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I tq3 Date: 02 -05 -2023

Sub: Diversion of 39.90 I{a (30.70Ha Mining lease and 0.20Ha of Approach
Road) of forest Iand in Sy No.45,49 &.50 of of Jalligeri Village, Kasaba
Hobli, Shirahatti Taluka, Gadag District for establishing Sangli Gold
Mine in favour of Ramagad Minerals & Mining Limitted, Hospet,
Vijaynagar District.

Ref: El)d udeo, nod{m'opu-oO, agdegd &zgod, rldrl "add dzSeO dg doaS;

A4 I GFL lF C/RMML/M ining/3 9. 8 9 9 Ha./CR-O 9 I 2020 -2 I D ated : 20 -0 4 -2023 .
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oflice of rhe Deputy conservator of Forests, Gadag Divislon, Gadag - sgz1o3

PhoneNo: 08372-200280 Emall-dyconservatorgadag@gmall.com

r\{iCIrLiI;C'/lt .l i\{ I ./N,t ining/3 9. lt99I I n,/C I{-09 /Z0Z0 -Z I

tb,

The Chief Conscn,ator of Forests,
f)hanvad Circle
Dhanvad

Sir

Sub:

Ref,

*****

Diversion of 39.70 Ha. (39.70 Ha. of Mining lease and 0,20 Ha. of
Approach .oad) of forest larid in sy No. 45, 49 and 50 of Jalligeri
village, Kasaba I{obri, shirahatti Taruka, Gadag District for
establishing sa,gri Gorcr Mine in favour of Ramghad Minerals and
Mining Ltd., Hosapet, Vijayanagara District.
P ro pos a I No. Fp/I(A/VI IN I 423 6 6 lZ0 I 9 dated 2 4.0 8.ZOZO .

l. Your office refter no:Ar/GFL/B/sGIWJaili genlcR-L/20_2r/2022-
23 Date:08.02.2023

2' E-office F,e No. KFD/HoFF/A5-lo4NG)17/201g-Fc dated
04.02.2023 liom rhe office of the principar ciier conservator of
Forests (Head of Forest Force) Benglore.

3' GoK Lerter No, FEE 4r .ru zozr(e) dated z2.og.z!,zi and20.01.2023

Date:2\.04,2023

This is rvith regard lo the letter as uncler Ref ( l ) & (2) above wherein the userAgency M/s. Ramgad Mirrerars and Mining t imiteo, i,toru'o-.*, vijayanagara Districthas raised cerrain obielligns to rhe Reporrs fired by tire ocp and ccF in their FCProposal No' FI'}/I(A /MtN142366/2019. The objectitns raised are being replied to asundgr : 
-..Y vvJvwirvur l.trJg(

l. The User Agency applied fbr Rer
conservator ffi;,;fi : il; I;H[T:[T ffil,H :l,tiH,r"?H
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\\'ith thc l)1, trcus ot'thc pctitkuu:r. 'l'ltc pro.sllccting wor:k whiclr was stoppod
on t(r.07.20I0 u.,usn't pcrnrittcd ngnirr.

3. "l'lrc 
trretitionu' npplictl tirr lirrcst clciunncu lirr clivcrsion o['39.70l:la. Of forest

in 51'Nti. 45 und 50 ol'Julligcri villugc ol'Shimlurtti talul<n in Gadag district in
!006, 'ilrrr iu.)pliCInti$n \\ns lll'ocolisecl uncl wns bcing forwardod to thc oflice of
the AI'}CCF(liC). Arnn;,n llhnu,nn tvlth inconrplete dercur:lcnts each tirne fiom
tlte Petitioncr:. 'l'lrre UscrAge4cy. couldtr't lirruish dctflils ol-non-fo1est land to
be giuen iu lieu ol'the diver:t[d lbrcst lund, Meanwhile thc Statc Board for
\\'ildlit'c in its rrrccting orr 15,12.2012 clecidecl to constitute the

Knppnthngudcln reserrrc lbrest arens Es 'Wildlifb Sanctulary'. Pursuant to this
decision the Sub Conuuiltee tbL State lSonrd fur Wildlilb conducted public
heoring on ?1.02.2013 nnd 22.02,20i3 and concluded in its meoting held on
15.03.2013 that Knppathgudda may be clcclared as Wildlife Sanctuary.
'lhereatler the PCCF (I-IOFD sent his decisive report rcjecting the proposal of
the petitionel tbr clivetsion oI tlre said area for gold mining vide
A5(l)IVING.CR.5/10-l I dated 06.05.2013.

