
GOVERNMENT OF TELANGANA 

ENVIRONMENT, FORESTS, SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY (FOR.I) DEPARTMENT 

Letter. No.1069/For.I(1)/2019 Dated:03.08.2022. 

From 
The Special Chief Secretary to Government, 
EFS&T(Forest) Department, 
Telangana State Secretariat, 

Hyderabad. 

Fo 
The Inspector General of Forests, 
Government of India, 
Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change, 
(FC Division), Indira Paryavaran Bhavan, 
Jorbagh Road, Aliganj, 
New Delhi -110 003. (w.e.)) 

sir, 
Sub:- EFS8T Dept. - F(C) Act, 1980 1st Renewal for diversion of 

124 ha (surveyed 124.065 ha) of forest land for GKOC Phase-

II, Kothagudem in Ramavaram RF of Kothagudem Division, 
Bhadradri Kothagudem Dist, in favour of M/s.SCCL, Kothagudem 
area Additional Information Submitted-Reg. 

Ref:-1. From the PCCF (HoFF), T.S. Hyd. Lr.No. 4633/2017/FCA-1/PS, 
Dated: 14.03.2019. 

2. Govt. Lr.No.1069/For.I (1)/2019, Dt:18.04.2019. 

3. From the Dy. Inspector General of Forests (Central), Gol, 
MoEF&CC, Chennai, F.No.4-TSA152/2019-CHN/0981, 

Dt.19.06.2019. 
4. Govt., Memo No.1069/For.I(1)/2019, Dt:31-07-2019. 

5. From the PCCF (HoFF), T.S, Hyd., Lr. No.4633/2017/FCA-1/PS, 

Dt.30.08.2019. 

6.Govt.Lr. No. 1069/For.I(1)/2019, Dated:29.10.2019. 

7.From the PCCF(HOFF), T.S., Hyd., Ref.No.4633/2017/FCA-4(ii), 
Dated:17.12.2021 

8.Govt. Lr. No.1069/For.I(1)/2019, Dt:07.01.2022. 

9. From the Assistant Inspector General off Forests, Gol, 

MoEF&CC(Forest Conservation Division), New Delhi, F.No.8-

17/1998FC(VOL), Dt.11.02.2022. 

10.Govt.Lr. No.1069/For.I(1)/2019, Dated:25.02.2022. 

11.From the PCCF(HoFF), T.S., Hyderabad, Ref.No.FC4/Fc29/ 
15/2022, Dated:15.07.2022. 

****** 

I am to forward the additional information in respect of the 
1st Renewal for diversion of 124 ha (surveyed 124.065 ha) of forest land for 

GKOC Phase-II, 
Bhadradri Kothagudem Dist, in favour of M/s.SCCL, Kothaqudem area, as 
reported by the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (HoFF), Telangana 
State, Hyderabad in the letter 11h cited, for taking necessary further action 

Kothagudem in Ramavaram RF of Kothagudem Division, 

in the matter. 

Yours faithfully 

for Special Chief'Secretary to Government 

Copy to: 
The Principal Chief Conservator of Fôrests (HoFF), 

Telangana State, Hyderabad. 
SC. 















SCCL 
The Singareni Collieries Company Limited 

(A Government Company) 
Registered Office 

Kothagudem Collieries (P.O.)-507 101, Bhadradri Kothagudem District, Telangana State 

CIN: UI0102TG1920SGCO00571 

Ref:- CRP/EST/F/101/ T0 Date: 16.06.2022 

The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests & 

Head of Forest Force, 
Aranya Bhavan, Hyderabad
Telangana State. 

Sir, 

Sub: F (C) Act- Renewal for diversion of 124.00 ( surveyed 124.065 HA) Ha of 
Forest land in Ramavaram RF of Kothagudem Forest Division in Bhadradri 

Kothagudem District, in favour of SCCL for GK OC Mine- replies to the EDS 

raised by the MOEF &CC, GOI, submission and request to send the replies to 

MOEF &CC, GOI. Reg. 

Ref 1. SCCL Lr. No: KGM/EST/72, Dt. 05.04.2017. 

