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Sub: Proposal is for diversion of 1.779 ha of forest land for drilling location KHBK
in Rangma Reserve Forest under Golaghat Division in favour of Oil & Natural

Gas Corporation Ltd, Jorhat.

Sir.
This has got reference to the State Govt Assam letter No. FRS. 4912022152

dated 02.04.2022,F.CF No.200729l130 dated 27.07.2023 and eCF No177l4l/183

dated 10. 10.2023 on the subject mentioned above seeking prior approval of the Central

Government in accordance with Section 2 of the FCA, 1980 and to say that the

proposal has been examined by the Regional Empowered Committee constituted by

Central Government under Section 3 of aforesaid Act. After careful consideration of
the proposal and the recommendation by the REC in its meeting held on 26.07.2022

and subsequent approval of Ministry though e-office, In-Principle Approval (lPA) was

granted by this office letter of even number dated 27.10.2022 subject to fulfillment of
certain conditions.

3, In this connection and on the basis of the compliance report furnished by the

State Government vide letter ECF No.200729l130 dated 27.07.2023 and eCF

Nol77l4l/183 dated 10.10.2023 and its uploading on Ministry's portal on 10.10.2023

with submission of compensatory levies by e-challan and online payment by user

agency under CAMPA and confirmation of amount deposited for Elephant/Wildlife

Conflict and Management Plan by Ad-hoc CAMPA vide its letter No. F. No.l-
0412024-CAMPA dated 16.10.2023, Final Approval of the Central Government is

hereby granted under Section-2 of the Forest (Conservation) Act,1980, for diversion of
1.779ha of forest land for drilling location KHBK in Rangma Reserve Forest under

Golaghat Division in favour of Oil & Natural Gas Corporation Ltd, Jorhat, subject to

the following conditions, subject to the following conditions:

October, 2023

1) The legal status of the diverted forest land shall remain unchanged.



2)

3)

The compensatory afforestation shall be raised and maintained
overdouble the degraded forest land of 3.60 ha at Block No l. Jagun
Range under DigboiForest Division in Tinsukia District of Assam as

per the funds deposited by the User Agency. As far as possible, a
mixture of local indigenous species shall be planted and monoculture of
any species may be avoided.
The State Govt shall ensure that the revised rates of Net present value
amount of the forest land being diverted under this proposal is
transferred through online portal by the user agency into cAMpA
account of the State concerned as per the Ministry letter File No.5-
312011-FC(vol-I) dated 21.03.2022 before issuing of the Finar
Approval.
The boundary of the diverted forest land shall be suitably demarcated
on ground at the project cost, as per the directions of the concerned
Divisional Forest Officer.
The kml files of the area to be diverted, the compensatory afforestation
areas, proposed SMC work and wLMP area shall be uploaded on the
e-Green watch portal with all requisite details as soon as the e-Green
watch portal is upgraded/restored.

The complete compliance of the FRA, 2006 shall be ensured by way of
prescribed certificate from the concerned District Collector.
The User Agency shall obtain the Environmental clearance under
Environment (Protection) Act, I 986.

The lay out of the proposal shall not be changed without the prior
approval of the Central Government.
No labour camps shall be established on the forest land.
Sufficient firewood, preferably the alternative fuel, shall be provided by
the User Agency to the labourer after purchasing the same from the
State Forest Department or the Forest Development corporation or any
other legal source of alternative fuel.
No additional or new path will be constructed inside the forest area for
transportation of construction materials for execution of the project
work.

The period of diversion under this approval shall be co-terminus with
the period of lease to be granted in favour of the user agency or the
project life, whichever is less.

The forest land shall not be used for any purpose other than that
specified in the project proposal.

The forest land proposed to be diverted shall under no circumstances be
transferred to any other agencies, department or person without prior
approval of Govt. of India.

