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fa¥ : Diversion of 0.1962 ha. forest land in favour of Hindustan Petroleum corporation Ltd.

jodhpur for Construction of Approach Road for Proposed Hindustan Petroleum Corp. Ltd.
Retail Outlet on Barmer City - Dhorimanna Road (NH-68) between KM Stone No. 163-164
(Chainage: 163/616 - 163/576) RHS in Khasra No. 2466/699, At Village -Mahabar Peethal,
Tehsil - Barmer, District - Barmer, Raj (Proposal No. : FP/R]/ROAD/48584/2020)
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Project Name: Diversion of 0.1962 ha. forest land in favour of Hindustan Petroleum
corporation Ltd. jodhpur for Construction of Approach Road for Proposed Hindustan
Petroleum Corp. Ltd. Retail Qutlet on Barmer City - Dhorimanna Road ENHR&B] between
KM Stone No. 163-164 (Chainage: 163/616 - 163/576) RHS in Khasra No. 2466/699, At
Village -Mahabar Peethal, Tehsil - Barmer, District - Barmer, Raj-

Proposal No: FP /R] /RDAD/48584/2020
Date of Submission: 24 /08/2020

Applied Area: 0.1962 ha.
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Project Name: Diversion of 0.1962 ha. forest land in favour of Hindustan Petroleum
corporation Ltd. jodhpur for Construction of Approach Road for Proposed Hihdustan
Petroleum Corp. Ltd. Retail Outlet on Barmer City - Dhorimanna Road (NH-68) between

h ~ KM Stone No. 163-164 (Chainage: 163/616 - 163/576) RHS in Khasra No. 2466/699, At

Village -Mahabar Peethal, Tehsi - Barmer, District - Barmer, Raj
Proposal No: FP/R]/RUAD/4BSB4/2[]ZD

Date of Submission: 24/08/2020

Applied Area: 0.1962 ha.
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Project Name: Diversion of 0.1962 ha. forest land in favour of Hindustan Petroleum
corporation Ltd. jodhpur for Construction of Approach Road for Proposed Hindustan
Petroleum Corp. Ltd. Retail Outlet on Barmer City - Dhorimanna Road (NH-68) between
KM Stone No. 163-164 (Chainage: 163/616 - 163/576) RHS in Khasra No. 2466/699, At
Village -Mahabar Peethal, Tehsil - Barmer, District - Barmer, Raj -

Proposal No: FP/R]/ROAD /48584 /2020
Date of Submission: 24/08/2020
Applied Area: 0.1962 ha.
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Project Name: Diversion of 0.1962 ha. forest land in favour of Hindustan Petroleum
corporation Ltd. jodhpur for Construction of Approach Road for Proposed Hindustan
Petroleum Corp. Ltd. Retail Outlet on Barmer City - Dhorimanna Road (NH-68) between
KM Stone No. 163-164 (Chainage: 163/616 - 163/576) RHS in Khasra No. 2466/699, At
Village -Mahabar Peethal, Tehsil - Barmer, District - Barmer, Raj

Proposal No: FP/R]/ROAD /48584 /2020
Date of Submission: 24/08/2020
Applied Area: 0.1962 ha.
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Project Name: Diversion of 0.1962 ha. forest land in favour of Hindustan Petroleum
corporation Ltd. jodhpur for Construction of Approach Road for Proposed Hindustan
Petroleum Corp. Ltd. Retail Outlet on Barmer City - Dhorimanna Road (NH-68) between
KM Stone No. 163-164 (Chainage: 163/616 - 163/576) RHS in Khasra No. 2466/699, At
Village -Mahabar Peethal, Tehsil - Barmer, District - Barmer, Raj

Proposal No: FP/R]/ROAD /48584 /2020
Date of Submission: 24/08/2020
Applied Area: 0.1962 ha.
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Project Name: Diversion of 0.1962 ha. forest land in favour of Hindusta:n Petroleum
corporation Ltd. jodhpur for Construction of Approach Road for Proposed Hindustan
Petroleum Corp. Ltd. Retail Outlet on Barmer City - Dhorimanna Road (NH-68) between
KM Stone No. 163-164 (Chainage: 163/616 - 163/576) RHS in Khasra No. 2466/699, At
Village -Mahabar Peethal, Tehsil - Barmer, District - Barmer, Raj

