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Office of Aranya Bhavan, 18th Cross
Principal Chief Conservator of Malleshwaram, Bengaluru - 03
Forests Telephone: 080 2334 6472
(Head of Forest Force) Email: apccffc@gmail.com
E-office File No. KFD/HOFF/A52K(GFL)/29/2021-FC E-561447
Date as per e-sign
To,
The Additional Chief Secretary to Government
Forest, Ecology and Environment Department
M.S. Building, Bengaluru — 560 001
Sir,

Sub: Diversion of 0.448442 ha of forest land in Mudigere Taluk, Chickmagalur
District (Chickmagalur Forest Division) for laying of Jio Optical Fiber
Cable along the road from Attigere-Gonibeedu-Chinniga Mudigere Taluk,
Chikkamagaluru District in favour of Deputy General Manager (DGM), Jio
Digital Fibre Private Limited, No. 51, RMZ Icon, Palace Cross
Road,Vasanth Nagara, Bengaluru-560 052.

Proposal No. FP/KA/OFC/146650/2021

Ref: 1. This office letter of even number dated 21-05-2025 [communication of

GOI EDS Query]

2. Government of Karnataka letter No. FEE 237 FLL 2024 (e) dated 21-
04-2025 [Communication of GOI EDS Query]

3. Government of India, Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate
Change, Regional Office (Southern Zone), Bengaluru correspondence
ending at letter No. 4-KRB1508/2025-BAN dated 04-04-2025 [EDS
Query]

4. Jio Digital Fiber Private Limited, Bengaluru letter No. JDFPL/ROW/
Chikkamagalur / 03/2022-23 dated 23-07-2055 [Reply to the GOI EDS
Query]

5. Deputy Conservator of Forests, Chickmagalur Division letter No.
A5(B4)/JIO/CR-17/2022-23 dated 10-10-2025 [Reply to the GOI EDS
Query]

6. Chief Conservator of Forests, Chickmagalur Circle letter No.
A10/LND/CR-18/2022-23 dated 21-11-2025 [Reply to the GOI EDS

Query]

With reference to the above proposal seeking Stage-I approval submitted by
this office, the Government of India vide Ref (3) has raised an EDS Query seeking
certain additional information. The same has been communicated by the Government
of Karnataka vide Ref (2) to this office. Accordingly, this office vide Ref (1) letter has
forwarded the same to the field officers and further to User Agency.
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In response, the User Agency vide Ref (4) and DCF, Chickmagalur Division
vide Ref (5) has submitted the information sought by the Government of India, that
has been forwarded to this office through FC web portal by the Chief Conservator of
Forests, Chickmagalur Circle vide Ref (6). The report of User Agency, DCF and
CCF are enclosed to this letter.

It is requested to forward the above information / Documents to the
Government of India in response to the EDS query dated 04-04-2025 for further

needful.
Yours Faithfully
Digitally signed by
MAHESH BASAVARA| SHIRUR
Principal Chiefl@§n& A0 R Ests
(Forest Conservation) and Nodal Officer (FCA)
Copy to the:

1. Chief Conservator of Forests, Chickmagalur Circle for information.
2. Deputy Conservator of Forests, Chickmagalur Division for information.

3. Deputy General Manager, Jio Digital Fiber Private Limited, No.51, RMZ Icon,
Palace Cross Road, Vasanth Nagar, Bengaluru - 560052 for information
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The State Govt. is requested to clarify whether
the proposed OFCs is being laid in the existing
Row of the diverted road or otherwise. If it is
1 | being laid along the existing Row of the road
which has already been allowed for non forestry
use, then proposal can be processed as per as
per para 4.2 of comprehensive guidelines issued
under VSESA 1980.

It is not a diverted road but found to
exist earlier1980 to the toposheet of
1977-78 is attached.




Location of tower where the proposed OFC is
being connected is within the forest area or
otherwise. If the tower is within the forest area,
then whether approval under VSESA 1980 has
been obtained or otherwise.

