the
State Government informed that the
forest patches were jointly inspected
with the Forest Department and only
those patches deficient in width for
construction of the 3rd railway line were
proposed for diversion. The State
Government further stated that the forest
patches not included in the diversion
proposal are under Railway ownership;
however, no documentary evidence has
been furnished in support of this claim.
Moreover, as per DSS analysis and the
forest compartment boundary available
therein, it is observed that the User
Agency has not submitted complete
KML files for the forest land falling
within the forest compartment. As a
result, the proposed KML file of the
forest land appears disjointed and non-
contiguous. The State Government is,
therefore, requested to furnish correct

In this regard, it is submitted that vide
reference letter No. 3  dated

22/05/2024, 25 Nos. of Railway Land
Plans duly certified by the Revenue
Department were submitted by the
Railway, the hard copies of which have
been deposited in the office of APCCF
(Land Management), Bhopal. Further,
the KML file showing the existing
ROW of Railway owned land from
Jujharpur to Dodharamohar is also
submitted herewith for kind perusal.
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and complete details in this regard.

The State Government has further
submitted that a portion of the land
proposed for diversion is under Railway
ownership. The instant proposal pertains
to the construction of a 3rd railway line,
whereas two railway lines have already
been established. The State Government
shall clarify whether the establishment
of the existing railway lines involved
any violation of the provisions of the
Van (Sanrakshan evam Samvardhan)
Adhiniyam, 1980. Further, a detailed
chronology of the establishment of the
existing railway lines, along with
documentary evidence and details of
approvals, if any, granted earlier by the
Ministry, is required to be submitted by
the State Government.

In this regard, it is submitted that vide
reference  letter No. 4  dated
14/08/2023, it was mentioned at Point
No. 09 that the existing Track No. 1
(Up Main Line) from Nagpur to Itarsi
was constructed in the year 1919 and
Track No. 2 (Down Main Line) was
constructed in the year 1986. It is
further submitted that the construction
of both the above railway lines were
carried out within the Railway owned

land / existing Railway Right of Way
(ROW).
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The proposed area falls within the
Satpura-Melghat Tiger Corridor. The
State Government was requested to
furnish details regarding the extent of
the proposal area falling within the tiger
corridor. In response, the State
Government  submitted fragmented
patches falling within the corridor for
Forest Clearance. Further, the State
Government has submitted a proposal
for diversion of 287.64 hectares for
NBWL clearance. The State
Government is requested to provide the
present status of the wildlife clearance
proposal.

In this regard, it is submitted that the

related wildlife proposal
(WL/MP/RAIL/468116/2024) was
discussed in the meeting held on

19/01/2026. The Standing Committee
of NBWL decided to constitute a Site

Inspection ~ Committee  comprising
representatives from the Ministry,
Wildlife  Institute of  India(WII),

National Tiger Conservation Authority
(NICA), State Forest Department, and
the User Agency for appraisal of the
proposal, and the proposal was deferred.

Subsequently, a joint inspection was
carried out on 15/03/2026 in the
presence of all the above-mentioned
members, and the report of the said
inspection was received on 20/03/2026.

In compliance with the
recommendations given in the report,
necessary modifications will be carried
out in the wildlife overpass based on the
study conducted by SFRI.
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The REC sought No Objection
Certificates (NoCs) from NHAI for
locations where the proposed railway
alignment intersects with NHAI
infrastructure. The State Government
has submitted the NoC from NHAI
However, details of any prior approvals
granted by the Ministry to NHAI, if
applicable, are also required to be
submitted by the State Government.
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In this regard, it is submitted that

wherever the  proposed railway
alignment intersects with NHAI
infrastructure, the No  Objection

Certificate (NoC) has been obtained by
the Railway from NHAI vide letter No.
NHAUPU/BPL/NII-69/Itarsi-

Betul/2023/24045 dated 23/10/2023.
Further, the information regarding any
prior approval granted by the Ministry
to NHALI, is not available with Railway.
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The State Government has proposed
Compensatory Afforestation (CA) over
an area of 20.00 ha. However, as per
DSS analysis, the CA area is observed
to be 30.103 ha. Accordingly, the State
Government is required to submit the
correct CA details, along with the
complete CA suitability certificate, and
upload the same in Part-ll of the
PARIVESH portal.
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As per satellite imagery, pre-plantation
work is visible on the proposed CA
land. Accordingly, the State
Government is requested to submit
details of the plantation work, if any,
carried out by the State Forest
Department.

This matter pertains to DFO
(North), Betul.
This matter pertains to DFO
(North), Betul.
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The State Government has reported a
violation of the Van (Sanrakshan evam
Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980 over an
area of 0.0366 ha. Accordingly, the
State Government is required to submit
a detailed Action Taken Report in
accordance with the provisions of the
said Adhiniyam against the UA and
Forest Department officials, who were
not able to prevent the non-forestry use
of forest land.

In this regard, it is submitted that a
meeting was held on 17/12/2025
between DFO (North), Betul and the
Executive  Engineer (Construction),
Betul, Railway. During the said
meeting. the land records sought by
DFO (North), Betul were submitted by
the Railway in the office of DFO
(North), Betul on the same date i.e.
17/12/2025.
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The User Agency has not uploaded the
KML files for 11.1926 ha of non-forest
land involved in the proposal on the
PARIVESH portal. Consequently, the
complete layout of the proposed railway
line cannot be depicted. The State
Government is, therefore, required to
submit the same.

The details of the KML file of the non-
forest land under Railway are provided
at Point No. 1, and the same is being
enclosed herewith and forwarded along
with this letter.
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Digitally signed by
Gaurav Sharma
Date: 01-04-2026
18:31:58
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