Proposal No: FP/R}/RDAD/4BSB4/2020
Date of Submission: 24/08/2020
Applied Area: 0.1962 ha.
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Project Name: Diversion of 0.1962 ha. forest land in favour of Hindustan Petroleum

corporation Ltd. jodhpur for Construction of Approach Road for Prupﬂ'séd Hindustan

B Petroleum Corp. Ltd. Retail Outlet on Barmer City - Dhorimanna Road (NH-68) between

) KM Stone No. 163-164 (Chainage: 163/616 - 163/576) RHS in Khasra No. 2466/699, At
Village -Mahabar Peethal, Tehsil - Barmer, District - Barmer, Raj ..

Proposal No: FP/R]/ROAD/48584 /2020
Date of Submission: 24/08/2020
Applied Area: 0.1962 ha.
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Project Name: Diversion of 0.1962 ha. forest land in favour of Hindustan Petroleum
corporation Ltd. jodhpur for Construction of Approach Road for Proposed Hindustan
-y Petroleum Corp. Ltd. Retail Outlet on Barmer City - Dhorimanna Road (NH-68) between
' KM Stone No. 163-164 (Chainage: 163/616 - 163/576) RHS in Khasra No. 2466/699, At

' Village -Mahabar Peethal, Tehsil - Barmer, District - Barmer, Raj

Proposal No: FP/R]/ROAD/48584 /2020
Date of Submission: 24/08/2020
Applied Area: 0.1962 ha.

ﬂmﬁaasﬁﬁ%raﬁﬂﬁm—awmww

W%W%%WWWW,HW&FWHJ (44)
a1 /2021 ﬁﬁas—1mzmz1$mmwﬁmaﬁﬂs‘eﬂﬁmﬂﬁaﬁﬂw

HId DI BIdY, AEYR—342005

15lF1EE"




AP : FP/R]/ROAD /48584 /2020 fe=T® :13.02.2026

Project Name: Diversion of 0.1962 ha. forest land in favour of Hindustan Petroleum
corporation Ltd. jodhpur for Construction of Approach Road for Propesed Hindustan
Petroleum Corp. Ltd. Retail Outlet on Barmer City - Dhorimanna Road (NH-68) between
KM Stone No. 163-164 (Chainage: 163/616 - 163/576) RHS in Khasra No. 2466/699, At
Village -Mahabar Peethal, Tehsil - Barmer, District - Barmer, Raj

Proposal No: FP/ R]/ROAD/48584 /2020
Date of Submission: 24/08/2020
Applied Area: 0.1962 ha.
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Project Name: Diversion of 0.1962 ha. forest land in favour of Hindustan Petroleum
corporation Ltd. jodhpur for Construction of Approach Road for Propdsed Hindustan
Petroleum Corp. Ltd. Retai] Outlet on Barmer City - Dhorimanna Road (NH-68) between
KM Stone No. 163-164 (Chainage: 163/616 - 163/576) RHS in Khasra No, 2466/699, At
Village -Mahabar Peethal, Tehsi - Barmer, District - Barmer, Raj

Proposal No: FP/R]/ROAD /48584 /2020
Date of Submission: 24/08/2020
Applied Area: 0,1962 ha.
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Date of Submission: 24/08/2020
Applied Area: 0.1962 ha.
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Project Name: Diversion of 0.1962 ha. forest land in favour of Hindustan Petroleum
corporation Ltd. jodhpur for Construction of Approach Road for Proposed“Hindustan
Petroleum Corp. Ltd. Retail Outlet on Barmer City - Dhorimanna Road (NH-68) between
KM Stone No. 163-164 (Chainage: 163/616 - 163/576) RHS in Khasra No. 2466/699, At
Village -Mahabar Peethal, Tehsil - Barmer, District - Barmer,Raj -

