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I The land use details as mentioned in the mining plan are not matching with the
components proposed and mentioned in the online Part-1. Therefore: a clarification
must be provided with justification.
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It is not clear whether the Green belt is different from the safety zone or otherwise.
This needs clarification along with submission of KML file.
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Further. area under road & infrastructure as mentioned in the mining plan is
increasing from 14.875 to 14.905 ha and details in this regard shall be submitted.
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Progressive mine closure plan does not indicate the time and how much forest land
will be biologically reclaimed at the end of mine life which needs submission.
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As per the mining plan the proposal involves the construction of embankment,

settling pond ete. and mining activity will be carried out at minimum depth of

72.15 meter to maximum depth of 141.73 meter from the surface. Therefore, the
comments of the water resource department shall be submitted and if any.
hydrological study has been carried out in the past shall also be submitted.
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The user agency has uploaded an incorrect KMI. file indicating the different 8-
10/2023-FC 1/53726/2023 components of the projects vis-a-vis including the
components proposed to be undertaken on the Non-forest land because as per the
said KML file the area of forest land proposed for diversion is found 80.90 ha
instead of 80.59 ha and the total area of components proposed over the Non-forest
land is found 1.61 ha instead of 15.814 ha. Morcover. the user agency has not
given the attributes against each component KML file due to which it is impossible
to segregate the KML files on the basis of their proposed components. Therefore a
correct KML file for both forest and non-forest land showing the components shall
be submiited.
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Examination of KML file showing coal evacuation plan through GIS-DSS tool
revealed that the road does not exist on the ground. Further the total area of the
proposed road calculated through the KML file is found 7.02 ha and as per the
map showing the coal evacuation plan which has been uploaded by the user
agency in Part-1, the proposed path of the road is passing through the Revenue
Forest land and the forest area coming under this road has not been included in the
present proposal. Therefore a complete proposal involving the total requirement of
forest land shall be submitted.
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The undertaking from the user agency to bear the 2% cost of project towards

wildlife management plan and cost towards chain link fencing for the proposed
forest land as recommend by the PCCF. Wildlite shall be submitted.
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viii. ~ The undertaking from the user agency to bear the 2% cost of project towards
wildlife management plan and cost towards chain link fencing for the proposed
forest land as recommend by the PCCF, Wildlife shall be submitted.
39 g & W § omaee WY1 gRT 999 uF WRE fear war € o
el Hd—6 TR Hel' B |

IX. Earlier, it was noticed during the examination of the proposal through DSS that the
user agency has not sought the diversion of forest land in the Compt No. 780,
Block: Kathoutiya, Shahdol Range located on the south-eastern corner of the
Mining lease. But the State Govt. has now clarified that the said forest patch does
not comes in the Mining lease. However the forest compartment boundaries
available on DSS were submitted by the State Govt. to the FSI, Dehradun for their
uploading on the DSS portal and as per DSS analysis, a protected forest (PF) patch
i.e. Compt No. 780. Block: Kathoutiya, Shahdol Range located on the south-
eastern corner of the Mining lease has not been included in the instant diversion
proposal. It has been directed that either boundaries on the DSS should be
corrected or ¢lse the state should submit the revised proposal including the said
forest patch.
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Point wise reply to the observations dated 22.09.2023

S.No

Observation

Reply

The land use details as mentioned in the
mining plan are not matching with the
components proposed and mentioned in the
online Part-l. Therefore; a clarification must
be provided with justification.

The Modified Mining Plan for Sahapur West Coal Block was approved on
21.04.2022 wherein 24.299 Ha of land wes provisioned for surface utilization.

Out of this 24.299 Ha, 7.136 Ha of Revenue Forest Land was provisioned for
Surface Utilization for Infrastructure Area (5.531 Ha), Green Belt (0.428 Ha),
Embankment (0.282 ha) and Road (0.895 Ha) and the case for Forest Diversion
involving the above was submitted online over Parivesh Portal.

Forest Conservation Division, MoEF & CC, Gol, New Delhi vide letter dated
17.04.2023 opined to explore the possibility of shifting of 5.531 Ha Infrastructure
Area from Forest Land to Non-Forest Land as it is not a site specific activity.

Accordingly the surface layout was reframed by SEML and as per the revised
layout the new component wise area has been mentioned in the online Part-I.

