File No.FC-8-04/2021-FC

Government of India
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(Forest Conservation Division)
fkdkdnx
Indira Paryavaran Bhawan,
Jor Bagh Road, Aliganj,
New Delhi - 110003.

Dated: 22"9 November, 2021

To

The Principal Secretary (Forests),
Government of Madhya Pradesh,
Bhopal.

Subject: Proposal for diversion of 382.131 hectares of forest land for Bunder Diamond
Mining Project in favour of M/s Essel Mining & Industries Limited, District
Chhatarpur, State of Madhya Pradesh (Online proposal No. FP/MP/MIN/45288/2020) —
regarding.

Madam/Sir,

I am directed to refer to the Addl. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Land

Management) and Nodal Officer, Government of Madhya Pradesh letter No. F-
1/822/2021/10-11/3497 dated 25.10.2021 on the above cited subject and intimate that the state
govt. has not submitted the complete reply of the issues raised in the Ministry's letter of even
no. dated 18.10.2021 (Copy enclosed).
It is pertinent to mention here that the 382.131 ha area proposed for diversion is within the
971.595 ha area which was earlier considered by the FAC. Though the state govt. has now
submitted a fresh proposal, yet the observations raised by the FAC in case of earlier proposal
are equally applicable as the area is not a new one and has been carved out of the earlier
proposed area of 971.595 ha.

It is therefore requested that the information, as indicated above, may be submitted for further
consideration of the proposal.

Yours sincerely,
Encl: As Above

Sd/-
(Suneet Bhardwaj)
Asst. Inspector General of Forests
Copy to:
1. The PCCF & HoFF, Department of Environment and Forest, Government of Madhya
Pradesh, Bhopal;
2. The Regional Officer, Integrated Regional Office, MoEF&CC, Bhopal;
3. The Nodal Officer, FCA, Department of Environment and Forest, Government of
Madhya Pradesh, Bhopal;
. User Agency;
. Monitoring Cell, FC Division, MoOEF&CC for uploading on PARIVESH portal.
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Signed by Suneet Bhardwaj
Date: 23-11-2021 18:34:03
Reason: Approved



File No.FC-8-04/2021-FC

Government of India
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

(Forest Conservation Division)
Khdddk

Indira Paryavaran Bhawan,
Jor Bagh Road, Aliganj,
New Delhi - 110003.

Dated: 18™ October, 2021
To

The Principal Secretary (Forests),
Government of Madhya Pradesh,
Bhopal.

Subject: Proposal for diversion of 382.131 hectares of forest land for Bunder Diamond
Mining Project in favour of M/s Essel Mining & Industries Limited, District
Chhatarpur, State of Madhya Pradesh (Online proposal No. FP/MP/MIN/45288/2020) —
regarding.

Madam/Sir,

This is with reference to above mentioned subject and I am directed to inform that
the matter has been examined and it has been found that in past a proposal i.e. Diversion of
971.595 ha of forest land for Bunder Diamond Mining Project under the Chhattarpur forest
division in favour of Rio Tinto Exploration India Private Limited, District Chhattarpur,
Madhya Pradesh was dealt in the FC Division of Ministry in File No. 8-22/2015-FC.

Further during examination of File No. 8-22/2015-FC it has been found that as per
recommendation of FAC dated 12.07.2016 (MoM attached) the Ministry vide letter dated
10.08.2016 requested the State Government as under (Copy attached):

i. As per NTCA report, project can potentially disrupt the landscape character vis a vis
tiger dispersal around Panna landscape as such this may be taken only when Ken
Betwa link project is finalized as well as detailed study done to assess other
alternatives.

ii. User agency has submitted the revised proposal which is highly dependent on surface
extraction which would entail greater extent of forest land use leading to permanent
loss of the high quality forest areas.

iii. The project proponent may also explore the possibility of underground.

Now another proposal for diversion of forest land in the given area has been submitted. The
State govt is therefore requested to examine the present proposal in view of the above
observations made by FAC and submit a detailed report with complete
justification/clarification in this regard.
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The State Government is further requested to submit the detail of proposals submitted earlier
in case of Bunder Diamond mining along with their present status for further examination of
this proposal.

Yours sincerely,
Encl: As Above

Sd/-
(Suneet Bhardwaj)
Asst. Inspector General of Forests
Copy to:
1. The PCCF & HoFF, Department of Environment and Forest, Government of Madhya
Pradesh, Bhopal;

2. The Regional Officer, Integrated Regional Office, MoOEF&CC, Bhopal;

3. The Nodal Officer, FCA, Department of Environment and Forest, Government of
Madhya Pradesh, Bhopal;

4. User Agency;
5. Monitoring Cell, FC Division, MoEF&CC for uploading on PARIVESH portal.

Signed by Suneet Bhardwaj
Date: 18-10-2021 10:21:27
Reason: Approved



Covernment of Indiz

Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change

{Forest Conservation Division)

MINUTES OF THE FOREST ADYISORY COMMI'TTEE (FAC) MEETIMN s
HELD ON 12 by 20146

[Mishecth Saxens, Br. ATGFC)]

Apenda 1

F. Mo, §-2131015-FC

Sule Proposal Tor diversion of 971545 hectares of forest land for Bunder DMamond
Mining Projeet under the Chhatarpur forest Division in favour of M Rig Tinto
Exploration Tndia Private Limited, in Chhatarpur District in the State of Madhya
Pradesh.