Again, in the year 2017 the User Agency applied for forest clearance for
diversion of the sanre area in Jalligeri village of Shirahatti taluka in Gadag
disu:ict urder FCA, 1980 despite the eadiel rejection by rhe PCCF(HoFF). The
then DCF l\'lr.Yashpnl Kshirsngtr submitted a detailed site inspection report
rvhich contained a list of nredicirial plants, flora and fauna found in the
Kappathgudda hills. Not just fi'om the biodiversity point of view, even from
ethno-botanical and cultural perspective, the ecosystem is unique, rare and

endemic which deserves highest protection uncler the extant laws and rules and
hence the project was rejectcd. The sime was reiterated by the next DCF Ms.
Sonal Vrishni. The status of the Kapatthgudda lbrests as the time of
application of forcst diversion by the petitioner was 'Conseryation Reserye'.
Howevcr in due course of time during the file movement, the same area lvas
declared as 'Wildlife Snnctunry vide FEE 57 FWL 20lg datcd 16.05.2019
by thc Statc Govcrnmcnt, As the guidelines to apply for diversion of forest
insidc a proteclcd arca dil'ferecl fi'orn that of'a reserye forest, the Petitioner
rvithelrerv the npplicution lbr I'orcst divorsion vidc lctter dntcd 15.06,2019.

Again in the year:2020 the'pltitioner apptiea mr diversion oflflorest land in the
same Sy nos. of Jalligeri villugc, Shilahatti talyka, Gaclng district for gold
rnining vide Proposnl No. FP/IG/MIN 142366t2019. l'he thcn DCF shri AV
Suryosen submittcd sitc inspcction report datecl 04,l?.2020 strongly rejecting
thc said proposat, 'l'lrc sanrc was rciteratccl and rejectecl by the cCR ptrarwaa

on 13.'01.2021; Agrccing wirh rhs ficlcl officer.s, the proijospf lvas
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4.3 In the 5rr' mcoting of the State Board for t#ildlife held on 15.12.2017, Ihe

members suggested that immediate action must be taken by the Sub-committee of

the SBWL to conduct public consultation, and if after consultation the Sub-

comnrittee corres to the conclusion in l'avour of constituting the sanctuary,

proposal slrould be sent to Covernment for issue of notification to declare

'Kappathagudda Wildlife Sanctuary' without waiting for Board's approval once

again. PCCF (Wildlife) expressed that the concerned will be infonned to take

suitable action in this regard.

4.4 Subsequently public consultation nr..iing was held on 21..02.2013 at Dambal
under the chairmanship of Shri Anil Kumble and august presence of Shri

Maniranjan Tondada Siddalinga Mahaswarnigalu Dambala and Shri Shivkumar
swamygalu, Nandiverimatha, Doni. As can be seen from the proceedings of the
meeting, both the Seers, as well college profbssors, environmentalists and wildlife
lovers expressed strong support to the declaration of the reserve forest area as

Wildlife Sanctuary. What the petitioner clalms as styong opposition is from the
encroachers and unauthorised grazers who would have been liable to be
prosecuted even when the forests were reserve lbrests, Hence objections from
encroachers cannot be considered as tenahle and acceptable.

4.5 The sub-eommittee of state Board for wildlife in its meeting held on
15.03.2013 expressed in these words: , .Regarding the proposal for declaration of
Kappathgudda Wildlife Santuary, Sri Anil Kumble stated that the sub-committee
had token ttp public consultation at 'Dambala village of Mundargi Taluka on
21,02.2012. He stated that the said meeting started in a cordial atmosphere and
local politicql and religious leaders supported the cause of wi I dl ife c o ns e rvati on
and the declaration of KWLS.

lheir views. Despite repeated requests the leqders fficers to maintain
decorum,, lhey were seen lo be very determined to diprupt the nree|ing itse$, Oneperson, wha seemed lo be under inloxication, reached the dais ond joined J-4people in disrupting the public hearing. At ihis stage .olige and fores;r olficiais

the elin.

sri sanjay Gubbi adtrcd *rat some of these issues, raised by 3-4 peopre,appeared to be stagc managed by vestcd intcrests ,h; hr;;;;,;;il;;;rvitdlire, ecorogv and enr.ir.o'n**nr. H;ffi;;ffi;;;;;rirt, urr,uriour of a

I t..