Proposal No: FP/R]/ROAD/48584 /2020
Date of Submission: 24/08/2020
Applied Area: 0.1962 ha.
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Project Name: Diversion of 0.1962 ha. forest land in favour of Hindustan ‘Petroleum
corporation Ltd. jodhpur for Construction of Approach Road for Proposed Hindustan
Petroleum Corp. Ltd. Retail Qutlet on Barmer City - Dhorimanna Road (NH-68) between
KM Stone No. 163-164 (Chainage: 163/616 - 163/576) RHS in Khasra No. 2466/699, At
Village -Mahabar Peethal, Tehsil - Barmer, District - Barmer, Raj

Proposal No: FP/R]/ ROAD/48584 /2020
Date of Submission: 24/08/2020
Applied Area: 0.1962 ha.
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Project Name: Diversion of 0.1962 ha. forest land in favour of Hindustan Petroleum
corporation Ltd. jodhpur for Construction of Approach Road for Proposed Hindustan
Petroleum Corp. Ltd. Retail Outlet on Barmer City - Dhorimanna Road (NH-68) between
KM Stone No. 163-164 (Chainage: 163/616 - 163/576) RHS in Khasra No. 2466/699, At
Village -Mahabar Peethal, Tehsil - Barmer, District - Barmer, Raj

Proposal No: FP/R]/ROAD /48584 /2020

Date of Submission: 24/08/2020

Applied Area: 0.1962 ha.
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Andhra
Pradeshtogive
Rs25,000to
couples for
2nd, 3rd child

Sreenivas Janyala
Hyderabad, March 5

THE TELUGU Desam Party
(TDP)-led NDA government in
Andhra Pradesh will give
Rs25,000to couples for having
a second or third child — a
move that comes months after
CM N Chandrababu Naidu
urged people to have more
children citing concerns over
declining fertility, an ageing
population and reduced parlia-
mentary representation for
South India.

Naidu told the Legislative
Assembly that his population
management plan would be a
game changer to increase
population.

“Currently, about 58% of
families have only one child,
around 2.17 lakh families have
two children, and nearly 62
lakh families have three or
more children,” he told the As-
sembly.

“Around 3 lakh families
have only one child, while
another 3 lakh families have
more than two children.”

Claiming that Andhra Pra-
desh’s Total Fertility Rate
standsat1.5againsttheideal 2.1
“tomaintain demographicbal-
ance”, the CM said thatasecon-
omies grow, birth rates tend to
decline, which can create work-
force shortages and long-term
economic challenges.

Callingita “major policyin-
tervention”, Naidusaid: “Toad-
dress this, the government is
proposing financial incentives
for childbirth. Under the plan,
parents who have a second
child or more will receive Rs
25,000 atthetime of delivery...”

7YEARS IN JAIL, RS 5-LAKH FINE FOR FORCED RELIGIOUS CONVERSIONS

Anti-conversion Bill gets
Maharashtra cabinetnod

Vallabh Ozarkar
Mumbai, March 5

MAHARASHTRA'S CABINET
on Thursday approved a draft
anti-conversion law titled
“Dharma Swatantrya Adhi-
niyam, 2026”, proposing up to
seven yearsimprisonmentand
a fine of Rs 5 lakh for unlawful
or forced religious conversions.

BJP minister Nitesh Rane
told The Indian Expressthatthe
law would “prevent forcible
marriage and conversion of
Hindu girls”. The Bill is ex-
pected to be tabled in the state
legislature during the ongoing
budget session, sources told this
newspapet. The Indian Express
reported on February 27 that a
draft ofthe anti-conversion law
was under consideration.

The Bill proposes banning
and penal action against organ-
isations found guilty of carry-
ing out unlawful religious con-
versions. Individuals found
guilty could face imprisonment
of up to seven years along with
a fine of up to Rs 5 lakh. Of-
fences under the proposed law
are non-bailable, empowering
police to register cases where
allegations of forced religious
conversion are made.

