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G
overnm

ent 
of lndia 

M
inistry 

of 

Environm
ent, 

Forest 

and 

Clim
ate 

C
hange 

(Forest 
C

onservation 
Division) 

Indira 
Paryavaran 
Bhaw

an, 

Jor 

Bag 

Road, 

Aliganj, 

New 

Delhi 
- 110003 

D
ated: 

A
s 

per 

E-sign 

To, 
The 

R
anchi. Subject: 

Proposal 

for 

seeking 

prior 

approval 
of the 

Central 

G
overnm

ent 

under 

Section 

2(1) 
(ii) 
of 
the 

Van 

(Sanrakshan 

Evam
 

Sam
vardhan) 

A
dhiniyam

, 

1980 

for 

diversion 
of 

515.32 

ha 
of forest 

land 

for 

B
anhardi 

Coal 

M
ining 

M
adam

/Sir, 
I am

 

directed 
to

 

refer 
to

 

the 

G
overnm

ent 
of 

Jharkhand's 

letter 

No. 

V
an Bhum

i-

29/2024-3474/V
.P. 

dated 

30.08.2024 

on 

the 

above 

subject 

seeking 

prior approval 
of the 

Central 

G
overnm

ent 

under 

Section 
2 (1) 
(ü) 
of the 

Van 

(Sanrakshan 

Evam
 

0. There 

are 

discrepancies 
in 

the 

land 

use 

pattern 

given 
in 

online 

Part-l 

and those 

given 
in approved 

m
ining 

plan. 

Given 

land 

use 

pattern 
is 

not 

as 

C
om

m
ensurate 

with 

the 

approved 

m
ining 

plan. 

T
he 

State 

shall 

ensure 

that the 

proposed 

landuse 
is com

m
ensurate 

with 

the 

m
ining 

plan. 
A

 

com
parative 

¡nalysis 
of the 

landuse 

proposed 

vis-a-vis 

that 
in 

the 

m
ining 

plan 

shall 
be iccordingly 

subm
itted. 

23S0 
/The 

user 

agency 
in 

their 

justification 

reported 

that 

the 

m
ining 

plan 

has 

been 

approved 
for " 

iii. 

As 

per 

the 

com
ponent 

w
ise 

break-up 

m
entioned 

in
 

the 

online 

Part-l 
of the proposal, 

out 
of 

515.32 

ha 

forest 

land 

requirem
ent, 

352.10 

h
a
 

forest 

lan
d

 
is 

required 

for 

T
em

porary 

O
B 

D
um

p 
&

 

G
arland 

drain 

&
3.1 

ha 

forest 

land 
is 
for Infrastructure, 

Settling 

Pond 
&

 

Stack 

Y
ard 

which 
is 
a N

on-site 

specific 

Principal 
Secretary 
(Forests), 

G
overnm

ent 
of Jharkhand, 

Project 
in 

favour 
of M/s. 

Patratu 

Vidyut 

U
tpadan 

Nigam
 

Lim
ited 

in 

Latehar 

D
istrict 

in 
Jharkhand 

(O
nline 

No. 
FPIJH

/M
IN

I147316/2021)-regarding. 

Sam
vardhan) 

A
dhiniyam

, 

1980 

and 
to 

say 

that 

after 

exam
ination 

of said proposal 
the 

follow
ing 

inform
ation 

is required 
to 
be 

subm
itted 

by 
the 

state: 

1467.42 

h
a 

land 

w
hereas 

the 

land 

use 

details 

has 

been furnished 
by 

th
e 

user 

agency 

for 

an 

area 
of 1026.08 

ha 

only. 

The 

factual 

details 
in

 

this 

regard 

needs 

subm
ission. 

. 
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activity. 

The 

justification 
for 

using 

such 

huge 

area 
for 

N
on-site 

specific 

activities 

and 

reason 

behind 
not 

proposing/ 

shifting 

them
 

on 
the 

Non-iorest 

land 

needs 

subm
ission. 

The 

state 

shall 

explore 
to 

shift 
the 

non-site 

specific 

activities 
on 

non-forest 

land. iv. 

