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GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

FOREST, ENVIRONMENT & CLIMATE CHANGE DEPARTMENT

Memo No. g.aq 85 trGUU, Date 03

FE-D lV- FL D-0088-2 023t10F -(Consl-64t2023

Copy of covernment of lndia, N4oEF&CC (FC Division), New Dethi Letter No.O_
143i '1989-FC (Vol), dtd.30.10.2023 on the matter of proposal for seeking prior approval of
the Central government under Section-2 (ii) of the Forest (Conservation) Act, .1980 in
favour of Mahanadi Coal Field Limited, for non-forestry use of 193.845 Ha of forest land
within Mining Lease area over 1265.00 Ha of Balaram Open Cast Expansion (15 Mry)
Coal Block of l\4CL under Angul Forest Division of Angul District of Odisha forwarded to
the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests & HoFF, Odisha for kind information and
necessary action.

He is requested to submit the required information as sought for by Govt. of lndia,
MoEF&CC, New Delhi in the aforesaid letter direcfly to the Minjstry under intimation to this
Department. *rq"y**

OSD-cum-Special Secretary to Government

rr,remo ro. & 5.9 &6 rFE&cc, Date tr? / /l / & 3

Copy foMarded to the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife) & Chief
Wildlife Warden, Odishai Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (FD&NO, FC Act), O/o the
PCCF & HoFF, Odisha for information and necessary action. k1,1*1_U

OSD-cum-Special Secretary to Government

Memo No. &?9&-7 tFE&CC, Date

Copy forwarded to the Regional Chief Conservator of Forest, Angul Circle/
Divisional Forest offlcer, Angur Forest Division/ Divisionar Forest officer, Dhenkanar
Forest Division for information and necessary action. ,l ,aP4A.4\1it

OSD-cum-Special Secretary to Government

Memo No ?1*s /FE&CC, Date

Copy forwarded to the Steel & Mines Departmenv Director, Environment_cum_
Special Secretary to Government, FE&CC Departmenu Member Secretary, SPCB,
Odisha/ Collector, Angul/ Collector, Dhenkanalfor information and necessarv actton.

d41,l.-"3
OSD-cum-Special Secretary to'GoVernment
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t',temo to. 319891 E&CC, Date

Copy foMarded to the General Manager, MCL' Hingula Area, AuPo-Oanara

Talcher, Dist.-Angul, Odisha, Pin-759148 ior information and necepsary.action'
b"t^1.-*+

OsD-cum-Special Secletary to Government
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Government of lndia
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

(Forest Conservalion Division)

3 L_, .,-, lndira Paryavaran Bhawan
Jor Bagh Road Atiganj

New Delhi-1 10003
Dated: October,2023

J9

To
Additional Chief Secretary (Forests),
Government of Odisha,
Bhubaneswar.

Sub: Proposal for seeking prior approval ol the Central Government under
Sectioi 2 (ii) of the Foresr (Consertation) Act, 1980 in tavoui oi tuananaOi
Coal Fietd Limited, tor non-forestry use 6t tg3.Ae5 ha of foresi iand within
Mining Lease area over I265.00 ha of Balaram Open Cast expansion 1tS titty;
Coal Block of MCL under Forest Division and Dlstrict angui ot OJisfra State
(Online Proposal No. FP/OR/M|N/ 59166t2020)

Sir,
I am directed to refer to the Government of Odisha's letter no, Ietter No. FE_DIV-

FLD-0088-2023-20708/E&CC dated 30.09.202A on ttre above_mentioned subjectproposal, seeking prior approval of the Central Government under Section-2 of theForest (Conservation) Act, 1980. After the examination ot ttre jroposai totfo*ing
information is required to be submitted for further necessary u"ti6n ii tf.,u ratt"r,

, In?^r:::jn"i.r, has not provided the detaits of the past approved proposat
rn the t-orm-A Part-l under column B (.1) online.

ij. KN.4L file ott[B earljer diverted area i,e. 85.20.1 ha and CA land Drovided in
respect of the previous approval,

iii. Status of the CA carried out in respect of the previous approval atong with
survival%, expenditure incurred and copy of the notification ot in" ariO f"nO
T goJ99!ed forest as per the condjtion no. (ii) of approvat lefier dated
28.09.1990.

