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Sub: Proposal for diversion of 1.5775 ha of forest land for Gohpur-Itanagar Natural Gas

Pipeline project along with Optical Fiber Cable (OFC) in Drupong Reserve Forest under

Banderdewa Forest Division in Papum Pare district of Arunachal Pradesh by

Indradhanush Gas Grid Limited- reg.

Sir,

This has got reference to the State Government's letter No. FOR.

2L/Cons/2021/5265-68 dated 27.72.202L and No. FOR. 21lCons/2021/1.223-26 dated

24.05.2022 on the subject seeking prior approval for the Central Government under Section

2 ofthe FCA, 1980.

2. After careful examination of the proposal of the State Govt letter No. FOR.

2L/Cons/2027/5265-68 dated 27.72.2027 and No. FOR. 21lCons/202t/L223-26 dated

24.05.2022, "In Principle Approval/Stage- I" clearance of the Central Government is

hereby granted for diversion of L.5775 ha of forest land for Gohpur-ltanagar Natural Gas

Pipeline project along with Optical Fiber Cable (OFC) in Drupong Reserve Forest under

Banderdewa Forest Division in Papum Pare district of Arunachal Pradesh by Indradhanush

Gas Grid Limited subject to the following conditions:

A. Conditions which need to be complied prior to handing over of forest land by the
State Forest Department.

(1) The user agenty shall transfer, the Net Present Value (NPy) of the forest land being

diverted under this proposal in the revised rates, as per the orders of the Hon'ble

Supreme Court of India dated 28/03/2008,24/04/2008 and 09/05/2008 in Writ
petition (Civil) No.202/t995 and as per the guidelines issued by the Ministry vide

letters No 5-3l2007-FC dated 05.02.2009 and File No.5-3l2011-FC(Vol-I) dated
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2l.os.2o22.Therequisitefundsshallbetransferredthroughonlineportalinto
CAMPA account of the State concerned'

(2)Allthefundsreceivedfromtheuseragency(NPV,CA,etc)undertheprojectshallbe
transferred/ deposited to compensatory Afforestation Fund of Arunachal Pradesh

State managed by the Ad-hoc CAMPA only throu gh e-portat ftttps://parivesh'nic'in/)'

Amountdepositedthroughothermodewillnotbeacceptedascomplianceofthe
Stage-l clearance;

(3) The compliance report shall be uploaded on e-portal ( https://parivesh'nic'in/ );

(4) The KML files of the area to be diverted, the cA areas, the proposed sMC work' the

proposedCatchmentAreaTreatmentareaandtheWLMPareashallbeuploadedon
the e-Green watch portal with all requisite details before issuing working permission

towards linear projects or submitting compliance report for seeking stage II approval,

as the case maY be;

(5) The boundary of the diverted forest land, mining lease and safety zone' as applicable,

shall be demarcated on ground at the project cost' by erecting four feet high

reinforced cement concrete pillars, each inscribed with its serial number' distance

from the pillar to pillar and GPS co-ordinates as per the directions of the concerned

Divisional Forest Offi cer;

(6) The expenditure like boundary walls, stone pillars' demarcation charges' cost of

damage of trees the funds on these accounts should' be deposited with the DFO

concerned.

(7) The complete compliance of the FRl\, 2006 shall be ensured by way of prescribed

certificatefromtheconcernedDistrictCollector;
(g) violation of any of these conditions wil amount to violation of Forest [conservation)

Act, 19g0 and action would be taken as prescribed in para 1.2L of Chapter 1 of the

HandbookofcomprehensiveguidelinesofForest(conservation)Act'1980asissued
by this Ministry's letter No. 5.2/20 L7.Fc dated 28.03.20L9;

B: Conditions which need to be strictly complied on field after handing over of forest

landtotlreuseragencybythestateForestDepartmentbutthecomplianceinformof
undertaking shall be submitted prior to Stage'II approval:

(1) Legal status of the forest land shall remain unchanged'

(2) The compensatory afforestation shall be taken up by the Forest Department over the

double the degraded forest land of 3.16 ha identified in Drupong Reserve Forest

near SangaligJn area of Daflagarh Forest Range under Banderdewa Forest Division

ofArunachalPradeshwithinth,..yearsfromthedateofstage.IlClearanceand
maintainedthe;eafterbytheStateForestDepartmentatthecostoftheUserAgency.
Asfaraspossible,amixtureoflocalindigenousspeciesshallbeplantedand
monocultureofanyspeciesmaybeavoided.TheCAwillbemaintainedforl0years.

