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F. No. tt_9/98_FC
Government of India

Ministry of Environment and Forests
(FC Division)

Paryavaran Bhawan,
CGO Complex, Loclhi Road,

New Delhi _ 110 510.

To Dated: 13il,May,20.11

The prineipal Secretary (Forests),
AII states 7 unio. r".ritory Covernments except Jarnmu and Kashrnir

sub: General approval under sectjon-2 of the Forest (conservation) Act, 19g0 fordiversion of forest land for creation of critical pugl1. utiliE, infrastructr.rre byGovetnment Departments involving notmore thin 5.00 ha of forest la.d i, eachcase in 6A LeftWi.g Extremisrn affe-cted diskicts _reg.
Sir;

I am directed to refer to this Ministry's Ietter of even nurnber dated 03.11.2010,wherein this Minish'y accorded General approval under sectiol-2 of t1e Forest(Conservation) Ac! 1980 for diversion of foreii land for certain activities to be carrieclout by the Government Departments involving not more than 2.00 ha of forest land,and to say that this Minishy has received ,"q.,u"rt, from various State Governme.ts toincrease the threshold limit for diversion of forest land for creation of critical publicutility infrash'ucture by Government Department in 60 (sixty) Left wirrg Extremism
affected dishicts identified by the Plaruring Commission ancl the Ministry of HomeAffairs from 2'00 ha. of forest lanc{ in each case to 5.00 ha. of forest lancl in cach ca.se.
The. I\4inishy of Horne Affairs and the Planning Commission have also supportecl the
said demand.

Accordingly, I am clirected to say that in partial nrodification of tlris lr4ilistr.v,.s
said letter of eveu nunrber dateel 03.11.2010, to facilitate expeclitious creation of the
critical public utility infrastruchrre in 60 (sixty) Left Wing Extremism affected districts,
the existing general approval under Section-2 of the Foreit (Conservation) Act, 19g0 for.
diversion of forest land for creation of critical public utilir,v infrastructure b),
Government Department is further relaxed to diverslon of not more than 5.00 ha of
forest land in each case, in these districts. The activities covered under the General
approval are as belor.r,:

1. Schools,
2. Dispensaries/Hospitals,
3. Elech'ical and Telecommunication Lines,
4. Drinking Water,
5. Water/Rain Water Harvesting Structures,
6. Minor Irrigation Carral,
7. Non Conventional Sources of Energy,
8. Skill up Gradation/Vocational Training Center,
9. Powersub-statiorrs,
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10. Rural roads
11. Communication posts;
L2' Police establishments like Police stations / outposts / Border outposts /watch Towers in sensirive area (identified by M*Jd;r HJ*.]grirs); and13' 

,[H'il:nd 
laying of oprical fibre cables, tetephtne hnes & drlnking water

The General Approval shall be subject to fulfiilment of the following conditions:

(i) It shall be applicable to only 60 
lu-ft wi"s Extremisrn affected districts idenrifiedby the Plaruring Cornmissio,r and the viirt rriHorne Affairs (List enclosed);

(ii) All the terms and conditions.stipullted by this Ivlinishy in its letters of evennumber dated 03'01.2005 and' 1t.09.zoog, *i',ur;il 
11i, Minishy accorded generalapproval urrder the Forest (Conservation) Act, ]980 for 

"ru*io" of the publicu HIi ry inlras tructure by G overnmen t Depar.tmenis;

(iii) All the terms and conditions stipuJlted by this Mi'istry in its letters of evennumber dated L6'1'0'2000 and 08.da.2009, wirerein 
.this -Ministry accorcred genera lapproval uncler the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 for undergrou,d layi'g ofoptical fiber cabres, terephone lines and drinking water suppry Iines;

(iv) rhe state Government shan rearizecost of cost to ra.
anct NpV at the rut., u, ufpU."Lr..i. each case ;; *:il:HfiIilffiX::.;f l;,iMinistry and transfer theiime to rhe Ad-hoc CaMpa;

(") A copy of the each approval accorded by the state/uT Governnrent uncler thegeneral approval shall be endorsed to the concerned Regional office of theMinistry and the cEo, Ad-hoc CAMPA for their information a,d recor6;

('i) The state/cover,ment shall follow the procedure for processi'g such casesstipulated ir-r the Forest (Conservation; Rule,2003;

(vii) The instant general approval is not applicable to the diversio, of forest ]a,tl i,protected ar.eas;

(viii)The each state/UT Governrnent shall submit tlre six monthly reports for theperiod ending on 30u'June and 3Lst December containing details of all for"st la,r1
diverted under tle qgleral approval accorded by this"Ministr:y alolg n,ith tlre
status of the actual utihzation of the forest land so diverted for thl stateipurpose;
and

(ix) The general approval shall be valicl till 9l.12.20L5.

Yours faithfulll,,

iel.rl "^/ t

A s sis tan t r,sp ector S,ffi;i#:ll1

Encl,: As above
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Copy to:-

'q.. The Director, prirne Minister's office, New Derhi for kind information.
4 The secretary (Coordination), Cabinetsecretariaf New Delhi.fr. Ilre Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs, New Delhi. ,

!', The Member-secretary, planning Commission, New Derhi.n lhe Secretary, Ministry of Rural Development, New Dethi.
4 The Secretary, Ministry of Tribal Affairs, New Delhi.7' All PCCFs / Nodal officers, all state/ur Governments except Jammu a.d

Kashmir.

! All Regional offices, Minishy of Environm.nt & Forests.9' Director Gerreral of Police, AII state/UT Governments except Jammu and
Kashmir.

10' AII Assistant Inspector General of Forests in Forest Conservation Divisiop, MoEF.
1l Dy' secretary, R.o, Ha), Ministry of Environment & Forests, New Derhi.72, File No. 2-1./2002-FC.
13. Guard File.

t^,dvdt
(H.C. Chaudhary)

Assistant lnspector General of Forests
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