
Government of West Bengal 
Directorate of Forests 

Office of the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Head of Forest Force 
Aranya Bhawan, Block: LA-10A7 Salt Lake City, Sector— Ill, Kolkata:: 700 106 

Phone - Fax:: (033) 2335 8581/7751, e-mail : wbcampa(@Amail.com  
Visit us at: www.westbengalforest.gov.in   

No- aiss 	L&LT/2M-1334/2017 	 Dated: CSI /.© 2 .2022 

To 	The IRO, Kolkata 
MoEF & CC,-Govt. of India. 

Sub.: Proposal for diversion 109.459 ha. of forest land for opencast Mining Project at Gouransdih ABC 
Coal Mine in favour of West Bengal Mineral Development and Trading Corporation under Durgapur 

Forest Division (Proposal No. FP/WB/MIN/26869/2017). 

Ref: 	(i) MoEF & CC, Government of India Letter no. 8-03/2019 FC dt. 12.04.2021 (copy enclosed) 

Sir/Ma'am, 
With reference to the above stated subject, the parawise reply is submitted as follows for kind 

information and necessary action: 

Para 1. Reply by DFO, Durgapur vide letter no. 998/8-25 dt. 30.06.2021 under point no (i) a & b 

(Copy enclosed). 

Para 2. Reply by DFO, Birbhuhi vide letter no. 2190/8M dt. 18.01.2022 & DFO, Durgapur vide 

letter no. 3603/8 dt. 23.11.2021 (Copy enclosed). 

Para 3. Reply by DFO, Durgapur vide letter no. 998/8-25 dt. 30.06.2021 under point no (ii) (Copy 

enclosed). 

Para 4. Notification for mutation of land will be accordingly issued before Stage-II approval under 

FCA 

Para 5. As per Part-I of project, rehabilitation colony/ worker colony is proposed on non-forest 

land, and, therefore, beyond the purview of Forest Department. 

Encl: As stated. 
Yours faithfully 

Addl. Principal Chief Cons ,rvator of Forests & 
Nodal Officer, Forest Conservation Act, 1980 
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Government of India 
Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change 

(Forest Conservation Division) 
**** 

Indira ParyavaranBhawan, 
JorBagh Road, Aliganj, 

New Delhi — 1100 03. 
Dated: 	12th April, 2021 

To, 
The Prinssipal Secretary, 
Government of West Bengal, 
Kolkata-700 098 

Sub: 	Diversion of 109.459 ha of forest land for Open Cast Mining Project at 
Gourangdih ABC coal mine in favour of WB Mineral Development and Trading 
Corporation under Durgapur Forest Division, West Bengal. 

Sir, 

I am directed to refer to the State Government's letter letter No. 
307-For/O/L/10T-01/2019 dated 03.03.2021 furnishing their response on Ministry's letter of 
even number dated 15.07.2019 towards instant proposal. The compliance report has been 
examined in consultation with DSS 'Cell of this Division of the Ministry and it is noted that 
still complete information has not submitted by the State government for further processing of 
the proposal for appropriate decision at Ministry level. It is further requested to submit 
complete report /information on following points. 

1. From the perusal and analysis of the ICML files submitted by the State Government it is 
- observed that some Non-forestry activity/ mining in the proposed Forest land has been noticed 

on the eastern boundary of Gourangdih 'C' Coal block. It is also observed through DSS tool 
that many forest patches specifically in the Gourangdih 'C' Coal block boundary in the 
proposed area of diversion has not been included.In this regard, Maps are enclosed for your 
ready reference [Annexure-I (a to d)]. 

2. Ministry vide its letter of even number dated 15.07.2019 has requested to revise the 
proposed CA sites proposed on Plot Nos. 281, 1580, 306 & 358 which tar.e, falling on the 
Forest compartment boundaries instead of non-forest Govt. land as mentioned" in the proposal 
and the encroachment in the form of agricultural land is also observed through .Google earth 
Imagery dated 4/1/2019 in the proposed CA patches bearing Plot Nos. 253, 1863, 73, 48, 
1840 & 1841". In its compliance the state government has not changed the CA sites. The 
discrepancies in proposed CA are reiterated as under: 

a. Survey No/Khata No. 525, 306, 358, 3, 281 1580 and 1300 are falling in the Forest 
compartment. 