(3)AtthetimeofpaymentoftheNetPresentvalue(NPy)atthethenprevailingrate'the
UserAgencyshallfurnishanundertakingtopaytheadditionalamountofNPV'ifso
determined, u. pul. the final decision of the Hon,ble Supreme Court of India;



(aJ The User Agency shall obtain the Environment Clearance as per the provisions of
Environment (protection) Act, Lg}6,if required;

(5J The User Agency shall take all possible precautions & care all the time not to impact
adversely the surrounding forests and forest land by their actions/activities.

(6) The overburden shall not be dumped outside the width of the proposed pipeline.
The muck generated in the earth cutting will be disposed off at the designated
dumping sites and in no case the muck/debris will be allowed to roll down the hill
slopes.

(7) Wherever possible and technically feasible, the user agency shall undertake
afforestation measures along the proposed pipepline within the area diverted under
this approval, in consultation with the State Forest Department at the project cost.(8) The muck dumping area shall be stabilized and plantation of suitable species shall be
carried out over stabilized dumps on the cost of the user agency under the
supervision of State Forest Department.

(9) The designing of culverts/ bridges, if any, over the natural streams/rivers/canals
should be done in such a manner that it does not hamper the natural course of the
water, does not give rise to water logging and also does not hamper the movement
of the wild animals.

(10) AII the site-specific engineering structures like retaining walls, breast wall and
drainage shall be constructed to avoid any soil erosion and to provide slope stability
of the concerned hills.

(11) No labour camp shall be established on the forest land and the User Agency shall
provide fuels preferably alternate fuels to the Iabourers and the staff working at the
site so as to avoid any damage and pressure on the nearby forest areas;

(12) The forest land proposed to be diverted shall under no circumstances be transferred
to any other agencies, department or person without prior approval of Govt. of India.

(13) No damage to the flora and fauna of the adjoining area shall be caused;
(1aJ The lay out of the proposal shall not be changed without the prior approval of the

Central Government.
(15) The concerned Divisional Forest Officer, will monitor and take necessary mitigative

measures to ensure that there is no adverse impact on the forests in the surrounding
area.

(16) The user agency shall comply all the provisions of the all Acts, Rules, Regulations,
Guidelines, Hon'ble Court Order (s) and NGT Order (s) pertaining to this projec! if
any, for the time being in force, as applicable to the project.

(17) No additional or new path will be constructed inside the forest area for
transportation of construction materials for execution of the project work.

[18) The period of diversion under this approval shall be co-terminus with the period of
Iease to be grarnted in favour of the user agency or the project life, whichever is less.

(19) The forest land shall not be used for any purpose other than that specified in the
project proposal.

(20) As per Ministry's letter No 11-30/96-FC(Pt) dt 14.9 .zo}t, if the compliance of
stipulated conditions is awaited from the State Govt for more than S(five) years, the



in-principle approval would be summarily revoked considering that the user agency
is no longer interested in the project.

(21) Any other conditions that the Integrated Regional Office, Guwahati, Ministry of
Environment Forest & Climate Change may stipulate from time to time in the
interest of conservation, protection and development of forests & wildlife.

3. After the receipt of the compliance report from the State Government on fulfillment
of the conditions mentioned above, final/stage-ll approval of the Central
Government, in accordance with Section 2 of the Forest (Conservation) Ac! 1980,
will be considered. Till the receipt of the Final / Stage'll approval of the Central
Government for diversion of the said forest land from this Ministry transfer of the
said forest land to the User Agenry shall not be affected by the State Government.

This 'ln Principle Approval' letter is subject to the final decision of the Hon'ble NGT
Eastern Zone Bench, Kolkata PIL original Application No.74 /20L7lEZ and Chief |udicial
Magistrate Yupia, Arunachal Pradesh DG/0L of 20L7-LB dated 17.07.20L7.

Inspector General of Forests[C)
Copy to:
1. The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests & Nodal Officer (FCA), O/o PCCF,

Department of Env. & Forests, Government of Arunachal Pradesh, Environment &
Forests Department Itanagar.

Inspector General {f Forests (C)
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