As 

Schedule-l 

species 

have 

been 

reported 
in 

the 

area 

and 

D
FO

 

also m
entioned 

the 

fragm
entation 

of wildlife 

habitat, 

com
m

ents 
of PC

C
F 

(W
ildlife) 

and 

CW
LW

 

Jharkhand 
on 

the 

likely 

im
pact 

of the 

V. It has 

been 

reported 

that 

the 

m
ining 

operations 

could 

severely 

com
prom

ise 

th
e 

w
ater 

resources 

and 

potentially 

lead 
to 
a w

ater 

crisis 
in 

th
e 

future 

and underm
ine 

the 

functional 

capacity 
of stream

s 

and 

cause 

irrevocable 

dam
age 

to
 

the 

riverine 

ecosystem
. 

T
herefore, 

a com
prehensive 

C
atchm

ent 

A
rea 

Treatm
ent 

CAT 

Plan 
is 

essential 
to 

m
itigate 

the 

adverse 

im
pacts 

of proposed 

m
ining. 

vi. 

As 

reported, 

there 

are 

963 

fam
ilies 

are 

displaced 

due 
to 

this 

project. 

vii. 

In 

online 

Part-lI, 
it h

as 

been 

reported 

that 

the 

proposed 

forest 

land 
is 

prone 
to 

erosion. 

T
herefore, 

m
itigation 

m
easures 

in 

this 

regard 

needs 

subm
ission. 

viii. 

Since 

th
e 

area 

has 

elephant 

m
ovem

ent, 

therefore 

the 

cases 
of 

th
e 

H
um

an 

Elephant 

conflicts 
in 

the 

district 

needs 
to 
be 

looked 

into, 

for 

which 

deaths 
of 

hum
an 

and 

elephants 
in last 

five 

years 
to 
be 

provided. 

L
oss 

of property 

and crop 

dam
age 

and 

com
pensation 

given 

and 

pending 

should 

also 
be 

provided. 

ix. 

The 

user 

agency 
in 

their 

justification 

reported 

that 
in the 

initial 

phase, 

727.24* 

Ha 

shall 
be 

utilized 
for 

M
ining, 

12.24 

Ha 

shall 
be 

for 

top 

soil 

preservation, 

7.85 

Ha 

for 

safety 

zone. 

10.21 

Ha 
for 

haulage 

road 
in 

m
ining, 

5.58 

Ha 
for road 

diversion, 

35.7 

Ha 
for 

M
ine 

end 

infra, 

7.58 

Ha 

for 

garland 

drain 

and 219.68 
shall 
be 

undisturbed 

considering 
the 

presence 
of coal 
in 

U
nderground 

mining 

m
ethod. 

The 

balance 

coal 

bearing 

area 
of 440 
Ha 

shall 
be 

utilised 
for extraction 

of coal 
in 
the 

project 
on 
the 

m
ovem

ent 
of 

wildlife 
in 

general 

and 

elephant 
in 

particular 

needs 
to 
be 

furnished 
by 

the State. 

Further, 

com
m

ents 

may 

also 
be 

furnished 

on 

the 

adequacy 
of 

m
itigation 

m
easures 

like 

Site 

Specific 

W
ildlife 

M
anagem

ent 

Plan 

or 

Com
prehensive 

Integrated 
W

ildlife 

M
anagem

ent 

proposed 
for 

the 

area. 

T
herefore, 

State 

G
overnm

ent 

shall 

subm
it 

the 

status 
of 

th
e 

R&
R 

Plan 
in 

this regard. 

second 

phase 
as 

per 

th
e 

condition 
m

entioned 
in 

the approved 
mining 
plan, 

presently 
earm

arked 
for 

tem
porary 

OB 

dum
p, 

which shall 
be 

re-handled 

before 

com
m

encem
ent 

of m
ining 

in 

this 

area. 

H
ow

ever, 

the 

m
ineable 

reserve 
in

 

the 

440 
ha 

land 

has 

not 

been 

given, 

Further, 

the status 
of land 

(forest 
&

 

N
on-forest 

land) 

involved 
in 

the 

first 

phase 
of 

mining 

com
prising 

727.24 
ha 

land 

needs 

subm
ission 

along 

with 

supporting 

m
aps, km

l 
etc. 
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X. It m
ay 

be 

clarified 

w
hether 

the 

219.68 

ha 

land 

which 

h
as 

been 

proposed 
to be 

kept 
as undisturbed 

area 
will 
be 

utilized 
for 

mining 
or otherw

ise. 

xi. 
It has 

been 

reported 

that 

the 

m
ineable 

reserve 
of the 

B
anhardih 

Coal 

M
ine (1467.42 

ha) 
is 270.81 

M
illion 

Tons 

out 
of which 

the 

extraction 
of 250.50 

M
illion 

Tonnes 
of Coal 
is envisaged 

from
 

the 

quarriable 

area 
of 727.24 
ha 
for 30 

years 
of m

ining 

period. 

