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F. No. 5-2/2017- FC

Govemment of India
Ministry of Environment, forests and Climate Change
(FC Division)
. Indira Paryavaran Bhawan,
Aliganj, Jor Bag Road,
New Delhi - 110003.

Dated: 28" March, 2019

To,
The Principal Secretary/Secretary (Forests),

All State/UT Govertiments.

Sub:  Handbook of guidelines for effective and transparent implementation of the
provisions of Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980.

Sir,

In supersession of all guidelines issued in the past, a handbook of guidelines is issued
for effective and transparent implementation of the provisions of Forest (Conservation) Act,
1980. All the provisions enshrined in these guidelines will be applicable from 8™ March 2019
onwards. The copy of comprehensive guidelines is available on Ministry’s website:

wWww.parivesh.nic.in.

This issue with the approval of competent authority.

Yours faithfully,

e
(SE;%E;@)

Assistant Inspector General of Forest (FC)
Copy to:

1. Prime Minister’s Office, New Delhi. b

2. Secretary, Ministry of Mines/C0al/Steel/MORTH/MOPNG/N[HAMOP/MOTA,
Government of India, New Delhi. '

3. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, all State/UT Governments.

4. Nodal Officer (FCA), all State/ UT GovVernments,

5. All" Regional Offices, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(MoEF&CC), Gol, New Delhi.

6. Joint Secretary in-charge, Impact Assessment Division, MOEF&CC, Gol, New Delhi.

7. All IGF/ DIGF/AIGF in MoEF&CC, Gol, New Delhi.

8. Sr. Director (Technical), NIC, MoEF&CC with a request to place a copy of the
letter on website of this Ministry.

9. PPS to Secretary (EF &CC)/DGF&SS/ADGF(FC)/ADGF(Wildlife), MOoEF&CC, New

Delhi.
10. Guard File. LQQ{;
: eep Sharma)

Assistant Inspector General of Forest (FC)

N
PN



Chapter 3
Net Present Value

3.1 In pursuance of the orders of 29 Oct 2002 of the Supreme Court in Writ Petition (Civil)
No. 202/95 in addition to the funds realized for compensatory afforestation, the Net Present
Value (NPV) of forest land diverted for non- forest purposes is also to be recovered from the
user agencies, for undertaking forest protection, other conservation measures and related
activities.

3.2 NPV is recoverable in all cases where diversion is approved on or after 29% Oct 2002
and also the cases for which in-principle clearance was granted before 29" October 2002 and
final clearance after that.

3.3 In their orders of 28" March 2008, 28" April 2008 and 9 May 2008, the Apex Court
decided the rates of NPV per ha. of the forest area diverted effective from 28" March 2008
for three years and subject to variation after three years, and also exemptions in specified
categorics of non-forest uses.

3.4 NPV Rates

The rates of NPV recoverable from the User Agency with effect from 28" March 2008
depending upon the type of forest land diverted are as mentioned below:

Eco-Value class VDF | DF | OF
NPV (in Rs.)

Class I 10,43,000 9,39,000 7,30,000
Class IT 10,43,000 9,39,000 7,30,000
Class 111 8,87,000 8,03,000 6,26,000
Class IV 6,26,000 5,63,000 4,38,000
Class V 9,39,000 8,45,000 6,57,000
Class VI 9,91,000 8,97,000 6,99,000

Eco-Class I - Tropical Wet Evergreen Forests,
Tropical Semi Evergreen Forests and
Tropical Moist Deciduous Forests
Eco- Class II- Littoral and Swamp Forests
Eco-Class III-  Tropical Dry Deciduous Forests
Eco-Class IV - Tropical Thom Forests and Tropical Dry Evergreen Forests
Eco-Class V - Sub-tropical Broad-Leaved Hill Forests,
Sub-Tropical Pine Forests and
Sub-Tropical Dry Evergreen Forests
Eco-Class VI - Montane Wet Temperate Forests,
Himalayan Moist Temperate Forests,
Himalayan Dry Temperate Forests,
Sub Alpine Forest,
Moist Alpine Scrub and Dry Alpine Scrub

However, for following specified areas of diversion/ projects the following rates of NPV will
be applicable: :
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I Forest land falling in National 10 times NPV for the forest area
Parks, if permitted in exceptional
circumstances
2. Forest land falling in Wildlife 5 times NPV for the forest area
Sanctuaries, if permitted in
exceptional circumstances
3 Non-ferest land falling within the NPV payable for the adjoining forest
National Parks and Wildlife area
Sanctuaries, if permitted.
4. Non-forest land falling within 5 times NPV for adjoining forest
marine National Parks / Wildlife areas
Sanctuaries, if permitted
3 Re-diversion of already diverted Normal NPV for re-diverted forest
forest land land, except when such re-diversion
1s for the same UA and for same
project (i.e. change of land use for
the same project for which diversion
has been approved)
6. Mining area broken up before Normal NPV for the forest area at

25.10. 1980

the time of renewal of mining lease.

3.5 Exemption from payment of NPV

mentioned in the list below:

The following category of projects have been given exemption to the extent

S. No. Category Particulars of Exemptions
1. (1) Schools Full exemption up to 1 ha., of forest
(i1) Hospitals land provided:
(iii) Children's playground | (a)no felling of trees is involved
of non-commercial | (b)alternate forest land is not
nature available;
(iv) Community centers in | (c)the project is of non-commercial
rural areas nature and is part of the Plan/Non-
(v) Over-head tanks Plan Scheme of Government; and
(vi) Village tanks, (d)area is outside any National Park
(vii) Laying of underground or Wild Life Sanctuary.
drinking water pipeline
up to 4” diameter
(viii) Electricity distribution
line up to 22 KV in
rural areas
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OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER
DISTRICT ..+ Rl (U.K)

Proceeding of the meeting of the district level committee constituted under schedule tribes & other Traditional

- forest Dwellers (recognition of rights) act (FRA) 2006.