It can be seen fi'om the letter and spirit of proceedings that the Government wasserious about according additional protcclion to the Kappathagudda fores t area,herve'er they rvere deliberaring on (he legalstatus of the proiection.

6' Subsequent to the procccclings ol'tire 81r' Mecting ol' the state Board forwildlifc held on 11.09,2015, tlie Governmcnt of Karnataka issued a
notification vide FEE 291 FWL 2016 elated lg,tz.z}ls under Section 36A af
thc \YLP/\ 1972 declaring an area ol'17.872,48 hectares of reserve forest as
'Kappathgudda Conseryatiorr Rcservc,.

Its nnndotoU ott the port af the Governnrcnt to conducl public conswltations to
declate ilny flrea as eonservatian Reserve, Hence rhe notificarion wus wirhdrawn

?' It vl'as observed in the 9rl' Meeting of the State Boartl for Willlife held on
31'08'2016 under Agenda 15 which said 'Member Secretary submitted to the
Board, that in the background of the resolution of the Boardls gff meeting held
during September 2015, the Gover-nment notified Kappathagudda Reserve
Forest as 'Kappathgudda conservation Reserye, *ju seJtion 36-a of
wildlife (Protecrion) Act, lglz. During the months of May and June 2016,
the Hon'ble Chief Minister (Chairman of the Board/ Forest Minister (Vice
chairman of the Board) received representations from the public /
organisations of Gadag district submitting objection for having notified
Kappathagudda reserve forest as the Conservation Reserve with-out going
tl*o,gh the mandatory process / provisions like the holding or puuti,
hearing.-..-.In the background of these details, the subject was pilced for Oue

. deliberation and a decision.

8' The Board considerecl this issue in its entirety and resolved to withdraw the
notifi cation noti fyin g Kappathaguclda conservation Reserye. undei section 364
of 1NPA 19;:72,

9" Subsequent to the decision in the mceting of the SBWL, the notification No,
I;EF,29t Fwt.20i5 darcd 1g,lz,z0t5 was withclrawn vicle FEE 2gl llwl
2015 dated 04,11.2,016 so that Iicsh public consr.rltations can be conclucted.

l0.The PCCF(WL) and Chief Wildlifb Warden instructod,ths'CCF, Dhanvad
Circle, Dharwad and DCF, Oadag (T)- Division, Gadag to conduct public
hcaling irnmediately in Gaclag involving Hon'blb, niember of the: legislatures,all stakeholdcrs, local public reproscnlativss, NCOs, interested public,
Zillafl' aluk/Cra m panc hayat$, hsacl ol'the 'l'hontadarya Mutt and other general
public of'thc eat)ag district vide his Ietter No. PCCF(WL/D/CRZ6tZ0I0-lt
dated I 9.11.2016.

14
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Kappathagudda reserve forests is unique as the vegetation in the area has many

rnedicinal plants anci it is worth preserving the same for eternity' All the

members unanimously suggested to declare the entire 300 sq. kms of

Kappathagudcla r:eservc I'orest as l(appathagudcla Wildlilb Sanctuary. The

board resolvecl in lbvour of proposal to declare entire 300 sq. kms area of

I(appathagudda RF as Wildlilb Sanctuary. Detailed proposals with clraft

notification had to be submitted to the Govt. for declaring the forests of

Kappathagudda as Wildlife Sanctuary, under Sec-26 A of WLA, .1972

14.The Governnrenr of Karnatalca dcclared the lfuppathgudtla /o/7qf as.

'Kappathagurtdo, Witdlife Sanctuory' vkte FEE 57 FIYL 2019 daterl

16.05.2019.

Aprnpos the submissions of the UA 'und"r 'RMML submissions for supporting

granting of the Forest Clearance' in Page No. 4 of 12 :

l5.lr is ffue that several gold mines existed in the Kappathgudda forests in yester

year. The gold fields were active from 1901 to l9l I involving nearly 50 odd

companies up to the world war, Hufti Gold Mining Company abandoned fhe

mines in 1994 due to high carbon and sulphur content in the ore and the

excavation become uneconomical. T,.ow Fe-grade iron ore was mined in the

Doni forest area but from 1999-2000 onwards none of the leases have been

renewed.

