
GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
ENVIRONMENT AND FOREST DEPARTMENT

DISPUR, GUWAHATI
Email:   environmentforestassam@gmail.com  

ECF No.159983/207   Dated Dispur, the 2nd May, 2023

To : The Regional Officer, 
Government of India, 
Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, 
Integrated Regional Office, 4th Floor, Housefed Building, 
G.S Road, Rukminigaon, Guwahati-781022

Sub     : Proposal for diversion of 3.411 Ha. forest land for drilling location DGR 
in Upper Dehing Reserved Forest (West Block) under Digboi Division in 
favour of OIL.

Ref: Government of India letter F. No. 3 AS B 111/2020-SHI/3583-84 
dated 8.2.2023.

Sir,
In inviting a reference to your letter on the subject cited above, I am directed

to  furnish  herewith  the  following  additional  information/documents  as  sought  vide  letter
under reference for favour of your kind information and necessary action: -

Govt. of India letter F. 
No.3 AS B 111/2020 -
SHI/3583-84 dated 
8.2.2023

Information Provided

Condition No. (1) The User  Agency (OIL)  has  submitted  the  detail  breakup of
payment  of  Rs.  31.21  Crores  towards  the  2% NPV  of  total
forest area involved in the Dumduma PML. (Copy enclosed). 

It  may  also  be  mentioned  here  that  even  though  the  User
Agency (OIL) cleared the 2% NPV due for the Doomdooma
PML, about Rs. 76,23,22,900.00 is still pending for payment for
others PMLs as per demand raised by the CCF & Nodal Officer
(FC Act), O/o the PCCF & HoFF, Assam based on Forest cover
density obtained from Decision Support System, Forest Survey
of  India  vide  letter  No.  FG.27/Nodal/OIL  & ONGC/General
dated  3.1.2017  (copy  enclosed).  The  User  Agency  has
calculated  the  2%  NPV  based  on  the  notified  Forests  and
deposited the amount.  

Condition No. (2) The User Agency (OIL) vide their letter Ref. S&E/E/88(B)/231 
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dated 28.2.2023 (Copy enclosed) has submitted the petition 
filed in Hon’ble Supreme court along with the order dated 
10.8.2022 (Copy enclosed).

The referred petition filed by Sh. Kashmira Kakati  and Hon’ble
Supreme  Court  order  dated  10.8.2022  is  not  related  to  this
project.  The referred petition was filed under Air (Prevention
and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 and Water (Prevention and
Control of Pollution)  Act,  1974 stating that OIL has released
untreated oil, processing effluent into the open sludge pits and
seepage areas around oil rigs in the Digboi Oil field which falls
within Upper Dihing RF (East Block) and the Dihing- Patkai
Elephant  Reserve.  The  proposed  drilling  location  DGR  is  a
proposed  drilling  location,  however  the  referred  petition  is
related to the activities already completed.

Current Status of the case:
As per the Supreme Court order dated 10.8.2022, Ministry of
Environment  and  Forest  was  asked  to  furnish  a  report  in
compliance  of  the  National  Green  Tribunal’s  order  dated
8.12.2017  within  a  period  of  8  weeks  and  as  per  the  latest
Supreme Court order dated 9.2.2023 (copy enclosed), Ministry
is yet to submit the status report.

Additionally,  OIL  assured  to  take  all  safety  and  mitigation
measures  to  protect  the  environment  and  wildlife  of  the
surrounding area of the project 

Yours faithfully,
Enclo: As stated above.

                 Secretary to the Govt. of Assam
            Environment and Forest Department
Memo ECF No. 159983/207-A   Dated Dispur, the 2nd May, 2023
Copy to:-

The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests &HoFF, Assam Panjabari Ghy-37. 

         (E-SIGNED)
      Secretary to the Govt. of Assam
   Environment and Forest Department
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