H
ence, 

reason 

behind 

keeping 
the 

balance 

740.18 

ha 

area 
of land 
in the 

project/ 

lease 

needs 

clarification. 

Further, 
the 

proposed 

land 

use 

details 

along 

with 

legal 

status 
of land 

involved 
in 
the 

727.24 
ha 
&

 

740.18 
h

a 

area 

needs 

subm
ission. 

xii. 

The 

user 

agency 
in 

online 

Part-I 

reported 

the 

m
ethod 

of m
ining 

as 

O
pencast 

w
hereas 

in 

their 

justification 

reported 

219.68 

ha 

area 

shall 
be 

used 

for underground 

mining. 

Therefore, 
the 

method 
of mining 
in 

the 

project 

needs 

clarification 

and 
if the 

m
ethod 

of m
ining 

is 

underground 
in 

that 

case, approved 

copy 
of 

3-D 

xiv. 
A

 

m
ap 

along 

with 

KML 

file's 

show
ing 

the 

com
ponent.w

ise/ 

purpose 

wise utilization 
of the 

proposed 

forest 

land, 

including 
the 

XV. 

The 

proposed 

area 
is a part 
of the 

catchm
ent 

area 
of N

aw
atoli 

nala 

and 

other rivulets(tributary 
of A

uranga 

River). 

Further, 
it has 

been 

m
entioned 

by 

the D
FO

 

that 

with 

the 

advent 
of open 

cast 

m
ining 

operation 
in

 

th
e 

area, 

m
any stream

s 

arising 

from
 

the 

adjoining 

hills 

and 

forests 

will 
be 

com
prom

ised 
in 

entirety 

and 

entire 

fragile 

ecosystem
 

can 

get 

adversely 

affected 
by 

water 

xvi. 

As 

per 

D
SS 

analysis, 

the 

proposed 

forest 

land 
is 

having 

presence 
of tanks/ 

reservoir 

and 

seasonal 

nallah. 

Therefore, 
the 

State 

shall 

subm
it 

the 

detail 
of 

mitigation 

m
easures 

in 
this 

regard 

along 

with 
the 

N
oCiperm

ission 

from 
the C

oncerned 
departm

ent. 

xvii. 
As 

per 

D
SS 

analysis 

Shape 

file/ 

KM
L 

file 
of Forest 

land 

proposed 

for diversion 
is found 

503.568 

Ha 

(softw
are 

calculated) 

instead 
of 515.32 
ha 
as 

xvii. 

The 

satellite 

im
agery 

show
s 

the 

presence 
of A

griculture 

land, 

Settlem
ents, 

C
onstruction 

of new
 

R
oad, 

plantation 

w
ork 

and 

num
erous 

earthen 
dam

/ ponds 

w
ithin 

the 

forest 

land 

proposed 
for 

diversion. 

This 

needs 

clarification. 

xix. 

As 

per 

the 

D
SS 

analysis, 

m
ost 

of the 

proposed 

CA 

patches 

are 

affected 

with 

subsidence 
prediction 

plan/report 
needs 

subm
ission. 

xi. 

The 

copy 
of approved 

muck 

disposal 

plan 

shall 
be 

subm
itted. 

com
ponents 

proposed 
to 

be 

undertaken 
on 

the 

N
on-forest 

land 

shall 
be 

uploaded 
on 

PA
RIV

ESH
. 

crisis 
a few

 

years 

down 

the 

line. 
A

 

detailed 

justification: 
by 

the 

State 
for 
the instant 

proposal 
in

 

view
 

of 

above 

needs 

subm
ission. 

per 

the 

online 

proposal. 