File No.8-03/2019FC 

b. Survey No/Khata No. 1152 is having some Settlements. 
c. Survey No/Khata No. 561 (8.21 Ha) is having pre- plantation work. 

The copies of relevant Maps are enclosed for your ready reference [Annexure-II 
(a to e)]. 

3.It is reported by the Govt. of West Bengal that "there is no Mine adjacent to the 
Gourangdih 'ABC' Coal Project" whereas the IRO, Bhubaneswar in the Site Inspection 
Report reported that "on the eastern most side Gourangdih-'C' shares boundary with 
Gourangdih-'D' block, allocated to Eastern Coalfields Ltd". Thus, these contradictory 
information need clarification from the State Govt. and Integrated Regional Office for 
appropriate decision. 

4. The conditional transfer of CA land in favour of Forest Department as approved by the 
Govt. of West Bengal vide their Memos No.1136-GE(M)/2L-358/17 dated 
29.03.2018,No.1137-GE(M)/2L-13/18 dated 29.03.2018 and No.2232-GE(M)/2L-358/17 
dated 22.06.2018 is not acceptable in accordance with provisions of FCA,1980 and guidelines 
thereof, as the equivalent non-forest land for compensatory afforestation has to be transferred 
and notified as RF/PF before Stage II approval. 

5. The copy of minutes of the meeting wherein R&R plan approved is not given. Thus, the 
status of R& R plan is not clear. 

In view of above, Govt. of West Bengal is requested to kindly review the proposal and 
CA sites with the help of DSS tool and submit with detailed clarification/ 
information/documents on the points indicated above for further consideration of the 
proposal. 

Yours faithfully, 

Encl.as above. 

Sd/- 
(Sandeep Sharma) 

Assistant Inspector General of Forests (FC) 

Copy to: • • 

1. The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Government of West Bengal, 
Kolkata. 

2. The Nodal Officer (FCA), 0/o the PCCF, Government of West Bengal, 
Kolkata. 

3. Dy. Director General (Central), Integrated Regional Office, Kolkata-with a 
request to kindly see the observation of the Ministry as mentioned above 
and visit the site proposed for diversion and thereafter submit detailed 
report for further action. 



 

sc) 

 

  

  

  

Government of West Bengal 
Directorate of Forests, 

Office of the Divisional Forest Officer, Durgapur Division. 
Aranyapally, Shashtri Avenue, Durgapur-12. 

E-mail- dfodurgapur(3iyalmo.in  
Office Tel. / FAX- 0343-2537229 

Memo No. InS. /8-25 	 Dated, Durgapur, The 30 / 06 /2021 

To 	.. 	The..Addl. Principal Chief Conservator of Forest 
& Nodal Officer, Forest Conservation Act 

Sub.. 	Diversion of 109.459 ha of Forest land for opencast Mining Project at Gourandi ABC Coal 
Mine in favour of West Bengal Mineral Development and Trading Corporation under 
Durgapur Forest Division. 

Ref. :: 	Your file No. L&LT/2M-1334/2017 dated 08/06/2021 and MoEF &CC, Govt. of India letter 
No. 8-03/2019-FC dated 12/04/2021. 

With reference to the above the undersigned visited the field and consulted relevant land 

records in connection with the observations by MoEF & CC of Government of India and is putting 

hereunder my observations/ clarifications point wise. 

) 	None— Forestry activity/mining in the proposed Forest Land: on the eastern boundary of 

Gourandi T' Coal block [Minexure-I (a to 01: 
) Relating to Annexure- I (b), the lower portions comprising of R.S. Plot Nos. 229, 230, 233, 

235, 236, 237, 244, 245, 844, 233/851, 233/6006, 233/6007,2261 of Jamgram Mouza (J1 No. 

20) under Baraboni Block are not Forest Lands as per lands records (Copy attached) and the 

upper small half-circle shaped portion is forest land comprising of RS. Plot No. 219(P) of the 

same Mouza. As per field enquiry, there is no ongoing non-forest activity in this Forest Plot. 

The area is blank and devoid of any vegetation but completely under possession of Forest 

Depaituient and free from any type of non-forest activity. 

b) Regarding•non-inclusion of many forest patches specifically inlIie,Gourandih 'C' Coal Block 

boundary [As per Annexure- I(c & d)], the portion compromising of R.S. Plot Nos. 229, 230, 

233, 235, 236, 237, 244, 245, 844, 233/851, 233/6006, 233/6007, 2261 of Jamonm Mouza (31 

No. 20) under Baraboni Block which are non forest land as per land records. There are some 

vegetation in the form of scrubs, bushes etc. are present but does not belong to Forest 

Department. 

