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FOREST IIEADQUATERS
AI, CIIIE}- CONSERVAI'OR OI- FORESTS & IIOF'I-ABHAWAN; CIIANDIIASE KTIARPUIi
BIIUBANESW AIt-751023

E-maiI: nodal. ccfho odisha gov-r n

, Bhubaneswar thc
/9tr (MG) -66t2021

Juty,2023

From

To

Sub:

Ref:

Sir,

Sri Susanta Nanda, I!.S
Principal Chief Conscrvator of F.orests
(Forest l)iversion & Nodal Officer, l.C Act)
Oio the PCCF & HoFF, Odisha, Bhubaneswar

The Assistant Inspector General ofl-orests
Government ofl Ind ia
Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change
(Forest Conservation Division), lndira paryavaran"Bharnan
Jor Bag Road, Aliganj, New aihi_t IOOO:'

Proposal for seeking prior aoproval of the Central Govcrnment under Section_2(ii) of rhc Forest (Conservation) Act, l9g0 for 
";._;;."-.r.y usc of 42.608 ha ofF'orest land (16.658 ha in Kconjhai Di,,,i.;; ;;;';i;; ha in Bonai ForestDivision) within Katmans West.iNorthcrn ur.ii'i,*'u i", Iron Orc Mines inKeonjhar and Sundarsar"h r)istri;t of odi.hr;;irr;;;J'i"'*. rr.rn Steel BSLLtd. formerly t<nivn as Bhusan S,""1 

'ira. 
(Online proposalNo.FP/OR/MIN/4 s I 69 t z0 t 0)

ir:H)".%l(:l.irrji,o","o 10.0s.2023 of Assr. rnspecror Generat of Forests, cor,

In inviting reference to the Government of India, Minisrry of Environment, Forest& Climate Change, New Delhi vide letter cited above on rhe captioned subject, the
cornpliance to the observation on four (4) points are furnished as fbllows:
observarion-( : The suh-commirtee in irs reporr has menri'netr rrtor an)) addirionar mininsleose in the area sholl impuo rhe mru"*"r, ij 

"i"pi,iorir'r'ri',,r,, i, ,ne Sundurgurh Distriitbut ulso in adjoin states of Jharkhantr und tiniiitirii'."i:"rthe r, considering the prcsentsituation of mining in rhe urea u1( risl in nurron 
"inp,n'ort 

t,nJricr the committee is of theopinio,n thut lhe possihilily of mitigating ,tri iit *,i'ir' ,,l, Jur"r""n. Mitigution meusureshave been suggesred tu rertu(c rtri i^p)'u ,{,,;;;,;r; q|;;lning ucriviries. t_urther, it hosbeen mentioned tttat if these mitigatirn' misurii'r)ln" i.ptn-ented, in future, thegovernmznr muy consider for lldilionlr mining raase afrer ue evuruuriun. The srsreGovernment shall give justiJication for the instant proposal in view of above.
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As reporled by the ITCCF' Rourkela Circle' foreseeing the possible impact of mining

on wildlife of the instant proposal' a mitigation plan in terms of the Site Specific Wildlife

ConseNation Plan (SSWI-CP) has been prepared as per approved guideline of State

Government incorporating the interventions ofBonai and Keonjhar Division as the project area

spreads to both the Divisions On receipr of the said SSWLCP from Bonai Division' it has been

submitted to the PCCF (WL) & CWLW' Odisha v ide Memo No 2l05 dr'4 '7 '20231or necessary

approval.

'lhe aforesaid SSWLCP locuses on Wildlife Habitat Management' Protection &

Enforcement Activities, Wildlile Monitoring' I lurr.ran lllephant Conflict Mitigalion and Public

awareness and livelihood Gcneralion activities through Community mobilization in zone of

impact around 10 KMs ofradial distances ofthe project site'

The DFO, Keonjhar has locused on monitoring and evaluation' use of technology for

E,lephant monitoring, Gaja Bandhu Scheme (Public Volunteer) and recruitment of front line

human resoutces in the form of elephant squads'

The User Agency has been mandated to implement mitigation measures in core area

focusing on fire watcher, provision of fire blowers and fire fighting squad' awareness

promotion regarding wildlif-e protection' provision ofinstallation and maintenance ofhigh mast

solar light system, provision o1'distribution of small paddy reaper machine to the household'

provision of distribution of crain bins, provision of Jana Surakhya Gaja Rakhya in 5 villages,

inftastructure suPPort etc

measures will create a wln-wln

Moreover, manY other mitigatio

mines are alreadY being imPlem

in the instant Plan.

situalion for sustainable mining and wildlife conservatton'

n measures in the same impact area derived from adjoining

ented which will complement mitigation measures suggested

al Forest

As reported by both the DFOs of Bonai & Keonjhar Division' all these mitigatlon

TheSite.SpecificWildlifeConservationPlandulypreparedbytheDivision

Officer, Bonai Division is enclosed as Annexurc-A'

Observalion-(ii): Slute (iovernment shall submit a point wise.reply/ comments/ iustification

on tlte miligtttion measures t'gg"t';i;a issued iaises in the report of the sub'committee

as above.

As reported by the I{CC|', I{ourkcla Circle' the n.ritigation mcasures as per SSWLCP

would address the in'Ipact of the project on wildlife including elephants in and around the

project area. T'he Comprehensive Action l'lan (CAP) for conservation of Elephant and

mitigation of Human-Elephanl Conflicts in Odisha prepared in consultation with experts' field

level functionaries and NG()s as per direction of the Hon,ble High Court of orissa in Writ

2lt:'.'