T
herefore, 

correct 

KM
L 

file 
of the 

prop0sed 

forest 

land 

shall 
be 

uploaded/ 

updated. 

th
e 

encroachm
ent 

of 

A
griculture 

land 

and 

having 

dense 

forest 

cover 

and seasonal 
nallah 
passing 

through 

them
 

and 
in 

som
e 

of the 
proposed 
CA 
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patches 

plantation 

work 

has 

already 

been 

carried 

out. 

Therefore, 
the 
State 

XX. 
As 

per 

the 

D
SS 

analysis, 

out 
of 1095.056 
ha 

forest 

land 

proposed 

for 

CA, 222 
ha 
of land 
is characterized 

with 

M
oderately 

D
ense 

Forest. 

Therefore 
the suitable 

areas 

having 

appropriate 

density 

are 

required 

for 

raising 

the com
pensatory 

A
fforestation.The 

updated 

KM
L 

file 
of CA 

area 

with 

maps 

and schem
e 

shall 
be 

uploaded 
on 

PARIVESH. 

XXi. 

The 

land 

use 

details 
at 

th
e 

end 
of m

ine 

life 
as 

per 

th
e 

approved 

m
ining 

shall 

be 
subm

itted/ 
uploaded. 

Xxii. 
It has 

been 

reported 
in 

online 

Part-ll 

that 

m
ajor 

part 
of the 

area 

propO
sed 

for diversion 

lies 
in 

Rehabilitation 

cum
 

Plantation 

W
orking 

Circle. 

Therefore, 
the details 

of work/ 

activities 

carried 
out 
by 
the 

State 

Forest 

D
epartm

ent 
in 

the proposed 
forest 
land 

xxii. 

Four 

m
ega 

coal 

projects 

(U
pcom

ing 

mines 
at Chakla-12 
km 
&

 

Rajbar-0.5 

km
; and 

operational 

m
ines 

at Sikni-0.2 

km
 

&
 

Tubed-5.5 

km
) 

are 

very 

close 
to

 
this proposed 

mining 

site. 

Therefore, 
it is very 

im
portant 

to
 

consider 
the 

com
plete 

landscape 

and 

cum
ulative 

im
pact 

of these 

mining 

operations 
at every 

step 
of decision 

m
aking 

and 

planning. 

The 

State 

shall 

exam
ine 

the 

m
atter 

and 

give its 

considered 

view
 

and 

justification 
on 

the 

sam
e. 

A
 

m
ap 

indicating 

above 

m
entioned 

m
ines 

with 

their 

relative 

distances 

shall 

also 
be 

subm
itted. 

XXiv. 

PUVNL 

has 

inform
ed 

that 

the 

forest 

land 
of 352.1 
Ha 

w
hich 

is 
to 
be 

used 
for tem

porary 

OB 

dum
p 

&
 

garland 

drain 

area 
will 
be 

further 

used 
for 

mining 
in 

future 

once 

the 

OB 

dum
p 

will 

be 

used 
in 

filling 
up 

the 

m
ined-out 

area. Detailed 

survey 

and 

exploration 
for 

1049.00 
ha 

out 
of 1467.42 
ha 

area 
of 

m
ining 

lease 

area 
is 

already 

com
pleted 

and 

further 

detailed 

exploration 
of 

rem
aining XXV. 

It h
as 

been 

reported 

that 

the 

forest 

area 
of proposed 

m
ining 

site 
is 

very 

rich 
in term

s 
of floral 

and 

faunal 

biodiversity 

with 
an 

ecologically 

significant 

gene pool. 

Therefore, 
a sincere 

effort 
is 

needed 
to

 

preserve 

the 

germ
plasm

 
of the area 

by 

conducting 
a thorough 

biodiversity 

and 

ethno 

botanical 

study. 

The state 

shall 

subm
it 

its 

com
m

ents 
on 

the 

sam
e 

along 

with 

the 

status 
of 

any Such 

study 

being 

conducted. 

XXvi. 

The 

D
FO

 

L
atehar 

has 

recom
m

ended 

the 

proposal 

subject 
to 

certain 

specific 

C
onditions. 

The 

point-w
ise 

com
m

ents 
of th

e 

State 

and 

th
e 

User 

agency 
in

 

this regard 
shall 

Govt. 
shall 

propose 

th
e 

CA 

sites 

which 

are 

suitable 
for 

plantation 

and 

are 

free from
 

ali 

sorts 
of encroachm

ent 

and 

encum
brances. 

needs 

subm
ission 

and 
an 

undertaking 

from
 

the 

user agency 
to

 

bear 

such 

cost 

may 

also 
be 

subm
itted. 

