TAMILNADU FOREST DEPARTMENT

From To

Thiru.S.Yuvaraj, L.F.5., The Additional Chief Secretary to
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests Government,

(Head of Department) Environment and Forests Department,
Panagal Maaligai, Saidapet, Secretariat,

Chennai - 600 015. Chennai 9.

Sub:

Ref:

C.No.TS4/39100/2019 Dated: 18.02.2021

Forests - Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 — Madurai Circle / Theni
Division - Proposal for diversion of 2.79 ha (now revised as 2.839 Ha) of
forest land for the improvement work of Theni Bye-pass road connecting
Dindigul-Theni road and Madurai-Cochin road across Valkaradu
Reserved Forest — Online proposal submission by the User Agency ie.
The Divisional Engineer, Highways Construction and Maintenance Theni

- Regarding.

1. Online application uploaded by the User Agency The Divisional
Engineer, Highways Construction and Maintenance, Theni dated:
07.08.2019 (FP/TN/Road/41255/2019)

2. Principal Chief Conservator of Forest’s Ref No: TS4/39100/2019 dated
20.03.2020.

3. Government letter No:6353/FR10/2020-1 dated 28.05.2020.

4. Deputy Engineer, Highways C.No:25/2020/JDO dated 02.07.2020.

5 District Forest Officer, Theni C.No:7304/2013/D dated 06.07.2020.

6. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests & Additional Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests (FAC)Madural Letter No:9688/2019/D1

dated 09.07.2020.
7. Principal Chief Conservator of Forest's Ref.No: TS4/39100/2019 dated

03.08.2020

8. Government of India, Ministry of Environment and Forests,Chennai-34
F No:4-TNB 088/2020-CHN/248 dated 20.1°2.2020.

9. Govt.Lr.No:6353/FR-10/2020-3 dated 31.12.2020.

10. District Forest Officer, Theni C No:7304/2013/D dated 29.12.2020.

11. Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Madurai Letter
No:9688/2019/D1 dated 18.01.2021.

whkAkEER

| wish to state that the replies to the queries raised by the Government of

india in the in the reference 8" cited are as follows.

of the proposal and approval from competent authority and also further

a. Clarification on acquiring the non forest area prior consideration




clarification required for considering forest clearance for 3™ reach alone
when UA applied for 4.295 ha in 3 stretches.
The User Agency has proposed to seek clearance under Forest

Conservation Act to improve the existing road in 2013 and has applied for Forest
Conservation Act clearance for diversion of 4 295 ha of Forest land in Valkaradu

Reserve Forest as below.

" SNo Survey No. | Classifications | Length of Road |
Inﬁ!\fﬁﬁ_':nihe ' Patta/ Forest
'9 Karadu
Poraboke
1 108, 109, 110, 111, | Patta Land 1505 m -

135, 136, 137, 138,
139, 142, 143, 258,
1367, 256, 1378,
1377, 1376, 189 &

180 .
2 1237 Karadu 1005 m -
' Poramboke _
1 reach 278m
3 Valkaradu RF Riﬁewid = 2" reach 950m |
ores
| 3™ reach 662m
Sub Total 2510m | 1890m
Total 4400m

From the above, forest land required is 1890m x (22+23.44)/2 = 42950
m2 (i.e) 4.295 Ha. The User Agency has handed over 8.59 ha of non forest land
in Sy.No:1511 of Veerapandi village, Theni Taluk of Theni District to forest
department as a compensatory land for the proposed diversion and Is notified
under Section 4 of Tamil Nadu Forest Act 1882 and the notification under section
16 of Tamil Nadu Forest Act 1882 is under process. The proposal was not
pursued further. A separate proposal was initiated by the User Agency for
diversion of 0.7944 ha land (Il reach 662m length and 12m width) stating that
this portion of the road formed prior fo Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 and
permission was accorded vide Principal Chief Conservator of forests C.No.
TS1/34967/2013 dated 27.08.2013.



b. The State Government has to provide details of clearance i.e. copies
of the Stage | & Il approval for 0.7944 ha if any.