The Bill will be tabled in the
state legislature and will come
into force upon passage by both
Houses and the Governor’s as-
sent. Confirming the develop-
ment, Ranetold The Indian Ex-
press: “The draft has been
approved in the cabinet meet-
ing against the Love Jihad or
Anti Conversionbilland soona
government resolution would
beissued aboutit... Thisis alaw

EXPLAINED

Groundwork for
thelegislation

InFebruary 2025, the Maha-
rashtra government had is-
sued agovernment resolu-
tion announcingits
intentiontobringinsucha
legislation and constituted a
seven-member committee
headed by the Director Gen-
eral of Police to examine
legal provisions related to
religious conversions, stu-
dyingexistinglaws in other
states and suggesting a suit-
ablelegal framework for Ma-
harashtra. The committee’s
findings and a comparative
study oflaws enacted in
other states formed the
groundwork for the
proposed legislation. The
draft was presented tothe
government on February 26.

The draft has

been approved
in the cabinet
meeting against the
lovejihad or anti-
conversion Bill,and
soon a government
resolution would be
issued about it... with
this Bill no one will
be able to forcibly
marry and convert
Hindu girls.
NITESH RANE, BJP MINISTER

against unlawful conversion
and with this Bill no one will be
able to forcibly marry and con-
vert Hindu girls.” Rane also
said that the draft had been
prepared keeping in mind con-
stitutional provisions, Su-
preme Court guidelines and
existing laws in other states.
With this decision, Maha-
rashtra joins a growing list of
states that have enacted or pro-
posed laws against religious
conversions through coercion,
fraud or inducement.
Opposition ShivSena (UBT)

MLA Sachin Ahir, meanwhile,
questioned the intent and
scope of the bill. “It needs to be
understood that law considers
whom and in what context, and
those who talk about ‘love
jihad’ are speaking specifically
about which communities and
whether itis for all the commu-
nities or just one community. I
think it should be for and we
should speak onit only when it
is fully drafted and studied.”
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis previously said that
the government is not opposed

‘BANGLAR YUVA SATHF

: STIPEND FOR UNEMPLOYED YOUTHS AGED 21-40

84 lakh applications for Rs 1,500 a month:
On SIR sidelines, another rush in Bengal

Tanusree Bose
Kolkata, March 5

WHILE ALL eyes were on the
queuesto getinto electoral rolls
in West Bengal ahead of com-
pletion of the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) exercise last
month, more than 651lakh were
lining up before other campsin
the 294 Assembly consti-
tuencies of the state.
Combined with 19 lakh who
applied online, over 84 lakh
registered over the space of 12
days, between February 15 and
26, for the state government’s
‘Banglar Yuva Sathi’ scheme,
which entitles unemployed
youthsin the state between the
ages of 21-40 to Rs 1,500
monthly stipend, starting April.
Asper estimates by the non-
profit Population Foundation of
India for 2021, West Bengal has
around 346 crore people in the
21-40 bracket. In other words,
almost 1in 4 people between
these ages registered for the
Bengal government scheme.
Minister of Women and
Child Development and Social
Welfare Shashi Panja told The
Indian Express that the re-
sponse to the Yuva Sathi
scheme showed that “it meets
the expectations of the young”.
To the Opposition’s charge
that the rush indicated the ex-
tent of unemployment in the
state, Panja said that there
should be appreciation that the
government was extending
“some sort of assistance” to
those currently unemployed,
including those who may be
pursuing higher education.

TMC govt says scheme meant as
‘some sort of assistance’ to buy books

A camp for Banglar Yuva Sathi scheme in North Kolkata. parTHA pAUL

“Theideaisto provide basic
help so that someone can pur-
chase books needed or pay en-
rolment form fees. Obviously,
the state will be taking initiat-
ives to generate more jobs, but
those making fun of us should
know that the all-India unem-
ployment index is not very
healthy either. Thisisa problem
that the entire country is strug-
gling with,” the minister said.

That the government is
gambling big on the scheme
ahead of the electionsisevident
from the Rs 5,000 crore set aside
foritin the Budget for this year.
Chief Minister Mamata Baner-
jee’s photograph dominated
billboards advertising the
scheme, ruling Trinamool Con-
gressworkerssetup desksatthe
Yuva Sathi camps to help regis-
tration, and the government en-

sured banks put up counters to
handle any issues on the spot.

A senior officer of a nation-
alised banktold The Indian Ex-
press: “Many applicants had
joint accounts, while for this
scheme, the beneficiaries
needed accounts to be in their
name. Every day, we handled
10-12 applications per counter
for new accounts.”