Not applicable

In point no. 8 (ii) of Form A part-Il, the DCF has
mentioned that the area proposed for diversion
is part of the Protected Area, while the nodal
officer vide letter dt 12.08.2024 has informed
that the area proposed for diversion is located
within ESZ of Kudremukh National Park. In this
regard States Government may be requested to
offer its comments.

Deputy Conservator of Forest,
Kudremukha wildlife Division, Karkala
vide Ltr No:A3:CR:02:2024-25. Dt:
19.04.2025 has clearified that the site
falls outside the eco secnsitive zone of
the Kudremukha wildlife sanctuary

Copy enclosed.

If the OFC is being laid through the Row of the
road which has already been allowed for non-
forestry use to another department, then the
NOC from the concerned department is also
required.

Undertaking has given by the U/A
regarding the NOC by the NHA before
stage -2 undertaking copy enclosed.
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The State Govt. is requested to
clarify whether the proposed OFCs
is being laid in the existing Row of
the diverted road or otherwise. If it
is being laid along the existing Row
| | of the road which has already been
allowed for non forestry use, then
proposal can be processed as per as
per para 4.2 of comprehensive
guidelines issued under VSESA
1980.

It is not a diverted road but found to exist
earlier 1980.. the toposheet of 1977-78 is
attached.
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Location of tower where the
proposed OFC is being connected is
within the forest area or otherwise.

2 1If the tower is within the forest Not applicable

area, then whether approval under

VSESA 1980 has been obtained or

otherwise.

In point no. 8 (ii) of Form A part-II,

the DCF has mentioned that the

area proposed for diversion is part Deputy Conservator of Forest,

of the Protected Area, while the Kudremukha wildlife Division, Karkala

. vide Ltr No:A3:CR:02:2024-25. Dt:
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12.08.2024 has informed that the
area proposed for diversion is
located within ESZ of Kudremukh
National Park. In this regard States
Government may be requested to
offer its comments.

outside the eco secnsitive zone of the
Kudremukha wildlife sanctuary

Copy enclosed.

If the OFC is being laid through the
Row of the road which has already
4 | been allowed for non-forestry use
to another department, then the
NOC from the concerned
department is also required.

Undertaking has given by the U/A regarding
the NOC by the NHA before stage -2
undertaking copy enclosed.
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JIO DIGITAL FIBRE PRIVATE LIMITED

CIN: U64200GJ2018PTC105652
No.51, RMZ Icon, Palace Cross Road, Vasanthanagar, Bangalore 560052

Ref No: JDFPL/ROW/ Chikkamagalur / 03/2022-23 Date: 23.07-2025

To
The Deputy Conservator of Forests,
Chikkamagalur Division, Chikkamagalore District

Sub: EDS related to FP/KA/OFC/146650/2021- Digital Fiber

laying JIO Optical Fiber Cable along the Right of Way in NH-PWD road
from Atthigere-Gonibeedu-Chinniga Mudigere Taluk, Chikamagaluru
District, Chikamagaluru Forest Division

Ref: EDS raised by PCCF Office Letter No.
KFD/HOEF/A52K(GGL)/29/2021-FC Dtd: 21-05-2025

with respect to the above subject one observation made about Eco
Sensitive Zone area of Kuduremukha area is overlapping with above said proposal
at stage-2 procedure. In this context there is no field observation made at stage-1
procedure it is a part of Eco Sensitive Zone. We checked all the details available
from Kuduremukha Eco Sensitive Zone notification we found that it is out of ESZ
zone.

Herewith we are submitting soft copy of the Chickmagalur Deputy
Conservator of Forest letter SI:A3.CR;02:2024-25 Dtd: 19-04-2025 letter for not the
part of Eco Sensitive Zone supporting letter. Please once again check and do the
needful.

Thanking Yours

Yours faithfully,
For Jio Digital Fiber Pvt Ltd.,

L OBRE PR
& )\
u‘K \ ) [_:
\{T;}f\\‘ ~ /)
T

(V V Babu) Authorised Signatory

Registered Office: Office - 101, Saffron, Nr. Centre Point, Panchwati 5 Rasta, Ambawadi, Ahmedabad-380006, Gujarat, India.
Tel no: 079-35600100
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