iv. As pei the provisions of the FCA comprehensive guideline Chapter 7 underPara 7.8 (i) (d) "Any proposat for diveision ot foreJt toi ,ininjiiroruing 
"ryforest land in respect of which djversion has been approv"eO eartier witt

rnvariably be. submitted along with the present status oi'compliaice or tneconotrrons ol a prevrous FCs duly certified by the concerned Regional
Officer of the MoEF&CC". But. in__'instant case Aurty ,er-it-ieJ-iorprianc"
reports from.concerned Regional.Office, on the condition stipuiiteJtn.Stage-ll approval have not been received. The ""r" rry Oe-JuUm,tieo Oy tneState.

v 
Lfe. 

proposal is for expansion of earlier approved area of g5.201 ha vide
Mrnrsrry s tetter dated 28.09..1990 (pg. 83-84/c). The State has provided thestatus of the rectaimed tand. However, how much tand ort oigsizOi nu nu.
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been reclaimed it is not clear. Further' il the atready diverted land.,has been

i"-.ori"O ,no reclaimed then why it has not been handed over to the SFD If

fl',"-r""J i" in the possession oi tn" ue then the State Government Shall

"r.ui" 
tf,"t NPV ;f the entire forest land within the lease area shall be

ilp".it"J "t fer the Ministry's Guidelines dated 06 01 2022 read with the

lete t daled 22.03.2022.

vi. The State has accepted the identified degraded notified forest for CA as the

,"", 
"g"n"y 

has given a proposal stating that within 1O yearc-from-grant of

torL.i dlLu,in.", ilwill ha;d over nonjorest atforested equivalent forest area

oioooseO tor. diversion in MCL mines area ot Odisha The user agency has

iril;;;J "; ,no"tt"ting dulv signed bv the DFo, Angul wherein it was

,"J"rt"x"n to hand ov6r ttre eiact ex'tent of afforested non-lorest land

"""inii 
tn" oroposed forest land for diversion after 1o years of getting Stage-

il';;;;;rl ;ii[;;;lied project. However, the state has not siven followins

""rili""i" 
r. p"iflri'r'loeiacc, Gol Stage-1 approval for UtkalE coal Block

ot M/s NALCO in Angul District dt. 12.03 2021:

a. State Government issues a certilicate that degraded forest land outside

notified forests is not available for CA purpose' and

b. Nodal officer certifies that no afforestation/ plantation has-been taken

up under any Plan/ programme in the degraded notified forest areas

proposed for CA in the last 10 years'

ln view of the above iustification given by the UA the CA land on

;otilied DFL may not be accepted The clarification may be asked

from the State.

vii. KML file of proposed forest land has been checked on DSS As per DSS. 
,"oo't tn" x.rrlL.tite ot land Use (component wise breakup) including salety

zone is not available on PAHIVESH The same may be uploaded'

viii. The status of the safety zone as per the FCA comprehensive guideline
' " 

Cn"ptr'i r"o"t Para7.9 in respect of the proposal approved earlier may be

provided.

ix, The name of the proposal from Kalinga OCP to Balram OCP has been
'' 

in"ng"J 
-ln 

2006' without approval 
-of the central Government The

justification may be Provided'

2. In view of the above, you are requested to submit the. above mentioned

information at an earliest for further consideration of this proposal'

Yours faithfullY,

(Dr. Surabhi Rai)

DY. lnspector General of Forests

CoDv to:'*i.'pin"ipr" s""tetary (Forests), Government ot odisha Bhubaneswar'
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2. The PCCF (HoFF), Govemment ol Odhha, Bhubaneswar.
3. The Nodat Otficer (FCA), O/o PCCF, eovernmem oi OOisha, Bhubanesu,ar.
4. User Agency
5. Monitoring Ce o, FC Division, MoEF&CC, New Dethi-

SrlsdrySsaui Rd
Dabi fl1"10-2m31t{s:45

fuas,ffAppnlrd