One of those who has regis-
tered for the Yuva Sathischeme
is Anshu Jaiswal, 24. He regis-
tered at a camp in the Shyam-
pukar Assembly seat, a day be-
fore the registration was toend.

The B Com graduate said he
did not want to move out of Ben-
galand had beentrying forajob
forayear. “I have given somany
interviews, applied at several
places, with no luck... With the
Yuva Sathi money, at least my

bus fares and form fees will be
covered.” Renu Singh, 21, who
hasalsoenrolled forthe scheme,
said she had studied only till
Class 12 and was looking for
some work she could do from
home. “Iwant to do a stitching
or a beautician course, and this
money will help pay forit.”

The applicants need tobe at
least Class 10 pass, with the
monthly stipend to continue
for a maximum period of five
years, unless they get a job ear-
lier. Beneficiaries of other state
government schemes such as
Lakshmi Bhandar and Krishak
Bandhu do not qualify.

Jhumur Chatterjee, whose
son Ronit Chatterjee, 22, a para-
medical student, enrolled forthe
scheme said she was not a sup-
porter of “such doles”. “It is
better if funds are used for
healthcare oreducation, or more
industries are brought to the
state. Whatever the amount, it
will make youth dependent
fromayoungage. Butmysonin-
sisted (on enrolment),” she said.

Anish Patra, who was a vol-
unteer atthe Shyampukar camp,
said the scheme was most
beneficial for the young men in
the state. “There is Kanyashree
(cashtransfer for girlsand young
women in Bengal), but now
there is something for the men
t00.” As per data shared by the
state government, among the
highest number of applications
were from Purba Bardhaman,
known as the rice bowl of Ben-
gal, followed by itsbordering dis-
tricts Nadia and Hooghly. The
least number of applications
were from Kalimpong district.

Sukhoigoes off
radar, search op
beginsin Assam

Sukrita Baruah
Guwahati, March 5

A SEARCH and rescue mission
has been launched after a Suk-
hoi Su-30 MKI from the IAF
went missing from radar contact
Thursday evening in Assam.

Accordingtothe IAF, the air-
craft had taken off from the air
force station in Jorhat and lost
contact. “An IAF Su-30 MKI is
reported overdue. The aircraft
had taken off from Jorhat,
Assam and was last in contact
at 7:42 pm. Further details are
beingascertained. A search and
rescue mission has been initi-
ated,” read astatement from the
IAF.

‘Can’t close our eyes to what’s happening:
HC notice to police on encounters in Punjab

Manraj Grewal Sharma
Chandigarh, March 5

THE PUNJAB and Haryana
High Court Thursday issued a
notice to the Punjab Police in
connection with the alleged en-
counter killing of a19-year-old
in Gurdaspur and directed the
DGP to file an affidavit by
March 17 explaining the cir-
cumstances of the incident.
DGP Gaurav Yadavappeared
before the bench through video
conference and responded to
the court’s queries during the
hearing. The bench, headed by
Justice Anupinder Singh Grewal
and comprising Justice Deepak
Manchanda, said it could not
“close its eyes” to the concerns
being raised about recent en-

countersin the state and sought
adetailed response from police.
The court observed that the
material placed before it sug-
gested the deceased youth, Ran-
jit Singh, had no criminal
antecedents. “You have to sat-
isfy us,” the bench told police,
adding the court would exam-
inethereply before decidingthe
nextcourse of action, including
whether the matter should be
handed overtoanindependent
agency. “We can’t close our eyes
to what is happening,” Justice
Grewal said, emphasising sus-
pects must be dealt with strictly
in accordance with the law.
Ranjit was one of the three
youths named by police in the
February 22 double murder of
ASI Gurnam Singh and Home

Guard jawan Ashok Kumar at a
joint checkpost in Adhian vil-
lage, barely 2 km from the Pak-
istan border, in Gurdaspur. In-
vestigators had described the
attack as an ISI-orchestrated
strike aimed at spreadingterror,
with the trio allegedly paid
around Rs20,000tocarryitout.
While Dilawar Singh was ar-
rested immediately and Inderjit
Singh was picked up from Am-
ritsar, Ranjit was declared killed
in an “encounter” three days
afterthe police officers’killings.
Ranjit had been working in
Delhi, and had come home on
leave when he was killed in the
alleged encounter on February
25. Dilawar worked with Ranjit
in Delhi and he too had come
home on leave.

to interfaith marriages. How-
ever, hesaid, “Where marriages
happen through coercion,
using false identities and with
the objective of religious con-
version and harassment, they
need to be firmly tackled
through an Act.”