FAC plier examination of the proposal and discussion with tho wser apeney abscrved a5 under:-

1. The Government of Madhya Pradesh vide therr letier No, F-37382005/10-1171931 Bhapal
dated | 1082013 had submitted the propasal for diversion of 971.393 ha of protecied Tomest
land wl Bunder Tor Diamond Mining Peojeet of Bio Tine Exploration Pl Tid lor seeking
arior gpprival of the Cenmral Goveaunent in aceordance with Section -2 of the Forest

(Cnmservalion ] Act, 980,

This proposal was cxamined by the Foreat Advisory Commitles in i meeling conyvened on
24tk Decamber. 20015, Aftor cxamination of the said proposal and recommendetion of the
Furest Advisory Committee thorson in the Minisiry, the State Government of Madhya
Pradesh, FSL and NTCA were regquested to submit the intormation/documents as saught by

the FAC.
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4. The above propusel along with raport of the committce was aeain discussed in the Forest

.

4.

Advisery Commities (TAC) in its meeting held 16th March, 2016, Afler examining the

proposal FAL inter-alia mads following vhservations:

Az per its recommendations in the meeting held on Z4th hovember, 2015, WTCA has
alrcacy constituted a Committes to examine the issues wirh respact 1o Uzer project. Matter

may be consiversd on receipr of the report from the NTCA,

- Decumants submitted alopg with complionee of Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional

Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forests Rights) Act 2006 revensls that resolutions of
Triyamar, Jara and Shehpura Gram Sashas are not in legible form, Morsower the Shefputa
Grivusabha has resolved apainst the proposal and in their resolution it is recorded thar
Gram Sabha 15 nol willing @0 prowvide their Jand to the comzpany and has aceonfingly no
cimsenicd by the proposal. State Governmert may examing these issues and =ubmil the
complance of Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers { Recognition of
lFarcsats Rights) Act 2006 complete in all respect to this ministey,

The representative of Mis Rio Tinte Exploration [edia Private Limited (RTEIPL)
‘nfirmed that they are in the process of submilting a reviscd proposal. The same will be

censicered en receipt of complete propesal from the State Govarnmenl.

The reconunemdations of FAC as contaiced in Pars (3y abowve were communicated to the

Swte Government vide this Minisiry™s letier of even number dared 1205 April, 2016,

The modal Officer (FOAY Stete Government of Madhya Pradesh vide letler W F-

LTREZRISA0-1171 088 dated 25.05.2016  has now submilted a revised proposal to MoFC&CC

for diversion of 76,43 ha of lorest Jand for Bueder THomond Mining Project ueder the

Chhutarpur forest Division in favour of Mis Rio Tinto Fxploration ledia Private Limited, is

Chhatarpur District i the State of Madhya 'radesh with the fallowing details:

| Prior approval of the Central Governmenl i aceordance 05400 11a
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with Section-2{ii) of the Forest {Conservation) Aet, 1980




T [Her assignment ol lorcs: land (leasc anca)
Prier approval of the Centeal Government I accordance 7043 e
wilh Section-20000 of the Forest [Conservation] Act, 1980
loor diseesesion ol Forest Tand
C [ a From within mlinimgr |oase arca — 7148
| 8. Ko, - Perlicular
1. Arca o be cxcavared pit 13.28 ¢
2. Procossing plﬂ_ﬁ_[" - R R
i Mineral stoenze (stock pile’ 1.5
4., | PISF 519
5 Waste Dump 8.3
. Top soil Dump T 46
e [Jam und reservoir 4.95 |
8 ! Ore Sluck Plle .82
q, Site Office ! 0.3
1, Clanteen porking B 147
15, Maintzining Workshop 4 8
8 Fuel Storaze ]
|
1A Tnternal Read Pipeline 19,04
" Cirand Total S | 148
Balance arca (!{de,ﬂﬁ-?],#&:ﬂﬂlj!} Ra 1o be apphied by wser agency under
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|| section 2011} in phase allerwards)

Vor approach read | 4.95 ha

Lotai of if (240 (b} 76,43 ha

Total proposed area G5%.930 ha

e

The area meorparated in the revised proposat is pare of the area 97F.595 ha proposed in the
eriginal proposal. The types ol forests, species and site quality, density in the propossd area
el forest Jand is the same as given in original proposal. The proposed asea contains trees of
teuk & rixed soecics and type PV-B Site Quality forest arca, The dersity of the Terest lund