A fresh proposal for improvement and re-gradation of road ™ reach from
Theni Bus Stand to Madurai — Cochin road for a length of 662 mts. and a width of
12 mts ie. 0.7944 ha was received from Highways Department stating that this
portion of the road formed prior to Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 and being
utilised for public purpose and hence permission accorded vide Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests, Chennai ref. No. TS1/34967/2013 dated 27.08.2013.
(Copy enclosed) for improvement of existing road.

c. Legal status of the existing road needs to be provided and whether
existing road (width of 7 mtr) also included in the present proposal needs
to be explained;

In the notification of Reserved Forests, no mention about the road.
However it has been reported that the existing road was present even before the
year 1980.

The present proposal is including the existing road of 7 mts. width.

d) As per the Site Inspection Report of Additional Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests, Madurai Circle, considering the wild animail
movements in the road appropriate mitigation plan needs to be submitted.

The User Agency has reported that there are no possibilities to make a
provision for underpass or OVerpass for free movement of the wildlife.
Alternatively they are proposing to control the speed limit of road traffic by
providing caution boards and reflection board to safeguard the wildlife.

Copy of the letters received from the User Agency, District Forest Officer, Theni
and the Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests Madurai are enclosed.

| request that the orders of Government of India may be obtained and
communicated early.

Encl.: as above

Yours faithfully,

ﬁ X ‘.:‘—:"m Oy 2\
ip

_for Principat Chief Conservator of Foresis
(

% Head of Depariment)
{44
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) i " . No. TS1/34967/2013 Office of the Principa! Chief Conservator

of Forests (Head of Forest Force),
Panagai Maaligai, Saidapel,
Chennai - 13.

Dated: 27.08.2013.

Sub:  Road - Theni District - Improvement of Theni Bypass road from 3/6 - 44 km,
by Highways, Theni - permission for improvement of Theni Bypass romd
{Regradation works) requested - regarding.

Ref I. Divisional Engineer, Highways, Construction and Maintenancs,
Theni letter No. 25/2013 JDO2, dated: 07.08.2013 and [9.08 2013
2. Conservator of Forests, Madurai C.No. 10098/2013/D1, dated:
20.08.2013.
3. Dismict Forest Officer, Theni C.No. 7304/2013 D, dated; 19.08.2013.

#hFrd
In the reference 1st cited Divisional Engineer, Highways, Theni has requested permission o
improvement and Regradarion of existing Theni Bypass road in 3/6 - 4/4 km to a fength of 662 m within
the existing road width of 12m in Vatkaradu RE,

In the reference 2nd and 3rd cited the District Forest Officer, Theni and the Conservator of
Forests, Madurai has recommended to improve the forest road over a distance of 662 m and to a width of
12 m in Valkaradu RF and also stated that existing road was already formed prior lo Forest
(Conservation) Act 1980 and it is being utilized for the public use tifl today. The District Forest Officer
has inspected the proposed regradation of Theni by pass road in Valkarsdu RF on 08.08.2013 along with
Forest Range Office, Theni field staffs and observed that the works on regradation of Theni bye pass road
does not involve any tree cutting. For improving the above said road most of the people will be benefited

and it will provide easy and safe movement of vehicles, public wransport buses and other road users and it
will ensure the safety of public.

The proposals and recommendations of the District Forest Officer, Theni and the Conservator of
Forests, Madurai has been examined with reference to the Government of India guideline and relevant
records and the District Forest Officer, Theni Division is permitted 10 issue necessary permission to the
Divisional Engineer, Highways, Theni for improvement of the existing Theni Bye pass road within the
existing length of 662 m and a width of 12 meter in Valkaradu RF without violation of Fores
(Conservation) Act, 1980, Tamil Nadu Forest Act, 1882, Wildlife (Pfutec[im} Act, 1972 and

Government of India guidelines with following conditions.

e — e ——
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1. No tree felling should be allowed.
2 No widening of road should be uuderiaken withow oblaming i | T
from Governnent of India

3 No damages should be eansed to Flors sl Fannn

4. No breaking of fresh forest fand shauld fie done

S No fire for melting of coal tar and mixing shall be caused in the firest lands

G, No labour camps shall be establishied on the forestiands,

T No work shail be aliowed after sunset.