The BJP-led Mahayuti gov-
ernment also included a com-
mitment to bring such legisla-
tion as part of its political
messaging around alleged
cases of forced religious conver-
sions, described as “lovejihad”.

The development comes
days after Gujarat, another BJP-
ruled state, tabled amend-
ments to its marriage registra-
tion law making parental
consent mandatory. In the Gu-
jarat Assembly last week, Dep-
uty Chief Minister Harsh Sang-
havisaid that “under the name
of love jihad, a game is being
played in the state” and that “a
strong armour needs to be cre-
ated for young girls”.

The matter of anti-religious
conversionlawsalsoreached the
Supreme Court, which decided
to examine the validity of such
lawsenacted by12states, even as
Christian groups submiitted that
thesestatutes “incentivise” vigi-
lante groups to commit acts of
violence against minorities.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant is-
sued notice to the Union Gov-
ernment through the Ministry
of Law and Justice, as well asto
Himachal Pradesh, Odisha,
Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh, Ut-
tarakhand, Haryana, Arun-
achal Pradesh, Madhya Pra-
desh, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat,
Jharkhand and Rajasthan.

Punjab-origin
YouTuberkilledin

Canada; probeon

Anju Agnihotri Chaba
Jalandhar, March 5

A 45-YEAR-OLD YouTber and
activist of Punjabi origin,
Nancy Grewal, was stabbed to
death in Canada with her
mother Thursday claiming that
she used to receive threats to
her life. Nancy was murdered
in LaSalle town of Ontario "just
before 9:30 pm on March 3", La-
Salle Police Chief Michael
Pearce said in a statement.
Identifying the victim as
“Nancy Grewal of Windsor”,
Pearce said that "investigators
are viewing this as an isolated
incident" and asked anyone
with information to contact De-

Deeptiman Tiwary
New Delhi, March 5

WITH BIHAR Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar announcing he
will move to the Rajya Sabha,
the BJP has finally stamped its
authority withinthe NDA inthe
state. Ajunior partnerin the al-
liance for decades, the BJP will
for the first time have its own
CMinthestate. Kumar’s exit —
the JD(U) has won fewer seats
than the BJP in two successive
Assembly elections — also has
the potential to significantly re-
align Bihar politics.

Theshiftinthe NDA’s inter-
nal balance has been years in
the making. While the
Vajpayee-Advani era coalition
politics helped the BJPbuild its
base in Bihar, the Modi era has
seen the party nurture larger
ambitions under a more cen-
tralised ideological and organ-
isational leadership.

Signs of the transition were
visible even before last year’s
Assembly elections. The JD(U)
agreed to contest an equal
number of seats with the BJP —
historically it had contested
more — conceded asubstantial
share to the LJP (Ram Vilas) of
Chirag Paswan, and after the
government was formed, gave
up the state Home portfolio
that Nitish had always retained.

Yet, as the principal pole of
politics in Bihar now, the BJP
faces challenges of its own: pro-
ducing a credible local leader-
ship capable of filling Nitish’s
large boots and expanding its
social base beyond its tradi-
tional support among upper
castes, Banias, and a section of
OBCs.

Coalition compulsion
todominance

In the Vajpayee years, the
BJP’s Bihar strategy was con-
strained by the NDA’s broader
“coalition dharma”. Regional
parties born of Mandal politics
—fromthe JD(U) in Bihartoits
variants elsewhere — pos-
sessed both ideological veto
power and seat-sharing lever-
age. The BJP needed their back-
ward-caste anchors to counter
the Congress and regional so-
cialjustice parties and therefore
accepted a junior or co-equal
role.