Sharing of boundary by Gourandih 'C' block on the eastern most side with Gourandih 'D' 

block allocated to Eastern Coalfield Ltd.: 



ndo: As stated 
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• 

This portion is non forest land as mentioned earlier. SomoHpart• is presently being used 

• tempprarily by Eastern Coalfield Ltd. . for ,clump storage, loading_point of trucks/dumpers etc. 

• s`,Obkivetl: during field verificatim-  The entire portion is , ailOtted to WBMD& TC [Relevant 

docuthent aftacheoll. Moreover this is non Forest land and is a matter of mutual settlement 

between WBMD&TC and ECL. 

iii) 	Regarding issues relating to CA land a correspondence has already been made to the Divisional 

Forest Officer, Birbhum Division vide Memo No. 884/8-25 dated 24-06-2021 since the entire 

CA land falls under his jurisdiction and land suitability also obtained from his end. 

This is for your kind information and taking necessary action. 

Thanking•yut, 

Your fai 

Copy forwarded for kind information and necessary action to: 

1) The Addl. Principal Chief Conservator of Forest & Chief Conservator of Forest , South East 

Circle, West Bengal. 

2) The Managing Director, West Bengal Mineral Development & Trading Corporation Ltd. 

(Wl31vID&TCL), 13, Nellie Sengupta Sarani (Lindsay Street), 2nd  Floor, Kolkata-700087. 

Divisional1?ori  
Durgapur 

stOTfic  
ivision 
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Dale : 08,02.21 Item° No. 107 fill.&1.1201" Barabani 

Government of West Bengal 
Office of theIllodk.Land, & Land Reforms Officer 

Barabahl'11111*-7,;Paschirn Bardhaman 

to 

The Additional District Alegistrate and 
District lantl and land Refortns Officer 
Nisei-tint liardltawan 

Sus: S.Ihrtissior. of verified map showmg the applied area regarding the application for mining 'vase 
by MA WINVID Ed in respect of GOurandili ABC Block 

REF: nni. Of re Menlo No. NIA.02.8i/ADM8.0L&Lildifinfm21 Defeo 05 02 21 

c nu e alne, the undersigned is submitting herewith the verified cadastral map showing tne anpt.eu 
area r 143 r nut the application for mining lease by M/S WBMDICL in respect of Gourandih ABC Blocli 

I Ins 	ittr ilur kind perusal 

11.1.. & L . 	ILMIAN I 

seldin 13ar thaman 

Block Load& Land return's C"-,cer 
1,7rlbonlPantlifinbarntiamar. 



f30(4-01 	 

Government of West Bengal 
Directorate of Forests 

Office of the Divisional Forest Officer, Birbhum Division 	
az, num 

Barabagan, Suri, Birbhum, PIN - 731103 
Phone - 03462-255262 : Fax - 03462-253863 : e-mail : dfobirbhum2010@gmail.com  

Visit us at: wvw.birbhumforest.in  
No. 196 bsti Date: 1810//2.02,2_ 

ITo 
The Addl. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests & 
Nodal Officer, FCA 

Sub: Proposal for Diversion of 109.459 ha. Forest land for opencast Mining Project at Gourangdih ABC Coal Mine 
in favour of West Bengal Mineral Development and Trading Corporation under Durgapur Forest Division. 

Ref: 1. Your Office Letter no. 7472/L&LT/2M-1334/17 dated 07.01.2022. 
2. Letter no. 109/SEC/2M-10 dated 11.01.2022 of the Addl. PCCF & CCF, SEC, W.B. 