8. The User Agency should not claim the right for this road in future.

9.

The District Forest Officer may add any other condition if necessary s per rules
and acts in force.

10.  The Divisional Engineer, Highways should ensure all the Govemment

of India
fuies and State Government acis are followed without any violation,

Sd/- 8. Yuvaraj.
for Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
(Head of Forest Force)
To
The District Forest Officer, Theni Division, Theni.
Copy 1o

Onsery; f Forests, Madurai Circle, Maduraj.
The Divisiona! Engincer, Highways, Construction and Maintenance, Theni.

MTrue copy/By order/

;‘h‘-’ - &H-":h ‘»}j -
Senior Dmgégy{ﬂﬁtﬁwr



PROCEEDINGS OF THE DISTRICT FOREST OFFICER. THENI DIVISION, THENL

- Present: Thiru.M.Sundarakumar, [.F.S., 2T
District Forest Officer. g
Proc. No.7304/2013/D dated ; 30.08.2013
Sub  : Forests- Theni District — Improvement of Theni Bye pass road

from 3/6 — 4/4Km, by Highways, Theni — Permission for
improvement of Theni Bye pass road (Regradation works) -
Permission granted — Regarding

Ref : 1) Divisional Engineer, Highways, Construction &
Maintenance, Theni letter No0.25/2013JD0O2 dated
07.08.2013 and 19.08.2013
2) Poncipal Chief Conservator of Forest, Chennai Ref.
No.TS1/34967/2013 dated 27.08.2013.

*kkkd

With reference to the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Chennai reference

2™ cited, the Divisional Engineer, Highways, Construction and Maintenance Theni is
permitied under Section 21 of Tamil Nadu Forest Act 1882 for improvement of the existing
Theni Bye pass road within the existing length of 662m and a width of 12 meter in Valkaradu
R.F. without violation of Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, Tamil Nadu Forest Act, 1882,
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 and as per the Government of India guidelines with the
following conditions.

Conditions:

1. The Divisional Engineer, Highways, Theni should take responsibility for any felling

of trees along the distance of 662 m and around the regradation area till the
completion of the work.

- The length of the 662m and width of 12 meter for improvement of the existing Theni

Bye pass road for regradation in Valkaradu R.F. boundary should be re-fixed in the
presence of Forest staff. The Divisional Engineer, Highways, Theni should inform
the dates of re -fixing the length and width of the existing Theni Bye pass road
(regradation) in Valkaradu R_F. well in advance to the Forest Range Officer, Theni.

. On Improvement of the existing Theni Bye pass road, no forest area should be

included for widening of road other than the admitted length of 662m and width of
12 meter without obtaining prior permission from Government of India.

- The Divisional Engineer should ensure that no fire is caused in forest land for melting

of coal tar and mixing in the forest area, the Divisional Engineer should always render
all the possible help to the Forest department to extinguish the fire if occurred in the
forest area adjacent to project area.
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5. Materials of any sort like stopes, sand, earth eic. should not be collected withi <.
Forest limits.

6. The surrounding Forest area of the Theni Bye pass road should not be disturbed and
breaking of fresh forest land in any manner.

7. The labourers camps should not established in the Forest area.

8. Smoking is strictly prohibited within the stretch of Reserve Forest limits of
Valkaradu..

9. There should not be any damages caused to Flora and Fauna in the project area.

10. The Divisional Engineer should see that no works shall be done after sunset in the
project area.

11. The status of road should not be changed. The Divisional Engineer should not claim
any right for this road in future.

12. The Divisional Engineer is responsible for any Wild animals that may die (or) sustain
injury due to the transport of their vehicle and compensation will be leived by the
District Forest Officer, Theni as deemed fit.