2. PCCF Ref No: 4633/2017/FCA-1/PS, dated.03.07.2019. 
3. MoEF& CC, Chennai Ref.No.: 4-TSA-156/2019- CHN/1380, Dt: 05.08.2019. 

4. MOEF & CC, New Delhi Ref.No. F.8-17/1998- FC (Vol), Dt: 28.11.2019. 

5. PCCF Ref No: 4633/2017/FCA-1/Ps,Dt.19.12.2019. 

6. SCCL Lr. No: CRP/EST/F/101/396, Dt. 19.05.2020. 

7. Govt. of Telangana Lr. No: 1069/For.I (1)/2019, Dt. 07.01.2022 

8. MoEF & CC, File No.8-17/1998FC (VOL), Dt. 11.02.2022. 

9. SCCL Lr No. CRP/EST/F/101, Dt.01.03.2022. 
**** 

Kind attention is invited to the reference 8th cited, wherein the MOEF & CC, 

GOI, sought additional information on the proposal submitted for 1" renewal of 
124.00 Ha Forest land diversion in Ramavaram RF of Kothagudem Forest 

Division in Bhadradri Kothagudem District in favour of SCCL. Accordingly, 

point wise replies are submitted herewith for your kind perusal and 

consideration. 

The State Gov. has not offered its comments wrr this Ministry's letter de . 

28.11.2019 wherein_the comments of State Govt was sought for below 
mentioned 

After examination of the site inspection report it was observed that the company is 

violating the provisions of environment clearance. The violation pertains to 

increase in production more than the stipulated in emvironment clearance granted 
to various projects. As the Hon 'ble Suprene Courn has viewed the violations very 
seriously in WP (civil) No. 114/2014 in the matter of Common Cause Vs Union of 
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India and others, it is seen that the project authorities in its four existing projiecte 

appears to have submitted undertakings saying that they will not repeat any Such 

violations in further. But never the less, Regional Office, Chennai in its earlier two 

recommendations in the Month July, 2019, opined that, it is advisable to obtain 

the views of the State Government of Telangana in the matter along with the 

commitment from their managemnent for not repeating such violation in future 

before processing this proposal." In this regard the State Govt. is once again 

requested to forward its commnent. 

It is brought to the kind notice that the SCCL is operating 19 opencast 

and 25 underground coal mines in 7 districts of Telangana State and is 

the only coal producing company in South India catering the needs of 
Power Plants, Cement, Steel and other industries. In order to meet the 

ever-increasing demand of coal, SCCL has produced excess coal beyond 
the EC sanctioned capacity. To meet the power requirement of the 

Telangana State, SCCL produced coal beyond the EC sanctioned 
capacity, wherever possible without increase in the land extent and by 
implementing mitigate measures to keep the pollution levels within 

permissible limits. 

The MoEF & CC, GOI, issued notification i.e., S.O.804(E) on 14th Mar, 
2017, to submit applications for processing of ECs for those violation 
projects either due to excess production beyond EC capacity or operating 
without valid Environmental Clearance. 

Accordingly, SCCL submitted applications for 18 EC violation projects 
increase in production than EC capacity) for obtaining Environmental 
Clearance. 

The MoEF & CC, GOI, after deliberating the proposals in the Expert 

Appraisal Committee meetings, granted Terms of References for the 
above projects. The SCCL was also granted revised Environmental 
clearance for violation projects i.e. Goutham Khani OCP & Venkatesh 
Khani no. 7 incline (part of proposed Venkatesh Khani coal mine), JVR 
OC-I Expansion project of Kothagudem area and Cluster of GDK 1&3, 
2&2A and 5 Inclines of Ramagundam-I area. Steps are being taken for 

obtaining Environmental clearance for enhanced capacity in remaining 
violation projects. 

The State Govt. may provide the exact status wrt the CA land i.e. 124 ha ii. 

earlier identified.

