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GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
FOREST, ENVIRONMENT & CLIMATE CHANGE DEPARTMENT

Ivlemo No &cc, Date I

FE-DlV-FLD-0033-20241 10F (Cons)-2312024

Copy of Government of lndia, N.4oEF&CC, New Delhi vide Letler No.8-07/2024-FC

d1d.07.11.2024 on the matter of proposal for seeking prior approval of the Central

Government under Section-2 (1) (ii) of the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan)

Adhiniyam, 1980 for non-forestry use of 134.69 ha of forest land for expansion of Kulda

Open Cast Coal l\,4ining Project of Basundhara Area of Mahanadi Coalfields Limited in

Sundargarh District under Sundargarh Forest Division (Proposal

No.FP/ORyM|N/50293/2020) forwarded to the Principal Chiel Conservator of Forests &

HoFF, Odisha for kind information and necessary action.

It is requested to please fumish the required information directly to the l\4inistry

under intimation to this Department. 
tA,,l_

OSD-cum-Special Secretary to Government

Memo No. 

^lgGC 
/FE&cc Date I a l ll \At

Copy with copy of enclosure foMarded to the Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests (Wildlife) & Chief Wildlife Warden, Odisha/ Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
(FD&NO, FC Act), O/o PCCF & HoFF, Odisha for information and necejisary action.

c\4,'\--.',r
OSD-cum-Special Secretary to Government

le,
Copy with copy of enclosure foMarded to the Regional Chief Conservator of

Forests, Rourkela Circle/ Divisional Forest Officer, Sundargarh Forest Division for
information and necessary action. )tYu,.\.--

OSD-cum-Special Secretary to Government

l\,4emo No

Copy with copy of enclosure forwarded to the Chief Manager Mines, O/o the Pro.iect
Officer, Kulda OCP, Basundhara Area, MCL, Sundargarh, Odisha-770076 for information
and necessary actior. Atq.'t-"e

OSD-cum-Special Secretary to Government

rvr"ro r.ro. a I8l0 rpssCC Date la /iriPr.i
Copy with copy of enclosure forwarded to Steel & l\4ines Departmenv Director,

Environment-cum-Special Secretary to Government, FE&CC DepartmenV Member
Secretary, SPCB, Odisha/ Collector, Sundargarh for information and 

A:S::,Tfl*
OSD-cum-special Secretad, td covernment

At*l1 FE&CC Date ltlulatl
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Sub: Proposal lor seeking prior approval of the Central Government under

illiii,ii"oiiiii-.,i ,r;,; v"n'('sun,ui"tun Evam samvardhan) Adh-inivam' le80

il;;il);'"iil use ot t3c"69 ha oi lorest land lor expansion ol.Kulda open

il"li"6ili-il]'i;s 
-proiect or Basundhara Area or Mahanandi c.oaltields

iir"id; drno"ig"rh bi"t,l"t under Sundargarh Forest Division (Proposal

To

The Addl. Chiet Secretary (Forests),

Government of Odisha,
Bhubaneswar

No. FPlOR/MlN/50293i2020)

N.4adam/Sir,

instant proPosal

OCP will be 1227.89 '8.52 21 9.37 + 134.69 ha for current proPosal and

20.89ha +8.52 ha for washery) which comes out to be 383 47. However, the

State Govt. has informed that

ii. Alter the examination of lhe reply of point (iii) (a) of the l\,4inistry's observation

t.OO.ZOZ+ it nas Ueen observed that the N/linistry has accorded earlier
dated 1

approval vide etter dated 08.08.2007 for diversion of 227.86 ha (as against

initially propos ed 280.86 ha) for Kulda OCP Later the l\,4inistry has accorded

29.4'1 ha of forest land (20.89 ha fresh area and 8.52 ha of land for re-

diversion out of already diverted forest area of 227.89 ha ior Kulda OCP of

MCL) for construction of Basundhara Coal Washery (1O MTY). ln this regard

as per the record available with the lvlinistry, the total torest area of Kudlaf)

, $lDw,*u.\*' \

clarification

the total forest area is 354.06 ha This needs

File No': 8-072024-FC
Government of lndia

ol Environment, Forest and Climale Change

tForest Conservation Division)

lndira Paryavaran Bhawan'
Jor Bag Road, Aliganj

New Delhi - 'l 10003.