13. The Divisional Engineer should be provide sufficient side berms as per norms for
safe, smooth movement of vehicles within the project area.

14. The Divisional Engincer should adhere to the provisions contained in the Tamil Nadu
Forest Act 1882, Forest Conservation Act 1980 and the Provisions of Wild life
Protection Act 1972.

15. If Divisional Engineer Highways, Theni fails to adhere to any of the above conditions
the permit shall be liable for cancellation at the discretion of the District Forest
Officer, Theni and no compensation whatever shall be claimed by the Divisional
Engineer on account of such cancellation.

16. Rain water harvesting structures whenever possible shall be formed all along the road
sides of project area.

17. No Dumbing of garbage and waste and polluting chemicals are permitted in the
adjoining in Reserve Forest during the project period.

18. Masonry retaining walls (revetments) for supporting and protecting the upward side
of Road (Reserve Forest side) shall be provided all along the Reserve Forest side.




The Divisional Engineer, Construction and Maintenance,
Highways, Theni.

Copy submitted to the Principal Chef Cugservator of Forests (Head of Forest Force)
Chennai.
Copy submitted to the Conservator of Forests, Madurai.
Copy to the District Collector, Theni District, Theni.
Copy to the Assistant Conservator of Forests, Theni.
Copy to the Forest Range Officer, Theni

The Forest Range Officer is instructed to render required assistance to the Divisional
Engineer, Highways, Theni for improvement of Theni Bye pass road for regradation within
the admitted length of 662m and width of 12m. The Forest Range Officer should ensure that
one Forester/Forest Guard should be with the Project Officials during the working period and
waich that no damages are caused to Reserve Forest area and its Environment. The Forest
Range Officer should monitor the project work frequently and if any irregularity is noticed
during the Project period such offenders should be booked under the provisions of Forest Act
1882 and Forest Conservation Act 1980 and as per rules and acts in force. The Forest Range
Officer should send final report on completion, of the improvement of Theni Bye-pass road
(Regradation work).
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E-Mail (Scanned copy) / Thapal / Courier
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From To
Thiru. S. Gowtham, LF.S,, _“The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests,
District Forest officer, (Head of Department], ,
Theni Forest Division, Panagal Building, Saidapet,
Theni. Chennai — 15.

(through The Additional Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests, Madurai)

€. No. 7304/2013/D dated 29/12/2020
Sir,
Sub:- Forests - Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 - Madurai Circle, Theni
Forest Division - Proposal for diversion of 2.839 ha of forest land for
the Improvement Work of Theni Bye-pass road connecting Dindigul -
Theni road and Madurai — Cochin road across Valkaradu Reserved
Forest — Online proposal submission by the User Agency ie. The
Divisional Engineer, Highways Construction and Maintenance Theni. —

Report Submission - Regarding,

Ref:- 1) The Principal Chief Conservator of Forest's Ref. No.
TS4/39100/2019 dated 21.12.2020
2)  Government of India, Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate
Change, Chennai — 34 F.No:4-TNB 068/2020-CHN /248 dated
21.12.2020

With reference to the above subject am:l_ reference cited, I submit my reply to the
query raised by Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change, Government of
India in reference 2™ cited as below,

Clarification on acquiring the non forest are prior consideration of the proposal
and approval from competent authority and also further clarification required
for considering forest clearance for 3™ reach alone when UA applied for 4.2595
ha in 3 streatches.