76.42 ka as proposed for diversion under Seetion-2{ii) of 10 Act, 1989 Is upto 0.5 ia 0.6,

6 The State Government of Madhya Pradesh, Forest Department  has approved the revised
propesal for diversion of 76,43 heclares of fores: land for Bunder Diamand Mising Praject
uncer the Chhatarpur forsst Dhivision in faveur ol M Rio Tine Exploration India Private

Limited, in Chhatarpur Disteict subjeet to conditions as given below:

(i) The counting of trees baz been dune on the Random Sampling Method in the  proposed
land of' 76.43 ha to be diverted under Section 2(if) of The Forest {Comsarvation} Act,
1980, Therefore, receunting of Trees should be done immediately after the in-principle
anproval is granted and the user ageney shall undertake w provide the balanes amounl

ol Deforestation calculated accordingly,

(i) The User Agency should adherz w work in accordance to the Modified Wildlifie

Conservation Man as approved by Chicf Wildlife Warden of the Sate

(iii} The letter dated 29042016 written by Collector (Tribal Welfare Department) o e
User Agency in the revised proposal s accredied in comtext of fulfillmest of the
termsiconditions raised by the native villagers vide centificate dated 31 10.2012 insued
by Callector (Tribal Weltare Department), Chartacpur. The user apeney should provide

and undertaking for the same.
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7. The user agency has prepared 2 Wild Lile Conservatiom Plan [or the area 71,595 ha and
subinitted w the Chiel Wildlife Warden of the Sate of approval.  The Chiel Wildlife

Warden has supgesied modilication in this plan hefore granting ks approval, The revised

plan was submitted te the Chief Wildlife Warden and approved wvide fis letier dutiod
1022016,

8 A Committee was conatiluled by NTCA to examing the issues pettaining to tiper projecr Lo

mropisicd area falls in the Tiger Comdor hetween Panna Tiger Reoscrve and Nauradehi

wildlife Sanctuary and scotion 38 () of the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, The report af

tha

commites kas pow boen recelved. The :ecammendations of this commilies wre

produced below;
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Thiz project cannot be viewed in solalion bul in centext with Ken-Betwa Project
whesein, the MNTCA committez (20013) had recommended  trade ol options which
included

(1] Aringing the entire ares under ome conservation lendscape and

(i) satellite habiiats and dispersal route,

Further, che project scems ta have been submitted on a piccemeal basis (76,43 ha, oul ol
971593 ha), and has the potential to disrupt vital connecting links in the landscape
which is not in spirit of the eccommendarion of chis Authority as cutlized at 8. Mo, (@)
abave,

The appreizal team hes not fownd it prodent 1o assess allernatives as solicited theough the
fei as information available cumently is restricted and a detailsd exercise needs w be

cattled oul indeperdenrly,

Mosgt impoartant.y, kecping in vicw the long lenm perspeetive, the leam leader considers
iLoerilical w esteblish lunctional connectivity with othee sources populatiens Like
Bandnavearh Tiper Resceve and potential sourccs like Wanradehi Wildlifo Sanciuary.

In the whsence of the shove measures, the said project can potentiolly disropt the
landycape character vis-a-vis Gger dispersal around Panna landscape, as such this may
e taken anly when Ken Betea [ink Project i lnalized as out lined af 5. Mo, {a) ahove,

a5 well detadled study done as recommended abowve,
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Shorrcomings in respect of documents submilled along with compliarce o Scheduled
‘Itibezs and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forests Rights) Act 2006
wars communicated fo State CGowvi vide this Mimisiry™s leter ol even nomber deied
[2.04.20016, which revealed that “resolutions of Trivamer, Joca and Shehpaca Gram
Sabhas are nol in legible lorm. Moreover tie ShehpuraGrnmsabhe has reselved agains
the aroposal and in their resolotion it @ recorded thal Grame Sabha s nol walling o
seovide their land o the company and hes accordingly net consenled to the proposal ™,
The Stale Covermment has  submitted  compliance of Scheduled Lribes and Others
Truditional Forzst |dwellevs (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act 2006 and available in

e ol revised proposal.