Dated t07-1 1 -2024

I am directed to reler to the PCCF (Forest Diversion and Nodal Ollicer' FC

n"rr ,io" i"ti", rtl". o i"i zoeztBr 1n'lo1-islzozs dated 18'10 2024 for submitted

in"'"iaitio"ri-i"toiration on the proposai mentioned in above subject seeking prior

;#; ;;ih; C";At Government in iccordance with section 2 (1) (ii) or the van

H;;;;; ;;il samvardhan) Adhinivam lgso and to sav that alter

:r"^ililffi'"i'il ptopo"rit'" lollowing shortcoming has been observed in the

i a( ner the oroDosal the lease area ls mentioned as 921 '35 ha. however' as

iirffid;rififft " "t"u 
Jr<'ro' oCP lease (includins additional area) is

fi;"gii.ili;". in" .t"tu shall examine and submit the correci area

o""i"l. 
""4 ""rr""ix[,4L 

fite of the lease area is required to be submitted'
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ly#,[,ff$:{t?, ,?ff jff si,n"JjJ:il3iil3,.ff ;j3[git ][:
iv. Fu(her, a report on the comr

approvars is reiuire;;ililiil:"i1",nffi::1ffi;fH8,:. in ail the pasr
, 

ll^"1_t1", 
anatysis of rhe KI\,41 tite o, ihe propose.l roracr r.^r rooserved that habitation. cuhj;r;;;;;::" jl-"poseo roresl tand it has been,r rne proposed ."u"nr" ,or"'1,'llll,l* mined out aiea'ani'loao is uisiote

state cou".nr"nr 
";;;;J;:"'. 

Y""u" rn this reqard lhe cn--,
v K,v,L,e or ear,ie, .,** ;;;Tf ',T:JHT: ai: lltH,"j 

."
Io De submitted. .-. - -,,v ra,y(y zone rs required

vji. Bevenue Forest patch nos. l

:,','mt"ri j[:rp*{[r1jir11: j:Jl1l{t;;8,?,rj,ffi H:g
vllr. As per the analysjs on DSS. i,

fr.;;]fr ilf gflt;flf,g;;;tffi,:iffi:#i[T,'#
ix. After the analysis of the K[,4t

i"li',::"|#[ffi {"jiffi ll#dit?h.,ffi f 
-}ufr

report is enclosed fo, ."t"i"i"uj. "'"'" "overnmenl shall be provided (Dss

* ,*,Jl li]*i',3fi,1,";,'l,,.",,ii1,li.f,Xli,,lfl:?il:;?ffi:::1j:#,il,,i?"1;j",,",,"",

Encl: As above Signed by Sunsot ghardvai

aab: 07 - 1 1-2024 17 i?A:54

Yours faithfully,

sd/-

Bhubaneswar.
ban eswar- !u!lb

Odisha,

Copy to:

1. PCCF (HoFF), Department of Forests, Governme nt of Odisha,2. Dy. DGF (Central), Regjonal Office of the i\,4oEF&CC at Bhu

nss i" ta,t r n 

"p""to 
Il'J??:,T ?j,,::l

3. Nodal Officer (FCA), Department of Forests, Government of

Division, [.4oEF&CC, New Delhi for uptoadjng on

Bhubaneswar.

pr(

4. User Agency
5. N.4onitoring belt, FC

PARIVESH ponat.



File No.: 8-07l2024-tc

elgjglalf Dive6ion of 1:!L69 ha of foreit land tor Kulde €xpansion OcP'

Analvsls of Land oroDosed for dlvetsion

P'oposed fd.n Fatch bound.ry
l5hM rttl' v.lbr 4&!

1. Proposed forest Iand lor diversion falls under Sundargarh district of Odisha State and its area

(software-calculated) is found to be 135 09 ha Further, the area o' Kulda oCP lease (including

additional arealis Iound 831.885 ha.

2. A5 per the DSS, there is no Wildlife sanctuary. National parl! Tige' reserve and Tiger corridor is located

within 10 Km distance from the proposed fo'est land for diversion'

3. observation based on Google Earth; habitation, cultivation land' mined out area and road isvisible in the

propos€d revenle torest Patches.

4. Google ama8ery shows that Basundhara River flows along the Northeastern boundary of (ulda minine

lease and proposed patch no 1O3 lies within 25Om of it Further' Chhata Jhor Nala is flowing along the

west€rn boundary of mining lease.

5. Proposed forest area in the extant proposal falls in HiSh Cons€rvation Value (HCv) zone as per Decision

Rrle 1 (due to presence of Basundhara River within 25Om of Kutda ML) and not-in High Conservation

Value (Hcv) Zone as per Decision Rule 2.