Petition @ prl No'r4706/2022 has arready been approved by the lJigh power Committee(HPC) under the chairmanship or the Chief Secretary, odisha. n ction points uncJer I0 piirarstrategy have bcen envisaged in the cAp wirh short ternrs, medium tcrnr and Iong termrnitigative measures The action pran wir act as a perspective pran for Erephant Managementin the State in the years to come.

The recommendation a:

carry ng capacity vis_i_vis r",,;,:; :T:::::: ::H:::il:T::j j;fl:":::;:::
(sorM) wilr be implemented. This is rikely to faciritate un-hindered movement of Erephanrs.

Further' the sswLCp gives importance to rnitigate threats to the wirdlire by focusingon the following points.

a) To conserve avairable popuration orwirdrife in general and the pachyderm in particurar
in the natural habitat.

b) Conservation' protection and Improvement o1'the flora and fauna in an around the
proJecl area.

Observo ti(rn-(i ii): The State Govt-
functional and other mines unrler
the larger landscape.

c) To conserve the naturar ISio-diversity, aesthetic and geo rnorphorogicar varue of the
area with appropriate management of Site, frabitat and Land scape.

d) To reduce the dependency oflocal people on the lorest issues and viable alternates by
undertaking Eco_Devclopment programnte.

e) To reduge man-animal conflict by ensuring contiguity of lJabitat in the Buffbr zone by
improving forest cover in long term basis.

shall compile the (letail of a rhe functi,nal/ non_varrous stages of approval antt their possible impoct o,,

In this context' the Director of Mines, odisha after cxamining the proposar subrnitted
by the field officials, has submitted a report which is enclosed as Annexure-B. As such the
land pertaining to any of the non-functionar mining ieases does not have any scope of being
surrender because ofreasons mentioned therei. by Director of M incs, Government ofodisha.
The present status ofthe leases is encrosed herewith in above annexure rbr reference.
obsenation-(iv): The stare Government has submitted thal to address the issue ofinterst removement of etephants ," 

:,:: ,oO:r 
-hndscape "r^p).irirg of Odisha, Jharkhand,Chhatisgarh ahd south lrestern pait 

.of w_est n"ririj 'llrr r & CC (project DlephantDivisiun) may ossign reputed trgani,atitn/ tnstitutiol ro pipru (.ttmprehensive EtcphontManogement ptan.for the sai 
'Resion. 

u"";;;;,;;;;'io",i.. ,n" Ministry shau se<.k thecomments of ttre project Etephant Divisbn oi ttn iosnnl pr)posrt.

'Ihis observation is not related to State Governmcnt-
The Governrnent of India, Ministry of Forest, Environment & Climate Change rray

seek the comments ofthe project tiicphant Division on the instant proposal.
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ln view of the above' it is requested that the proposal for seeking prior approval under

Section-2 (ii) of the Forest (Conservation) Act' 1980 in favour of M/s TATA Steel BSL for

non-forestry use of42'608 ha ofForest land (16'658 ha in Keonjhar Division and 25'950 ha in

Bonai Forest Division) within Kalmang West (Northern Part) Block for Iron Ore Mines in

Keonjhar and Sundargarh District of Odisha may kindly be considered'

Encl: -As above

Memo No'
CoPY along with

Government of lndia, Mo

information and necessar

Asst. lnsPector General o

Encl: -As above

Encl: -As above

Yours faithfullY

P ri nc i oal c hi" #h#-'Ffi r Forests

ror.rioir.rsion & Nodal Ctfficer' FC Act

/Dt.

enclosures forwarded to the Deputv D13'I"' G'l:]11:l^::::"t (t)'

it'u ii,",oo. n'i chund'u"khu'pur' Rhubaneswar for favour ol kind

r action with rclcrcnce to r '"ntt i"tLs- f 3 D022-FC dated l 0'05 2023 of

ti;;"'i'. col, MoEF & CC' New Dclhi'

PrinciPal Chief C

Forest Diversion &
Forests

FC Actoda

MemoNo !52..71'?' ?q "'-.7,Ht"?3,retaryroGovernment,t;;;ri;;c with enclosures forwarded to the Additiona

Forest, Environment & climatJ i#;;ilil;t"t: 9t'Iu: Bh'buntt*ut for information and

necessary action with 
"1"'"n"" 

"'""""t"N5's-i:l'z0zz-Fc dattd 10'05'2023 of Asst lnspector

;:""J''"rF;;"s, Gol' MoEF & CC' New Delhi'

Principal Chief f Forests

Forest Diversion & Noda o lcer, FC Act

Memo No. /Dt'

Copy forwarded to the Regional Chief Conservator of Forests' Rourkela Circle for

information and necessary u"tlon *iif'"'"t"'*ce to t'is Hlemo No 2376 dated 26'07 '2023 '

Memo No. /Dt'

Copy forwarded to the.uivisional Forest Officer' Bonai.and Keonjhar Forest Division for

information and necessarv ""t'";;i;;';;i";;n"" 
to v"n1o No'2377 dated 26 '07 '2023 of RCCF'

Principal Chief Co
er ActForest Diversion & No a

Principal Chief Co sts

rcer, FC Act

s

4lP:igc

Rourkela Circle
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Forest Diversion & Nod o


