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Copy of Govemment of India, MoEF&CC, New Delhi vide Letter File No.8-

2512021-FC dtd.05.10.2021 on the matter of proposal for non-forestry use of 349.709 ha

forest land in favour of lr4/s Mahanadi Coalfields Limited for Siarmal Opencast Coal Mining
Project in Sundargarh District (Odisha)-reg. forwarded to the Principal Chief Consewator of
Forests & HoFF, Odisha for kind inforuratiut antl ueucssary autiuu,

It is requested to submit the required information on the observations made by Govt.

of India, MoEF&CC, New Delhi in the aforesaid letter directly to the Ministry under

intimation to this Department. &ntt't""'
ecretary to Governmentrla Special Sut lc.2l

Copy with copy of enclosurc for"warded to the Principal Ciiief Colservator of Folests
(Wildlife) & Chief Wildlife Warden, Odisha for information and necessaxy action.

Ln-'g1Lt'1"0 "'t

Memo No. /FE&CC, Date

MertroNo. lgl?l
Specral Secretary to Govemment

/ FE&CC, Date 08-lo
Copy with copy of enclosure forwarded to the Regional Chief Conservator of Forest,

Rourkela circle/ Divisional Forest o{ficer, sundargarh Forest Division for inforrnation and

I
I

necessary acflon.

Ivlemo No. lrnA , Date O'a - tc/ FE&CC

copy with copy of enclosure forwarded to the steel & Mines Department/ Director,
Environment, FE&CC Departrnent/ Member Secretary, SpCB, Odisha/ Collector,
Srrndargarh for information and necessary action. 
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MemoNo. I g r rt g tpe*cc,our" (x to - fi..^'Secretarvtocovemment

copy with copy of enclosure forwarded to the project offrcer, Siarmal ocp, At/po-
Basundhara, Dist-sundargarh, odisha, pin-j7007 6 for information and. necessarv action.
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Special Secretary to Government
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Special Secretary to Goverirment
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Government of India
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

(Forest Conservation Division)
Indira Paryavaran Bhawan,

Aliganj, Jor Bag Road,
New Delhi - 11ooo3.

Dated: 5;th October, eozr.
To

The Addl. Chief Secretary (Forests),
Government of Odisha,
Bhubaneswar

Sub: Proposal for non-forestry use of g4g.7og ba forest land in favour of
M/s Mahanadi Coalfields Limited for Siarmal Opencast Coal Mining
Project in Sundergarh Disfict (Odisha) - reg.
Sir,

I am directed to refer to Government of Odisha's letter ni. No. FE-DIV-FLD-
o118-2o21-r62ot/ FE&CC dated r3.o9.zo2r on the above subject seeking prior
approval of Central Government under Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 and to inform
that examination of said proposal in the Ministry reveaJed following:

i. DSS analysis of the degraded forest land proposed for CA land revealed that
out of total area of 7tz.4V ha proposed for CA, an area of rz8 falls under MDF
category, 556 under OF category, r ha under water body and z7 ha as non-
wooded area. Suitability of rz8 ha of degraded forest land revealed as MDF
needs to be re-visited by the Statc.

ii. Important wildlife species reported in the area include hyena, porcupines,
black bear, spotted deer, wild boar, barking deer, Jackal morgoose, etc, The
State Government may therefore comment on the requirement of mitigating
measures, if any, required to be undertaken for the protection and
conservation of these species.

iii.As per justification, submitted online, it is indicated that project under extant
coal block also covers other areas viz. Siarmal Extension and Banapatra. State
Government, may therefore, inform the status of additional forest land, if any,
involved in these additional areas and status of approval, if any obtained or
being obtained may also be intimated.

iv. Cost benefits analysis submitted along with the proposal appears to be a
economical analysis carried out for the project. Cost benefits Analysis, taking
into consideration, the ecological parameters, as envisaged in the guidelines
dated z9.or.zot8 have not been estimated. Therefore, Cost benefits analysis in
accordance with the relevant guidelines taking into account all spicified
parameters needs to be estimated and submitted by the State.

v. With regards to drainage system of the area, it is reported that Basundhara
riwer, Telendra/ Chaturdhara & Chattajor nullah flows around periphery of
block. Measure proposed to be undertaken by the User Agency to mitigate the
inrpact of nriuing on the local draluage systeur may be iutiriated by the state.

vi. In addition to land use proposed in the Mining plan, an area of 823 ha has also
been proposed to be acquired outside the lease/project area for infrastructure
and dumping facilities. Detail of forest land, if any involved in the area
proposed to be acquired outside the lease may be intimated by the State.
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vii.Detail of coal evacuation plan from the mine to nearest railway siding is not

available in the proposal. The same needs to be intimated by the.State' 
- -

"iii.Ar 
fi; d; ;;I.;"rt guidelines issued bv the MoEF&CC, compliance-of Forest

&"Jt; ect, zoo6 is"to be ensured by the Ministry at the time "f 
Stlq:.II

apiroval, however, an undertaking informing thc initiation of process has to-

t'.'."Uriiti"a along with the pr:oposal. Status of initiation of process ,of
,"ttf"*""i 

"irights"under 
the Foresi Right act, zoo6 may be intimated by the

State.

Yours faithtully,
sd/-

(Charan Jeet Singh)
Scientist'D'

Copy to:-

1. principal chief conservator of Forests, Government of odisha, Bhubaneswar'

i. n giri"r officer (central), Integrated Regional office of the MoEF&cc at

Bhibaneswar with a request io inspect the area and submit an

i""f."tion report to the Ministry for further needfirl
3. Nodal Ofhcer (FCe), Government ofodisha, Bhubaneshwar'

4. Monitoring Ceil of FC Divisions, MoEF&CC, New Deihi'
5. Guard file.

Signed by Charan Jeet

Singh

Dats: 06-10-2021 1 0:57:21

Reason: Approved