The User Agency has proposed to seek clearance under Forest

Conservation Act to improve the existing road in 2013 and has applied for

Forest Conservation Act clearance for diversion of 4.295 ha of Forest land in

Valkaradu Reserve Forest as below,

PTO
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S.No. | Survey No. Classifications | Length of Road |
Involved in the Alignment Patta P Racdn [ .FDT.‘E:-;L'—*'E
= Poraboke | s,
1 108, 109, 110, 111 135, | Patta Land 1505 m -
136, 137, 138, 139, 142, '
| 143, 258, 1367, 256, 1378, |
1377, 1376, 189 & 190 \ A
2 | 1237 Karadu | 1005m - *
Poramboke g
1streach 278m
3 Valkaradu RF 'i Reserved = 9nd reach 950m |
| Forest
3rd reach 662m |
Total | - 2510m 1890m
: Total :I 4400m

From the above Forest Land required is 1890m x (22+23.44)/2 = 42950 m2 (i.e)
4.295 Ha. The User Agency has handed over 8.59 ha of land to forest department as
a compensatory land for the diversion and is notified under Section 4 and the
notification under section 16 is under process. The proposal was not pursued
further and diversion of 0.7944 ha land (Illrd reach) was accorded vide Principal

Chief Conservator of forests order in a separate proposal initiated by User Agency.

The State Government has to provide details of clearance i.e. copies of the Stage I
& 1 approval for 0.7944 ha if any.

A fresh proposal for improvement and re-gradation of road Ilird reach from
Theni Bus Stand to Madurai — Cochin road for a length of 662 mts and a width of 12
mts ie 0.7944 Ha was pursued and permission accorded vide Principal Chief

Conservator of Forests, Chennai order C.No. TS1/34967/2013 dated 27.08.2013.

Legal status of the existing road needs to be provided and whether existing road
(width of 7 mtr) also included in the present proposal needs to be explained;
Reserved Forest Notification didn’t have any mention of the road. However User
Agency is claiming that the existing road was present even before the year 1980.
The present proposal is including the existing road of 7 mts. width.
PTO
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d. As per the Site Inspection Report of APCCF Madurai Circle, considering the wild

animal movements in the road appropriate mitigation plan needs to be
submitted.

The User Agency has reported that there are no possibilities to make a
provision for underpass or overpass for free movement of the wildlife. Alternatively
they are proposing to control the speed limit of road traffic by providing caution
boards and reflection board to safeguard the wildlife.

This is for the favour of kind information.

Yours faithfully,
Sd/-S. Gowtham
District Forest Officer, Theni.

Copy Submitted to the Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Madurai Circle,
Madurai.
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By (E.Mail (Scanned copy)/Courier)

TAMILNADU FOREST DEPARTMENT & A
From Ta e X
Thiru. Yogesh Singh, L.F.S, Principal Chief Conservator of Forests,
Additional Principal (Head of Department},

Chief Conservator of Forests, (I/C) Chennai- 15.
Madurai Circle, Maduraj.

~——=. Ref.No.9688/2019/D1 Dated: 18.01.2021.
S{*T? : ik I:I‘-I.:H::-\-

A AR
S

o

Sub: Fﬁrési's\ - Forests {Conservatiun] Act 1980-Madurai Circle-
pL -‘-?er'r}i Forest Division - Proposal for diversion of 2.79 Ha of
V. orest land for the improvement work of Theni Bye-pass road

connecting Dindigul - Thenj road and Madurai - Cochin road

.across  Valkaradu Reserved Forest - Online proposal
submission by the User Agency ie. The Divisional Engineer,
Highways  Construction and  Maintenance Theni -
Compensation Afforestation - Reg.

Ref: 1) Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Chennai, Ref.No.
TS4;’391DD{QD19, Dt.21.12.2020

2) Government of India, Ministry of Environment, Forests and
Climate Change - 34 F.No:4-TNB UﬁS,’EDEG-CHN;‘E‘PB,
Dt.21.12.2020

3) Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests,
Madurai. Ref No. Dl;’QﬁSSfZDlQ, Dt. 24.12.2020

4) District Forest Officer, Theni. Ref No. D/7304/2019, Dt.
29.12.2020

TR%

I submit that the Teport called for in the Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests letter st cited has been received from the District

Forest Officer, Theni vide reference 4t cited. The report of District Forest Officer,

Encl: As stated above Yours Faithfully

el

For Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests,
Madurai Circle, Madurai.
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