SITE INSPECTION REPORT OF 63.091 HA OF FOREST LAND UNDER THE VAN
(SANRAKSHAN EVAM SAMVARDHAN) ADHINIYAM, 1980

Name of the Inspecting Officer- C. B. Tashildar, IFS, Assistant Inspector General of
Forests (Central), MoEF&CC, Regional Office, MoEF&CC, Nagpur.

Officials from the State Forest Department: - Shri. Kamlesh Patil, Asst. Conservator of
forest, Shri. Ramesh Kambale, Range Forest Officer Karvir, Shri. Sattappa Jadhav, R.O.
Karvir and Shri. Rukesh Mullani, F.G. Karvir.

Officials from the User Agency- State Forest Department, Maharashtra is the user agency
in this project.

Date of inspection: 16/05/2024.

A. Legal status of the forest land proposed for diversion: Protected Forest = 0.261
Ha., Unclassed Forest = 62.83 Ha.

B. Item-wise break-up details of the forest land proposed for diversion: (Attached
as Annexure-1)

C. Whether proposal involves any construction of buildings (including residential)
or not. If yes, details thereof: - Nil. The Proposal involves diversion of Forest land
for agricultural land distribution to PAP’s from Nivale village that was relocated from
Chandoli National Park.

D. Total cost of the project at present rates: - Nil.

E. Wildlife: Whether forest area proposed for diversion is important from wildlife
point of view or not: Not much importance since the area is surrounded by
developments from Kagal Muncipality as well as Kolhapur city. The vegetation is
completely dominated by Glyrecedia spp

F. Vegetation:

1. Details of total number of trees to be felled: List of trees to be felled is
enclosed as Annexure 2.

2. Effect of removal of trees on the general ecosystem in the area.- There
will not be much impact on general eco-system in the area since major
species proposed to be felled is Glyrecedia which is considered as an
invasive species. In lieu of this (63.091 ha. Land) 159.60 ha. Land has been
acquired from PAP’s of Nivale village inside the Chandoli National Park.

G. Background on the proposal: In Nivale village, there are 162 eligible families who
are to be rehabilitated. Out of this, 89 families have been relocated and rehabilitated
in Wathar tarf Wadgao, Taluka Hatkanangale Dist Kolhapur and 73 families have
been relocated and rehabilitated in Galgale, Taluka Kagal in Kolhapur District. For 73
Khatedars of Village - Galgale, Taluka-Kagal, District Kolhapur, the revenue
department had allotted an approximate area of 16 hectare for agriculture use. After
land acquisition process was completed by Revenue Department on private land, the
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person whose land was acquired was aggrieved in the matter and filed Writ Petition
No.11259/2014 & 11616/2014 in Hon. High Court of Mumbai. Hon. High Court
paased orders against the land acquisition process by Revenue department mentioning
that the land acquisition process made by Govt. of Maharashtra is not as per law
provisions. As per judgment of Hon. High Court of Bombay dated 16" February
2016, the land of Village Galgale Tal. Kagal has been given to the Concerned
Original land owner. So people of village Galgale have selected 63.091 ha. area of
forest land in Kagal Taluka for agriculture purpose.

H. Compensatory afforestation: Not Applicable

1. Whether land for compensatory afforestation is suitable from plantation and
management point of view or not - No CA land is proposed in this project.

]

2. Whether land for compensatory afforestation is free from encroachments/other
encumbrances. — NA. '

3. Whether land for compensatory a forestation is important from
Religious/Archaeological point of view- NA.

4. Land identified for raising compensatory a forestation is in how many patches,
whether patches are compact or not- NA.

5. Map with details:  Provided in the proposal

6. Total financial outlay: - Nil.

I. Whether proposal involves violation of Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 or not. If
yes, a detailed report on violation including action taken against the concerned

officials.- No.

J. Whether proposal involves rehabilitation of displaced persons. If yes, whether
rehabilitation plan has been prepared by the State Government or not. Details be
furnished specifically if rehabilitation plan would affect any other forest area by trans-
locating outstees in and around the said forest:- The details is enclosed as Annexure 3.

K. Reclamation Plan: -Provided in the proposal
L. Details on catchment and command area under the project: -NA.
M. Cost benefit ratio: NA.

N. Recommendations of the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests/ State Government:
Provided in the proposal

0. Recommendations of Regional Chief Conservator of Forests along with detail reasons:
Separately attached

P. Detailed comments on whether there are any alternatives routes/alignments for locating
the project on the non-forest land: - Nil.
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. Utility of the project. — Due to rehabilitation of Nivale village from Chandoli
" National Park, inviolate area of 159.6 ha. has been acquired inside the park which is

presently a part of the Sahyadri Tiger Reserve.

Whether land being diverted has any socio-cultural/religious value. Whether any sacred
grove or very old grown trees/forests exists in areas proposed for diversion: No.

Situation w.r.t. any Protected Area: - No protected area is proposed for diversion.

. Any other information relating to the project: -

1. Photographs.are attached.

2. Hon’ble Supreme Court vide order dated 28/01/2019 in I.A. No. 3924 of 2015 in Writ
Petition (Civil) No. 202/1995 has allowed to change the legal status of diverted forest
land for rehabilitation purpose to non-forest land. The same has been mentioned in the
Ministry’s Guidelines dated 20/05/2019. However, the purpose for which the diversion is
proposed, i.e. agriculture, should not be changed.

3. The diversion may be approved subject to conditions mentioned in para 12.8 and 12.9 of
the Guidelines.

—

(C. B. Tashildar)
Assistant Inspector General of Forests (Central)
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Proposal No.: FP/MH/REHAB/121398/2021

Name of the proposal: Diversion of 63.091 ha of forest land Rehabilitation of village
Nivale in Kagal.

The proposal is recommended subject to the following conditions:
1. The purpose for which the diversion is proposed (i.e. agriculture) should not be
changed.
2. The approval is subject to conditions mentioned in para 12:8/and 12.9 of the
Guidelines. i

(Dr.V. George Jenner)
Deputy Director General of Forests (Central)
Regional Office, MoEF&CC, Nagpur
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Photographs
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Annexure-1
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Annexure-2
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