Sir/ Madam, 
With reference to the subject mentioned above, a joint field survey was conducted at Mouza - Aligarh, JL No.- 14, 

Plot No. 1152 under Rajnagar Range by the representative of Forest Department and the representative of W.B.M.D.T.C.L. on 
17.01.2022. It has been found that 14.20 acre of land is found suitable for Compensatory Afforestation from earlier proposed 
16.42 acre of land. Plot No. 561 in Aligarh Mouza of Rajnagar Range is withdrawn by W.B.M.D.T.C.L. and two alternative 
land measuring 14.0 acre and 19.86 acre is proposed at Mouza - Jitpur, JL No. - 44, Dist - Paschim Barddhaman by 
W.B.M.D.T.C.L. The area suitable for Compensatory Afforestation, encumbrance free and lying vacant at Birbhum District are 

iven below plot wise. 
SL No. Monza JL No. Plot'No. Total Area (in Acre) Area available for CA (in Acre) 

I Aligarh 14 752 3.60 3.60 
2 Aligarh 14 1219/1840 20.10 20.10 
3 Aligarh 14 365 1.86 1.86 
4 Aligarh 14 805 8.60 8.60 
5 Aligarh 14 1773 3.46 3.46 
6 Aligarh 14 764 1.50 1.50 
7 Aligarh 14 925/1841 8.75 8.75 
8 Aligarh 14 764/1771 0.70 0.64 
9 Aligarh 14 1085 30.27 30.27 
10 Aligarh 14 1152 16.42 14.20 
11 	. Aligarh 14 525 12.70 12.70 
12 Aligarh 14 306 7.32 7.32 
13 Aligarh 14 358 4.25 4.25 
14 Aligarh 14 3 51.63 15.70 
15 Dhaka 12 281 16.35 16.35 
16 Dhaka 12 1580 40.77 40.77 
17 Dhaka 12 1300 31.87 31.87 
18 Dhaka 12 73 24.50 24.50 
19 Dhaka 12 1033 17.16 17.16 

Grand Total area for CA Land 263.6 
Land proposed for suitability of Plantation mentioned in above table is devoid of any encroachment and settlement & 

can be afforested with artificial regeneration after providing proper fencing and trenching all around the boundary. 

This is for your kind information and taking necessary action. 	- 

GAM41'-- 
Divisioutest Officer 

Birbhum Division 
No. 	 Date: 
Copy forwarded for kind information to: 

1. The General Manager (Projects), W.B.M.D.T.C.L. 
2. The Addl. PCCF & CCF, SEC, WB. 

SW- Aria% mad; IFS 
Divisional Forest Officer 

Birbhum Division 



This is for yolk kind inforinatiOn4 necessary action. 

Government:or vVest.Bengal 
Directorate of 'Forests, 

Office of the Divisional Forest. Officer, Durgapur Division. 
Aranyapally, Shashtri Avenue, Durgapur-12. 

d fodn mane r(.valmo.in  
Office Tel. / FAX- 0343-2537229 

Memo No.36°3  / 
	 Dated, Durgapur, The 23  / u /2021 

To 	:: The Senior Manager (Mine) 
West Bengal Mineral Development & Trading Corporation Ltd. 

Sub 	:: Forest suitability Report in respect of the land for Compensatory Afforestation at Mouza- 
Jitpur, JL No. 44, PS. Salanpur, District. Paschim Bardhaman. 

Ref 	:: Your No. MDTC/MOK/CA_Lanc1/179 dated 30.09.2021. 

Sir, 
With reference to above, ajoint field visit followed by a detailed survey was conducted at 

Jitpur, TL No.- 44, P.S. Salanpur, District- Paschim Bardhaman by the representatives of Forest 
Depinitinent and your representatives. 

As per that survey, it has been found the following plots are presently lying vacant and 
suitable for taking up Compensatory Afforestation. Plot details alongwith area available are mentioned 
below: 

81: No. Monza JL NO. Plot No. Total area of 
the Plot 

Area available for CA 

I Jitpur 44 279 65.93 Acres 14.08 Acres 
2 Jitpur : 44 . 447 2.$.40. Acres l9.86 Acres 

Division 	ore • t Qfficer 
Durgapur Div sion 

Memo•No,5401-/  / 
	

Date,d,Durgapur, The 23 / It /2021 

Copy forwarded for kind information:to: 

2) The Chairman and Managing Director , W.B.M.D.T.C. Ltd. In reference to his No. MDTC/P114- 
1) The Chief Conservator of Forests, FCA 

,„..,. 
5/144(F)/Pt-1/629 dated 07/09/2021. 

41111 ,. 

Divisioi 	ores Cheer 
Durgapur Di sion 

PAPriyankteland & law \Coumndi Coal MiaillgVitpUr.dOCX 
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