It is to submit that the SCCL has already handed over the Non-forest 
land to an extent of 233.77 Ha in Sy.No.116 of Rasannagudem (V). Mulkalapally (M) of Bhadradri Kothagudem district and mutated in 
favor of the Forest department, vide Mandal Revenue Officer Lr. No. 
(M) Rc. No. B/912/98 DT. 07.07.1991 in lieu of forest area diverted for 
various projects of M/s Singareni Collieries Company Limited. The 
SCCL has deposited Rs. 49.60 Lakhs on 23.11.1998 towards 
Compensatory afforestation charges. Further, CA land status w.r.t 
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plantation raised and expenditure incurred, may be obtained from the 
Forest department. 

iii. The State Govt. is requested to forward the copy of notification declaring the 
non-forest land (identified for CA ie. 124 ha) under section 4 or section 
29 of the Indian Forest 
State Forest Act as the case may be, to this 

Act, 1927, or under the relevant section of the 
Ministry. 

It is brought to the kind notice that as reported by the Principal Chief 

Conservator of Forests & HOFF, Telangana, vide reference 

4633/2017/FCA-4 (ii) Dt.17.12.2021, the notification proposals for 

reservation U/s 24 of AP Forest Act, 1967 for Rasannagudem Extn-II 

Forest block to an extent of 233.77 Ha was submitted to the Special Chief 

Secretary, EFS &T, Hyderabad by the Principal Chief Conservator of 

Forests, T.S, Hyderabad vide Lr. No. Rc. No. 4750/2005/TG/WLR-1, 
Dt. 30.07.2018 and the same is pending. 

The State Govt is requested to forward the KML/shape fle of the proposed 
forest area for diversion and CA areas (earlier identified) to this Ministry for 
further analysis, 

iv. 

It is brought to the kind notice that the Principal Chief Conservator of 
Forests& HOFF, Telangana, vide reference 4633/2017/FCA-4(i) 
Dt.17.12.2021 has already informed that land of 233.77Ha was already 
mutated as Forest (CA land). A joint survey has been conducted on 
21.01.2021 in presence of Forest Range Officer, Mulkalpally, SCCL 
Officials and Revenue surveyors for preparation of Shape & KML file of 
CA area to an extent of 233.77Ha in survey number 116 of 
Rasannagudem and the DGPS survey was conducted from 08.02.202 1 to 
10.02.2021. 

It has been reported that this area is overlapped in the CA area mutated 
to an extent of 6l1.66Ha vide Tahsildar letter Rc.No-B/1082/2017 
Dt.09.02.2018. This land was marked and mutated in lieu of RF land 
diverted for Seetha Rama Lift Irrigation Project ( SRLP). Thus, it is 
evident that the SCCL is not responsible for such overlap made. The 
SCCL has handed over area which was mutated during 1991 itself and 
for any subsequent mutation of the same land, SCCL is no way 
responsible. 

Further, when the area was already taken over by the Forest Department 
during 1991, the SCCL is not responsible for any subsequent 
encroachment as reported in 155 Ha. 

The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests & HOFF, Telangana, has 
also reported that after conducting the DGPS survey, actual area was 
arrived as 210 Ha and thus shortfall of 23.77 Ha and this may be due to 
change in survey method.
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To compensate this shortfall and seeing the urgency for this renewal 

project, the SCCL has demarcated rehabilitated over burden dump ( Non 
Forest Land ) of 23.77 Ha at Yellandu. This was also inspected and 

agreed by the filed officers and a report in this regard has been submitted 
to the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests & HoFF, Telangana, by the 

Conservator of Forests, Khammam Circle, vide his reference number 

168/2022/M11, dt 06.04.2022, in which this area of 23.77 Ha is part of 

remaining area of 35.9221 Ha. (Copy enclosed). 

Further, the SCCL has also agreed to pay the cost towards raising CA in 
equal extent (24 Ha) in degraded forest in Mahboobabad Division for 

which CA Scheme has been prepared by the District Forest Officer, 
Mahboobabad in Gangaram range, Gudur(WLM) Division with a 

financial outlay of Rs. 324.778 Lakhs and submitted vide his reference 
number FCA-SCCL/2021/TO, dated 13.06.2022 (Even though the 
SCCL has already paid amount Rs. 49.60 Lakhs on 23.11.1998 towards 
raising CA on 23.11.1998). 