The Site [nspection ol the revised propnscd arca of 7643 ha ferest land has been carried
vut by Torest Range CHficor and Sub Divisional Officer {Forest), Buxwaha, The absract
ol Chirthy Wise Teak and Mise, Specics Troes snd average number of |rees enumerated in
Compl o, 279280 284,785 (76.430 He.} propesed for diversion. 1t is repotted i SIR
that seme rane ond endangered species of wild animals (Chavsinga, Leopard., Cheeral,
Chinkara, Peacock, ete.} are found in the area proposed in the revised propesal. Also, i

15 indicaled twal area 3 used by the Tigery as their migeatory corridor,

ihe Joint Site inspection of the arca proposed lor diversion in the revised proposal was
carvied on 01052016 by Divisional Ferest Officer (523 Chhatarpur and Chiel
Conservator of Forests (F.O0. The revised propoesal for diversion of 76,43 He of forest
land is being recommendad by Divisional Forest Oificer (873, Chhaterpur and Chief
Conssrvator of Forgsts (RO on the conditions of recemmendation ol Origina! propusal

for diversion of 971,395 ha of farest land.

FAL after detailed discussion on the proposs] observed hat -

1. s per NTCA reporl —-project can polentially disrupt the landscape chargcier vis & vis
tiger dispersal around Panna landscape s such this may he aken only when Ken
Betwilink project iz finalized as well s delailed stwedy done (o asscss other

altcrnatives
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2. User agency hes submutted the revised propesal which is highly dependent on
surface extraction which would entail geeower extent of forest land wse l=ading o

perranent lass of the high qualicy forest arens

3. The project proponent may glso explore the possibilisy of undergraund miring.
EEFEAE
Canfsrnd ﬂ]-t;.u.,.rl, ] Cofarec Howt oz b thaomt -
D Mohammad Firpr Ahred) {Rarmezh K. Dave) {Chaitram Deochand Pawer)
Member Member Member
L'\'.' -
- akask . g Comtie S0 T
(Thr, Chintamani Pandey) (1K sinha) =TI, Anil Kumar)
Addizional Commissioner [GF{FC) & Member Addl, Direstor General of Forests
fMEMY, Momber seorctary (FC)
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(Dr. S5 Negiy # = o, ©
' '
Dircetor General of Ferests and Special Scovctaiy & Chairman
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F. No. 8-22/2015-FC
Government of India
Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change

(Forest Conservation Division)
ok ko

Indira Paryavaran Bhawan,
Jor Bagh Road, Aliganj,
New Delhi — 1100 03.

Dated: 10™ August, 2016
To,
The Principal Secretary (Forests),
Department of Forests & Environment,
Government of Madhya Pradesh,
Bhopal (M.P.)

Sub.: Revised proposal for diversion of 76.43 ha of forest land for seeking prior approval
under Section-2(ii) of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 and 954.00 Ha for
assignment of forest land (lease area) under Section-2(iii) of the Forest (Conservation)
Act, 1980 for Bunder Diamond mining Project under the Chhatarpur forest Division
in favour of M/s Rio Tinto Exploration India private Limited, in Chhatarpur District
in the State of Madhya Pradesh.

Sir,

I am directed to refer to the Addl. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, (Land
Management) and Nodal Officer, the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, Government of Madhya
Pradesh’s letter No. F-1/738/2015/10-11/1088 dated 25.05.2016 on the above mentioned subject
seeking prior approval of the Central Government, in accordance with Section -2 of the Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980, Revised proposal for diversion of 76.43 ha of forest land for seeking
prior approval under Section-2(ii) of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 and 954.00 Ha for
assignment of forest land (lease area) under Section-2(iii) of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980
for Bunder Diamond mining Project under the Chhatarpur forest Division in favour of M/s Rio
Tinto Exploration India private Limited, in Chhatarpur District in the State of Madhya Pradesh.

2. The above subject proposal was placed before the Forest Advisory Committee in its
meeting convened on 12.07.2016.The detailed minutes of the FAC meeting held on 12.07.2016 is
placed on the website of this Ministry: www.forestclearance.nic.in. After examination of the said
proposal the Forest Advisory Committee inter alia recommended that:-

1. As per NTCA report, project can potentially disrupt the landscape character vis a
vis tiger dispersal around Panna landscape as such this may be taken only when
Ken Betwa link project is finalized as well as detailed study done to assess other
alternatives .




2. User agency has submitted the revised proposal which is highly dependent on
surface extraction which would entail greater extent of forest land use leading to
permanent loss of the high quality forest areas.

3. The project proponent may also explore the possibility of underground.
Accordingly, I am directed to say that the State Government of Madhya Pradesh may

take necessary action on the recommendation of FAC.
Yourg faithfully,

Sr. Assistant Inspector Generdl of Forests
Copy to:-
1. The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Government of Madhya Pradesh, Bhopal.
7. The Nodal Officer, Forest Department, Government of Madhya Pradesh, Bhopal.
3 The Addl. PCCF (Central), Regional Office, (Western Zone) Bhopal.
4. The ADG, National Tiger Conservation of Authority, Paryavarn Bhawan, CGO

Complex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi — 110003.

o @

User Agency. /
Monitoring Cell, FC Division, MoEF, New Delhi.
7. Guard File.

(Nisheeth Saxena)
Sr. Assistant Inspector General of Forests