418.42 
ha 

area 
is 

ongoing. 

H
ow

ever, 
it is 

not 

clear 
as 
to 

how
 

m
uch 

forest 

land 
is 

involved 
in the 

418.72 
ha 

area 

where 

survey 

and 

exploration 
is 

yet 
to 
be 

done: 

be 
subm

itted. 



/2024 FC 

XXvii. Keeping in view the para 7.8(i) of the comprehensive guidelines the State 
shall justify the necessity of opening new mining lease. All the details as per 
para 7.8 shall be submitted. 

Xxvii. The elephant movement has been reported in the proposed area, therefore 

the State Govt. shall inform whether the proposed area falls in any Elephant 
Corridor or Elephant Reserve. 

Xxix. The State Govt. shall inform whether there is any encroachment on proposed 
area (orest land) or any plantation done in past over the proposed forest 
land for diversion. 

XXX. Given the density of 0.55 of the proposed forest area of 515.32 ha, number of 
project affected trees reported as 114229 which seems to have been 
estimated to be on lower side. The State Govt. shall examine and recheck the 

number of trees getting affected and also intimate the method adopted for 
assessment of trees. 

XXxi. Mode of mineral/ coal transportation route and how the requirement of 
electricity and water will be met has not been given in the proposal. The state 

shall therefore submit the detaled mineral evacuation plan along with the 
details as to how the requirement of electricity and water would be met. The 
detail of additional forest land required for the purpose (if any) shall also be 
submitted. 

XXxi. The State Govt. shall provide the details of the User Agency being a 
CPSUIJV and justify the claim made by the User Agency for relaxation in 

raising the Compensatory Afforestation over Degraded Forest Land. 
XXxii. The State Govt. shall inform whether the coal block is captive for the PSU or 

otherwise. 

XXX0V. The estimation of cost and benefit components has not been done properly 
as per prescribed format and all the parameters of cost have not been 
estimated. The cost benefit analysis needs to be done and submitted as per 
the format prescribed. Also the CB Analysis and justification with respect to 
productivty and methodology of mining (undergrOund and then open cast) 
shall be submitted. 

XXXV. CA areas have been identified on DFL, however they are not free from 
encumbrances and old plantations have been done on them, this needs 

clarity especially if any plantation is done under CAMPA. The details shall be 
submitted by the State in this regard. 

XXXvi. The CF, Daltonganj recommended the proposal with a condition that Fifty 
percent 50% of the total Corporate Social Responsibility CSR fund specitic to 
this project should be allocated for the development of wildlite and its 
habitat. The justification for seeking additional allocation of CSR fund for 

|8))8, 7024 
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development of wildlife and its habitat by the State from the user agency 
needs clarification keeping in view of the fact that the State Govt. has 
recommended the proposal subject to the fulfillment of the Wildlife 
Management Plan. 

(XXvii. The site is important so far as ecological considerations are, specially 
wildlife/biodiversity and water security. Therefore NoC for diversion of water 
stream (if involved) shall be submitted. 

Accordingly, it is requested to furnish the above mentioned information to this 
Ministry for further consideration of the proposal. 

Signed by 
Suneet Bhardwaj 
Date: 30-09-2024 14:29:30 

Copy to: 

Yours sincerely, 

Sd/ 
(Suneet Bhardwaj) 

Assistant Inspector General of Forests 

1. The PCCF (HoFF), Department of Forest, Government of Jharkhand, Ranchi; 
2. The Dy. DGF (Central), Regional Office, MoEF&CC, Ranchi; 

EANUIWitisn\Banhardih Coal Block, S15.32 Ms. PVUNL\Banhardih letter S15 32 ha doc 

3. The Nodal Officer, Department of Forest, Government of Jharkhand, Ranchi; 
4. User Agency; 

5. Monitoring Cell, FC Division, MoEF & CC, New Delhi for uploading on 
PARIVESH portal. 
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Office 
of Conservator 
of Forests, YHIN 
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06562-224953 

M
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No-8987790232 
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M
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