The complete area was abandoned without proper mining closure and hence it
was highly erosive. However the area is now under green growth and,showing

signs of ecological succession. Wild animals have begun to be sighted in the

earlier mined areas and hence the forests are recuperating.

The abandoned tunnels which were "used for gold mining, have now become

hide-outs and breeding places for animals which use sub-terranean ecosystems

like caves, limestone karst areas and found only in such habitats. Diftrent
species of bats, insects; reptiles, rusty spotted cats etc. have.been in these

and wells

'ble Sup rcmc iri in its ordcr dn in I.A,
1000 in W.?.202195 T,N, avarman Thirumulpad Vs. Union of India and
Ors. has clearly mandatcd that no proposal lbr mining in a sanotuary / National
Park or.within one km l}om the boundary of a sancluaryn{ational Park should

16
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ln tll", lrur:kgrounil ot'tll the sttbmissions, observations and rebuttal to the UA,s
Irtltrrr'. il is ttrru,"r ngrrin rciterntud thnl the Itrrcsts of'Kappathgudda Wildlife Sanctuary
ilTq r$aouplng nnti rt"'lr,tvennlittg ttnder thc protection status as a 'Sanctuary'. The
tt'ilrtlitlt siglitiugs. cutluuiic lltrn, ntedicinnl planls all have lound a safe refuge in this
rtrclt und it is uur ptiurc clttty to protcct thesc inter-generational assets to the best of our
itbilitic.s. Ot:tl1, xlrgrrd 6% ol'the totnl lnnd area in Gadag district is forest land out of
n:lrielt suloqml st'ttthes is uneler enuoaohrrlont which are to be evicted after a decision
is tuken tbr lhc rejcctetl FRA applications, The rest require high protection and
pttsu'rrtrtiun. Itorests oll l*rppntlrgudcta ate source of ground water, clean air and,

ttttlutnic llorn und lhunn uncl they neecl to be preserved in their entirety fbr several

Surucnttirrns to callte.

lleneq' thu' prtrjeet proposal is once agaill rejected and submitted to your
gurrdsslf for \,o\lr kind consider:ation.

Yours faithfully,

of Forests

Division, Gadag

Cop.l subminecl to Principal Chief Conservator
Consen'ation), B angalore for kind inforrnatio ri.

of Forests (Forest

ervator of Forests

Division, Gadag
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cavc coosyslc'rs nrc usrrnlly chnmcturisctlby tlh ttbscttcc oInuttrrnl light, stnblc tcmpcrtturc,

gcoplrysicnl stnrcturc, high rclttirrc hurrriclity, urrd poclr untl sporuclic fclod sourcc$ (Biswns,

20101 Ilcruuhr\ ct fl1.. ?.0t l). NcYcrthclcss, bcenus* tlru cnvirortututtt is discrctcn rigetrous, tntl

cilsily tlcllnctl. ncccssit)lu cilvc hnhitnts prr'rvitlc exutlltlnry sy^stcftrs flor condnctins hiologicnl

sturiiss (culvu lg$?; I.{o$,ilflh lg93). l.lctrcc, thcy irrc ctrrnrnfinly cnllcd n*tttrul laboratories.

currcs urc usnally ipneccssiblu, with scverol physiunl nnd psychologicnl barricrs nggrlrv:rted by

r.he lack trf liglrl (Kurnbcsis, 200?). Dcspitc tlrcsc charnctcristics, thcy lrartrour vorious rmiryrc

n*rl sensiriye nrganisur$, nlilrry uf rvhich nrc clvc oblignte (lv1&rtin ct lll.' 2003)' erves are

nnhrr*l subtanaucon voirls thet arc ll1ge cnouglt for hunrntts to cntcr' Thcy arc frlrrncd mainly

tiuc to rrolea*ic cru'tiou, erosiou, or urclting of rvntcr bencrltlt or lvithin the glaoiers srnd wttsr

or air-{illed \tstcr.