The Modi eraaltered that hi-
erarchy across the Hindi heart-
land. A sharper Hindutva na-
tionalism, combined with
welfare delivery and leader-
ship-centric messaging, began
cutting across sub-caste
boundaries. This allowed the
BJP to overshadow or subordi-

Bihar CM Nitish Kumar in Patna
on Thursday. ani

nate allies in states such as
Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Karnataka, and Haryana.

In Bihar too, the party’s
long-term objective shifted
from being a reliable junior
partner to becoming the al-
liance’s hegemonic pole: retain
regional allies when useful, but
ensure the BJP’s vote base, or-
ganisation and leadership
bench are strong enough that
no partner can credibly
threaten it.

Slow and steady

Through the 2000s, the BJP
largely rode on Nitish Kumar’s
political strength. In October
2005, the JD(U)-BJP alliance
ended RJD rule with JD(U) win-
ning 88 seats to the BJP’s 55. In
2010, the JD(U) again led with
115 seats while the BJP had 91,
giving the alliance 206 seats in
the 243-member Assembly.
Nitish’s governance image and
Kurmi-centred backward caste
base defined the coalition,
while the BJP brought upper-
caste, urban, and trader votes.

Theinflection came in 2014
when Nitish broke with the
NDA over Narendra Modi and
contested the Lok Sabha elec-
tions with the CPI. The JD(U)-
CPI combine won just two of Bi-
har’s 40 seats with about 16%
vote share. In contrast, the BJP-
led NDA swept 31 seats, with
the BJP alone winning 22 and
securing nearly 30% vote share.

The 2015 Assembly election
became the clearest test of the
BJP’s independent strength.
Fighting without JD(U), the
BJP-led NDA was defeated by
the Mahagathbandhan. Yet, the
BJP emerged as the single-lar-
gest party by vote share, regis-
terin 24.4% vote share and a
tally of 53 seats, compared with
RJD’s18.4% and JD(U)’s 16.8%.
That demonstrated the BJP’s
independent pull but alsoitsin-
ability to assemble a winning
social coalition on its own.

When Nitish returned tothe
NDA in 2017, the BJP stopped
deferring. In the 2020 Assem-
bly polls, it overtook the JD(U)
within the ruling alliance: the

As Nitish Kumar moves
toRajya Sabha, next
Bihar CM likely from BJP

BJP won 74 seats and 19.46%
vote share against JD(U)’s 43
seats and 15.39%, though Nitish
remained the CM.

The shift was aided by Chi-
rag Paswan-led LJP contesting
separately and fielding candi-
dates only against the JD(U).
Many in the JD(U) believe this
was done with the BJP’s tacit
support to cut Nitish down to
size.

The episode eventually trig-
gered another splitin the NDA,
with Kumar returning to the
RJD-led alliance before rejoin-
ing the BJP ahead of the Lok
Sabha elections amid specula-
tion about his health and the
future of his party.

By 2025, the political logic
had become clear. The NDA
swept 202 seats, with the BJP
winning 89 and JD(U) 85. Yet
the BJP — not the JD(U) —
emerged as the alliance’s pivot
for leadership decisions and
cabinet formation. For the first
time, the state Home portfolio,
longretained by Nitish Kumar,
went to the BJP.

Organisation,
outreach, and limits

The BJP’s rise has been
driven not only by alliance
politics but also by deliberate
organisational expansion and
social outreach. Over the past
decade, the party has worked to
graft non-Yadav OBCs and Ex-
tremely Backward Classes
(EBCs) onto its traditional
upper-caste base through tar-
geted ticket distribution and
leadership promotion. In Bihar,
this has meant elevating
leaders such as Samrat Chaud-
hary (Koeri/Kushwaha) and Ni-
tyanand Rai (Yadav).

At the same time, the party
built a formidable organisa-
tional network under Amit
Shah, expanding booth-level
structures, deploying full-time
pracharaks, and running inten-
sive rural campaigns. Com-
bined with the financial and
media advantages of being in
power at the Centre, this has
giventhe BJPresourcesthat re-
gional parties such as JD(U)
and RJD struggle to match.