As per the new layout total 16.709 Ha is provisioned for surface utilization which
is in line with the components proposed and mentioned in the online Part-1.

As per Clause 1.3 (B) of the Guidelines issued by Ministry of Coal, Govt. of India
dated 29th May 2020 (Copy enclosed as Annexure-l), the Company Board of the
project proponent is empowered to make changes in the location of infrastructure
within the leased area; Copy of certified Board Resolution was also added with
the approved Revised Mining Plan and is uploaded in Additional Documents of
Part | of Form A. The same has also been mentioned in the Reply of EDS raised
by Nodal Officer dated 26.04.2023. It is once again enclosed as Annexure-II.

It is not clear whether the Green belt is
different from the safety zone or otherwise.
This needs clarification along with
submission of KML file.

The instant case is of Underground Coal Mine. Though the entire Mining Lease
area is of 619.000 Ha, Surface Utilization is of only 16.709 Ha. As per Standard
Industry Practice 33% of the area utilized for Surface Facilities is provisioned
towards Green Belt whereas in the present case it is around 48 % which is
towards better interests of the Environment.

Further, area under road & infrastructure as
mentioned in the mining plan is increasing
from 14.875 to 14.905 ha and details in this
regard shall be submitted.

As per the new layout total of 16.709 Ha is provisioned for surface utilization
comprising of Topsoil Dump (0.03 Ha), Other Use (0.5 settling Pond and UG
entry), Infrastructure Area (8.159 Ha Including Roads), Green Belt (8.02 Including
Embankment).

As per Clause 1.3 (B) of the Guidelines issued by Ministry of Coal, Govt. of India




dated 29th May 2020 (Copy enclosed as Annexure-l), the Company Board of the
project proponent is empowered to make changes in location of infrastructure
within the leased area; Copy of certified Board Resolution was also added with
the approved Revised Mining Plan and is uploaded in Additional Documents of
Part | of Form A. The same has also been mentioned in the Reply of EDS raised
by Nodal Officer dated 26.04.2023. It is once again enclosed as Annexure-Il.

Progressive mine closure plan does not
indicate the time and how much forest land
will be biologically reclaimed at the end of
mine life which needs submission.

The instant case is of Under Ground Coal Mining; no Mining Pits will be created
hence no biological reclamation is required therefore not proposed in Mine
Closure Plan.

Out of 80.590 Ha Forest Land only 0.895 Ha is being utilized for Road, rest
79.695 ha Forest Land will remain undisturbed.

At the end of Mine life, we undertake to plant adequate number of trees on above
mentioned 0.895 Ha Forest Land under supervision of State Forest Department
before returning the land back to the Forest Department.

As per the mining plan the proposal
involves the construction of embankment,
settling pond etc. and mining activity will be
carried out at minimum depth of 72.15
meter to maximum depth of 141.73 meter
from the surface. Therefore, the comments
of the water resource department shall be
submitted and if any, hydrological study has
been carried out in the past shall also be
submitted

Embankment - The embankment is proposed to be constructed on the private
land to be utilized for Surface Infrastructure to prevent flood water from entering
into the Mine premises.

Settling Pond- Central Ground Water Authority vide condition no 28 of the NoC
issued on 29.12.2022 (Copy Enclosed as Annexure V) has provided for use of
the advance dewatering technology (by construction of series of dewatering
abstraction structures) ie. Settling Ponds in the instant case to avoid
Contamination of surface water and accordingly Settling Ponds have been
provisioned.

Hydrological Study - It has been carried out in the July 2022 and subsequently
Central Ground Water Authority has also issued NoC for Ground Water
Abstraction, both are enclosed herewith as Annexure Ill & IV.

Vi

The user agency has uploaded an incorrect
KML file indicating the different components
of the projects vis-a-vis including the
components proposed to be undertaken on
the Non-forest land because as per the said
KML file the area of forest land proposed
for diversion is found 80.90 ha instead of
80.59 ha and the total area of components
proposed over the Non-forest land is found
1.61 ha instead of 15.814 ha. Moreover, the

Correct KML file has been uploaded.

The area of Forest Land has been measured in square meters and hectare, as
well. In Google Earth software the area in square meters is tallying but it
considers, by default, the area less than 500 square meters as 0 hectare and 501
to 999 square meters as 0.1 hectare. Hence when the area is measured in square
meters and converted into hectare (dividing by 10000) exact area is derived, but
difference is observed when the area is measured in Ha in Google Earth.