Subtcrnrnenp Iabitats support tliscrctc ccosystcn]s cornposcd of cornmunities that often inclucle

species highl-v specialised to liye undcrgrountl. Thc cave's physical' geoXogical' and

e,r,ironrnental settings rigidly constrain the physical cnvironment. Therefore, it can often be

defined with great procision. Unforfunately, these enclosed habitats represent rigorous' high-

stress Esvironments for most surface organisms and are difficult for humans to access and study

(Moldolan et al', 2018).

carrcs f.omr a complex network of habitats with cracks, crevices, branches, and nodes ofvarious

sizes, most inaccessible ro humans (campbell et al., 2oo7). Al.ong with the permanently

resident organisms, temporary visitors also use different cave microhabitats that are resutrtsd

from variations in cave morphontetrl, light intensity, temPerarure, and humidity' Five habirat

zones of tlre terrestrial subterranean habitats are strongly clefincd based on the physical

environment, especially the light intensity, moisture, airflow, goS concentration (mainly CO2)'

and evaporative power of the air. The five cave zones are; Entrance, Trvilight' Trnusition' Deep'

and Stagnant--air zones (Howarth , lggS), However, conventianfllly a 9ny9, based on the

intensity of light in tlre region, is divided into three cliffcrent zones viz', Entranee' Twilight'

and Dark zone (culver and Pipan ,2019: Manenti et al,, 20 t 5; Bisrvns, 2010)' li

,Thc entranc e r,one (EZ) oreuphotic zone is the cave ope ning and imntedinte ttreti rffiffici1t

light for vascular plant life to grow, TherelbrE, it supports the higlrest number of $peciigos the

epigean and hypogean (endogean) flora anrl fauha occrtr ltere' 'l"hq twiligltt zono (TQ lor

disphotic zone is rhe region with reducecllclinr lighr nnrl irl nor intlrieneecl ditqotty uytxtumat

factors. Species clivcrsity is lorv and mostly'conrposcel of wails lionr neighbouring zones'



&,

threats, such as clinrate change arxl groundwater pollution, are global (Culver and Pipan, 2009),

Many caves are attractive as ccotoufisrtr dcstinations and provide unique opportunities to

educate the public about uncxpcetcd biodivcrsity valucs ancl ecosystem seryices. The

ecosystem seruices pr,ovid,ed lry, cavcs include supporting services, i,e", providing habitat to

species suclt as bats, iusccts, and various micro-flora/fauna and supporting a wide axay of

biodi'r'ersity. Caves arc also knorvn to provide cultural services (recreation, educational,

aestlretic) and provisioning sewices (water availability, groundwater reeharge) (Medelli n et al.

201 7).

Cave science or Biospeleology is still in its infant stage in India, The cave fauna of many

countl-ies is u,ell studied and understood up to a significant level. However, India does have

meagre information about its cave fauna. Except for a few random cave faunal explorations"

collections, and descriptions, a detailed survey of cave fauna is not conducted across the

Gountry, Other than the docurngntation of cave fauna from a few caves in the states of
Megtralaya, Chhattisgarh, Andhra Pradedh, and the Andaman Islands, we do uot have

systematic cave-faunal studies steered in India. We need systematic cave floral and faunal

studies, including the systemattc datz collection about species population, distribution and

microhabitat, to suggest/recommend conservation strategies to conserve/preserve these

wlnerablo habitats and species.

Cross-habitat spillover may be the outcome of a process of habitat loss or degradation where

the receiving habitat serves as a refuge for organisms. Once surface habitats are lost or

degraded, animals can find underground refuge in subtemanean habitats, such as caves. The

subtemanean habitats also include abandoned mines, recognised as human-made subterranean

habirat. Becausp of limfted or no interferense, the abandoned mines provide unigue cavelike

habitats to various animals thaLmay later evolve as troglofarma. Caves can work as reflrges for

the fauna in lanclscapps where the native vegetation cover surrounding them was degraded.

Therefore, habitat degradation on the sudace shoukl be a key variable when ohamcterising cave

ecosystems for conservation prioritisation and offbet planning, Hcbitat degradttion causing a

cross-lrabitat spillover effeet highlights the importance of maintaitring the connection betrveen

subtenanean habitats by the surfaca, cspecially large oaves and olher subterrnnenn habitnts.