6. Fot6t covei out of total prcposed area, 3 ha of land i5 clalsilied as moderately dense forest' 77 ha as

open forest, 23 ha as scrub and 36 ha as Non_Iorest (land without tree cover) in terms of Iorest classes

(as perthe ISFR 2021) basedon the interpretation ofsatellit€ data period 2019-2020-

7. KML fiie ofearlier divened 227.89 ha forest land and safety zone is not available
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8.

9.

Revenue Forest patch no. 2264, 2235, 2233,2217 and 2188 is falling outside the lease boundary andtheirtotalarea is found 1.671 ha.

Forest area proposed in the extent proposal comprises of 42 patches. Map showing forest patches isattaches below for reference:

EE foposcd forest 6at*res

- Kdda Leas€ Bolldary

El AddiuorEl Bourdary

ffi Existing Boundary

Pror$ed Forc$ bound.ry
li{om *nh rei ob.l
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Decision Rule 1:

whetherforms part of:

a. Hydrological Layer:

i. Major River: Ye5 (Basundhara River)

ii- wetland (Area more than 10 ha.): N/A

iii. Waterbodies(irrigation/Hydropower/waterstorage):N/A

b. very Dense Forest patch (>1sq km) N/A

c. Remnant ForestType: N/A

d. Protected area^iger Reserves/tige r co rridors: N/A

Decision Rule 2lcrid selection based onwithout 50% rulel:

! T

DESCRIPTION RESULT

TotalNumber of Grids 9

Iotalno. of (1 Km X 1Km)Grids havinS totalscore above 70 0

FinalStatus (based on 4 parameters) Not ln High Conservation Value Zone

Or Not lnviolate

GRIDID SCORE

FCM
sco8E

FTM
SCORE BR SCORE

LAI{DSCAPE

2044020 4.29 3.83 32.95 26.38 16.86

2046019 7.61 10.02 0 18.35 9.01

2046020 1.55 9.11 6.96 77.67 8.85

20{6421 2.19 75.25 30.75 22_2 17.6

2044O21 33.11 72_45 11_23 48.82

2.15 0 0 21_93 6.04

2050019 40.43 49_45 48.1 21.27 39.81

2050018 6.01 13_52 9.98 79.92 12.36

2044020 11.49 21.48 9.s9 14.83 14.35

2044020 4.29 3.83 32.95 2634 16.86

AGGR€GATE
SCORE

72.5

2050017

iL.r,, .l .l ,l -t
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torest Cover Mao:

ln terms of standards follovred in ISFR 2021(interpretation ofsatellite data period 2019-2020) regarding
density classes:

I

l

Very Dense Forest (Canopy density 70% & abovelr 0 ha.

Moderatelydense Forest (canopy d€nsity 40-70%): 3 ha.

Open Forest {canopy density 10-4.0%):77 ha.

Scrub: 23 ha.

Non-Forest 36 ha.

!t rl, ,l .! ,f, +!

* tr

+

I

Fo.est Tvp€ Map:5/DS1Dry Deciduous Scrub:20 ha,5B/c1c Dry Peninsular sal Forest: 31 ha, 5B/c2 Northern
ory Mixed Deciduous Forest: 43 ha and Non Forest:44 ha.

yu.l .l .t ,L ;f,
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I
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F

Biolosicalrichness: Non Forestr60 ha and Medium: 79 ha

t t
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Proposed comoensatorv Afforestation (CA) land

1. compensatory afforestation has been proposed over degraded forest land (as per the Recorded Forest

Area (RF/PF) boundary available in DSS) in four patches and iLs area {software-calculaled) is found

305.593 ha.

Pat.h-2

2. Forest Cover: as perthe ISFR 2021 based on the interpretation of salellite data period 2O19-2O2O. The

density details of the proposed CA is given below:

Parch-3

1.

1
" 
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s. Name o, CA

site
RF Name Map area

lha)

Sottware
calculated
area (ha)

VDF MDF ot Scrub

1 Patch I Pandripani 64.3 64.099 57 0

2 Patch -2 56.390 0 51 5 0 0

3 Patch ,3 132 131.545 0 65 58 0 9

4 Patch -4 Sidarmunda 53.7 53.559 o 51 0 2

Total 305.5 305,593 0 171 0 18

* *

/
(

Patch"l

,,5* Decl.loh supp6rt sy.lem

0 0 7

56.5

0

116
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Patch-3
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3. Observation based on Google Earth imagery: road is passing throuSh patch no. 3 & 4. Funher,
encroachment in the form of cultivation land, habitation, man-made water body is vis;ble in patch no.1
and plantation in patch no.3 (during year 2022).

Shivani Sood
STA, DSS Cell

25.10.2024

Submitted Please.
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