The total area under surface utilization of Sahapur West Coal Block is 16.709 Ha,
out of which 0.895 Ha is Forest Land for Road and remaining 15.814 Ha is Non-
Forest Land.




user agency has not given the attributes
against each component KML file due to
which it is impossible to segregate the KML
files on the basis of their proposed
components. Therefore a correct KML file
for both forest and non-forest land showing
the components shall be submitted.

Examination of KML file showing coal

evacuation plan through GIS-DSS tool
revealed that the road does not exist on the
ground. Further the total area of the
proposed road calculated through the KML
file is found 7.02 ha and as per the map
showing the coal evacuation plan which has
been uploaded by the user agency in Part-,
the proposed path of the road is passing
through the Revenue Forest land and the
forest area coming under this road has not
been included in the present proposal.
Therefore a complete proposal involving the
total requirement of forest land shall be
submitted.

The components under surface utilization area are Topsoil Dump - 0.03 Ha,
Infrastructure Area - 5.378 Ha, Green Belt including Embankment - 8.02, Settling
Pond - 0.2 Ha, UG Entry - 0.3 Ha and Road 2.781 - Ha.

The Infrastructure Area 5.378 Ha involves Coal Stock Yard, Canteen, Workshop,
Offices, Administrative Buildings, Lamp Room, VTC, Weigh Bridge, Electrical
Sub-Station, Diesel Bunk, Time Office, Rest Shelter, ETP, Store, DG Room,
Parking, First Aid Room, Rescue Room, Dispensary, Laboratory, Bunker, Hopper,
Explosive Magazine, WTP, etc and the remaining area of the plots of Non Forest
Land (i.e. the open spaces left after construction of above facilities).

The Coal Transportation Road is proposed to be constructed.

As the instant case is of Underground Coal Mining, after obtaining EC, Final
Approval under FCA, execution of Mining Lease, the construction activities will
start which shall take around 24 months to reach to Coal Production and hence
Coal Transportation Road will be required after around 2 years.

Accordingly, the diversion of Revenue Forest Land will be sought separately and
an undertaking affirming to non-utilization of such Revenue Forest Land beyond
the mining lease area without obtaining its Forest Clearance is enclosed as
Annexure V.

Since other Milestones for development of Coal Block are to be completed within
prescribed time limits, it is requested that both the FC cases may kindly be treated
separately.

Vil

The undertaking from the user agency to
bear the 2% cost of project towards wildlife
management plan and cost towards chain
link fencing for the proposed forest land as
recommend by the PCCF, Wildlife shall be
submitted.

Undertaking is enclosed as Annexure VI.

Earlier, it was noticed during the
examination of the proposal through DSS
that the user agency has not sought the
diversion of forest land in the Compt No.
780, Block: Kathoutiya, Shahdol Range

To be complied by the State Forest Department.
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located on the south-eastern corner of the
Mining lease. But the State Govt. has now
clarified that the said forest patch does not
comes in the Mining lease. However the
forest compartment boundaries available on
DSS were submitted by the StateGovt. to
the FSI, Dehradun for their uploading on the
DSS portal and as per DSS analysis, a
protected forest (PF) patch i.e. Compt No.
780, Block: Kathoutiya, Shahdol Range
located on the south-eastern corner of the
Mining lease has not been included in the
instant diversion proposal. It has been
directed that either boundaries on the DSS
should be corrected or else the state should
submit the revised proposal including the
said forest patch.

For,Sarda Energy & Minerals Limited,

A

\A__.A@Qv A
S.S. Shrivastava \

Vice President — Coal Mines
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ix. Earlier. it was noticed during the examination of the proposal through DSS that the

user agency has not sought the diversion of forest land in the Compt No. 780, Block:

Kathoutiya. Shahdol Range located on the south-eastern corner of the Mining lease.

But the State Govt. has now clarified that the said forest patch does not comes in the
Mining lease. However the forest compartment boundaries available on DSS were
submitted by the State Govt. to the FSI, Dehradun for their uploading on the DSS
portal and as per DSS analysis, a protected forest (PF) patch i.e. Compt No. 780,
Block: Kathoutiya. Shahdol Range located on the south-eastern corner of the Mining
lease has not been included in the instant diversion proposal. It has been directed that
either boundaries on the DSS should be corrected or else the state should submit the
revised proposal including the said forest patch.
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