Recently, based r:n thc rcclucsr from thc Depu(y Conservator ol Forests (DCF), Gadag,

soientists from the Salim Ali Centrc for Ornithology anrl Natural History (SACON),

Coirnbatore visited Gadag for providing technical pclnsultation on environrnental matters.



This Abandoned Mine had approximate dimensions of 3 to 4 rnetsrs widc and the similat
hei-sht. Unfortlnately, though tlre Mine is extendEd rvith several branching tunnels, we

accessed trvo tunnels ons was up to around 40 rneters straight turmel and an additional branch

of arottnd 85 meters, rvhich was Rrrtherbranchedto e.xtend several meters (surcly> 25 meters).

The rnain tunnel of approximately 40 meters ended rvith a Iong ctiffand a sinkholelof around

2 feet diamcter at l0* I 2 rnste$ in heighr. AIso, at the same place , the verticlc trensh of around

15 meters rvas located, rvhich rvas further filted rvith crysral-clear groundwater. parr of *re
trench on its way dsrvn was partly filled wirh claseic sediments (fallen rocks).

The S5-meter'long tunnel rvas horizontal and accessible. with sorne wet growd and shallow
rvater ditc,hes. These ditches supported the arnphibian fauna and several micro and meio-fauna

that could not be seen with the naked eye. T}e water on the floor w.as supported with the organic

matter frorn the Bat (Chiroptera) species hangrng on the roof and dropping their guano. Vfe

also encountered other fauna in this subtsrranean habitat (Table I)" One of, the siguificant
findings was the usage of this habitat by thc Rusry-spotred Cat (Prionailunrs nrbiginosus),We

recorded the pug rnarl<s and a dead individual ofihe species. .ds the species is included in the
Schedulel of the Wildlift Protection (Act), 1972, the Karnataka Forest Departrnmt Staff
collected the dead individual for the further official process. After 80-85 meters ia lengttr, the

nrmel branch had a sinkhole ofapproximately 1.5 meters in diamerer at 6.? meters in height
Just close to the bellow sinkhole, the dead Rusty-spotted Cat $ras encourtered. As we witnessed

pugmarks of thE species while exploring the place, rve \vere sure that the individual was $ot
accidenr;ally inside the cave, Also since the i:ndividual was found dead without any e.xternal

injuries, we speculated thai it neither fell through the sinkhole. Lar,er the postnrortem report
conJirnred tlrat the individual died because of an infection in thc gastro inrEstine. A dea4 half:.

digested cavedwelling bat rvas found in the Rusty'spotted cat's gut. With deeper ditches, the

tmnel continued for several meters (> 25 rneters), r*,hich we.could not survcy because of a lack
of caving gears anel timite'd time- However, we believe rhat the fi,rrther spaces have
groundwater, which might servs as a unique subtsranean rryetland habimr for several aquatic
fauna to be discovcred and documcnted.

loned illine - 3

(Location: Sy No 55 of Kablayatkatti Forest , Gadag Range)
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Table l' Animals encountered in the various aua'naonea Mines visited on 29rh Much2023

Sr

No.

Animal encountered Sites

Common Name Scientific Name Abandoned

Mine I Mine 2 Mine 3
Rusty-spotted Cat Prionailurus

rubiginosus

Indian boar

crested

porcupine

False

Vampire Bat

Lesser Megaderma

spasma

Horseshoe Bat Rhinolophus spp. + +
Leaf-nosed Bat Hipposiderous

spp.

Mouse-tailed Bat

Common Indian

Tree Frog

Polypedates

maculatus

Toads

Frogs QWes) Unidenttfied spP,

Spiders (34 types) Arachnedae spp.

Moths (4 fypes) +

Crickets (2 types)
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Sus scrofa

Bufo spp.

Orthoptera spp.



Exploring ttre Abandoned Gold Mine
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Sinkholc on thc Abandoncd Gold Mine
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Lorver porlions of,the

Dead individual o1'the llusty-spottcct oat I'ound in thc

I\rline act as spaces for the grouudwater storage

Golrt Minc
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Lesser False VamPire Bat (Megaderma spasrna) found in the Abandoned Gold Mine

Horseshoe Bat (RhYnoloPhrts
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spp.) enc.ountered in the Ab Mine
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Common Indian tree Frog (Polyedates maculatus) encountered in the Abandoned Gold

Mine

Toad (Buffo spP,) encounte red in ths Abandoned Gold