~ A meeting of the district level committee of AR} Q—Wdlstrtct constituted under FRA 2006 was held under the

B cha;rmansh:p of Mr/Mrs/Miss M 1A: Muz .S deputy commissioner . + O dEted wesvmmunens at

time ... - oy i WhiCh application claiming nghts in. . area measuring
............. hect for the construct:on of @—\\XLQ_ "UL forest land under FRA 2006 of the foliowmg applicant duly
processed and recommended by the sub divition level committee of ueeeeenn. sub division were siscussed to

" consider the same for admission by the sistrict level committee.

After scrutiny of the documents and detailed discussions, no objection/claims were found to have been made &
= hence District level committee recommend the above case for diversion of land for the said purpose.

" Place ......S22hnoRuws

e

-.--;

f=5
Deputy Coﬁfﬁf;ﬁssm éf’ttﬁn chairman
District Levei Cofnmlttee
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FORM —1
(for linear projects)

Government of Uttarakhand Office of the District Collector ........ QQ« noaDun.

B scsonsengsiuns Dated .\ 7-97-19

TO WHOWSOEVER IT MAY CONCERN

In complinance of the Ministry of Environment and Forests (MOEF), Government of India’s letter
No 11-9/98-FC (pt) dated 3™ August 2009 wherein the MOEF issued guidelines on submission of evidences for
having initiated and completed the process of settlement of right under the Scheduled Tribes and other
Traditional Forest Dwellers (Rocognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 (FRA for short) on the forest land proposed
to be diverted for noo-forest purposes read with MOEF’s letter dated 5™ February 2013 wherein MOEF issued
* certain relavation in respect of linear projects, it is certified that@:25% hectares of forest land proposed to be
_ diverted in favour of ........ (name of user agency) for U: T'!\\ (purpose for diversion of forest land) in $Xehxaly
district falls within jurisdiction of ngav;ilage (s) mT\Aam tehsils.

It is further certified that —

{(a) The complete process for identification and settlement of rights under the FRA has been carried out for the
entire.......... hectares of forest area proposed for diversion. A copy of records of all consulations and meeting of
the Forest Rights committed (s), Gram Sabha (s) sub-division level Committee (s) and the District Level

Committee are enclosed as annexure ............ 0 ciciisaiisess BNNEXUNE suiiiviisins

. {b) The diversion of forest land for facilities managed by the Government as required under section 3 (2] of the
FRA have been completed and the Gram Sabha have given their consent to it.

(c) The proposal does not involve rcognised rights of Primitive Tribal Groups and Pre-agricultural communities.

Eucl — As above

Sfisiefdigess)
(Full name and offi m&g District Collector)
SRS



39

FORM -1
(for projects other than linear projects)
Government of Uttarakhand Office of the District Collector %YSU@—\W
NE o Dated \7=27-12

TO WHOWSOEVER IT MAY CONCERN

In complinance of the Ministry of Environment and Forests (MOEF), Government of India’s letter
- No 11-9/98-FC (pt) dated 3 August 2009 wherein the MOEF issued guidelines on submission of evidences for
having initiated and completed the process of settlement of right under the Scheduled Tribes and other
* Traditional Forest Dwellers (Rocognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 (FRA for short) on the forest land proposed
to be diverted for noo-forest purposes, it is certified that &:059hectares of forest land proposed to be diverted
in favour of ......... {(name of user agency) for Q;I!"l‘;\'(purpose for diversion of forest land) in $ekwaDudistrict falls
- within jurisdiction of .ﬁm‘%,willage (s)in T&\\&fn\ tehsils.

It is further certified that —

(a) The complete process for identification and settlement of rights under the FRA has been carried out for the
“entite.. hectares of forest land for diversion. A copy of records of all consulations and meeting of the Forest
Rights committed (s), Gram Sabha {s) sub-division level Committee (s) and the District Level Committee are

enclosed as annexure ... 0 vovevveeee. ANNEXUFE cenivneenne

{b) The proposal for such diversion (with full details of project and its implications, in vernacular/local language)
have been placed before each concered Gram Sabha of forest—dwe{lers, who are eligible under thr FRA.

{c) The each of concerned Gram Sabha (s}, has certified that all formalities/processes under thr FRA have been
- carried out, and that they have given their consent to the proposed diversion and the compensation and
ameliorative measures, if any, having unge[stood the purpose and details of proposed diversion. A copy of
~ certificate issued by the Gram Sabha of Q\QBA villages (s) is enclosed as annexure ............... t0 annexure..........

(d) The discussion and decisions on such proposals had taken pace only when there was a quorum of minimum
50 % of the members of Gram Sabha present.

{e) The diversion of forest land for facilities managed by the Government as required under section 3 (2) of the
- FRA have been completed and the Gram Sabha have given their consent to it.

(f} The right of Primitve Tribal Groups and Pre-Agricultural Communites, where applicable have been specifically
safeguarded as per section 3 (1) (e) of the FRA.

Eucl - As above

A

' eI
(Full name and official s thEDigtrict Collector)

EIEE
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