Yet, the BJP’s Bihar
numbers also reveal its limits.
The party has yet to produce a
leader who commands the
kind of cross-caste appeal that
Nitish once did. Many of its
prominent OBC faces are im-
ports from social justice parties
rather than leaders groomed
within the BJP’s ideological
ecosystem.
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tective Sergeant Jamie Nestor.

Nancy was working as a
caregiver and nurse, and was
reportedly stabbed multiple
times while on duty at a resi-
dence she had visited as part of
her work.

As per the police, they
found Nancy with severe stab
wounds. She was taken to a

hospital, where she succumbed| |3% wfr=rt

to herinjuries.

Nosuspect hasbeen named
or arrested for the Killing that
marks LaSalle’s first homicide
in four years.
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fawa- Diversion of 0.1962 ha. of forest land in favour of Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Limited jodhpur for Construction of Approach Road for Proposed
Hindustan Petroleum Corp. Ltd. Retail Outlet on Barmer City - Dhorimanna Road
(NH-68) between KM Stone No. 163-164 (Chainage: 163/616 - 163/576) RHS in
Khasra No. 2466/699, At Village- Mahabar Peethal, Tehsil- Barmer, District- Barmer,
Rajasthan. (FP/RI/ROAD/48584/2021)
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&) KERALA WATER AUTHORITY CRCHGETE GG

Tender No:30/SE/PHC/ TSR/2025-26
Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM)- WSS to Puthur, Pananchery and Madakkathara
Panchayath (7th SWSM)-Renovation of 36 MLD WaterTreatment Plant at Peechi -
General Civil Work EMD: Rs. 5,00,000/- Tender fee: Rs. 16540/- Last Date for
submitting Tender: 21-03-2026 03:00: pm Phone: 0487-2423230 Website:
www.kwa.kerala.gov.in. www.etenders.kerala.gov.in
Superintending Engineer
PH Circle

KWA-JB-GL-6-764-2025-26 Thrissur

m KOCHI METRO RAIL LIMITED

(A joint venture company of Govt. of India & Govt. of Kerala)
4th Floor, JLN Stadium Metro Station, Kaloor, Ernakulam-682017
KOCHI METRO RAIL LIMITED Ph 0484,2846700

E-TENDER

E-Tender cum Auction Notice for Property Development and

Lease of part of building at Edapally Metro Station (RHS)

Tender ID: 2026_KMRL_833182_1
Last date of submission: 11-March-2026

Tender documents can be downloaded from
www.etenders.kerala.gov.in / www.kochimetro.org

Further corrigendum & addendum will be
published only on website

) 33 ADVERTISEMENT FOR ATM PREMISES

BANK OF BARODA Invites proposals / offers In two bid system viz. (1) Technical Bid (TB) and (2)
Financial Bid (FB) from Owners / Builders / Developers having clear marketable title over
property for possession on Ground Floor, for 03 ATM premises on lease basis at the following
places in Jodhpur city.
Location
1. Near Pal Balaji Mandir

2. Inside Sojati Gate Area (Ghodo ka Chowk/
Bai Ji ka Talab/ Tripoliya bazaar / Moti Chowk)

3. Near Mandore Gardern Between 80 Sq ft to 100 Sq ft

Interested parties may submit offer in two sealed envelopes in conformity with two bid system
viz. (1) Technical Bid (TB) and (2) Financial Bid (FB) latest by 19-03-2026 upto3.00P.M.

Both the sealed covers marked as “Technical Bid” (TB) and “Financial Bid” (FB) respectively
super scribing advertisement reference and applicant’s name, full address and Contact no. be
putin one another one sealed cover addressed and submit to Deputy General Manager, Bank of
Baroda, Regional office, 10 Pal link road, near Radha Krishna Temple, Jodhpur-342008.
Any decision taken by Bank at any point of time in connection with this process shall be final and
conclusive and no claim or dispute from any quarter in that regard shall be entertained.

The blank formats of Technical Bid and Financial Bid can be downloaded from our Bank’s

website www.bankofbaroda.bank.in/tenders.asp

Required Carpet Area
Between 80 Sq ft to 100 Sq ft
Between 80 Sq ft to 100 Sq ft

Deputy General Manager, Jodhpur Region
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