The KML/Shape file of proposed forest area for diversion and CA areas 
(rehabilitated Over burden dump) are enclosed herewith in pen drive (soft 
copy). The KiML file of CA area proposed to be done in degraded forest 
land in equal extent in Mahboobabad Division is also enclosed. 

In the site inspection report submitted by the IRO, Chennai it has been 

mentioned that demarcation of area of 124 ha and the safety Zones 
maintenance has not done by the State Govt. But in the Compliance report dt 
27.12.2018 submitted by the State Government it 
already done. In this regard the State Government is requested to provide 
its comments andjustification. 

V. 

was mentioned that it is 

a. In the compliance report Dt. 27.12.2018 it was submitted that "The forest 
diversion area is for quuarry purpose and as the mining is in progress it is not 
feasible to demarcate the forest diversion area on the ground with RCC pillars, as 
this diversion is in midst of the mine (there are 3 phases of diversion in this mine) 
The area has been demarcated with 28 nos of RCC pillars of 4 feet height. 

" 

In this regard, further clarified that, at the time of inspection of proposed 
1 renewal of 124.00 Ha of forest land diversion, void area (formed by 
extraction of coal) reclamation (internal dumping) was in progress. About 
28 numbers of 4' height pillars were constructed in the area where 
reclamation was completed. The remaining part of area was demarcated 
with flags, as the overburden dumping was in progress to reclaim the 
area. 

However, reclamation and rehabilitation will be taken up as per approved 
mining plan after completion of mining and will be handed over to forest 
department after completion of mining operations. 
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Safety zone maintenance not seen on ground due to the fact that 

proposed renewal of diversion of forest land to the extent of 124.00 Ha 
is in midst of the mine/quarry. However, the safety zone area comes to 

6.2072 Ha, one and half times of this area is 9.31 Ha. The amount of 

b. 

Rs. 3.66 Lakhs has been paid by the user agency on 23.11.1998 towards 
enrichment plantation in degraded forest in Compartment No. 10 of 

Ramavaram RF. 

The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests & HOFF, Telangana, vide 
reference 4633/2017/FCA-4(ii) Dt.17.12.2021 has already furnished 

details of CA taken up. 

Hence, it is requested to kindly forward these replies to the State Government 

for onward submission to the MOEF &CC, GOI, for favour of consideration of 
this proposal for timely grounding of Venkatesh Khani coal mine as diversion of 

124.00 Ha of forest land is part of it. 

It is also to submit that the Goutham Khani OCP is likely to be closed soon 

and immediate grounding of Venkatesh Khani OCP is crucial for supply of coal 

to the Kothagudem thermal Power Station etc and hence urgent. 

Yours faithfully, 

DIRECTORHaARIHB& -Breiects) 

The Singareni 
Collieries Co.Ltd., 

Kothagudem 
Collieries 

PO-507 101 

Bhadradri Kothagudem 
Dist. T.S. 

Encl: As above 

Copy submitted to 

The Regional Officer, Integrated Regional Office, MoEF &CC, Hyderabad- for favour of 

information. 
The Conservator of Forests, Kothagudem Circle, Kothagudem, for favor of information 
and with a humble request to get the process of survey etc as mentioned in the Principal 
Chief Conservator of Forests & HOFF, Telangana, reference 4633/2017/FCA-4 (i) 
Dt.17.12.2021 completed and reported. 

The District Forest Officer, Kothagudem, for favor of information and with a humble 

request to get the process of survey etc as mentioned in the Principal Chief Conservator of 

Forests & HOFF, Telangana, reference 4633/2017/FCA-4 (i) Dt.17.12.2021 completed 
and reported. 

Yours faithfully, 

ww 
Director Planrting & Projects) 

DIRECTOR (Planning & Projects) 

The Singareni Collieries Co.Ltd., 

Kothagudem Collieries PO-507 101 

Bhadradri Kothagudem Dist. T.S 
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