The User Agency shall undertake mining in a phased manner after
taking dud care for reclamation of the mined over area. The concurrent
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reclarration plan &$ per the approved rnirling plun shall be exesuied by rhe

Uscr Agenry fronr the very fir*t year, und an annual report on

implementatiorr thr:ret:f shall he subnriltecl to the I'{odal OfTicer, Forest

{Cr:usen'atir:u) 8r't, l<}110, in the cr:t:cerned State Covernment and the

i:cncernuci Rr.girrr;il 0{lir:c ui the h,linistr'"v, IF it is tburrd ttom the annual

r*port that the lctir.,iti*s inrlii:ated in the concurrent reclamation plan are

nrrt being e,xeclrted hy the Uscr Agency, the Nodal Officer Or the concern

Dy. Director ileneral [Ccntral] rxay direct thal the mining activities shall

renrain suspendcd tilt such time, reclamation activities are satisfactorily

executed;

l6J Liind sci iiivi:rteri shall rc'vr:l"t baclq t* th* Forest Department in case it is

ltilt 11euiicd ft:r't]rc ;rbtlv0 trs( ufttI tiur r*stor:ltir:ln to ils original Status [as

lar as prtssil:lr: and t* lttt' satisfaction oistate Foresl Departmcnt.J

i 7j '!'hrs pernrissirn fcrr e>lploratory cirilling or prospection would ntlt ipso

facto imply any commitrnrnt on the part of Central Govt lbr diversian of

fcrrest land even if rninerals/oiilhydrocarbons are struck for mining,

1{3J 'l'ht us*r agency.shilll take precautions and care all the tirne not to impact

advcr$elrv thr surrtunrlitig forests and forest land by their

e i:tl0 r:s,l acli r,'itiili.

19) ?r'ric tc'llit;; shall be dune

r*nruval, if a*y shall be

department,
The c$ncerned Divisional Fsrest Officer, will monitor and take necessary

mifigntir,"e measures to Ensure that there is no adverse impact on the

tbre.sts iu tiru surrciutding area,

i'ire user rgcrl(:1y' shail cxploru the pusslbitil,v of successful tlanslocetion of

Irr;rxiu:urrr r:unthr:r of tier:s iricntilied lo fht felled and shall ensure ttrat

il!-!y tree i'rliin;; shall be done ottly rvhen it is uuavoidable that too under

strict supen isiott of l!:e State Forest Department.

The user agen(y shall suhrnit the annual self-compliance report in respect

ofthe ffbove stated condition fo the State Govt, concerned Regional Oflice

end to tlie lllinistry try the end of March every year,
'Iire period *f *xplur;rtcry drilling $,i11 be f6r a period of 3{t}rreeJ yeu's

and iri cijrsi, r')l non-contpletion of fte drilling the rtser agsncy shall apply

for extension through the $tate Govt 6(sixJ months prior to the expiry of

approval period.

only when absolutely unavoidable and such

done under the supervision of the Forest
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?4J Violation of any of thuse conditions rvil] amount to viqlation of Forest

(CrnservationJ Acf, 19S0 and action would be taken as prescribed in para

1.21 of ffrapter 1 of the Ilandtrook ol cornprehensive guidelines af rhe

Fcr.gsr (Corseruotion)Act,1980 as issusti by this lvlinistry lettr:r Nu 5-

?i 20 i.7-FC dattii 'Jtt,06'?019.

25J 'l"iw Llser r\gency at:il tht Slar* Covernment shail ensurf proYisions of

conipliirnce of all the Acrs, Ruies, llon'ble Court order (s) and NCT



26)

7.7)

28)

order(sJ pertaining to thi$ project, if any, for the tinre b*ir:g in forre, as
applicable to tire projecr.

AII the clearance/Nocs under different applicable rules/regulationsrli66sl
laws and under Forest Dwellers [Recognition of liorest RightsJ Act, 20ild
as required vide MoEF, Nerv Delhi guidriine No. 11-9/19f8-FC[pt) claterl
03.08.2009 shall be complied wirh.
This approval may be revoked if the above l;onelitions cf approval irre not
complied to the satisf,action of the Regional rJilice, Shill*ng,
.Any orher conditions tirat ihe l{egir:n;al 0ffir-:e,sl.:illtng lv!i1istry ol'
Environment, Forest & climate change nlay stipulate fronl tinre to time in
the interest of cnnserl'ation, protecti*n anil <Ieveir:pment cf iorests &
u'ilellife. The state Govt shall en$ure uornpliance nf nll the above
conditions.

[#. L Yatbon]

eqrqq-$Tf t-S$qr(&f"1qj
Deputy Inspecttlr freneral of, Forcsts(CJ

ThePrincipal Chief Conservator of Forests &HoFF, $ovt of Assanr, Environmenr
and Forest Department ,Aranya Bhawan,Rop Konwar |yoti prasacl Aganval path,
Near Srimanta SankardevKalakhetra, panjabari, Guwahati-78 103 Z.

Deputy I

r Co6v to:

ral 0l'FCIre$ts[C]

w]frq.
./


